chicago style dissertation social science

The Chicago Style Dissertation Social Science Guide

chicago style dissertation social science demands meticulous attention to detail, particularly
regarding citation and formatting. Navigating the intricacies of this widely respected style manual is
crucial for academic integrity and clear communication in social science research. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core components of implementing Chicago style for
dissertations in fields such as sociology, political science, anthropology, and psychology. We will
explore the fundamental principles of its two citation systems, the author-date and notes-bibliography
methods, offering practical advice for applying them consistently throughout your manuscript.
Furthermore, this article will cover essential formatting requirements for your dissertation, from the
title page to the bibliography, ensuring your work adheres to the highest academic standards.
Understanding these elements is not just about following rules; it's about presenting your research
with clarity, credibility, and professional polish.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive style guide widely adopted across academic
disciplines, including the social sciences. It provides authoritative guidelines on grammar, usage,
punctuation, and, most importantly for dissertations, the presentation of source material. Unlike some
other style guides that are more prescriptive in their approach, Chicago offers flexibility, particularly
in its citation systems, allowing researchers to choose the method best suited to their field and
research needs. For social science dissertations, understanding the foundational principles of CMOS is
the first step toward producing a polished and credible academic work.

The manual itself is a substantial resource, and while a dissertation writer may not need to master
every single rule, a solid grasp of the relevant sections is paramount. Key areas of focus for social
science dissertations include the rules governing footnotes, endnotes, bibliographies, in-text citations,
and the general structure of academic manuscripts. Adhering to these guidelines ensures that your
work is not only correctly formatted but also readily understood and respected by your academic
community and beyond.



The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. Both systems are fully supported by the manual, and the choice between them
often depends on disciplinary conventions or institutional requirements. For dissertations,
understanding the nuances of each system is essential for making an informed decision and for
applying it consistently throughout your research paper. Each system has its strengths and is
designed to provide readers with clear pathways to your sources.

The notes-bibliography system is often favored in humanities disciplines but is also common in some
areas of the social sciences, particularly those with a strong historical or qualitative research tradition.
The author-date system, on the other hand, is prevalent in fields that rely heavily on empirical data
and quantitative research, such as economics, political science, and some branches of sociology. Both
systems aim to provide accurate attribution of borrowed ideas and information, facilitating scholarly
dialogue and preventing plagiarism.

Implementing the Notes-Bibliography System for Social
Science Dissertations

The notes-bibliography system, also known as the footnote or endnote system, uses numbered notes
within the text to refer to sources. These notes can appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at
the end of the document (endnotes). Each note corresponds to a number in the text, typically placed
after the relevant punctuation. The first citation of a source in a note is usually in a full-form format,
while subsequent citations are abbreviated.

Following the notes-bibliography system requires careful placement of superscripts for note numbers.
These numbers should appear immediately after the information they support, usually at the end of a
sentence or clause. The corresponding note entry will then provide the full citation details. This
system allows for extensive explanatory notes or tangential discussions within the notes themselves,
which can be particularly useful in qualitative social science research where context is vital.

Structure of Notes and Bibliography Entries

When using the notes-bibliography system in a social science dissertation, the structure of your notes
and bibliography entries must be consistent. For instance, a book citation in a note might include the
author’s first and last name, followed by the title in italics, publication information (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page number cited. In the bibliography, the author’s last name typically
precedes their first name, and the order of other bibliographic elements may differ slightly from the
note format.

Consider the following example of a note and bibliography entry for a hypothetical book:



* Note Example: 1. Jane Doe, Theories of Social Change (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 45.

» Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. Theories of Social Change. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020.

This distinction in formatting between notes and bibliography entries is a key characteristic of the
notes-bibliography system and requires diligent attention to detail during the writing and editing
process of your social science dissertation.

Implementing the Author-Date System for Social
Science Dissertations

The author-date system provides in-text citations that include the author’s last name and the year of
publication, often followed by a page number for direct quotations. This system is widely used in
empirical social sciences because it emphasizes the date of publication, highlighting the currency of
the research. The in-text citation is typically placed in parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause,
or sometimes integrated into the narrative flow.

