CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS FORMATTING HELP FOR ECONOMICS
SCHOLARS

NAVIGATING CHICAGO STYLE EcoNoMIcs FORMATTING: ESSENTIAL HELP FOR ECONOMICS SCHOLARS

CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS FORMATTING HELP FOR ECONOMICS SCHOLARS IS A CRITICAL CONCERN FOR ANYONE ASPIRING TO
PUBLISH THEIR RESEARCH IN LEADING ECONOMIC JOURNALS OR ADHERE TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS. MASTERING THE INTRICACIES OF
THIS STYLE ENSURES CLARITY, CONSISTENCY, AND PROFESSIONALISM IN YOUR WORK, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO A WIDER
AUDIENCE AND INCREASING ITS POTENTIAL FOR ACCEPTANCE IN PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE
DELVES INTO THE CORE COMPONENTS OF CHICAGO STYLE AS APPLIED TO ECONOMICS, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM CITATION
PRACTICES TO THE PRESENTATION OF TABLES AND FIGURES, AND THE NUANCES OF MATHEMATICAL AND STATISTICAL NOTATION.
WE WILL EXPLORE COMMON PITFALLS AND PROVIDE PRACTICAL STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME THEM, EMPOWERING YOU TO
PRESENT YOUR ECONOMIC SCHOLARSHIP WITH CONFIDENCE AND PRECISION. UNDERSTANDING THESE FORMATTING RULES IS NOT
MERELY A BUREAUCRATIC HURDLE, IT IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION OF ECONOMIC IDEAS AND FINDINGS.
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THe CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE: AN OVERVIEW FOR ECONOMISTS

THe CHIcAGO MANUAL of STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY ADOPTED STYLE GUIDE IN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL PUBLISHING,
OFFERING COMPREHENSIVE GUIDELINES FOR WRITING, EDITING, AND FORMATTING. FOR ECONOMICS SCHOLARS, UNDERSTANDING ITS
APPLICATION IS PARAMOUNT. CMOS PROVIDES A FLEXIBLE FRAMEWORK THAT CAN BE ADAPTED TO THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF
ECONOMIC DISCOURSE, EMPHASIZING CLARITY, ACCURACY, AND READER COMPREHENSION. \W/HILE THE MANUAL ITSELF IS
EXTENSIVE, ITS CORE PRINCIPLES REVOLVE AROUND CONSISTENT CITATION PRACTICES, CLEAR PRESENTATION OF COMPLEX
INFORMATION, AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED ACADEMIC CONVENTIONS.

ECONOMICS/ BY ITS NATURE, OFTEN INVOLVES PRESENTING COMPLEX DATA, MATHEMATICAL MODELS, AND STATISTICAL
ANALYSES. CMOS OFFERS GUIDANCE ON HOW TO INTEGRATE THESE ELEMENTS SEAMLESSLY INTO WRITTEN WORK, ENSURING
THAT READERS CAN FOLLOW THE LOGICAL PROGRESSION OF ARGUMENTS AND UNDERSTAND THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED. T HE
CHOICE BETWEEN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS A KEY DECISION POINT FOR MANY
SCHOLARS, AND CMOS PROVIDES CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS FOR BOTH, ALLOWING AUTHORS TO SELECT THE MOST APPROPRIATE
METHOD FOR THEIR SPECIFIC FIELD OR JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS.



IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND FOOTNOTES IN ECONOMICS PAPERS

EFFECTIVE IN-TEXT CITATION IS THE CORNERSTONE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ALLOWS READERS TO TRACE THE ORIGINS OF
IDEAS AND DATA. IN ECONOMICS, WHERE RESEARCH OFTEN BUILDS UPON A VAST BODY OF EXISTING LITERATURE, PRECISE
CITATION IS NON-NEGOTIABLE. CMOS OFFERS TWO PRIMARY SYSTEMS FOR IN-TEXT REFERENCING, EACH WITH ITS OWN SET OF
ADVANTAGES AND APPLICATIONS WITHIN THE DISCIPLINE.

AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM VvS. NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, COMMONLY USED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES, INCLUDING MANY FIELDS WITHIN ECONOMICS, CITES THE
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, OFTEN IN PARENTHESES. FOR EXAMPLE,
“(Keynes 1936)" or “As DEMONSTRATED BY Mankiw (2020).” THIS METHOD PROVIDES AN IMMEDIATE INDICATION OF THE
SOURCE'S AGE, WHICH CAN BE CRUCIAL IN ECONOMICS WHERE THEORIES AND FINDINGS EVOLVE RAPIDLY. THE CORRESPONDING
FULL CITATION APPEARS IN THE REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE PAPER. CONVERSELY, THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM
USES NUMBERED FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES TO CITE SOURCES. EACH FOOTNOTE CONTAINS A BRIEF CITATION OR A FULL
CITATION, AND A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS PROVIDED AT THE END. W/HILE LESS COMMON IN MAINSTREAM ECONOMICS
JOURNALS COMPARED TO AUTHOR-DATE, SOME SPECIALIZED AREAS OR UNIVERSITY PRESSES MAY STILL FAVOR THIS METHOD.

CiTING EconoMic DATA AND SOURCES

CITING ECONOMIC DATA REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL. WHETHER IT ORIGINATES FROM GOVERNMENT AGENCIES (E.G.,
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, FEDERAL RESERVE), INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (E.G., WORLD BANK, IMF), OR PRIVATE
DATA PROVIDERS, THE CITATION SHOULD BE SPECIFIC ENOUGH FOR READERS TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. THIS INCLUDES
THE NAME OF THE DATASET, THE ISSUING BODY, THE DATE OF ACCESS OR PUBLICATION, AND A PERSISTENT IDENTIFIER IF
AVAILABLE, SUCH AS A URL or DOI. FOR INSTANCE, A CITATION MIGHT REFER TO THE “CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, U.S. BUREAU
oF LABOR STATISTICS, ACCESSED DECEMBER 15, 2023, HTTPS://WwWW.BLS.GOV/CPI/.” ENSURING THAT THE DATA SOURCE
IS CLEARLY IDENTIFIED PREVENTS AMBIGUITY AND SUPPORTS THE REPRODUCIBILITY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS.

HANDLING MULTIPLE AUTHORS AND EDITIONS

CMOS PROVIDES CLEAR RULES FOR CITING WORKS WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, IF A WORK HAS
TWO AUTHORS, BOTH NAMES ARE USUALLY INCLUDED IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, £.G., “(ACEMOGLU AND RogiNson 2012).”
FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME IS FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.,” E.G., “(ACEMOGLU ET
AL. 2012)." FOR THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME IS PRESENTED IN FULL IN THE NOTE, AND
SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS OR REVISED VERSIONS OF A WORK SHOULD CLEARLY INDICATE THIS, OFTEN WITH “REV. ED.” OR “2ND
ED.” IN THE CITATION, ALONG WITH THE PUBLICATION YEAR OF THAT SPECIFIC EDITION.

THE BiBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IN CHICAGO STYLE

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE INVENTORY OF ALL THE SOURCES CITED IN AN ECONOMICS
PAPER, PRESENTED IN A STANDARDIZED FORMAT. THIS SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR ENABLING READERS TO LOCATE AND CONSULT THE
ORIGINAL WORKS. CMOS OFFERS DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORMATTING VARIOUS TYPES OF SOURCES COMMONLY
ENCOUNTERED IN ECONOMIC SCHOLARSHIP, ENSURING CONSISTENCY AND PROFESSIONALISM.



FORMATTING JOURNAL ARTICLES

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A STAPLE OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH. W/HEN FORMATTING A JOURNAL ARTICLE IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY USING
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE ENTRY TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST INITIAL. (OR FULL FIRST NAME),
YEAR OF PUBLICATION, TITLE OF THE ARTICLE, NAME OF THE JOURNAL (ITALICIZED), VOLUME NUMBER, ISSUE NUMBER (IN
PARENTHESES), AND PAGE RANGE. FOR EXAMPLE: MANKIW, N. GReGorY. 2020. “THE MACROECONOMIC EFFECTS OF FISCAL
STimuLus.” American Economic Review 110 (5): 1234-1267. IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE ORDER MIGHT BE
SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT, AND THE JOURNAL TITLE MAY NOT BE ITALICIZED, DEPENDING ON SPECIFIC JOURNAL GUIDELINES.

