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Understanding Chicago Style for Academic Excellence
Chicago style examples for academic writing are indispensable for scholars navigating the
complexities of citation and manuscript preparation. This widely adopted style, formally known as
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers two distinct systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. Both are designed to provide clarity, consistency, and integrity to academic
research, ensuring proper attribution of sources and facilitating reader comprehension. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of both systems, offering practical examples for
various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and archival materials. Mastering
these examples will equip you with the confidence to produce polished, error-free academic work
that adheres to the highest scholarly standards.
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The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview
The Chicago Manual of Style, first published in 1906, is a comprehensive guide for writers, editors,
and publishers. It is particularly prevalent in the humanities and social sciences, offering detailed
instructions on grammar, usage, punctuation, and, most importantly, citation. Its two primary
citation systems cater to different disciplinary needs and publication preferences. The notes-
bibliography system, often favored in literature, history, and the arts, uses footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources and includes a bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, more
common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text
Citations
In the notes-bibliography system, sources are cited using superscript numbers placed at the end of a
sentence or clause, corresponding to a numbered note (footnote or endnote). The first citation of a
source in a note is usually comprehensive, while subsequent citations for the same source can be
shortened. This method allows for detailed commentary alongside citations without disrupting the
flow of the main text.

First Reference in Notes
When a source is cited for the first time, the note provides complete bibliographic information. This
typically includes the author's full name, the title of the work, publication details (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) referenced. For example:
1 Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1995), 31.

Subsequent References in Notes
For sources that have already been cited, a shortened form is used. This includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same
author), and the page number. If only one work by an author is cited, the title may be omitted after
the first full citation.
2 Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 105.

Alternatively, if the note immediately follows the previous one and refers to the same source, "Ibid."
(meaning "in the same place") can be used, followed by the new page number.



3 Ibid., 112.

If the subsequent note refers to the same source and the same page number as the preceding note,
"Ibid." alone is sufficient.
4 Ibid.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography
Entries
The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the
text. Unlike notes, bibliography entries list the author's last name first, followed by their first name.
The formatting of bibliography entries closely mirrors the comprehensive first note, with some minor
differences in punctuation and structure.

Book Entry in Bibliography
Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New
York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Journal Article Entry in Bibliography
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range of article.

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Digital Pedagogy." Journal of Educational Technology 45, no. 3
(2022): 215-230.

Chicago Style Author-Date System: In-Text Citations
The author-date system uses parenthetical citations within the text, typically placed at the end of a
sentence or clause. This method provides immediate source identification without requiring
footnotes or endnotes for every citation. The citation includes the author's last name, the year of
publication, and, if necessary, the page number.

Basic Author-Date Citation
The standard format includes the author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses.

(Foucault 1995)



Citation with Page Number
When referencing a specific passage, include the page number after the year, separated by a colon.

(Foucault 1995, 31)

Multiple Authors
For works with two authors, list both last names. For three or more authors, list the first author's
last name followed by "et al."

(Smith and Jones 2020)

(Williams et al. 2018)

No Author
If a work has no author, use a shortened version of the title in place of the author's name, enclosed
in quotation marks for articles or italicized for books.

("The Digital Divide" 2021)

(Handbook of Research Methods 2019)

Chicago Style Author-Date System: Reference List
Entries
The reference list, placed at the end of the paper, contains an alphabetical list of all sources cited in
the text. The format for entries in the reference list is similar to bibliography entries in the notes-
bibliography system but often slightly more concise. The key difference is the chronological ordering
by year of publication for subsequent editions or works by the same author.

Book Entry in Reference List
Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan.
New York: Vintage Books.

Journal Article Entry in Reference List
Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume
(Issue): Page range of article.

Smith, John. 2022. "The Evolution of Digital Pedagogy." Journal of Educational Technology 45 (3):
215-230.



