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Chicago Style Endnote Citation Rules: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style endnote citation rules are essential for academic and professional writing, ensuring
proper attribution of sources and maintaining scholarly integrity. This guide provides a detailed
exploration of the Chicago Manual of Style's Notes and Bibliography system, covering everything from
basic principles to specific source types. Understanding these nuances is crucial for scholars,
researchers, and students to accurately cite books, articles, websites, and other materials within their
work. We will delve into the structure of both the endnotes themselves and the corresponding
bibliography entries, offering clear examples and explanations to simplify the process. This
comprehensive resource aims to equip you with the knowledge necessary to confidently apply
Chicago style endnote citations.
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Understanding the Chicago Notes and Bibliography
System
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. The Notes and Bibliography system is widely favored in fields
such as literature, history, and the arts. It utilizes superscript numbers within the text that correspond
to notes—either footnotes or endnotes—at the end of the paper or chapter. This system allows for
more detailed commentary or supplementary information in the notes themselves, in addition to
citation details.

The primary advantage of the Notes and Bibliography system is its flexibility. It allows writers to
include explanatory material or digressions that might disrupt the flow of the main text. Furthermore,
it often leads to a cleaner-looking page, as full citation details are removed from the body of the work
and placed in the notes. This guide focuses exclusively on the endnote variation of this system, where
all notes are compiled at the end of the document.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Endnote
A Chicago style endnote is a brief, yet informative, representation of a source. It typically includes the
author's name, the title of the work, and publication details. The specific elements and their order
vary depending on the source type and whether it's the first time the source is cited or a subsequent



citation. For first-time citations, the endnote usually contains more complete bibliographical
information, mirroring a bibliography entry but with different punctuation and formatting.

Subsequent citations of the same source are significantly shortened. This often involves using the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. This economy of space is a
key feature of the Notes and Bibliography system, making it efficient for authors and readers alike.
The use of superscript numbers in the text is critical; each number corresponds to a specific note, and
the order of these numbers dictates the order of the notes in the endnote section.

Key components to generally expect in a first-time endnote include:

Author's First Name Last Name

Title of the Work (italicized or in quotation marks depending on the source type)

Publication Information (place of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Page Number(s)

Citing Books in Endnotes
Citing a book in Chicago style endnotes requires careful attention to detail, especially for the initial
citation. The first time a book is referenced, the endnote should include the author's full name, the
book's title (italicized), and publication details such as the city of publication, publisher, and year. The
page number(s) being referenced in the text must also be included.

For example, a first-time citation of a book might look like this: 1. John Smith, The Art of Citation
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 45.

Subsequent citations of the same book are condensed. Instead of the full publication details, you
would typically use the author's last name, a shortened title (if the title is long), and the page number.
For instance: 2. Smith, Art of Citation, 112.

If you are citing multiple works by the same author, the shortened title becomes even more important
to distinguish between them. It's also possible to use "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in the same place") if
the citation immediately follows another citation of the same source and refers to the same page.
However, if the page number changes, you would use "ibid., [new page number]". The use of "ibid." is
less common in modern digital environments but remains a valid Chicago style element.

Citing Journal Articles in Endnotes
Journal articles are frequently cited in academic writing, and Chicago style endnotes provide a clear
format for this. A first-time endnote for a journal article will include the author's full name, the article
title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication
year, and the page range of the article. Crucially, it will also specify the page number(s) from which
you are quoting or to which you are referring.

An example of a first-time endnote for a journal article: 3. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Endnotes,"
Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 78, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx.



Subsequent citations of the same journal article follow the shortened format, similar to books. This
usually involves the author's last name, a shortened article title, and the specific page number. For
instance: 4. Doe, "Evolution of Endnotes," 85.

The inclusion of a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is now standard practice for online journal articles, as
it provides a stable link to the source. Ensure you check the most recent edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style for any updates on DOI formatting and placement.

Citing Websites and Online Sources in Endnotes
Citing websites and other online content in Chicago style endnotes requires adaptability, as these
sources can be varied. The general principle is to provide enough information for the reader to locate
the source. For a first-time citation, include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or
document, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL.
The date you accessed the material is also often included.

A typical website citation endnote: 5. "Climate Change Impacts," National Environmental Agency,
accessed May 10, 2024, https://www.nea.gov/climate/impacts.

If an author is not readily apparent, you may begin the citation with the title of the webpage. If a
publication or update date is missing, you can omit it or indicate the date of access. Subsequent
citations of the same webpage are also shortened, often using the author (or website name if no
author) and a shortened title, along with the page number if applicable, or simply the author/title and
URL.

Citing Other Common Source Types
Beyond books and journal articles, Chicago style endnotes can accommodate a wide array of source
materials. This includes citing newspapers, magazines, reports, dissertations, interviews, and even
unpublished materials. Each type has specific formatting conventions to ensure clarity and
completeness.

