
chicago style essay conclusion
Crafting a compelling conclusion for a Chicago style essay is a critical
skill that can elevate your entire academic work from good to exceptional.
The chicago style essay conclusion serves as the final impression on your
reader, a moment to reinforce your thesis, summarize key arguments, and offer
a lasting takeaway. Mastering this aspect ensures your research and analysis
resonate long after the essay is read. This guide will delve into the
essential components, common pitfalls, and best practices for constructing a
powerful Chicago style essay conclusion. We will explore how to effectively
synthesize your findings, connect back to your introduction, and provide a
sense of closure that is both satisfying and thought-provoking.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Essay Conclusion
The conclusion of a Chicago style essay is far more than a mere summary; it's
the culmination of your intellectual journey. Its primary purpose is to
provide a sense of closure for the reader, reinforcing the significance of
your research and the validity of your thesis. A well-executed conclusion
leaves a lasting impression, solidifying the arguments presented throughout
the paper and demonstrating the author's mastery of the subject matter. It
acts as a final opportunity to persuade the reader of the importance and
relevance of your findings within the broader academic discourse.

In academic writing, particularly within the Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines, the conclusion is where you demonstrate the broader implications
of your work. It's not just about restating what you've already said, but
about showing why it matters. This involves synthesizing your main points
into a cohesive whole, illustrating the overarching narrative of your essay,
and connecting your specific findings to larger themes or ongoing debates
within your field of study. A strong conclusion provides a sense of
completeness and leaves the reader with a clear understanding of the essay's
contribution.



Key Elements of an Effective Chicago Style
Conclusion
An effective Chicago style essay conclusion is built upon several
foundational elements that work in synergy to achieve its intended purpose.
Foremost among these is the restatement of the thesis, not as a direct copy,
but as a rephrased declaration that reflects the evidence and analysis
presented in the body of the essay. This demonstrates how your initial
proposition has been substantiated and refined through the course of your
argument.

Following the thesis restatement, the conclusion should succinctly summarize
the main arguments or key findings that support your thesis. This is not a
point-by-point repetition of every detail, but rather a distillation of the
most crucial evidence and reasoning. The goal is to remind the reader of the
core pillars of your argument, reinforcing their understanding of how you
arrived at your conclusions. This synthesis helps to weave together the
disparate threads of your essay into a unified and coherent whole, making the
overall message more impactful and memorable.

Restatement of Thesis
Reiterating your thesis in the conclusion is crucial, but it must be done
thoughtfully. Instead of simply repeating the exact sentence from your
introduction, aim to rephrase it using different wording while retaining its
core meaning. This demonstrates a deeper understanding and shows how your
research has affirmed and perhaps nuanced your initial assertion. The
rephrased thesis should feel like a natural outgrowth of the evidence and
analysis presented, not an isolated statement.

Summary of Main Points
This involves briefly touching upon the most significant arguments or pieces
of evidence you have used to support your thesis. Think of it as a high-level
overview of the journey your essay has taken the reader on. Avoid introducing
new information or extensive details; instead, focus on reminding the reader
of the critical junctures and persuasive points that have led to your final
position. The summary should highlight the interconnectedness of your ideas
and how they collectively build a strong case.

Concluding Thought or Call to Action (Where
Appropriate)
A powerful conclusion often includes a final thought that leaves the reader
contemplating the broader implications of your work. This could be a
suggestion for future research, a connection to a contemporary issue, or a



reflection on the lasting significance of your topic. While a direct "call to
action" is less common in strictly academic Chicago style essays, a thought-
provoking statement that encourages further consideration is highly
effective. It provides a sense of finality and leaves a lasting impact.

Strategies for Synthesizing Your Argument
Synthesizing your argument in a Chicago style conclusion involves more than
just listing your main points. It's about showing how these points connect
and collectively contribute to your overall thesis. This requires a higher
level of critical thinking, moving beyond mere summarization to analytical
integration. You need to demonstrate the logical progression of your ideas
and how each piece of evidence or analysis builds upon the last.