FORMATTING Books AND Book CHAPTERS

Books AND CHAPTERS WITHIN EDITED VOLUMES ALSO REQUIRE SPECIFIC FORMATTING. FOR A STANDALONE BOOK IN THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE ENTRY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FIRST INITIAL., YEAR, TITLE OF THE BOOK
(ITALICIZED), AND PUBLICATION DETAILS (CITY: PUBLISHER). FOR EXAMPLE: ACEMOGLU, DARON, AND JAMES A. ROBINSON.
2012. WHy NATIONS FAIL: THE ORIGINS OF POwER, PROSPERITY, AND POVERTY. NEW Y ORk: CROWN BUSINESS. FOR A
CHAPTER IN AN EDITED BOOK, THE FORMAT USUALLY INCLUDES THE CHAPTER AUTHOR(S), CHAPTER TITLE, “IN” FOLLOWED BY
THE BOOK EDITOR(S) AND BOOK TITLE, AND THEN THE PAGE RANGE AND PUBLICATION DETAILS.

CITING ONLINE RESOURCES AND \W ORKING P APERS

THE DIGITAL AGE PRESENTS UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR CITATION. FOR ONLINE RESOURCES AND WORKING PAPERS, IT IS ESSENTIAL
TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR RETRIEVAL. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR(S), YEAR (OR DATE OF ACCESS IF
NO PUBLICATION DATE), TITLE OF THE PAPER OR RESOURCE, AND THE URL. FOR WORKING PAPERS, CITING THE INSTITUTION OR
SERIES NAME IS ALSO IMPORTANT. FOR EXAMPLE: HALL, ROBERT E., AND CHARLES |. Jones. 1999. “\WHy Do SoMe COUNTRIES
OUTPERFORM OTHERS IN GENERATING INVENTIVE ACTIVITY?” NBER W orkING PAPER No. 7334. NATIONAL BUREAU OF
EcoNoMIC RESEARCH. HTTPS:/ /W w\W .NBER.ORG/PAPERS /W 7 33 4. INCLUDING THE DATE OF ACCESS CAN BE CRUCIAL AS ONLINE
CONTENT CAN CHANGE OR BE REMOVED.

FORMATTING T ABLES AND FIGURES FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH

THE PRESENTATION OF QUANTITATIVE FINDINGS IN ECONOMICS RELIES HEAVILY ON TABLES AND FIGURES. PROPER FORMATTING
ENSURES THAT THESE ELEMENTS ARE CLEAR, INFORMATIVE, AND EASILY INTEGRATED INTO THE TEXT. CMOS pPrOVIDES
GUIDELINES TO ENHANCE READABILITY AND MAINTAIN A PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE FOR ALL VISUAL DATA REPRESENTATIONS.

T ABLE DeSIGN AND NUMBERING

TABLES IN ECONOMICS PAPERS SHOULD BE LOGICALLY STRUCTURED AND CLEARLY LABELED. EACH TABLE MUST HAVE A TITLE
THAT CONCISELY DESCRIBES ITS CONTENT, AND IT SHOULD BE NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY (E.G., TABLE 1, TABLE 2). THE TOP
AND BOTTOM BORDERS OF THE TABLE ARE TYPICALLY RULED, AND HORIZONTAL RULES MAY BE USED TO SEPARATE COLUMNS.
VERTICAL RULES ARE GENERALLY AVOIDED TO MAINTAIN A CLEAN APPEARANCE. COLUMN HEADS SHOULD BE CLEAR AND CONCISE.
UNITS OF MEASUREMENT SHOULD BE SPECIFIED, OFTEN IN THE COLUMN HEAD OR IN A NOTE BELOW THE TABLE.

