
chicago style dissertation conclusion

chicago style dissertation conclusion chapters represent the culmination of extensive research, critical

analysis, and scholarly endeavor. Crafting an effective conclusion in Chicago style requires a thorough

understanding of its structural components and stylistic conventions. This guide will delve into the

essential elements of a strong Chicago style dissertation conclusion, offering detailed insights into how

to effectively summarize your findings, reiterate your thesis, suggest future research directions, and

provide a compelling final statement. We will explore best practices for ensuring clarity, conciseness,

and academic rigor, all while adhering to the specific guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style.

Understanding these nuances is crucial for presenting your work in a polished and impactful manner.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Dissertation

Conclusion

The conclusion of your dissertation is far more than a mere summary; it is your final opportunity to

impress upon the reader the value and impact of your scholarly contribution. In Chicago style, as in

other academic traditions, the conclusion serves to synthesize the entire body of work, bringing

together disparate threads of argument and evidence into a coherent and persuasive whole. It should



leave the reader with a clear understanding of what you have achieved, why it matters, and what

further intellectual journeys your work might inspire.

A well-executed conclusion reinforces the central argument of your dissertation and demonstrates how

your research has successfully addressed your initial research questions or hypotheses. It provides a

sense of closure, guiding the reader from the intricate details of your research back to the broader

intellectual landscape. Furthermore, it solidifies your authority on the subject matter and positions your

work within the existing scholarship. This section is often the last part of your dissertation that a reader

encounters, making its impact particularly significant for their overall impression of your work.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Dissertation Conclusion

A robust Chicago style dissertation conclusion typically comprises several essential elements, each

contributing to the overall effectiveness of your final statement. These components, when meticulously

crafted, ensure that your dissertation concludes with clarity, authority, and intellectual force. They act

as signposts, guiding the reader through the final thoughts and takeaways of your extensive research

journey.

Crafting a Powerful Summary of Findings

The initial and perhaps most straightforward component of your conclusion is the summarization of

your key findings. This is not a simple rehashing of every piece of data or every sub-argument

presented in your chapters. Instead, it involves distilling the most significant results of your research

into concise and impactful statements. Think of it as presenting the "bottom line" of your investigation.

You should highlight the most crucial discoveries that directly answer your research questions or

support your thesis statement. This section should be a clear and direct presentation of what your

research has uncovered, avoiding jargon where possible or defining it clearly if necessary.

When summarizing, focus on the overarching themes and patterns that emerged from your data

analysis or textual interpretation. What were the most significant revelations? What are the core

takeaways that a reader should remember after engaging with your dissertation? Ensure that this

summary directly aligns with the objectives you set out in your introduction and the evidence you



presented throughout your dissertation. It should feel like a natural culmination of the preceding

arguments, not an abrupt shift in focus.

Reiterating the Thesis and Argument

Following the summary of findings, it is crucial to revisit and reiterate your dissertation's central thesis.

This is not about repeating your thesis statement verbatim from the introduction, but rather

reformulating it in light of the evidence and analysis you have presented. Show how your research has

definitively proven, explored, or complicated your initial argument. This reiteration demonstrates the

logical progression of your work and reinforces the central thread that has guided your entire

dissertation.

Connect your summary of findings directly to your thesis. Explain precisely how the discoveries you've

made support your main argument. This part of the conclusion should leave no doubt in the reader's

mind about the strength of your core proposition and how your research has validated it. The

restatement should be confident and assertive, reflecting the thoroughness of your investigation.

Consider it an opportunity to make a final, powerful statement about the validity and significance of

your core argument.

Discussing the Significance and Implications of Your Research

Beyond summarizing what you found and proving your thesis, a critical aspect of your Chicago style

dissertation conclusion is articulating the significance and broader implications of your work. Why does

your research matter? What contribution does it make to your field of study? This section allows you to

step back from the specifics of your investigation and connect it to larger academic conversations or

real-world issues. Consider the intellectual impact of your findings and their potential to shape future

understanding.

Think about the "so what?" question. If your research is successful, what changes? What new

perspectives are opened? What problems are addressed or illuminated? This is where you can discuss

how your work might influence policy, practice, theory, or future research directions. It’s an opportunity

to showcase the transformative potential of your dissertation and its lasting value to the academic



community and potentially beyond. Be specific about the implications, providing concrete examples of

how your findings might be applied or interpreted in broader contexts.

Proposing Future Research Avenues

No single dissertation can answer every question. An effective Chicago style conclusion will often

identify potential areas for future research that emerge from your own work. These suggestions should

be logical extensions of your findings, pointing to unanswered questions, unexplored facets of your

topic, or new research directions that your study has revealed. This demonstrates that your research is

not an endpoint, but rather a stepping stone for further scholarly inquiry.

Be thoughtful and specific when suggesting future research. Instead of vague statements like "more

research is needed," propose concrete questions that could be addressed or specific methodologies

that could be employed. Connect these suggestions back to your findings; for instance, "While this

study illuminated X, further investigation into Y, using Z methodology, could offer deeper insights

into..." This shows critical engagement with the limitations of your own work and a forward-thinking

approach to your field. It also positions your dissertation as a foundational piece for subsequent

scholarship.