One effective strategy is to group related arguments or findings. Instead of
addressing each main point individually, look for overarching themes or
connections. For instance, if your essay explored historical economic shifts
and their social consequences, you might synthesize these by discussing how
the economic changes directly led to the social transformations you detailed.
This approach creates a more sophisticated and integrated presentation of
your research, highlighting the causal or correlational relationships you
have established.

Connecting Ideas into a Coherent Whole
To achieve a coherent whole, identify the threads that run through your
essay. How does your first major point relate to your second, and how do both
support your thesis? Look for shared concepts, recurring patterns, or cause-
and-effect relationships. Explicitly drawing these connections in your
conclusion helps the reader see the unified structure of your argument and
the logical flow of your reasoning. This can involve using transition words
and phrases that emphasize relationships, such as "consequently,"
"furthermore," or "in light of these findings."

Highlighting the Significance of Findings
Beyond just summarizing what you found, a strong conclusion emphasizes why it
matters. What are the broader implications of your research? How does it
contribute to existing knowledge or challenge previous assumptions? This
might involve placing your findings within a larger historical, theoretical,
or societal context. By highlighting the significance, you underscore the
value of your work and its potential impact on the field or on understanding
the subject matter.



Connecting Back to the Introduction and Thesis
A truly effective Chicago style essay conclusion acts as a circular element,
purposefully referencing and reinforcing the ideas presented in the
introduction. This creates a sense of completeness and demonstrates the
coherence of your entire paper. The initial promise made in your
introduction, often embodied in your thesis statement, should be visibly
fulfilled by the end of your essay.

The most direct way to achieve this is by rephrasing your thesis statement.
As mentioned previously, avoid exact repetition. Instead, present it in a new
light, informed by the evidence and analysis you've provided. This rephrased
thesis should sound like a definitive statement of your findings, rather than
a tentative proposition. It shows that your research has confirmed and
possibly expanded upon your initial hypothesis.

Revisiting the Introduction's Hook
If your introduction began with a compelling anecdote, a striking statistic,
or a provocative question, consider revisiting it in your conclusion. This
doesn't mean repeating it verbatim, but rather bringing it full circle. For
example, if you started with a question, your conclusion might offer a
definitive answer or reflect on the complexity of the answer. If you used an
anecdote, you might connect it to the broader implications of your findings,
showing how the specific instance you described is representative of a larger
phenomenon.

Demonstrating Thesis Fulfillment
The core of connecting back to the introduction lies in demonstrating that
your thesis has been thoroughly addressed and supported. Each main point
summarized in your conclusion should clearly link back to and validate the
thesis statement. The reader should be able to look at your conclusion and
understand precisely how the body of your essay has proven your initial
argument. This creates a satisfying intellectual journey for the reader, from
the initial setup to the final affirmation.

Avoiding Common Mistakes in Chicago Style
Conclusions
Many students stumble when crafting conclusions, often due to common
misconceptions about their purpose. One of the most frequent errors is
introducing entirely new information or arguments. The conclusion is not the
place to present evidence that should have been included in the body
paragraphs. Doing so weakens your argument and can confuse the reader, making
them question the thoroughness of your research and analysis.



Another pitfall is being overly repetitive. While summarizing key points is
essential, simply regurgitating sentences or phrases from the body of your
essay can make the conclusion feel redundant and uninspired. The goal is to
synthesize and reframe, not to parrot. Furthermore, ending abruptly or with a
weak, uninspired statement can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied,
diminishing the overall impact of your work.

Introducing New Information
As a cardinal rule, the conclusion should not introduce new evidence,
arguments, or citations. All supporting material should have been presented
and discussed within the main body of your essay. If you realize you've
missed a crucial piece of information, the appropriate action is to integrate
it into the relevant body paragraph, not to tack it onto the conclusion. This
maintains the integrity and logical flow of your argument.

Being Too Vague or Too Repetitive
Conversely, a conclusion that is too vague fails to provide a sense of
closure or reinforce the argument effectively. It might offer platitudes or
generic statements that lack substance. On the other hand, excessive
repetition, using the same phrasing and sentence structures as the body
paragraphs, can make the conclusion feel like an afterthought rather than a
carefully constructed closing statement. The key is to find a balance: be
specific enough to be meaningful, but broad enough to offer a sense of
culmination.

