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A Guide to Chicago Style Endnote Placement

chicago style endnote placement is a critical component of scholarly writing, ensuring
proper attribution and allowing readers to trace sources with ease. Adhering to the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines for endnotes not only lends credibility to your work but
also demonstrates a commitment to academic integrity. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of placing endnotes correctly within your text, covering everything
from punctuation and citation types to specific scenarios. Understanding these nuances is
essential for students, researchers, and anyone aiming to publish in a format that requires
Chicago style. We will explore the fundamental rules and then address more complex
situations to equip you with the knowledge to navigate this often-misunderstood aspect of
academic writing.
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Understanding the Basics of Endnote Placement

The fundamental principle of Chicago style endnote placement is to signal to the reader
that a specific piece of information—a quotation, a paraphrased idea, a statistic, or a
specific detail—has been drawn from an external source. This signal is made through a
superscript number placed directly within the text, usually at the end of the sentence or
clause containing the borrowed material. The corresponding full citation will then be found
in the endnotes section at the back of the document, numbered sequentially according to
their appearance in the text. Proper endnote placement is not merely a stylistic choice; it is
an ethical obligation in academic and professional writing.

The goal is to make the citation process as unobtrusive as possible for the reader while still
providing clear and complete information. This means the superscript number should
generally follow punctuation, and its placement should intuitively link it to the specific
assertion or passage it supports. Incorrect placement can lead to confusion about what
information is being cited, undermining the clarity and authority of your writing. Therefore,
mastering these basic rules is the first step toward effective use of Chicago style endnotes.



Punctuation and Endnote Superscripts

A crucial aspect of Chicago style endnote placement involves its interaction with
punctuation. The CMOS generally dictates that superscript numbers should appear after
any punctuation mark that ends a sentence or clause. This convention ensures that the
punctuation, which is integral to the grammatical structure of the sentence, remains intact
and visually distinct from the citation marker. For example, if a sentence ends with a
period, the superscript number should follow the period. Similarly, if a quotation ends with a
question mark or an exclamation point, the superscript number comes after that mark.

This rule extends to other punctuation as well. If a clause is followed by a comma, and the
material requiring a citation ends at that point, the superscript number should come after
the comma. This principle of post-punctuation placement is a consistent guideline
throughout the Chicago Manual of Style, designed to maintain the readability of the prose.
Ignoring this rule can make the text appear cluttered and disrupt the flow of reading.

Superscript numbers always follow commas.

Superscript numbers always follow periods.

Superscript numbers always follow question marks.

Superscript numbers always follow exclamation points.

Superscript numbers always follow semicolons.

Placement of Endnotes in Relation to Text

The placement of the superscript endnote number within the text is as important as its
punctuation. As a general rule, the superscript number should be positioned at the end of
the sentence or, if the citation pertains to a specific clause or phrase, at the end of that
particular clause or phrase. The aim is to associate the citation as directly as possible with
the information it supports. If an entire sentence needs to be cited, the superscript number
typically goes at the very end of that sentence, after the final punctuation.

However, if only a specific part of a sentence, such as a quotation or a statistic within that
sentence, is being cited, the superscript should be placed immediately after that specific
phrase or word. This distinction is vital for accuracy. For instance, if you are quoting a short
phrase within a longer sentence, the superscript number should appear directly after the
quoted material, not at the end of the entire sentence. This precise placement ensures that
the reader understands precisely what information is being attributed to which source.



Placement After Quotations
When you directly quote material from a source, the endnote number should be placed
immediately after the closing quotation mark. This applies regardless of whether the
quotation ends the sentence or is embedded within it. If the quotation itself is followed by
punctuation that ends the sentence, the superscript number still follows the quotation mark
and precedes the final punctuation. This ensures that the quote itself is clearly marked for
citation.

Placement for Paraphrased Ideas
For paraphrased ideas or summaries of information, the endnote number is generally
placed at the end of the sentence or clause that contains the paraphrased material. This
means it should follow the final punctuation of that sentence or clause. The logic here is
that the entire sentence encapsulates the borrowed idea, and therefore, a single citation at
the end is sufficient to attribute the source of that idea. Consistency in applying this rule is
key to avoiding ambiguity.