Final Thoughts and Concluding Remarks

The very end of your conclusion should offer a sense of closure and leave a lasting impression. This is

your final opportunity to reinforce the importance of your research and offer a compelling final

statement. Avoid introducing new information or arguments at this stage. Instead, aim for a statement

that is both memorable and impactful, reinforcing the core message of your dissertation. This might be

a broader reflection on the subject, a poignant thought about the future, or a powerful restatement of

your contribution.

The tone here should be authoritative and reflective. It's about summarizing the journey the reader has

taken with you and providing a sense of finality and accomplishment. Ensure this final thought

resonates with the overall tone and purpose of your dissertation. It should feel like a natural, satisfying

end to your extensive scholarly work, leaving the reader with a clear and positive impression of your



research and your abilities as a scholar.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Your Chicago Style Conclusion

While the conclusion is a crucial section, several common mistakes can detract from its effectiveness.

Being aware of these pitfalls can help you ensure your Chicago style dissertation conclusion is as

strong as possible. Many of these errors stem from a misunderstanding of the conclusion's purpose or

a failure to adhere to academic writing standards.

One frequent error is introducing new information or arguments. The conclusion is for synthesizing and

reflecting, not for presenting novel data or theories. Another mistake is being overly repetitive; while

you need to reiterate, it should be done with fresh phrasing and a focus on evolution of the argument,

not verbatim recitation. Avoid apologizing for the limitations of your research; instead, frame them as

opportunities for future study. Also, do not simply repeat the introduction. The conclusion should build

upon what came before, offering a sense of culmination and reflection. Finally, ensure that the tone

remains professional and academic, avoiding overly emotional or subjective language.

Formatting and Style Considerations for Chicago Style

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for your dissertation conclusion is paramount. While the

manual offers extensive guidance, some specific considerations are particularly relevant for the

concluding sections. This includes the careful use of citations for any references made within the

conclusion itself, even if they are brief allusions to your own previous chapters. Ensure that your

concluding paragraphs maintain the same level of formality and clarity as the rest of your dissertation.

Pay close attention to sentence structure and word choice. The conclusion should be elegantly written

and easy to understand, even when discussing complex ideas. Ensure that any terminology introduced

or used is consistent with its earlier definitions. While Chicago style offers flexibility, particularly in the

humanities and social sciences, clarity and precision are always prioritized. For example, if your

discipline requires specific formatting for summarizing findings or implications, consult your

department’s guidelines in conjunction with the Chicago Manual of Style. The goal is to present a



polished, professional, and impeccably formatted final chapter.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style Dissertation

Conclusion

Q: How long should a Chicago style dissertation conclusion be?

A: The length of a Chicago style dissertation conclusion can vary significantly depending on the length

and complexity of the dissertation itself. However, as a general guideline, it should be substantial

enough to adequately summarize findings, reiterate the thesis, discuss implications, and propose future

research, but not so long that it becomes repetitive or loses its impact. A good rule of thumb is that it

should be proportionally similar to the introduction, typically ranging from 5% to 10% of the total

dissertation length.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence or data in my Chicago style

dissertation conclusion?

A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or data in your Chicago style dissertation conclusion.

The purpose of the conclusion is to synthesize and interpret the research and evidence already

presented in the main body of your dissertation. Introducing new material at this stage can confuse the

reader and undermine the coherence of your argument.

Q: How do I effectively reiterate my thesis without simply repeating it?

A: To effectively reiterate your thesis, rephrase it using different wording and demonstrate how the

evidence and analysis presented in your dissertation have supported or refined your original argument.

Show how your research journey has led to the confirmation, modification, or deeper understanding of

your central proposition.



Q: What is the difference between significance and implications in a

dissertation conclusion?

A: Significance refers to the importance and value of your research within your academic field or

broader context. Implications are the potential consequences or effects of your findings. Significance

explains why your research matters, while implications explore what your research suggests for the

future or for other areas of study.

Q: Is it necessary to cite sources within the conclusion?

A: Yes, it is often necessary to cite sources within your Chicago style dissertation conclusion. If you

refer to specific theories, previous research, or even your own earlier chapters in a way that requires

attribution, you should use citations according to the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. This ensures

academic integrity and avoids plagiarism.

Q: How do I transition smoothly from summarizing findings to

discussing implications?

A: You can create a smooth transition by using phrases that bridge the two sections. For example,

after summarizing a key finding, you might say, "These findings have significant implications for..." or

"Building upon this understanding of X, we can now consider its broader impact on..." This shows a

logical progression from concrete results to their wider relevance.

Q: Should my conclusion end on a hopeful or cautionary note?

A: The tone of your concluding remarks should align with the overall tone and findings of your

dissertation. It can be hopeful if your research offers solutions or optimistic outlooks, or cautionary if it

highlights persistent problems or potential risks. The key is to be authentic to your research and its

outcomes.



Q: What are the common errors to avoid when writing a Chicago style

dissertation conclusion?

A: Common errors include introducing new information, being overly repetitive, apologizing for

limitations, failing to connect findings to the thesis, and using informal language. It is crucial to

maintain a professional, synthesized, and forward-looking perspective.
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