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chicago style economics formatting handbook economics journal represent
essential tools for academic rigor and clear communication within the field of economics.
Mastering these standards is not merely about adhering to arbitrary rules; it is about
ensuring your research is presented with precision, credibility, and accessibility to a broad
scholarly audience. This guide delves into the intricacies of economic manuscript
preparation, focusing on the widely adopted Chicago Manual of Style and its specific
applications for economics journals. We will explore citation methods, data presentation,
table and figure formatting, and the overall structure expected in top-tier economic
publications. Understanding these formatting nuances can significantly enhance the impact
and acceptance rate of your scholarly work in the competitive landscape of economic
research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Economics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a cornerstone for academic publishing, providing
comprehensive guidelines for writing, citation, and manuscript preparation. While CMOS
offers broad principles applicable across disciplines, economics journals often require
specific adaptations and interpretations to suit the unique demands of economic research.
Economists rely on a standardized format to ensure clarity, reproducibility, and
comparability of their findings, making adherence to these guidelines paramount. This
involves not only understanding the core tenets of CMOS but also recognizing how they are
tailored for the rigorous environment of economic scholarship.

The flexibility of CMOS allows for different citation systems, but economics journals typically
favor one of two primary methods. This choice significantly impacts how references are
managed throughout the paper, from in-text citations to the final bibliography.
Understanding the rationale behind these choices and their practical implementation is
crucial for any economist aiming to publish their work. Furthermore, CMOS provides
guidance on everything from punctuation and grammar to the proper use of footnotes and
endnotes, all of which contribute to the professional presentation of an economics journal



article.

The Evolution of Academic Formatting in Economics

Academic formatting standards, including those for economics journals, have evolved
significantly over time. Initially, a greater emphasis was placed on ornate prose and less
standardized citation methods. However, as economic research became more quantitative
and interdisciplinary, the need for precise and universally understood formatting became
critical. The Chicago Manual of Style, first published in 1906, has been a constant presence,
adapting to these changes and providing a robust framework. For economics, this evolution
has meant a greater focus on data visualization, statistical reporting, and reproducible
research practices, all of which are addressed within its guidelines.

The digital age has further accelerated this evolution. While print-based traditions remain
influential, the requirements for online submission, open access publishing, and the
integration of supplementary materials have introduced new considerations. Economics
journals are increasingly looking for authors to provide data and code alongside their
manuscripts, and CMOS offers guidance on how to reference and present these digital
assets effectively. This ongoing adaptation ensures that the formatting handbook remains
relevant and essential for contemporary economic research.

Key Formatting Elements for Economics Journals

Formatting for economics journals encompasses a broad range of stylistic and structural
elements designed to facilitate the clear and efficient dissemination of research. Beyond
the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style, specific journal requirements dictate the
presentation of everything from the title page to the appendix. Economists must pay
meticulous attention to these details to ensure their manuscripts meet professional
standards and are readily comprehensible to peer reviewers and readers alike. This
meticulous approach underscores the importance of a dedicated economics journal
formatting handbook.

One of the most critical aspects is the consistent application of stylistic conventions
throughout the paper. This includes the proper use of abbreviations, the formatting of
mathematical equations, and the handling of technical terms. Ensuring uniformity in these
areas not only enhances readability but also signals a high level of professionalism and
attention to detail from the author. Ignoring these seemingly minor points can detract from
the overall impact of even the most groundbreaking economic research.

Title Page and Abstract Requirements

The title page of an economics journal submission is the first point of contact for editors
and reviewers. It typically includes the title of the paper, the author(s)' names and



affiliations, and contact information. The title itself should be concise, informative, and
accurately reflect the paper's content, often incorporating key economic terms. CMOS
provides guidance on standard title page elements, but economics journals may have
specific preferences for the order and inclusion of certain details, such as acknowledgments
or grant information, which might be placed on a separate page.

The abstract is a crucial summary of the research, usually between 150-250 words. It must
succinctly outline the research question, methodology, main findings, and policy
implications. For economics journals, the abstract needs to be particularly clear about the
economic significance of the work. It should be accessible to a broad audience of
economists while still capturing the technical essence of the study. CMOS offers general
advice on abstract writing, emphasizing conciseness and clarity, which are paramount in
the fast-paced world of academic economics.