Specific Textual Elements and Endnote Placement

Certain textual elements require specific attention when it comes to Chicago style endnote
placement to maintain clarity and adherence to the style guide. These elements can
include parenthetical phrases, dashes, and even other embedded citations. Understanding
how endnotes interact with these grammatical devices is crucial for producing a polished
and accurate document.

Endnotes and Parenthetical Phrases
When a parenthetical phrase modifies or adds information within a sentence, and that
parenthetical phrase itself requires a citation, the superscript number should generally be
placed immediately after the closing parenthesis of the parenthetical phrase. If the material
requiring citation comes after the parenthetical phrase within the same sentence, the
superscript would be placed after that subsequent material.

Endnotes with Dashes
If a sentence uses dashes to set off an explanatory phrase or clause, and that enclosed
material needs a citation, the superscript number should be placed immediately after the
closing dash. If the citation applies to the sentence as a whole, or to material following the
dashes, then the superscript would be placed according to the general rules at the end of
the sentence or clause.

Endnotes with Semicolons
When a semicolon is used to connect two independent clauses, and the second clause



requires a citation, the superscript number should be placed after the semicolon, but before
the beginning of the second clause. If the citation applies to the first clause, it would be
placed at the end of that clause, before the semicolon. This distinction ensures clarity about
which part of the compound sentence is being cited.

Citing Different Source Types with Endnotes

While the placement of the superscript number follows general rules, the content of the
endnote itself will vary significantly depending on the type of source being cited. Chicago
style provides detailed formats for various sources, including books, journal articles,
websites, and other media. Each has specific requirements for author names, titles,
publication details, and page numbers.

Books
For books, a typical endnote will include the author's full name, the title of the book
(italicized), publication information (city and publisher), and the specific page number(s)
being cited. For example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago, (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2022), 45.

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles requires the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue number, the publication date, and the specific
page number(s). For instance: 2. John Smith, "Urban Development Trends," Journal of Urban
Studies 35, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 112.

Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources can be more complex due to the variability of information available. A
standard citation includes the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article (in
quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication date or last updated
date, and a URL, often with an access date. Example: 3. Emily White, "Public Transportation
in the Midwest," City Life Magazine, last updated October 15, 2023,
https://www.citylifemagazine.com/transportation.

Handling Multiple Citations and Subsequent
Citations

When a single sentence or passage draws upon multiple sources, or when the same source
is cited multiple times, Chicago style provides specific protocols for endnote placement and
formatting to maintain clarity. It is essential to apply these rules diligently to avoid
confusing the reader.



Multiple Citations in a Single Endnote
If a single point in your text requires information from multiple sources, you can combine
these citations into a single endnote number. In the endnote itself, list the citations
sequentially, typically separated by semicolons. The superscript number in the text would
appear after the relevant sentence or clause. For example, if a sentence draws on both a
book and an article, the endnote might read: 4. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago, 45; John
Smith, "Urban Development Trends," 112.

Subsequent Citations of the Same Source
For any citation after the first full citation of a particular source, Chicago style generally
uses a shortened form. This shortened note includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and
the page number. The superscript number in the text would be placed according to the
standard rules. For instance, if you cite Jane Doe's book again: 5. Doe, History of Chicago,
78.

Special Considerations for Chicago Style
Endnotes

Beyond the general rules, certain situations in academic writing present unique challenges
for endnote placement. These can involve citing multiple works by the same author,
referring to a previously cited page, or handling specific types of academic materials.

Works by the Same Author
When you cite multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to use shortened titles in
subsequent citations to distinguish them. Even in the first full citation, if you are citing
multiple works by the same author within a single document, it is good practice to include
the full title to establish the reference clearly. The subsequent shortened notes will then
rely on these established full titles.

Referring to Previously Cited Pages
If you need to refer to a page from a source that has already been fully cited, you still use
the shortened note format. The key is to ensure the author's last name and the relevant
shortened title (if applicable) are present, followed by the new page number. The system is
designed to be efficient for both the writer and the reader.

