
chicago style conclusion writing help

Understanding the Importance of a Strong
Conclusion in Chicago Style
chicago style conclusion writing help is essential for any academic or
scholarly paper, as the conclusion serves as the final impression on your
reader. It’s more than just a summary; it’s an opportunity to reinforce your
argument, synthesize your findings, and offer a lasting takeaway. In Chicago
style, a well-crafted conclusion demonstrates mastery of the subject matter
and adherence to academic conventions. This guide will delve into the nuances
of constructing effective conclusions, covering common pitfalls, essential
components, and strategies to elevate your writing. Mastering this final
section can significantly enhance the overall impact and credibility of your
work, ensuring your research resonates long after the last sentence.
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What is a Chicago Style Conclusion?
A Chicago style conclusion is the final section of an academic paper that
syntheses the main points, restates the thesis in a new way, and provides a
sense of closure. It’s not merely a rehashing of the introduction or body
paragraphs; rather, it’s an opportunity to offer a final perspective, suggest
implications, or call for further research. In Chicago style, the emphasis is
on clarity, conciseness, and intellectual weight. The conclusion should leave
the reader with a clear understanding of the significance of your argument
and its contribution to the broader field of study. It acts as the capstone
of your research, solidifying the persuasive power of your entire paper.



Key Components of an Effective Chicago Style
Conclusion
An effective Chicago style conclusion typically incorporates several crucial
elements that work together to create a powerful closing statement. These
components ensure that the conclusion is not only comprehensive but also
impactful and memorable for the reader.

Restate the Thesis in New Terms
The first and arguably most critical component is to subtly restate your
thesis. However, this should not be a verbatim repetition. Instead, rephrase
your central argument using different wording and a more nuanced perspective
that reflects the evidence and analysis presented throughout the paper. This
demonstrates how your research has validated and perhaps even expanded upon
your initial premise.

Summarize Main Arguments and Evidence
Briefly recap the most important points and evidence from your body
paragraphs. The goal here is synthesis, not extensive detail. Highlight how
each piece of evidence or argument contributed to supporting your thesis.
This provides a cohesive overview, reminding the reader of the journey your
paper has taken them on and the strength of the support for your central
claim.

Offer Final Thoughts and Implications
This is where you move beyond simple summary. Discuss the broader
significance of your findings. What are the implications of your research?
How does it contribute to the existing knowledge in your field? Consider
suggesting avenues for future research, posing lingering questions, or
offering a final, insightful observation that encourages the reader to think
critically about the topic.

Provide a Sense of Closure
A well-written conclusion should provide a clear sense of finality. Avoid
introducing new information or arguments. Instead, ensure that all threads
are neatly tied together, leaving the reader with a feeling of completeness
and satisfaction. The tone should be confident and authoritative, reinforcing
the credibility of your work.



Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions
Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when crafting their
conclusions. Being aware of these potential missteps is crucial for producing
a polished and effective final section in Chicago style.

Introducing New Information or Arguments
One of the most significant errors is introducing entirely new ideas,
evidence, or arguments in the conclusion. The conclusion should only deal
with what has already been presented and discussed. Any new material belongs
in the body of the paper. Introducing new points at this stage can confuse
the reader and undermine the cohesiveness of your argument.

Simply Repeating the Introduction or Body Paragraphs
A conclusion that merely regurgitates the introduction or provides an
uninspired summary of body paragraphs lacks impact. The conclusion needs to
offer a fresh perspective and demonstrate a deeper understanding gained
through the research process. It should build upon, not simply reiterate,
what has come before.

Apologizing for Findings or Weaknesses
Avoid phrases like "I may be wrong, but..." or "This is just my opinion." A
strong conclusion should be confident and assertive. If your research has
limitations, address them thoughtfully within the body of the paper or in a
nuanced discussion of implications, rather than signaling uncertainty in the
final moments.

Ending Abruptly
A conclusion that ends too suddenly without proper synthesis or a sense of
closure can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied. Ensure your final paragraph
offers a thoughtful wrap-up, reinforcing the overall message and leaving a
lasting impression.