For example, a direct quotation from a source might appear in the text as: "Sociological theories often
evolve with societal shifts" (Smith 2018, 78). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only
the year and page number would be in parentheses: Smith argues that "sociological theories often
evolve with societal shifts" (2018, 78).

The Reference List in Author-Date

The author-date system requires a comprehensive reference list at the end of the dissertation, which
includes all sources cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, the
author-date reference list is strictly alphabetical by the author’s last name. Each entry in the
reference list typically includes the author’s name, the year of publication, the title of the work (often
italicized for books or journals), and publication details. This creates a direct link between the in-text
citations and the full source information.

An example of an entry in an author-date reference list:

e Smith, John. 2018. Contemporary Sociological Thought. New York: Academic Press.

Ensuring that every in-text citation corresponds accurately to an entry in the reference list is critical
for the credibility and usability of your social science dissertation when employing the author-date
system.



Essential Formatting for a Chicago Style Social Science
Dissertation

Beyond citation styles, the Chicago Manual of Style offers detailed guidance on the overall formatting
of academic manuscripts, including dissertations. This encompasses everything from margins and
font choices to the numbering of pages and the presentation of figures and tables. Adhering to these
formatting conventions ensures a professional, uniform appearance for your work, making it easier for
your committee and future readers to engage with your research.

The goal of standardized formatting is to eliminate any visual distractions that might detract from the
content of your dissertation. Consistency is key; once a formatting rule is established, it should be
applied uniformly throughout the entire document. This also demonstrates a level of care and
attention to detail that reflects positively on the rigor of your research.

Crafting Your Title Page

The title page is the first impression of your social science dissertation and must adhere to specific
Chicago style guidelines. It typically includes the full title of your dissertation, your name, the name of
your degree program (e.g., Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology), the department and university, and the
date of submission. Some universities may have specific requirements for the title page layout, so it is
always advisable to consult your department's guidelines in conjunction with CMOS.

The title itself should be concise yet descriptive, accurately reflecting the scope and subject matter of
your research. Centering the text on the page and using appropriate font sizes are common
formatting practices for title pages in Chicago style, contributing to a clean and professional
presentation.

Structuring Your Dissertation Content

A Chicago style social science dissertation typically follows a standard academic structure. This
includes preliminary pages such as the abstract, table of contents, and list of figures/tables, followed
by the main body of the dissertation. The main body usually comprises an introduction, literature
review, methodology, findings or results, discussion, and conclusion. Finally, the dissertation
concludes with a reference list or bibliography, and potentially appendices.

Each chapter and section should have clear headings and subheadings, formatted according to
Chicago style to enhance readability and organization. The logical flow of information is paramount,
guiding the reader seamlessly from one section to the next. Proper pagination, including the
numbering of preliminary pages with Roman numerals and the main body with Arabic numerals, is
also a crucial formatting element.



Managing Citations and Bibliographies

Regardless of whether you choose the notes-bibliography or author-date system, the management of
citations and bibliographies is a critical undertaking for your dissertation. Accuracy and consistency
are non-negotiable. Every piece of borrowed information, whether a direct quote, a paraphrase, or an
idea, must be properly attributed.

Tools such as citation management software (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley, EndNote) can be invaluable for
organizing your sources and generating bibliographies, but it is still essential to understand the
underlying Chicago style rules. Manual checking of your generated citations against CMOS is always
recommended to catch any errors or inconsistencies that software might miss. This meticulous
approach ensures the integrity of your academic work.

Appendix and Supplementary Materials

Appendices are often used in social science dissertations to include supplementary materials that are
too lengthy or detailed for the main body of the text. This can include survey instruments, interview
protocols, raw data tables, detailed statistical analyses, or extensive qualitative transcripts. Each
appendix should be clearly labeled, typically with a letter (Appendix A, Appendix B, etc.) or a number.

