
chicago style economics formatting solutions
for students
chicago style economics formatting solutions for students often presents a unique set of
challenges, demanding precision and adherence to specific academic conventions. Navigating the
intricacies of citations, bibliographies, and the overall presentation of economic research can be
daunting for students, especially when deadlines loom. This article aims to demystify these
requirements, offering comprehensive guidance on mastering Chicago style for economics papers. We
will delve into the fundamental principles of this citation system, explore common formatting pitfalls,
and provide practical solutions to ensure your work meets the highest academic standards.
Furthermore, we will discuss the essential elements of crafting effective bibliographies and in-text
citations, along with advice on presenting tables, figures, and mathematical notation correctly. By
understanding these key aspects, students can confidently produce well-formatted and persuasive
economic research.

Table of Contents
Understanding Chicago Style in Economics
Key Components of Chicago Style Formatting
Common Formatting Challenges and Solutions
Citations: In-Text and Endnotes/Bibliography
Presenting Data: Tables, Figures, and Equations
Resources for Chicago Style Economics Formatting

Understanding Chicago Style in Economics

Chicago style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is a widely adopted citation and
formatting guide in academic disciplines, including economics. It is particularly favored for its
flexibility, offering two distinct systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.
For economics, the Author-Date system is often preferred due to its conciseness and directness in
referencing sources within the text, which is crucial for the rapid flow of data and arguments common
in economic discourse.

The core principle behind Chicago style in economics is to provide clear and consistent attribution of
sources while maintaining the readability of the academic text. This means ensuring that every piece
of borrowed information, whether a statistic, a theoretical concept, or a direct quote, is properly
credited to its original author. Adherence to these guidelines not only upholds academic integrity but
also allows readers to easily trace the origins of the research presented, fostering trust and credibility.

Key Components of Chicago Style Formatting

Mastering Chicago style for economics formatting involves understanding several critical components
that contribute to the overall presentation and academic rigor of a paper. These elements work in
conjunction to create a cohesive and professional document.



Title Page and Abstract

A well-formatted title page is the first impression of your economic research. It typically includes the
title of the paper, your name, the course name and number, the instructor's name, and the date. The
title should be clear, concise, and indicative of the paper's subject matter. Following the title page,
many economics papers require an abstract. This is a brief summary (usually 150-250 words) that
encapsulates the paper's main purpose, methodology, key findings, and conclusions. It should be
informative enough to allow readers to quickly grasp the essence of your research.

Margins, Spacing, and Font

Standard formatting guidelines in Chicago style dictate specific requirements for margins, spacing,
and font choice. Typically, a one-inch margin on all sides of the page is standard. The paper should be
double-spaced throughout, including block quotations and bibliographic entries. For the font, Times
New Roman or Arial in a 12-point size is generally recommended for its readability and professional
appearance. These seemingly minor details contribute significantly to the visual appeal and ease of
reading your paper.

Headings and Subheadings

Effective use of headings and subheadings is essential for organizing your economic arguments and
guiding the reader through your research. In Chicago style, headings are typically centered or left-
aligned, with specific capitalization rules. The main title is usually the largest and most prominent,
followed by major section headings (which would correspond to

tags in this context) and then subheadings
(corresponding to

tags). Consistent formatting of these elements clearly
delineates different sections of your paper, making complex
economic analyses more accessible.

Common Formatting Challenges and Solutions

Students often encounter specific formatting hurdles when



working with Chicago style in economics. Recognizing these
common issues and knowing how to address them can save
significant time and prevent errors.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes and Bibliographic Entries

The Notes-Bibliography system of Chicago style uses
footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the Author-Date
system relies on in-text citations followed by a reference list.
In economics, the Author-Date system is more prevalent,
requiring a "References" or "Works Cited" page at the end of
the paper. Each entry on this page must be meticulously
formatted according to CMOS guidelines, including author(s),
year of publication, title, and publication details. The key is to
ensure consistency between the in-text citations and the
bibliographic entries, so every source mentioned in the text is
listed, and vice versa.