FicUre CAPTIONS AND LABELS

FIGURESI WHICH INCLUDE GRAPHS, CHARTS, AND DIAGRAMS, ALSO REQUIRE PRECISE FORMATTING. EACH FIGURE MUST BE



NUMBERED CONSECUTIVELY (E.G./ FIGURE .I/ FIGURE 2) AND ACCOMPANIED BY A DESCRIPTIVE CAPTION. CAPTIONS SHOULD BE
SELF-EXPLANATORY, ALLOWING READERS TO UNDERSTAND THE FIGURE'S CONTENT WITHOUT NEEDING TO REFER TO THE MAIN
TEXT EXTENSIVELY. ALL AXES ON GRAPHS MUST BE CLEARLY LABELED WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE VARIABLES AND UNITS OF
MEASUREMENT. LEGENDS FOR DIFFERENT SERIES OR CATEGORIES WITHIN A FIGURE SHOULD BE DISTINCT AND EASY TO INTERPRET.

PLACEMENT AND REFERENCING OF VISUALS

TABLES AND FIGURES SHOULD BE PLACED AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THEIR FIRST MENTION IN THE TEXT. \W/HEN REFERRING TO A
TABLE OR FIGURE IN THE NARRATIVE, USE ITS NUMBER, FOR INSTANCE, “AS SHOWN IN TABLE 3..."” orR “FIGURE 1 ILLUSTRATES
THE TREND...” CONSISTENCY IN PLACEMENT AND REFERENCING THROUGHOUT THE PAPER IS ESSENTIAL FOR SMOOTH READER
NAVIGATION. IF A TABLE OR FIGURE IS REPRODUCED OR ADAPTED FROM ANOTHER SOURCE, A FULL CITATION MUST BE PROVIDED
IN A NOTE BELOW THE VISUAL ELEMENT, FOLLOWING THE SAME PRINCIPLES AS OTHER SOURCE CITATIONS.

MATHEMATICAL AND STATISTICAL NOTATION GUIDELINES

ECONOMIC RESEARCH OFTEN INVOLVES COMPLEX MATHEMATICAL EQUATIONS AND STATISTICAL NOTATION. ADHERING TO
STANDARDIZED FORMATTING FOR THESE ELEMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR ACCURACY AND CLARITY. CMOS OFFERS GUIDANCE THAT
WHEN COMBINED WITH DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC CONVENTIONS, ENSURES THAT MATHEMATICAL CONTENT IS PRESENTED
PROFESSIONALLY.

/

EQUATIONS AND FORMULAS

EQUATIONS SHOULD BE PRESENTED ON SEPARATE LINES AND NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY. THE NUMBERING ALLOWS FOR EASY
REFERENCE WITHIN THE TEXT (E.G., “AS SHOWN IN EQUATION (3)"). EQUATIONS SHOULD BE CENTERED ON THE PAGE. \/ ARIABLES
AND PARAMETERS WITHIN EQUATIONS SHOULD BE CLEARLY DEFINED, EITHER IN THE TEXT IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE EQUATION
OR IN A LIST oF sYMBoLS. CMOS ALSO ADVISES ON THE CONSISTENT USE OF SYMBOLS FOR MATHEMATICAL OPERATIONS. FOR
INSTANCE, GREEK LETTERS ARE TYPICALLY RENDERED IN THEIR PROPER FORM, AND STANDARD MATHEMATICAL SYMBOLS (E.G.,
SUMMATION, INTEGRAL, INFINITY) SHOULD BE USED CORRECTLY.

STATISTICAL SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

THE USE OF STATISTICAL SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS SHOULD BE CONSISTENT AND FOLLOW ESTABLISHED CONVENTIONS
WITHIN ECONOMETRICS AND STATISTICS. SYMBOLS FOR ESTIMATORS (E.G., $\HAT{\BETA}$), POPULATION PARAMETERS (E.G.,
$\BETA$), AND SAMPLE STATISTICS (E.G., $8%) SHOULD BE DISTINCT AND USED APPROPRIATELY. ABBREVIATIONS FOR
STATISTICAL TESTS (E.G., T-TEST, F-TEST) AND COMMON STATISTICAL TERMS (E.G., STANDARD DEVIATION, VARIANCE)
SHOULD BE CLEARLY DEFINED UPON THEIR FIRST USE OR ADHERE TO WIDELY ACCEPTED NORMS IN THE FIELD. CONSISTENCY IN THE
REPRESENTATION OF THESE SYMBOLS, WHETHER BOLDED, ITALICIZED, OR IN STANDARD FONT, IS KEY.