The content within each appendix should be presented in a clear and organized manner, following the
general formatting guidelines of the dissertation. If sources are cited within the appendices, they
must also be included in the main reference list or bibliography, ensuring all scholarly contributions
are acknowledged. This makes your dissertation a complete and self-contained research document.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Several common errors can arise when formatting a social science dissertation in Chicago style. One
of the most frequent is inconsistency in citation format, either between the notes/in-text citations and
the bibliography/reference list, or within the different types of sources cited. Another pitfall is
misinterpreting or misapplying the rules for specific source types, such as journal articles, edited book
chapters, or online resources.

To avoid these issues, it is highly recommended to:

e Familiarize yourself thoroughly with the specific sections of the Chicago Manual of Style
relevant to your dissertation.

» Create a style sheet for your dissertation that outlines all the specific formatting and citation
rules you will be using.

e Proofread your work meticulously, paying close attention to all citations and bibliographic
entries.



e Seek feedback from peers, mentors, or a professional editor specifically on citation and
formatting accuracy.

e Utilize university resources such as writing centers or departmental advisors for guidance.

Proactive attention to detail and consistent review will significantly reduce the likelihood of errors,
ensuring your social science dissertation meets the rigorous standards of Chicago style.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style for
social science dissertations?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that
include the author's last name and publication year. Both systems require a comprehensive list of all
cited sources at the end of the document (a bibliography for notes-bibliography, and a reference list
for author-date).

Q: Which citation system is more common in social science
dissertations?

A: The choice often depends on the specific subfield within the social sciences. The author-date
system is generally more prevalent in quantitative fields like economics, political science, and
experimental psychology, while the notes-bibliography system may be more common in qualitative
fields such as anthropology, history, and cultural sociology. However, many universities and
departments allow for a choice.

Q: How do | cite a book chapter in a Chicago style social
science dissertation?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, a note would typically include the chapter author's full name,
the chapter title in quotation marks, "in" followed by the book title in italics, the book editor(s) (if
any), publication information, and the page number. The bibliography entry reverses the chapter
author's name and omits the specific page number. For the author-date system, the in-text citation is
author-date (and page), and the reference list entry is similar to the bibliography entry but with the
publication year immediately following the author's name.



Q: What are the general margin requirements for a Chicago
style dissertation?

A: While specific university requirements may vary, Chicago style generally recommends 1-inch
margins on all sides of the page. This includes the top, bottom, left, and right margins. Some
institutions may require a slightly wider left margin for binding purposes.

Q: How should | handle multiple authors in a Chicago style
citation for my dissertation?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, the first note for a work with two authors lists both names as
they appear on the title page. For three or more authors, the first note lists the first author followed
by "et al." The bibliography lists all authors up to ten; for works with more than ten authors, list the
first seven followed by "et al." For the author-date system, in-text citations for two authors list both
names (e.g., Smith and Jones 2020), while for three or more, list the first author followed by "et al."
(e.g., Smith et al. 2020). The reference list follows similar rules to the bibliography regarding the
number of authors listed.

Q: Is it acceptable to use citation management software for
my Chicago style dissertation?

A: Yes, it is generally acceptable and often encouraged to use citation management software (like
Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote) to help manage your sources and generate bibliographies. However, it
is crucial to understand Chicago style principles yourself and to meticulously review the software-
generated citations for accuracy and adherence to the manual's guidelines. Software can make
errors, especially with less common source types or complex formatting.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, a "bibliography" is used with the notes-bibliography system and typically includes
all sources consulted in the research, whether cited in the text or not, and may be divided into "Works
Cited" and "Works Consulted." A "reference list" is used with the author-date system and includes
only those sources that are cited within the text of the dissertation.

Q: How should | format online sources in my Chicago style
social science dissertation?

A: Online sources require specific formatting in both citation systems. Generally, you will need to
include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or document, the website name, the
publication or last updated date (if available), and a stable URL. For undated online sources, you may
use "n.d." for no date. It's also advisable to include an access date if the content is likely to change.
Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current guidelines on
citing digital resources.
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