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Chicago Style Endnote Format Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style endnote format examples are essential for academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to easily locate sources. This
guide delves deep into the intricacies of Chicago style endnotes, providing clear examples
for various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and interviews.
Understanding the nuances of this citation system is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and enhancing the credibility of your work. We will explore the fundamental
principles of endnotes, their differences from footnotes, and detailed breakdowns of how
to format common and less common sources. Mastering these examples will equip you
with the confidence to cite your research accurately and effectively.
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Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the author-date
system and the notes-and-bibliography system. This article focuses on the latter, which
utilizes endnotes (or footnotes) to cite sources. Endnotes appear at the end of the paper,
chapter, or book, with a corresponding superscript number in the text indicating the
source of the information. This method is often preferred in humanities disciplines such as
literature, history, and art history.

The primary purpose of endnotes is to provide detailed bibliographic information for every
piece of information you draw from an external source, whether it's a direct quote, a
paraphrase, or an idea that isn't your own. This practice is fundamental to avoiding
plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. By offering a comprehensive list of references
at the end, the author-date system can also be used, but endnotes offer a more immediate
and granular connection between the text and its source.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Endnote

Each Chicago style endnote follows a specific structure, though the exact punctuation and
order of elements can vary slightly depending on the source type. However, there are core
components common to most endnotes. These include the author's name, the title of the



work, publication information (such as place of publication, publisher, and year), and
location details within the source (like page numbers).

The first time a source is cited, the endnote will contain full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened form, typically including the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the specific page number(s). This distinction is
important for streamlining the endnote section and making it easier for readers to track
recurring sources.

Author Information
The author's name is typically presented in the endnote with the first name followed by
the last name. For example, "Jane Doe" rather than "Doe, Jane." If a source has multiple
authors, the first author is listed as first name then last name, and subsequent authors are
listed in normal order (first name then last name). For works with many authors, you
might list the first few and then use "et al." after the last listed author, depending on
specific guidelines within CMOS.

Title of the Work
Titles of books and longer works are italicized, while titles of articles, chapters, or shorter
works are placed in quotation marks. This distinction helps readers quickly identify the
type of source being referenced. The capitalization of titles generally follows title case,
meaning most major words are capitalized.

Publication Details
Publication details vary significantly by source type. For books, this typically includes the
city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For journal articles,
it will include the journal title, volume number, issue number, and year. For websites, it
might include the website name and a publication or last updated date.

Page Numbers
Page numbers are crucial for directing the reader to the exact location of the cited
information within a source. In endnotes, page numbers are usually preceded by "p." for a
single page or "pp." for a range of pages.

Formatting Common Source Types in Endnotes

Mastering the format for common source types is the cornerstone of effective Chicago
style endnote usage. These examples cover the most frequently encountered materials in
academic writing, providing a clear template for your citations.



Books
For a book, the endnote includes the author's full name, the italicized title, publication
information, and the specific page number(s) cited. The first citation is full, while
subsequent ones are shortened.

First citation: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent citation: 2. Doe, History of Chicago, 112.

Journal Articles
When citing a journal article, you need to include the author's name, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, the year of
publication, and the specific page number(s). The first citation is comprehensive.

First citation: 3. John Smith, "The Evolution of Jazz Music," Journal of American
Musicology 25, no. 3 (2019): 215.

Subsequent citation: 4. Smith, "Evolution of Jazz," 220.

Chapters in Edited Books
Citing a chapter from an edited book requires mentioning the chapter author, the chapter
title, the book title, the editor(s) of the book, the publication information for the book, and
the page range of the chapter within the book.

First citation: 5. Alice Brown, "Early Urban Planning," in Foundations of Modern
Cities, ed. Robert Green (New York: Metropolis Books, 2018), 78-95.

Subsequent citation: 6. Brown, "Early Urban Planning," 82.

Websites
Citing online sources involves providing the author (if available), the title of the specific
page or article, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date, and the
URL. It is also good practice to include an access date.

First citation: 7. "Climate Change Impacts," NASA Climate, last modified October 26,
2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.



Subsequent citation: 8. "Climate Change Impacts," NASA Climate.

Formatting Less Common Source Types in
Endnotes

Beyond the everyday sources, writers often encounter more unique materials that require
specific formatting in Chicago style endnotes. These examples demonstrate how to handle
less frequently cited but still important types of sources.

Newspaper Articles
For newspaper articles, you'll need the author's name (if bylined), the article title, the
newspaper name (in italics), the date of publication, and the page number(s).

First citation: 9. Emily White, "Local Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago
Tribune, November 15, 2023, A1.

Subsequent citation: 10. White, "Local Council."

Interviews
When citing an interview, whether it was published or conducted by you, include the
interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g., personal interview, email interview), and
the date.

11. Interview with Dr. Michael Chen, personal interview, October 10, 2023.

Government Documents
Government documents are cited by the issuing agency, the title of the document (often in
italics), and the publication date and any relevant identifying numbers.