CONSISTENCY IN NOTATION

THE MOST CRITICAL ASPECT OF MATHEMATICAL AND STATISTICAL NOTATION IS CONSISTENCY. ENSURE THAT A PARTICULAR
SYMBOL OR ABBREVIATION ALWAYS REPRESENTS THE SAME CONCEPT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PAPER. AVOID USING MULTIPLE
SYMBOLS FOR THE SAME CONCEPT OR THE SAME SYMBOL FOR MULTIPLE CONCEPTS. IF A PARTICULAR JOURNAL HAS ITS OWN
SPECIFIC STYLE GUIDE FOR MATHEMATICAL NOTATION, THAT GUIDE SHOULD BE PRIORITIZED. A WELL-FORMATTED EQUATION OR
STATISTICAL EXPRESSION CAN GREATLY ENHANCE THE READER'S ABILITY TO GRASP THE UNDERLYING ECONOMIC MODEL OR
EMPIRICAL RESULT.



GENERAL FORMATTING PRINCIPLES FOR ECONOMIC MANUSCRIPTS

BEYOND SPECIFIC ELEMENTS LIKE CITATIONS AND EQUATIONS, OVERARCHING FORMATTING PRINCIPLES CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY
TO THE OVERALL QUALITY AND PROFESSIONALISM OF AN ECONOMICS MANUSCRIPT. ADHERING TO THESE GENERAL GUIDELINES
ENSURES A POLISHED AND READER-FRIENDLY FINAL PRODUCT.

MARGINS, SPACING, AND FONT CHOICES

STANDARD MANUSCRIPT FORMATTING TYPICALLY INVOLVES ONE-INCH MARGINS ON ALL SIDES OF THE PAGE. DOUBLE-SPACING IS
GENERALLY RECOMMENDED FOR THE MAIN BODY OF THE TEXT TO ALLOW FOR EDITORIAL MARKUPS AND IMPROVE READABILITY.
HO\X/EVER/ SINGLE=SPACING MAY BE USED FOR BLOCK QUOTATIONS, FOOTNOTES, AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES. FONT CHOICES SHOULD
BE PROFESSIONAL AND LEGIBLE, WITH COMMON OPTIONS INCLUDING TiMEs New ROMAN OR ARIAL, TYPICALLY IN 12-POINT SIZE.
CONSISTENCY IN FONT USAGE THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT IS ESSENTIAL.

ABSTRACT AND KEY\WORDS

AN ABSTRACT IS A CONCISE SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH, TYPICALLY RANGING FROM 150 To 250 WORDS, DEPENDING ON
JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS. |T SHOULD CLEARLY STATE THE RESEARCH PROBLEM, METHODOLOGY, KEY FINDINGS, AND IMPLICATIONS.
KEYWORDS ARE ESSENTIAL TERMS THAT DESCRIBE THE MAIN TOPICS OF THE PAPER, AIDING IN INDEXING AND SEARCHABILITY.
CMOS ADVISES ON THE EFFECTIVE PHRASING AND SELECTION OF KEYWORDS TO MAXIMIZE DISCOVERABILITY BY OTHER
SCHOLARS AND RESEARCHERS IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS.

APPENDICES AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

APPENDICES ARE USED FOR MATERIAL THAT IS TOO EXTENSIVE OR DETAILED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MAIN TEXT BUT IS
NECESSARY FOR COMPLETENESS OR REPRODUCIBILITY. THIS CAN INCLUDE DETAILED DERIVATIONS OF MATHEMATICAL MODELS,
EXTENSIVE DATA TABLES, OR SURVEY INSTRUMENTS. EACH APPENDIX SHOULD BE LABELED (E.G., APPENDIX A, APPENDIX B) AND
REFERENCED IN THE MAIN TEXT. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL, SUCH AS LARGE DATASETS OR REPLICATION FILES, MAY BE PROVIDED
ONLINE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PUBLISHED PAPER, AND GUIDELINES FOR THIS ARE OFTEN SPECIFIED BY JOURNALS.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE AUTHOR-DATE AND NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR ECONOMICS?

