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chicago style endnotes examples are crucial for academic and professional
writing, providing a clear and consistent method for citing sources directly
within the text through superscript numbers that correspond to detailed notes
at the end of a document. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process
of creating accurate Chicago style endnotes, covering everything from basic
book citations to more complex digital sources. We will explore the
fundamental structure of endnotes, common citation formats, and practical
advice for ensuring your citations are both compliant and reader-friendly.
Whether you are working on a research paper, a thesis, or any document
requiring rigorous referencing, understanding these examples will
significantly enhance the credibility and clarity of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Endnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system and the AUTHOR-DATE system. This article
focuses exclusively on the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system, which is favored in
fields such as literature, history, and the arts. In this system, superscript
numbers are placed within the text immediately after the relevant quotation,
paraphrase, or piece of information that requires attribution. These numbers
then correspond to a numbered endnote, typically found on a separate page
titled "Notes" at the end of the work, preceding the bibliography. Each note
provides the full bibliographic details of the source at its first mention,
with subsequent mentions requiring a shortened form.

The primary advantage of the endnote system is its ability to incorporate
explanatory or tangential material within the notes themselves, offering a
richer context for the reader without disrupting the flow of the main text.
This flexibility makes it an indispensable tool for scholars who need to
provide extensive background information or engage in scholarly debate
through their citations. Mastery of these conventions ensures academic
integrity and allows readers to easily locate and verify the sources used.



Core Components of a Chicago Style Endnote

Regardless of the source type, Chicago style endnotes share several
fundamental components. The initial citation for a source in the notes
section will generally include the author's name (first name followed by last
name), the title of the work (italicized for books and often in quotation
marks for articles), publication details such as the place of publication,
publisher, and year, and crucially, specific page numbers from which the
information was drawn. Subsequent notes for the same source typically use a
shortened format, often just the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the relevant page number, to avoid redundancy while still providing
sufficient information for identification.

Punctuation is also critical. Commas separate distinct elements, while
periods typically mark the end of a note or a significant section within it.
Pay close attention to the correct placement of these punctuation marks, as
they are integral to the clarity and proper formatting of Chicago style
endnotes.

Author Information

The author's name is the starting point for most endnotes. In the first full
note for a source, the author's first name precedes their last name. For
instance, "Jane Austen" is written as such. This differs from the
bibliography, where the last name typically comes first (Austen, Jane). This
inversion in the notes section is a specific convention of the Chicago
style's Notes and Bibliography system.

If a work has multiple authors, the treatment depends on the number of
authors. For two authors, both names are typically included, with the first
name preceding the last name for the first author and the last name preceding
the first name for the second author in the full note. For three or more
authors, only the first author's name is given, followed by "et al." This
streamlined approach helps maintain brevity in the notes section.

Title of the Work

The title of the source being cited must be accurately represented. For
books, the title is italicized. For shorter works published within a larger
publication, such as articles in journals, chapters in edited books, or
essays, the title is enclosed in quotation marks. The case of the title
should follow standard capitalization rules for titles in English.

It is important to distinguish between the title of a larger work (like a
journal) and a smaller component within it (like an article). For example,
when citing a journal article, the article's title is in quotation marks, and



the journal's title is italicized. This distinction helps readers understand
the source's hierarchy and locate the material more efficiently.

Publication Details

Publication details provide essential context for identifying the source and
are presented in a specific order. For books, this typically includes the
place of publication, followed by the publisher's name, and then the year of
publication. For example, a book published in New York by Penguin Books in
2020 would be cited as "New York: Penguin Books, 2020." If a work has
multiple publication locations, the first listed is generally used.

For articles and other shorter works, the publication details might include
the journal name (italicized), volume number, issue number, and publication
date. For online sources, this information may be supplemented or replaced
with a URL and an access date. Consistency in reporting these details is
paramount for accurate scholarly referencing.

Page Numbers

The specific page or pages from which information is drawn are crucial for
the functionality of endnotes. These are indicated by the abbreviation "p."
for a single page and "pp." for multiple pages. For example, a quotation from
page 45 would be noted as "p. 45," while information spanning pages 102
through 105 would be noted as "pp. 102–05."

It is essential to be precise with page numbers. If a quotation spans a
significant portion of a page, or if the information is found across several
pages that are not contiguous, list all relevant page numbers. For online
articles that do not have traditional pagination, paragraph numbers or
section headings may be used if available and clearly identifiable.

Basic Chicago Style Endnote Examples

This section provides practical examples of Chicago style endnotes for common
source types. Remember that these are the full note citations, appearing for
the first time a source is referenced. Subsequent citations will use a
shortened format.

Book Citation

When citing a book for the first time, the endnote will include the author's
full name, the book's title in italics, and the publication details followed



by the specific page number.

Example:
1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), p.
112.

If the book has an editor instead of an author, the editor's name will be
listed first, followed by "ed." for editor or "eds." for editors.

Example:
2. Harold Bloom, ed., Modern Critical Interpretations: F. Scott Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby (New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986), pp. 5–10.

Journal Article Citation

Citing a journal article requires referencing the author, the article title
in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers,
the publication date, and the specific page number.