Ending Abruptly or with a Weak Statement
A conclusion that ends without a strong, resonant final sentence or thought
can undermine the entire essay. It might feel as though the paper has simply
run out of steam. A powerful concluding statement should leave the reader
with something to ponder, a sense of the work's lasting importance, or a
clear understanding of its contribution to the broader conversation. Avoid
phrases like "In conclusion" or "To summarize" if they lead to weak
subsequent sentences; aim for more sophisticated transitions that naturally
signal the end.

Crafting a Memorable Closing Statement
A memorable closing statement is the final flourish that leaves a lasting
impression on your reader. It’s not just about finishing the essay; it’s
about ending with impact. This statement should encapsulate the essence of
your argument and offer a final thought that resonates, encouraging the
reader to reflect on the significance of your work long after they’ve
finished reading.



Consider the broader implications of your research. How does it fit into the
larger academic conversation? Does it challenge existing paradigms, offer a
new perspective, or confirm a long-standing theory? By articulating these
broader connections, you elevate your essay from a simple academic exercise
to a meaningful contribution. This final thought can be a call for further
consideration, a prediction based on your findings, or a reflection on the
enduring relevance of your topic.

Offering a Final Insight
A strong closing statement often provides a new insight or a fresh
perspective that the reader may not have explicitly considered, even after
reading the entire essay. This could be a subtle nuance derived from your
synthesis, a connection to a seemingly unrelated field, or a deeper
philosophical implication of your findings. It’s about leaving the reader
with a sense of intellectual discovery and a broadened understanding.

Looking Towards Future Implications or Research
Suggesting avenues for future research is a classic and effective way to
conclude an academic paper. This demonstrates that you understand the
limitations of your own study and recognize its place within a larger,
ongoing scholarly endeavor. You might propose specific questions that arise
from your findings or areas where further investigation is needed. This not
only provides closure but also encourages further scholarly engagement with
your topic.

The Role of Nuance and Future Implications
In academic writing, particularly within the Chicago style, a conclusion is
rarely a place for absolute pronouncements. Instead, it’s an opportunity to
acknowledge the complexities and nuances of your topic. Even the most
definitive arguments can benefit from a recognition of potential
counterarguments, limitations, or areas where further exploration is
warranted. This demonstrates intellectual maturity and a deep understanding
of the subject matter.

Discussing future implications is a powerful way to end. This can involve
projecting how your findings might influence future research, policy, or
practice within your field. It’s about showing the long-term value and impact
of your work. This doesn't require you to predict the future with certainty,
but rather to offer thoughtful speculation grounded in the evidence you have
presented. This forward-looking perspective leaves the reader with a sense of
the ongoing importance of your research.



Acknowledging Limitations and Complexities
No research is perfect or exhaustive. Acknowledging the limitations of your
study – be it in terms of scope, methodology, or available data – enhances
the credibility of your work. It shows that you have critically evaluated
your own research and understand its boundaries. Similarly, embracing the
inherent complexities of your topic, rather than oversimplifying them, adds
depth and sophistication to your conclusion. This might involve admitting
that certain questions remain open or that your findings suggest further
debate.

Suggesting Avenues for Further Inquiry
Concluding by suggesting directions for future research is a hallmark of a
strong academic paper. This demonstrates your engagement with the scholarly
community and your understanding of how your work can contribute to future
knowledge creation. You might pose specific questions that your research has
raised, recommend particular methodologies for future studies, or identify
gaps in the existing literature that your work highlights. This not only
provides a satisfying end but also serves as an invitation to other scholars.

Final Thoughts on Mastering the Chicago Style
Conclusion
Mastering the Chicago style essay conclusion is an ongoing process that
involves careful planning, rigorous self-editing, and a deep understanding of
your own research. It's the final opportunity to leave a positive and lasting
impression on your reader, solidifying the impact of your hard work and
intellectual contributions. By consistently applying the principles of
effective synthesis, clear articulation, and thoughtful reflection, you can
ensure that your conclusions are not merely an ending, but a powerful
culmination of your academic inquiry.

Remember that a compelling conclusion is a reflection of the entire essay. It
should feel earned, emerging organically from the arguments and evidence
presented. Practice crafting conclusions that are both concise and
comprehensive, offering a sense of closure while also stimulating further
thought. The ultimate goal is to leave your reader with a clear, memorable
understanding of your thesis, your key findings, and the significance of your
contribution to the academic conversation.