For newspaper articles, you would typically include the author, article title, newspaper name
(italicized), date of publication, and page number. Magazine articles are cited similarly, often
including the volume and issue number if available. Reports, especially those from organizations, will
include the authoring organization, the title of the report, and publication details.

Interviews, whether published or personal, require the interviewee's name, the nature of the interview
(e.g., "personal interview," "interview by phone"), and the date it was conducted. For unpublished
materials, such as personal correspondence or manuscripts, provide details about the author, the
document title, its location (e.g., archive or collection), and the date of the document or
correspondence.

Newspaper Article: 6. Michael Brown, "Local Elections See High Turnout," The City Chronicle,
November 7, 2023, sec. A, p. 1.

Magazine Article: 7. Sarah Lee, "The Future of AI," Tech Today, January 2024, 32.

Personal Interview: 8. Interview with Dr. Emily Carter, May 1, 2024.



The Corresponding Bibliography Entries
While endnotes provide the citation details at the point of reference, the bibliography, located at the
end of the document, offers a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the text. The bibliography
entries are typically formatted differently from the endnotes. The most significant difference is that
the author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. This arrangement facilitates
alphabetical sorting.

For example, the book citation from endnote 1 (John Smith, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2022), 45) would appear in the bibliography as: Smith, John. The Art of Citation.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022.

Similarly, the journal article from endnote 3 (Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Endnotes," Journal of
Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 78, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx) would be listed in the
bibliography as: Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Endnotes." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (Spring
2023): 75-90. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx. Note that the bibliography entry provides the full page
range of the article, not just the specific page cited.

The bibliography is organized alphabetically by the author's last name. For works without an author,
entries are alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. Each entry in the bibliography should
be formatted consistently according to CMOS guidelines, ensuring a professional and organized
presentation of your sources.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Endnotes
Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style endnote citation rules can lead to common errors if not
approached with diligence. One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting between the first and
subsequent citations of the same source. Another pitfall is omitting crucial information, such as the
page number or publication date, which is essential for source identification. Punctuation errors, such
as incorrect use of commas, periods, and quotation marks, are also prevalent.

To avoid these issues, it's best practice to consult the official Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable
online resource that adheres to its guidelines. Maintain a consistent citation style throughout your
document. Double-check every element of your endnotes against your source material and the CMOS
rules. Keep track of all sources used from the beginning of your writing process to make bibliography
compilation easier.

Furthermore, be mindful of when to use shortened notes versus full notes. While subsequent citations
are typically shortened, there are nuances. If you are citing a different work by the same author
immediately after a citation of a previous work by that author, a shortened title is essential. Always
ensure clarity and precision; the goal is to provide readers with the exact information they need to
locate and verify your sources efficiently and accurately.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between endnotes and
footnotes in the Chicago style?
A: The fundamental difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page



where the reference occurs, while endnotes are compiled together at the end of the document,
chapter, or paper. Both serve the same purpose of providing citation and supplementary information
corresponding to superscript numbers in the text.

Q: How do I cite a source that I have already cited in a
previous endnote, but it's not the immediately preceding
note?
A: If the source is not the immediately preceding one, you cannot use "ibid." You will need to use a
shortened note format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if necessary), and the specific page number being referenced. For example: Doe, "Evolution of
Endnotes," 85.

Q: Do I need to include the URL for every online source in
Chicago style endnotes?
A: It is highly recommended to include the URL for most online sources, especially if there is no clear
print equivalent or if the content is dynamic. For more stable online resources like e-books or online
journal articles with DOIs, the DOI or permalink is often preferred or used in conjunction with the URL.
The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes providing the most stable and accessible path to the source.

Q: What is the proper way to cite a chapter in an edited book
using Chicago style endnotes?
A: When citing a chapter in an edited book, the endnote should include the chapter author's full
name, the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in," the book title (italicized), the editor(s)'
name(s) preceded by "ed." or "eds." (e.g., edited by John Smith), the publication information (city,
publisher, year), and the page numbers of the chapter.

Q: How do I cite a personal communication, such as an email
or letter, in Chicago style endnotes?
A: For personal communications (emails, letters, conversations), the endnote should include the
sender's name, the type of communication, and the date it was sent or occurred. For example: Jane
Doe to John Smith, email, October 26, 2023. You generally do not need to include these in the
bibliography as they are considered private and inaccessible to readers.

Q: When should I use the "ibid." citation in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: "Ibid." (ibidem) is used to refer to the immediately preceding citation. If the citation refers to the
same page as the preceding one, you can simply use "Ibid." If it refers to a different page of the same
source, you would use "Ibid., [new page number]." Its use is less common now, especially with digital
sources, but remains a valid element of the Chicago style.



Q: What is the difference in punctuation between an endnote
and a bibliography entry for a book?
A: For a book, the endnote typically uses commas to separate elements and ends with a period (e.g.,
John Smith, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 45.). The bibliography
entry uses periods to separate major components and often employs a hanging indent (e.g., Smith,
John. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022.). The author's name is also
reversed in the bibliography (Last Name, First Name).
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