Common Source Types and Chicago Style Examples
Beyond books and journal articles, academic writing frequently engages with a variety of other
sources. Each type requires specific formatting to ensure accuracy and consistency in Chicago style.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for presenting a thorough and credible academic work.

Books: The Foundation of Research
Books remain a cornerstone of scholarly inquiry. Whether citing a single-author monograph, an
edited collection, or a chapter within an edited volume, adherence to Chicago style ensures that your
readers can easily locate and verify your sources. The fundamental structure involves author, title,
and publication details. For edited volumes, the editor's role is also clearly indicated.

Single-Author Book

Notes-Bibliography:
1 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2002), 75.

Bibliography:

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. New York: Penguin Classics, 2002.

Edited Book

Notes-Bibliography:
2 Harold Bloom, ed., Modern Critical Interpretations: Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice (New York:
Chelsea House, 1987).

Bibliography:

Bloom, Harold, ed. Modern Critical Interpretations: Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice. New York:
Chelsea House, 1987.

Chapter in an Edited Book

Notes-Bibliography:
3 Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," in Orientalism's Interlocutors: Dissociating Images of
the West, ed. John R. Cooley (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2001), 23.

Bibliography:

Said, Edward. "Orientalism Reconsidered." In Orientalism's Interlocutors: Dissociating Images of the
West, edited by John R. Cooley, 15-35. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2001.

Journal Articles: Citing Scholarly Contributions
Journal articles are vital for accessing the latest research. The Chicago style for articles emphasizes
the journal's title, volume and issue numbers, and the pagination of both the article and the specific
citation. Consistent formatting here ensures that peers can easily track down the specific research
you are referencing.



Journal Article with DOI

Notes-Bibliography:
4 Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Political Science Review 28, no.
2 (2023): 155, doi:10.1080/10408436.2023.2178901.

Bibliography:

Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Political Science Review 28, no.
2 (2023): 150-165. doi:10.1080/10408436.2023.2178901.

Journal Article without DOI (Online Access)

Notes-Bibliography:
5 David Lee, "Sustainable Urban Development," Environmental Studies Journal 15, no. 1 (2021): 78,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.environmentaljournal.org/lee2021.

Bibliography:

Lee, David. 2021. "Sustainable Urban Development." Environmental Studies Journal 15 (1): 70-85.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.environmentaljournal.org/lee2021.

Websites and Online Resources: Navigating the Digital
Landscape
The internet has become an integral part of academic research. Citing websites requires careful
attention to the author (if any), title of the page or site, the organization responsible, the publication
or last updated date, and the URL. Including an access date is often recommended for online
resources that may change.

Website with Specific Page

Notes-Bibliography:
6 "National Parks: A Brief History," National Park Service, last modified May 10, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/history/brief-history.htm.

Bibliography:

National Park Service. "National Parks: A Brief History." Last modified May 10, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/history/brief-history.htm.

Organization Website

Notes-Bibliography:
7 World Health Organization, "Global Health Observatory data," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.who.int/data/gho.

Bibliography:

World Health Organization. "Global Health Observatory data." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/data/gho.



Archival Materials and Special Collections
When working with primary sources or rare materials found in archives, accurate citation is
paramount for reproducibility. This involves specifying the collection, the box and folder number,
and any accession or item numbers provided by the archive. The location of the archive should also
be included.

Archival Document

Notes-Bibliography:
8 Letter from Eleanor Roosevelt to Franklin D. Roosevelt, March 15, 1942, Box 3, Folder 12, Eleanor
Roosevelt Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, Hyde Park, NY.

Bibliography:

Roosevelt, Eleanor. Letter to Franklin D. Roosevelt, March 15, 1942. Box 3, Folder 12. Eleanor
Roosevelt Papers. Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, Hyde Park, NY.

Formatting Essentials in Chicago Style
Beyond the intricacies of citation, Chicago style also dictates specific formatting conventions for the
overall presentation of academic work. These include guidelines for title pages, abstracts, and the
display of visual elements like tables and figures. Consistency in these areas contributes significantly
to the professionalism and readability of your research.