Formatting Equations and Mathematical Notations

Economics heavily relies on mathematical modeling and statistical analysis, making the
correct formatting of equations and notations critical. The Chicago Manual of Style offers
general principles for displaying mathematical content, but economics journals often
adhere to specific conventions for clarity and consistency. This includes the proper use of
symbols, subscripts, superscripts, and vector notation. Equations should generally be set on
their own line, numbered sequentially if they are referenced later in the text, and aligned
appropriately.

Ensuring that all mathematical symbols and variables are defined clearly, either in the text
or in a notation appendix, is essential for reproducibility and understanding. For complex
models, economists may employ specialized software, and the output needs to be
integrated seamlessly into the manuscript. CMOS provides guidance on how to maintain
readability when incorporating mathematical elements, advising against overly complex
typesetting that can hinder comprehension. Attention to detail in this area ensures that the
core economic arguments are not obscured by formatting issues.

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style is renowned for its dual citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Economics journals, in their pursuit of
clarity and consistency, typically mandate one of these two approaches. The choice
between them influences not only how sources are referenced in the text but also the
structure and content of the reference list at the end of the paper. Economists must be
adept at implementing the system preferred by their target journal to ensure their work
meets editorial expectations.

The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, with a full



bibliography at the end. This can be advantageous for incorporating lengthy explanations
or ancillary information without disrupting the main flow of the text. Conversely, the author-
date system uses in-text citations in the format (Author, Year) followed by a reference list.
This method is often favored in the sciences and has gained traction in economics for its
conciseness and directness in linking citations to the reference list.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Economics

While the author-date system is prevalent in many economics journals, some still opt for or
allow the notes-bibliography system. In this approach, every piece of information that is not
common knowledge or the author's own intellectual property is attributed via a superscript
note in the text. These notes, appearing at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end
of the document (endnotes), contain citation information. The level of detail in these notes
can vary, but for subsequent citations of the same source, abbreviated forms are typically
used. This system allows for a cleaner main text, separating detailed source information
from the core argument.

The bibliography, or reference list, compiled at the end of the paper, provides full
bibliographic details for all sources cited in the notes. This allows readers to easily locate
and consult the original works. CMOS provides specific rules for formatting entries in both
notes and the bibliography, covering a wide range of source types, from books and journal
articles to online resources and unpublished works. For economists, understanding the
nuances of citing economic data sources or specific working papers within this system is
crucial.

The Author-Date System for Economics Journals

The author-date system is widely adopted across many economics journals due to its
efficiency and directness. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name
and the year of publication, for example, (Keynes 1936). If a direct quote is used, the page
number is also included, such as (Keynes 1936, p. 157). This method immediately links the
reader to the relevant entry in the reference list without the need for footnotes or endnotes,
thereby maintaining a more streamlined reading experience of the main text.

The reference list, appearing at the end of the article, includes full bibliographic information
for all cited works, alphabetized by the author's last name. CMOS provides precise
formatting guidelines for each entry type within the author-date reference list. This includes
specific requirements for journal titles, volume and issue numbers, page ranges, and DOIs
(Digital Object Identifiers) for online articles. For economists, accurately citing datasets,
software, or econometric models is as important as citing traditional publications when
using the author-date system.



Presenting Data: Tables and Figures in Economic
Research

The effective presentation of data is fundamental to economic research. Economics journals
place a high premium on clear, accurate, and visually appealing tables and figures that
support and illustrate the findings of the study. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
overarching principles for designing and formatting these elements, but specific economics
journals often have detailed requirements to ensure uniformity and facilitate the statistical
interpretation of economic phenomena.

Whether using tables or figures, the goal is to communicate complex information in an
easily digestible format. This involves careful consideration of layout, labeling, and the
choice of graphical representation. Poorly designed tables or figures can obscure important
results or even lead to misinterpretation, undermining the credibility of the research.
Therefore, mastering the art of data visualization within the strictures of academic
publishing is an essential skill for economists.

Designing Effective Tables for Economic Data

Tables in economics journals are used to present quantitative data in a structured,
organized manner. A well-designed table is easy to read, highlights key findings, and allows
for direct comparison of different data points or variables. According to CMOS guidelines
and common economic journal practices, tables should have clear titles, descriptive column
and row headings, and appropriate units of measurement. All footnotes or explanatory
notes related to the table should be clearly marked and placed beneath the table itself.