Example:
3. Michael Pollan, "The Botany of Desire," The New Yorker, May 20, 2002, p.
68.

Note that for academic journals, the volume and issue numbers are crucial.

Example:
4. Sarah K. S. Cheung, "The Evolution of the Internet in China," Journal of
Communication 58, no. 3 (September 2008): p. 452.

Website/Web Page Citation

Citing online sources requires careful attention to available information. If
an author is listed, include them. Otherwise, start with the title of the
specific page or article. Include the website name, a URL, and the date of
access.

Example:
5. "The History of the Internet," Internet Society, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/.

If an author is clearly identified for the web page:
6. Emily Carter, "Understanding SEO Best Practices," MarketingProfs, December
15, 2022, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.marketingprofs.com/articles/2022/49021/understanding-seo-best-pra
ctices.



Advanced Chicago Style Endnote Examples

This section delves into more complex citation scenarios, demonstrating how
to handle specific situations and types of sources within the Chicago style
endnote framework.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When referencing a chapter or essay within a larger edited collection, you
must cite both the author of the chapter and the editors of the collection.

Example:
7. John Smith, "The Social Impact of Technology," in Essays on Modern
Society, ed. Emily White and Robert Green (London: Academic Press, 2019), pp.
75–90.

The chapter title is in quotation marks, and the book title is italicized.
The editors are listed with their roles.

Secondary Source Citation

Sometimes, you may refer to a source that you have only read about in another
source. This is known as a secondary source citation. It is generally best to
consult the original source, but if that is not possible, Chicago style
provides a format.

Example:
8. Quoted in Jane Doe, The World Today (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2021), p. 55, citing originally by John Adams, A Forgotten Era (Boston:
Colonial Press, 1900), p. 20.

In the note, you indicate that the information is quoted in Doe's work, and
then you provide the details of the original source as you found it.

Newspaper Article Citation

Newspaper articles are cited similarly to journal articles, but typically
without volume and issue numbers. Include the author, article title,
newspaper name (italicized), date of publication, and page number(s).

Example:
9. David Lee, "Local Economy Shows Signs of Growth," Chicago Tribune, October
25, 2023, p. B3.



Note that section designations (like B3) are important for newspaper
citations.

Shortened Notes (Subsequent Citations)

After the first full citation of a source, all subsequent references to that
same source in your endnotes should use a shortened format. This typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the
relevant page number.

Example:
10. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, p. 150.
11. Smith, "Social Impact," p. 82.
12. Cheung, "Internet in China," p. 455.

If you have multiple works by the same author, you will need to include a
shortened title to differentiate them. For example, if Austen had written
another book, the shortened note might be "Austen, Emma, p. 30."

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Endnotes

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style
endnotes and footnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Endnotes appear at the
very end of a document, typically on a separate page titled "Notes," while
footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page where the citation appears.
Both serve the same purpose of providing source attribution and supplementary
information according to the Chicago Manual of Style's Notes and Bibliography
system.

Q: Do I need to create a bibliography if I am using
endnotes?
A: Yes, under the Chicago Manual of Style's Notes and Bibliography system, it
is standard practice to include both endnotes (or footnotes) and a
bibliography. The endnotes provide immediate citation for specific points in
the text, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted, presented alphabetically.



Q: How do I cite a source that I found online but
has no author or publication date?
A: If a source lacks an author, you start the citation with the title of the
page or article. If there is no publication date, use "n.d." (no date) in
place of the date. Always include the website name and the URL, along with
the date you accessed the material. For example: "The Future of AI," Tech
Insights, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.techinsights.com/future-of-ai.

Q: When should I use a shortened note versus a full
note in Chicago style?
A: The first time you cite a source, you must use a full note providing all
necessary bibliographic information. For all subsequent citations of that
same source within your document, you use a shortened note, which typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to
distinguish from other works by the same author), and the specific page
number.

Q: What is the proper way to cite a book with
multiple editions in Chicago style endnotes?
A: When citing a book with multiple editions, you should include the edition
number in the citation after the book title. For example: Jane Austen, Pride
and Prejudice, 3rd ed. (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), p. 112. This helps
readers identify the specific version of the text you consulted.

Q: How do I cite an interview in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: For an interview you conducted yourself, you would provide the
interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g., "interview by author"), and
the date. For example: John Doe, interview by author, October 20, 2023. If
citing an interview published elsewhere, cite it as you would any other
published source (e.g., a journal article or newspaper article).

Q: Can I include explanatory notes in my Chicago
style endnotes?
A: Yes, one of the key advantages of the Chicago style Notes and Bibliography
system is the ability to include supplementary information or comments within
the endnotes themselves. These are often referred to as "explanatory notes"
or "content notes" and are used to elaborate on a point, provide tangential
information, or offer additional context without disrupting the main text.



Q: What is the correct punctuation for a Chicago
style endnote?
A: Punctuation in Chicago style endnotes is precise. Commas are used to
separate elements like the author's name from the title, and the publication
place from the publisher. Periods typically end a full note citation or mark
the conclusion of a distinct part of the note. For example, a book note ends
with a period after the page number. Always refer to the latest edition of
the Chicago Manual of Style for the most accurate punctuation guidelines.
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