For example, a bibliographic entry for a journal article using
the Author-Date system might look like this:

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson.
2005. "The Rise of Formal Institutions." Journal of
Economic Perspectives 20 (1): 3–27.



Citing Electronic Resources

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation,
especially with the proliferation of online working papers,
data repositories, and digital journals. Chicago style provides
guidelines for citing these ephemeral and constantly evolving
sources. When citing online materials, it is crucial to include
the author, title, publication information (if available), and a
stable URL or DOI. If the content is likely to change, noting
the access date is also important. For economists, citing
datasets is particularly vital, and these should be treated with
the same rigor as published academic works, often requiring
specific details about the dataset provider and version.

Citations: In-Text and Endnotes/Bibliography

Accurate citation is the cornerstone of academic integrity and
a fundamental requirement of Chicago style in economics.
Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography system or the
Author-Date system, the goal is to give credit where credit is
due and allow readers to locate your sources.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date System)

In the Author-Date system, which is common in economics,
citations appear directly in the text, typically in parentheses.
The format is straightforward: (Author Year). If you are



quoting directly or referencing a specific page, you include
the page number: (Author Year, Page). For example, "The
seminal work on endogenous growth suggests that innovation
is a key driver of long-term economic expansion (Romer
1990)." If an author has multiple works published in the same
year, they are distinguished by letters: (Author Yeara),
(Author Yearb).

When paraphrasing or referring to an idea, the citation is still
necessary:

The effectiveness of monetary policy can be significantly
influenced by the credibility of the central bank (Mishkin
2001).

Recent studies indicate a strong correlation between
education levels and individual earning potential (Card
1999).

The Bibliography/Reference List

The bibliography, or reference list, is an alphabetized list of
all the sources cited in your paper. It appears at the end of
the document. For the Author-Date system, this section is
typically titled "References." Each entry must be complete
and follow the specific format for the type of source (book,
journal article, working paper, website, etc.). Consistency in
formatting the bibliography is paramount. This section acts as



a crucial roadmap for your readers, allowing them to delve
deeper into the literature you have consulted.

In-Text Citations (Notes-Bibliography System)

While less common in economics than the Author-Date
system, the Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript
numbers within the text to indicate a citation. These numbers
correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or
endnotes at the end of the paper. The first time a source is
cited, the note provides full bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations to the same source are shortened. This
system is often used in history and the humanities but can be
encountered in some economic journals or for specific types
of research.

Presenting Data: Tables, Figures, and Equations

Economics heavily relies on quantitative data, charts, and
mathematical models. Chicago style provides specific
guidance on how to present these elements clearly and
professionally within your research papers.

Formatting Tables



Tables are used to present numerical data in an organized,
columnar format. In Chicago style, tables should be clearly
labeled with a number (e.g., Table 1) and a descriptive title.
The title should be placed above the table. Within the table
itself, column and row headings should be concise and
informative. Consistency in decimal places and units of
measurement is essential. Footnotes within tables are used
for explanations or source information and are denoted by
lowercase letters or symbols.

Formatting Figures (Graphs and Charts)

Figures, which include graphs, charts, and diagrams, are
crucial for visualizing economic relationships and trends.
Similar to tables, figures must be numbered sequentially
(e.g., Figure 1) and given a descriptive title. The title for a
figure is typically placed below the visual element. Axes
should be clearly labeled with units of measurement. Source
information for figures, if not derived from original analysis,
should be clearly indicated, often in a caption or footnote.
Ensure that all text within figures is legible.

Presenting Mathematical Equations

Mathematical notation and equations are fundamental to
economic analysis. Chicago style dictates that equations
should be set apart from the text and numbered
consecutively. Each numbered equation should be on its own



line, often centered. These equation numbers are typically
placed in parentheses flush with the right margin. It is
important to define all variables used in equations either
before or immediately after their first appearance, or in a
dedicated list of symbols. Clarity in notation prevents
ambiguity and ensures your economic models are understood
correctly.