12. United States, Department of Justice, Report on Criminal Justice Reform
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2021), 34.



Dissertations and Theses
For unpublished dissertations or theses, cite the author, the title (in italics), the degree
sought (e.g., PhD dissertation), the university, and the year.

13. Sarah Miller, The Impact of Social Media on Teenagers (PhD dissertation,
Northwestern University, 2022).

Differentiating Endnotes from Footnotes

While both endnotes and footnotes serve the same fundamental purpose in the notes-and-
bibliography system—to cite sources and provide supplementary information—their
placement is the key differentiator. Understanding this distinction is vital for choosing the
appropriate method for your document.

Footnotes are located at the bottom of the page where the reference or comment appears
in the text. This immediate proximity allows readers to quickly consult the source without
having to turn to the end of the document. This can be particularly useful in longer works
or when making frequent references, as it disrupts the reading flow less.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the main text, before the
bibliography. Each endnote corresponds to a superscript number in the text. This
placement keeps the main body of the writing clean and uncluttered, making it easier for
readers to focus on the narrative. However, it requires readers to flip to the end of the
chapter or document to view the citation details.

Practical Tips for Using Chicago Style Endnotes

Effective use of Chicago style endnotes involves more than just understanding the
formatting rules; it requires strategic application and careful management. Implementing
these practical tips will enhance the clarity and professionalism of your academic or
professional writing.

Be Consistent: Whichever elements you choose to include (e.g., access dates for
online sources), be consistent throughout your document. Inconsistency can be
distracting and undermine your credibility.

Use Superscript Numbers Correctly: Ensure that the superscript numbers in your
text correspond precisely to the order of the endnotes. Each number should only
appear once in the text, and the endnotes should be numbered sequentially.

Distinguish First and Subsequent Citations Clearly: This is a critical rule in Chicago



style. Always provide full bibliographic details for the first mention of a source and
use a shortened form for all subsequent mentions of that same source.

Proofread Meticulously: Errors in citation can lead to confusion and can detract from
the perceived quality of your research. Always proofread your endnotes carefully for
typos, punctuation errors, and formatting mistakes.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style: For any ambiguities or for source types not
covered here, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for
the definitive guidelines.

When to Use Endnotes in Your Writing

The decision to use endnotes rather than footnotes or the author-date system often
depends on the specific requirements of your assignment, publication, or discipline. The
notes-and-bibliography system, which employs endnotes, is particularly well-suited for
certain types of writing.

Endnotes are often favored in fields where extensive commentary or explanatory asides
are common. Authors may use endnotes not only for citations but also for tangential
information, supplementary discussions, or acknowledgments that would interrupt the
main text. This allows the author to maintain a smooth narrative flow while still providing
readers with access to valuable additional context or detailed source information.

Furthermore, many academic journals and publishers in the humanities prefer or require
the use of endnotes for their publications. Familiarity with Chicago style endnotes,
therefore, is a valuable skill for anyone submitting work to such venues. The clarity and
detail provided by endnotes contribute significantly to the rigor and transparency of
scholarly research.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style
endnotes and footnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes are located at the bottom of
the page where the citation or comment appears in the text, while endnotes are compiled
at the end of the document, chapter, or book, before the bibliography. Both serve to cite
sources and offer supplementary information.



Q: Do I need to include the URL for every online source
in a Chicago style endnote?
A: While it is good practice to include the URL for online sources, Chicago style primarily
requires the author, title of the specific page/article, website name, and publication/last
updated date for the first citation. The URL is often included for clarity and ease of access,
especially if the source is not easily retrievable through a simple search.

Q: How do I format a citation for a source I accessed
multiple times but only quoted from once?
A: For each unique source you consult, you create an endnote the first time you refer to it.
If you quote or paraphrase from that same source again later in your paper, you use a
shortened endnote format, regardless of how many times you might have read or
consulted the source in its entirety.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a work with no author
in Chicago style endnotes?
A: When a work has no author, you begin the endnote with the title of the work. If it's a
book, the title will be italicized. If it's an article or chapter, the title will be in quotation
marks. The rest of the citation follows the standard format for that source type.

Q: Can I use endnotes for explanatory comments in
addition to citations?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-and-bibliography system allows for the use of
endnotes for both citations and supplementary explanatory comments. These comments
are treated similarly to citations, with a superscript number in the text linking to the
explanatory note at the end.

Q: How do I handle citing a source that has multiple
editions?
A: When citing a source with multiple editions, you should include the edition number in
your endnote if it is relevant and helps distinguish the specific version you used. For
example, after the title of the book, you might add "2nd ed." before the publication
information.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago
style when endnotes are also used?
A: The bibliography, or works cited list, is a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources
cited in the endnotes (and sometimes all sources consulted, even if not cited). It provides a



complete overview of your research and allows readers to find your sources easily without
needing to scour the endnotes. The endnotes provide the granular detail of where specific
information comes from within each source.
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