Title Page and Abstract Conventions
While not all academic papers require a title page, when one is used, it typically includes the title of
the work, the author's name, the course name or number, the instructor's name, and the date. An
abstract, a brief summary of the research, is also common, especially for theses and dissertations.
The abstract should concisely present the research problem, methodology, key findings, and
implications.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of the Notes-Bibliography
System
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled
at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide source attribution and allow for
supplementary commentary without interrupting the main narrative. The superscript number in the
text directly links to its corresponding note. Correct punctuation and capitalization within notes are
essential for maintaining clarity and adhering to Chicago's standards.

The Reference List and Works Cited: Author-Date System
In the author-date system, the reference list serves as the comprehensive repository of all cited
sources. It is arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry includes the author,



year, title, and publication information. The reference list allows readers to quickly locate the full
details of any source mentioned parenthetically in the text, promoting transparency and academic
integrity.

Tables and Figures: Visual Data Presentation
When incorporating tables or figures, Chicago style provides specific guidance on labeling and
formatting. Tables are typically numbered sequentially (Table 1, Table 2) and should have clear titles
and headings. Figures (graphs, charts, images) are also numbered (Figure 1, Figure 2) and require
descriptive captions. A note below the table or figure can be used to provide additional source
information if it is not an original creation.

Conclusion: Elevating Your Academic Voice
Embracing the detailed requirements of Chicago style for academic writing is more than just
following a set of rules; it's about mastering the art of scholarly communication. By diligently
applying the principles and examples outlined in this guide, you will enhance the credibility of your
research, ensure seamless navigation for your readers, and demonstrate a commitment to academic
rigor. Whether employing the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, clarity,
precision, and consistency are the hallmarks of effective citation. With practice and attention to
detail, you can confidently present your work, allowing your ideas to shine through without the
distraction of citation errors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-
text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. Both systems culminate
in a comprehensive list of sources at the end of the paper (a bibliography or reference list,
respectively).

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system?
A: The notes-bibliography system is traditionally favored in the humanities (history, literature, art
history) where detailed commentary and exploration of sources are common. The author-date system
is more prevalent in the social sciences and natural sciences, where brevity and quick source
identification are often prioritized. However, specific course or publisher requirements should
always be consulted.



Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in Chicago
style?
A: For two authors in both notes and bibliography/reference lists, list both authors' names. For three
or more authors, list only the first author's name followed by "et al." in notes, but the full list or first
author followed by "et al." may be used in bibliography/reference lists depending on the specific
edition of the Manual and the context, though consistently listing the first author and "et al." is
generally accepted.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style if
there is no clear author?
A: If no author is listed for a website, begin with the title of the specific page or article. If that is also
unavailable, start with the name of the organization responsible for the website. Include the website
name, publication or last updated date if available, and the URL. For the notes-bibliography system,
an access date is also recommended.

Q: Do I need to include a DOI for all online journal articles?
A: While not always mandatory, it is highly recommended to include the DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) for online journal articles when available. The DOI provides a persistent and unique link
to the article, ensuring readers can access it even if the URL changes. It should appear at the end of
the citation.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book that has
been translated?
A: When citing a translated book, include the original author's name, the title of the book, and the
translator's name. In the notes-bibliography system, the translator is typically mentioned in the first
note. In the bibliography entry, the translator is often listed after the title.

Q: What information is essential for citing an archival
document?
A: Essential information for citing archival documents includes the name of the collection, the
specific item or document title, the box and folder number (or equivalent organizational unit), the
name of the archive, and the location of the archive.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found cited in another source
(a secondary source)?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you would cite the secondary source in your note and indicate
that you are referencing it indirectly (e.g., "as quoted in Smith 2020, 45"). In your bibliography, you
would list the secondary source you actually consulted, not the original primary source you did not



read directly. The author-date system follows a similar principle for the reference list.
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