Citing Legal and Historical Documents
Legal documents, historical manuscripts, and other specialized materials may have specific
citation conventions that Chicago style acknowledges. While the general principles of
endnote placement still apply, the format of the endnote itself might need to follow



established practices within those particular fields. Consulting the Chicago Manual of Style
for these specific instances is recommended.

The Importance of Consistency in Endnote Usage

Consistency is paramount when it comes to Chicago style endnote placement and
formatting. Applying the rules uniformly throughout your entire document is not just a
matter of good practice; it is a fundamental requirement for clarity and credibility.
Inconsistent placement or formatting can lead to confusion for your readers, making it
difficult for them to locate sources or understand which information is being attributed to
whom.

This commitment to consistency extends to every aspect of your citations, from the initial
placement of the superscript number to the final details of the endnote entry. Taking the
time to double-check each citation against the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines will
significantly enhance the professionalism and academic rigor of your work. A well-formatted
and consistently applied endnote system reflects a meticulous approach to research and
writing.

Navigating Complex Chicago Style Endnote
Scenarios

While many instances of endnote placement are straightforward, some situations demand a
more nuanced understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style. These can include citing
works that have no author, referencing editions with significant revisions, or incorporating
multimedia sources. The goal is always to provide the most accurate and accessible
information to the reader.

Works Without an Author
If a work lacks an author, the citation typically begins with the title of the work. The
endnote number in the text would follow the sentence or clause containing the information
from this unauthored source. The endnote itself would then list the title first, followed by
publication details.

Citing Different Editions
When citing a specific edition of a book, especially one with significant revisions or
commentary, it is important to include edition information in your endnote. If the endnote
number refers to material that is specific to that edition, this detail should be clear in the
endnote entry, and the superscript placement will follow the standard rules.



Multimedia and Digital Sources
As digital and multimedia content becomes more prevalent in academic research, Chicago
style offers guidance for citing these diverse formats. This can include podcasts, videos,
and interactive websites. The principle of precise placement of the superscript number
remains, but the details within the endnote will adapt to capture relevant information for
that specific media type.

FAQ

Q: Where should I place an endnote number if it refers
to a specific word or phrase within a sentence, not the
whole sentence?
A: If an endnote refers to a specific word or phrase within a sentence, the superscript
number should be placed immediately after that word or phrase, before any intervening
punctuation, but within the same clause or sentence.

Q: Does the placement of endnote numbers change if
I'm using the author-date system instead of notes and
bibliography?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style has two main systems: notes and bibliography, and
author-date. The rules for endnote placement are specific to the notes and bibliography
system. In the author-date system, in-text citations are typically parenthetical, not
superscript numbers leading to endnotes.

Q: What is the general rule for placing endnote
numbers in relation to quotation marks?
A: The general rule for endnote numbers in Chicago style is that they should be placed after
the closing quotation mark, regardless of whether the quotation ends the sentence or is
embedded within it.

Q: How do I cite multiple sources for a single sentence
using endnotes?
A: If a single sentence or idea draws from multiple sources, you can place one endnote
number at the end of that sentence or clause and then list all the corresponding citations
within that single endnote, usually separated by semicolons.

Q: What is the correct placement of an endnote number



when a sentence ends with an abbreviation followed by
a period?
A: The endnote number should be placed after the abbreviation and its period, as the
period is part of the abbreviation and the endnote number follows sentence-ending
punctuation. For example: "This is an example, etc.1"

Q: Should endnote numbers be included in
parenthetical citations if I'm using the notes and
bibliography system?
A: Endnote numbers are not typically included within parenthetical citations when using the
notes and bibliography system. The superscript numbers in the text lead to the endnotes,
and parenthetical citations have their own format (usually author-date).

Q: How do I handle endnote placement when citing a
long block quotation?
A: For long block quotations (indented passages), the endnote number is placed after the
final punctuation mark of the quotation, similar to a regular sentence-ending rule, but
before the indentation.

Q: What if I need to cite a specific part of a source that
has already been cited in full?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source, you use a shortened note format. The
endnote number placement follows the standard rules (after punctuation, after quotes,
etc.), and the endnote itself will contain the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
new page number.
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