A: THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PLACES THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND PUBLICATION YEAR IN PARENTHESES WITHIN THE TEXT
(e.G., (SMITH 2023)), WITH A FULL REFERENCE LIST AT THE END. THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES NUMBERED
FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHY ALSO PROVIDED AT THE END. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS
GENERALLY MORE COMMON IN ECONOMICS JOURNALS.

Q: How SHOULD | CITE A WORKING PAPER FROM AN ORGANIZATION LIKE THE NBER
USING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: \WHEN CITING A WORKING PAPER, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR(S), THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, THE TITLE OF THE PAPER, THE NAME
OF THE ISSUING INSTITUTION OR SERIES, AND THE URL. FOR EXAMPLE: AUTHOR, FIRSTNAME. YEAR. “TITLE OF W ORKING
PAPER.” INSTITUTION W ORKING PAPER SERIES NO. XXX X. HTTPS:/ [ W\W W.INSTITUTION.EDU/ XXX X.



Q: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO FORMAT A TABLE IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR AN
ECONOMICS PAPER?

A: CHICAGO STYLE RECOMMENDS CLEAR TITLES FOR TABLES, SEQUENTIAL NUMBERING (E.G., TABLE ])I RULED LINES AT THE TOP
AND BOTTOM, AND HORIZONTAL RULES TO SEPARATE COLUMNS. VERTICAL RULES ARE GENERALLY AVOIDED. COLUMN HEADS
SHOULD BE CONCISE, AND UNITS OF MEASUREMENT SHOULD BE CLEARLY INDICATED.

QZ How DO | ENSURE CONSISTENCY WHEN USING MATHEMATICAL NOTATION IN MY
ECONOMICS PAPER FORMATTED IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: CONSISTENCY IS KEY. DEFINE ALL SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS UPON THEIR FIRST USE, AND ENSURE THAT EACH SYMBOL OR
ABBREVIATION REPRESENTS ONLY ONE CONCEPT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PAPER. [F A JOURNAL HAS ITS OWN SPECIFIC
GUIDELINES FOR MATHEMATICAL NOTATION, ALWAYS PRIORITIZE THOSE.

QI \WHAT ARE THE GENERAL SPACING AND FONT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN ECONOMICS
MANUSCRIPT FOLLOWING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: GENERALLY, A 12-POINT LEGIBLE FONT LIKE TIMES NEW ROMAN OR ARIAL IS RECOMMENDED. THE MAIN TEXT SHOULD BE
DOUBLE-SPACED, WITH ONE-INCH MARGINS ON ALL SIDES. HOWEVER, SINGLE-SPACING IS USUALLY USED FOR BLOCK QUOTES,
FOOTNOTES, AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES.

Q: HOW DETAILED SHOULD THE BIBLIOGRAPHY BE WHEN FORMATTING ECONOMICS
RESEARCH IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST MUST BE COMPREHENSIVE AND INCLUDE ALL SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT. EACH ENTRY
MUST BE FORMATTED PRECISELY ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES FOR THE SPECIFIC TYPE OF SOURCE (JOURNAL
ARTICLE, BOOK, WEBSITE, ETC.) TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND ALLOW READERS TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL.

QZ WHAT IS THE ROLE OF AN ABSTRACT AND KEYWORDS IN AN ECONOMICS PAPER
FORMATTED IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE ABSTRACT PROVIDES A BRIEF, INFORMATIVE SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE PAPER, INCLUDING ITS PURPOSE, METHODS,
RESULTS, AND CONCLUSIONS. KEYWORDS ARE ESSENTIAL TERMS THAT HELP CATEGORIZE THE PAPER AND MAKE IT DISCOVERABLE
BY OTHER RESEARCHERS SEARCHING FOR INFORMATION ON RELATED TOPICS WITHIN ECONOMICS.

QI CAN | USE FOOTNOTES FOR CITATIONS IN MY ECONOMICS PAPER IF | PREFER?

A: YES, CHICAGO STYLE OFFERS BOTH THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM. IF YOU PREFER TO
USE FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING RULES FOR THE NOTES—
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM PROVIDED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE AND ANY PARTICULAR JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS.
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