Key considerations for economic tables include the judicious use of spacing, alignment of
numbers (typically right-aligned or decimal-aligned), and the avoidance of excessive
gridlines, which can clutter the presentation. Rounding of numbers should be consistent,
and statistical significance levels are often indicated using asterisks or other symbols, with
a clear legend provided. The numbering of tables should be sequential, and each table
should be referenced in the text, prompting the reader to consult it for specific data points
or results.

Creating Compelling Figures and Graphs

Figures, which encompass graphs, charts, and diagrams, are vital for visualizing trends,
relationships, and patterns in economic data. CMOS offers guidance on the general
principles of figure creation, emphasizing clarity, accuracy, and aesthetic appeal. For
economics journals, figures must be not only visually engaging but also precisely convey
statistical information. This means careful selection of graph types – scatter plots for
correlations, line graphs for time series, bar charts for comparisons, etc.



Essential elements of a well-formatted economic figure include a descriptive title, clear axis
labels with units, a legend if multiple series are plotted, and precise data points. When
presenting statistical models, confidence intervals or error bars are often included to
indicate uncertainty. Figures should be numbered sequentially and referred to in the text,
with the figure’s caption providing a concise summary of what is being depicted.
Economists must also consider the resolution and file format required by journals for high-
quality reproduction of their figures.

Structure and Submission of Economics Journal
Manuscripts

The journey from research idea to published article in an economics journal involves a
structured manuscript preparation and submission process. Adhering to the established
structure and submission guidelines, often informed by the Chicago Manual of Style and
specific journal policies, is crucial for a smooth editorial experience. Understanding the
conventional sections of an economics paper and the expectations for each can
significantly increase the chances of acceptance.

The organization of an economics paper generally follows a logical flow that guides the
reader through the research question, methodology, findings, and implications. Each
section plays a specific role in conveying the author's contribution to the field. Failure to
follow these structural conventions or submission procedures can lead to desk rejection,
regardless of the quality of the research itself.

Standard Sections of an Economics Paper

An economics journal manuscript typically comprises several key sections. It begins with an
introduction that sets the stage, states the research question, and outlines the paper's
contribution. This is followed by a literature review, which situates the current research
within the existing body of economic thought. The methodology section details the
theoretical framework, data sources, and econometric techniques employed. The results
section presents the empirical findings, often with supporting tables and figures.

Discussion and conclusion sections interpret the results, relate them back to the research
question and literature, and discuss policy implications or directions for future research.
Finally, acknowledgments, references, and any appendices containing supplementary
material complete the manuscript. Each section requires careful crafting and adherence to
formatting conventions as outlined by the Chicago Manual of Style and the specific journal's
guidelines.

Navigating Journal Submission Portals



Modern economics journals utilize online submission systems, which streamline the process
for authors and editors. These portals require authors to upload their manuscript files, often
in specific formats (e.g., LaTeX or Word), along with supplementary materials such as data,
code, and cover letters. The Chicago Manual of Style informs the formatting of the
manuscript files themselves, ensuring consistency in typesetting, citations, and the
presentation of tables and figures.

Authors are typically asked to provide metadata about their submission, including keywords
and classifications, which aid in the editorial process. A well-formatted cover letter, which
adheres to professional correspondence standards, is also usually required. Familiarizing
oneself with the specific submission portal and its requirements for each economics journal
is an essential step in the publication process, ensuring all necessary components are
provided accurately and in the correct format.

Best Practices for Economics Journal Formatting

Adhering to the best practices in economics journal formatting, guided by the Chicago
Manual of Style and specific journal requirements, is crucial for maximizing the impact and
acceptance of your research. Attention to detail in every aspect of manuscript preparation,
from the initial draft to the final submission, signals professionalism and respect for the
scholarly community. This meticulous approach ensures that your economic insights are
communicated with the clarity and precision they deserve.

Beyond the explicit rules, adopting a consistent and clean formatting style enhances the
reader's experience. It allows them to focus on the substance of your economic arguments
rather than being distracted by inconsistencies or errors. Embracing these practices is not
just a procedural step; it is an integral part of presenting credible and impactful economic
scholarship to the world.

Consistency in Style and Terminology

Consistency is a cornerstone of effective academic writing, and this holds particularly true
for economics journal formatting. This applies to a wide range of elements, including how
mathematical symbols are presented, the consistent use of abbreviations (with definitions
provided upon first use), and the uniform application of date formats. Whether employing
the notes-bibliography or author-date system, the chosen citation style must be applied
without exception throughout the entire manuscript. This extends to the consistent naming
of variables and the precise terminology used to describe economic concepts and
methodologies.