The Importance of Revision
Never underestimate the power of revision when it comes to your conclusion.
After drafting the main body of your essay, revisit your introduction and
thesis. Then, draft your conclusion. Afterward, compare the two. Do they



align? Does the conclusion effectively demonstrate the fulfillment of your
thesis? Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward phrasing or repetitive
sentence structures. Sometimes, stepping away from your essay for a day or
two and then rereading your conclusion with fresh eyes can reveal areas for
improvement you might have otherwise missed.

Seeking Feedback
One of the most valuable tools in refining your conclusion is seeking
feedback from peers, mentors, or instructors. Ask them if the conclusion
provides a clear sense of closure, if it effectively summarizes the main
points, and if it leaves them with a lasting impression. Different
perspectives can highlight strengths and weaknesses in your conclusion that
you may not have noticed yourself. Incorporating constructive criticism can
significantly elevate the quality and impact of your final section.

FAQ

Q: How long should a Chicago style essay conclusion
be?
A: There is no strict word count for a Chicago style essay conclusion, but it
should generally be proportionate to the length of the essay. A common
guideline is that the conclusion should be approximately 5-10% of the total
word count of the body of the essay. It should be substantial enough to
adequately summarize and provide closure, but not so lengthy that it becomes
repetitive.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago
style essay conclusion?
A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence, arguments, or
external sources in your Chicago style essay conclusion. The conclusion is
meant to synthesize and reflect upon the information and analysis already
presented in the body of the essay. Introducing new material at this stage
weakens your argument and disrupts the flow.

Q: What is the best way to rephrase my thesis in the
conclusion?
A: To rephrase your thesis effectively in the conclusion, aim to articulate
it using different wording while retaining its core meaning. Consider how
your research has affirmed, nuanced, or expanded upon your initial thesis
statement. Frame it as a definitive statement of your findings, informed by
the evidence and analysis you have provided throughout the essay.



Q: How can I make my Chicago style essay conclusion
more engaging?
A: To make your conclusion more engaging, consider ending with a thought-
provoking statement, a connection to broader societal implications, a
suggestion for future research, or a brief reflection on the lasting
significance of your topic. Revisiting your introduction's hook or posing a
final insightful question can also capture the reader's interest and leave a
lasting impression.

Q: What are common pitfalls to avoid when writing a
Chicago style conclusion?
A: Common pitfalls include introducing new information, being overly
repetitive or vague, ending abruptly with a weak statement, and failing to
connect back to the introduction and thesis. It's also important to avoid
apologies or disclaimers that undermine your authority or argument.

Q: Should I use phrases like "In conclusion" or "To
summarize" in my Chicago style essay conclusion?
A: While these phrases are not strictly forbidden, they can often lead to a
less sophisticated and more predictable conclusion. It is generally better to
transition into your concluding thoughts more subtly. Instead of starting
with "In conclusion," you can use phrases that signal a shift to broader
implications or final reflections, such as "Ultimately," "Therefore," or "In
light of these findings."

Q: How can I ensure my conclusion effectively
demonstrates thesis fulfillment?
A: To demonstrate thesis fulfillment, ensure that each main point summarized
in your conclusion clearly links back to and supports your thesis statement.
The reader should be able to see how the entire body of your essay has
substantiated your initial argument. This requires a clear synthesis of your
supporting evidence and analysis within the conclusion itself.

Q: What is the role of nuance in a Chicago style
essay conclusion?
A: Nuance plays a significant role by acknowledging complexities,
limitations, and potential counterarguments. This demonstrates intellectual
maturity and a thorough understanding of the subject matter. Instead of
offering overly simplistic pronouncements, a nuanced conclusion reflects the



intricate nature of the topic and your research.

Q: Can I ask a question in my Chicago style essay
conclusion?
A: Yes, asking a rhetorical question in your conclusion can be an effective
way to prompt further thought and engagement from the reader. The question
should be insightful and directly related to the implications of your
research, encouraging the reader to consider the broader context or
unanswered aspects of the topic.
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