Resources for Chicago Style Economics Formatting

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can be made
significantly easier with access to the right resources.
Consulting these tools can help ensure accuracy and
compliance with academic standards.

The Chicago Manual of Style

The primary and most authoritative resource is the official
Chicago Manual of Style itself. It is available in print and
online and provides comprehensive guidelines on virtually
every aspect of academic writing and publishing, including
citation, grammar, punctuation, and manuscript preparation.
For economics students, focusing on the sections related to
the Author-Date system and the presentation of quantitative
material is particularly beneficial.



University Writing Centers and Style Guides

Many universities offer writing center services that provide
personalized assistance with academic writing and
formatting. These centers often develop their own
supplementary style guides or cheat sheets tailored to
specific disciplines, including economics. These resources can
offer practical examples and clarify common points of
confusion specific to your department's expectations.

Online Citation Generators and Databases

While helpful for generating basic citation formats, it is
crucial to use online citation generators with caution. Always
cross-reference their output with the official Chicago Manual
of Style or your instructor's guidelines. Databases like JSTOR
or EconLit often provide citation information for articles,
which can be a good starting point, but may still require
manual adjustment to meet Chicago style requirements
precisely.

By systematically applying the principles and utilizing
available resources, students can confidently tackle the
formatting demands of Chicago style in their economics
papers, allowing their research and analysis to shine without
being overshadowed by presentation errors.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
economics papers?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within
the text. The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript
numbers referring to footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-
Date system uses parenthetical citations like (Author Year)
directly within the text. For economics, the Author-Date
system is generally more common due to its efficiency in
presenting quantitative data and arguments.

Q: How should I format my bibliography in Chicago style for
an economics paper using the Author-Date system?

A: For the Author-Date system, your bibliography, typically
titled "References," should be an alphabetized list of all
sources cited in your paper. Each entry requires specific
formatting depending on the source type (book, journal
article, working paper, etc.), generally including author(s),
publication year, title, and publication details. Consistency is
key, and the exact format should be consulted from the
Chicago Manual of Style.

Q: What are the common pitfalls to avoid when formatting
tables and figures in Chicago style economics papers?



A: Common pitfalls include inconsistent numbering and titling
of tables and figures, unclear axis labels in figures, improper
use of decimal places or units in tables, and illegible text
within graphical elements. Ensure titles are placed correctly
(above tables, below figures) and that all data is presented
clearly and accurately according to CMOS guidelines.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators for
Chicago style economics formatting?

A: Online citation generators can be helpful for generating
basic formats, but they should be used with caution. Always
cross-reference the generated citations with the official
Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor's specific
guidelines. These generators may not always capture the
nuances required for specific economic sources or adhere to
every detail of CMOS.

Q: How do I cite a working paper or an online economic
dataset in Chicago style?

A: Citing working papers and online datasets requires careful
attention to detail. For working papers, include the author(s),
year, title, the series name and number if applicable, and a
stable URL or DOI. For datasets, cite the data provider,
dataset title, version or release date, and the URL or method
of access. It's crucial to be as specific as possible to allow
readers to locate the exact data used.

Q: Should I double-space my entire economics paper when
using Chicago style?



A: Yes, generally, Chicago style requires double-spacing
throughout the entire paper, including the title page,
abstract, main text, block quotations, and
bibliography/reference list entries. This ensures readability
and a professional presentation of your work.

Q: What is the recommended font and font size for Chicago
style economics papers?

A: The most commonly recommended font is a serif font like
Times New Roman or a sans-serif font like Arial. The standard
font size is 12-point. Consistency in font and size throughout
the document is important for a cohesive look.

Q: When using the Notes-Bibliography system, how are
subsequent citations of the same source handled in Chicago
style?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first citation of a
source provides full bibliographic details in the footnote or
endnote. Subsequent citations to the same source use a
shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. If multiple works by
the same author are cited, the author's name and title are
essential to distinguish them.
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