Economics journals often have style sheets that detail their specific preferences, and
consulting these is imperative. For instance, the treatment of decimal points, currency
symbols, and the formatting of statistical results (e.g., the number of decimal places
reported) should be standardized. This uniformity not only aids in readability but also
demonstrates the author's thoroughness and commitment to scholarly standards, making



the paper more accessible and credible to reviewers and readers alike.

Proofreading and Final Checks

The final stage of preparing an economics journal manuscript involves rigorous
proofreading and final checks to catch any errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and,
critically, formatting. Even minor errors can detract from the perceived quality of the
research and potentially lead to misunderstandings. A comprehensive checklist, informed
by the Chicago Manual of Style and the specific journal's guidelines, is invaluable at this
stage.

Key areas to focus on include ensuring that all citations in the text correspond perfectly
with the reference list, that tables and figures are correctly numbered and labeled, and that
all mathematical equations are rendered accurately. Cross-referencing within the
manuscript should be verified, and any supplementary materials submitted alongside the
main paper should be checked for consistency and completeness. A fresh pair of eyes,
perhaps from a colleague or professional editor, can often identify errors that the author
might overlook. This diligence in proofreading is the last line of defense in presenting
polished and professional economic scholarship.

---

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date citation systems for
economics journals?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, followed
by a comprehensive bibliography. The author-date system, more common in economics,
uses brief in-text citations like (Smith 2020) followed by a reference list. The author-date
system is generally preferred for its conciseness and direct link to the reference list.

Q: Are there specific rules in the Chicago Manual of
Style for formatting mathematical equations in
economics papers?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for typesetting mathematical
expressions to ensure clarity and readability. This includes recommendations for equation
numbering, alignment, the use of symbols, and the overall presentation of complex
formulas. Economics journals often have even more specific requirements for equation
formatting tailored to econometric and mathematical models.



Q: How should I format tables in an economics journal
article according to Chicago style guidelines?
A: Chicago style, and by extension economics journal standards, dictates that tables should
have clear, descriptive titles and headings. Data should be aligned logically (often right-
aligned or decimal-aligned for numbers), with consistent rounding. Units of measurement
should be specified, and any necessary explanatory notes should be placed below the
table, clearly referenced.

Q: What is the recommended length for an abstract in
an economics journal article?
A: While guidelines can vary slightly between journals, a typical abstract for an economics
journal article ranges from 150 to 250 words. It should concisely summarize the research
problem, methodology, key findings, and implications of the study, making it accessible to
a broad audience of economists.

Q: Can I include supplementary data or code with my
economics journal submission?
A: Many economics journals encourage or require the submission of supplementary
materials, such as data sets, replication code, and detailed methodological appendices. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance on how to reference and, in some cases, present
these digital assets within or alongside the main manuscript to ensure transparency and
reproducibility.

Q: How do I ensure consistency in terminology and
abbreviations when formatting my economics paper?
A: Consistency is key. Define all abbreviations upon their first use. Maintain consistent
terminology for economic concepts, variables, and methodologies throughout the paper. If
the journal provides a style sheet, adhere strictly to its conventions regarding abbreviations
and terminology.

Q: What are the main differences in formatting figures
(graphs and charts) for economics journals compared to
other disciplines?
A: While general principles of clarity and accuracy apply across disciplines, economics
journals often demand a higher degree of statistical precision in figures. This includes the
accurate representation of data points, appropriate use of confidence intervals or error
bars, clear axis labeling with units, and often specific requirements for file formats and
resolution to ensure accurate statistical interpretation.



Q: Is it necessary to follow the Chicago Manual of Style
strictly for all economics journals?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style serves as a foundational guide, but individual economics
journals often have their own specific style sheets or modifications. It is imperative to
consult the "Instructions for Authors" or "Submission Guidelines" for the target journal, as
they will detail any deviations or additional requirements from the standard Chicago style.

Q: How should I handle citations for economic data
sources or unpublished working papers?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for a wide range of source types. For
data sources, it's important to include details such as the data provider, title of the dataset,
version or year, and access information. For unpublished working papers, provide author(s),
title, working paper series (if applicable), institution, and date. Always verify the specific
format preferred by the economics journal.
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