Strategies for Writing a Compelling Conclusion
Crafting a compelling conclusion involves more than just ticking off
components; it requires strategic thinking and careful phrasing to maximize
impact and resonance.



Start with a Strong Opening Statement
Begin your conclusion with a powerful sentence that immediately grabs the
reader's attention and signals the end of your argument. This could be a
rephrased thesis statement, a broad statement about the significance of your
topic, or a thought-provoking question that your paper has addressed.

Weave in Keywords Naturally
While this article focuses on providing chicago style conclusion writing
help, the principle applies to any keyword. Ensure that relevant keywords
related to your specific topic are naturally integrated into your conclusion,
reinforcing its focus without sounding forced. This aids in search engine
visibility and signals the core themes of your work.

Use Transition Words and Phrases
Employ transition words and phrases to ensure a smooth flow between
summarizing your points and discussing their implications. Words like
"therefore," "consequently," "in conclusion," "ultimately," and "thus" can
help guide the reader through your final thoughts effectively.

Consider a Call to Action or a Future Outlook
Depending on the nature of your paper, you might end with a call to action,
urging readers to consider your findings in a practical way, or provide a
forward-looking statement about the potential future of the topic. This can
leave a more profound and lasting impression.

Revise and Refine
Like any other part of your paper, the conclusion benefits from revision.
Read it aloud to catch awkward phrasing. Ensure it aligns perfectly with the
arguments presented in the body and effectively summarizes your overall
contribution.

When to Seek Professional Chicago Style
Conclusion Writing Assistance
While the principles outlined here are valuable, there are times when seeking
professional assistance can be highly beneficial, especially when grappling
with complex arguments or tight deadlines.



When struggling to synthesize complex arguments into a concise summary.

If unsure about effectively restating the thesis in a nuanced way.

When aiming to ensure the conclusion aligns perfectly with Chicago style
guidelines.

If facing time constraints and needing a high-quality conclusion
quickly.

When the subject matter is particularly intricate and requires expert
articulation.

To gain an objective perspective on the effectiveness of your concluding
remarks.

For students or researchers whose first language is not English and need
to ensure clarity and proper academic tone.

Example of a Chicago Style Conclusion Snippet
Consider a hypothetical paper arguing for the increased integration of
renewable energy sources in urban planning. A snippet of its conclusion might
read: "Ultimately, the evidence presented demonstrates that a proactive
approach to integrating solar and wind power into urban infrastructure is not
merely an environmental imperative but an economic necessity. By embracing
these renewable solutions, as exemplified by the case studies in cities A and
B, municipalities can significantly reduce their carbon footprint, foster
energy independence, and stimulate local economies through green job
creation. Further research could explore the long-term policy frameworks
required to incentivize widespread adoption, paving the way for truly
sustainable urban futures."

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Conclusion Writing Help

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in
Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to synthesize the
paper's main arguments, restate the thesis in a new way, and offer a final
thought or implication, providing a sense of closure and reinforcing the
significance of the research.



Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago
style conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago
style conclusion. The conclusion should only build upon the information and
analysis presented in the body of the paper.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the
conclusion?
A: To effectively restate your thesis, rephrase it using different wording
than in your introduction. It should reflect the insights and evidence
developed throughout the paper, demonstrating how your argument has been
substantiated.

Q: What are the implications I should discuss in my
conclusion?
A: Implications can include the broader significance of your findings,
potential applications of your research, suggestions for future research, or
the impact of your work on the field of study.

Q: Is it acceptable to end a Chicago style
conclusion with a question?
A: While generally discouraged if it seems to imply unresolved issues, a
carefully worded, rhetorical question that encourages further thought on the
topic or its implications can sometimes be effective, but it must not suggest
that your paper failed to address its core questions.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion be?
A: The length of a conclusion is not strictly defined but should be
proportionate to the length of the paper. It should be detailed enough to
effectively synthesize and reflect on the research without being overly
lengthy or repetitive.

Q: When is it appropriate to seek professional
writing help for a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Professional help is beneficial when you are struggling with synthesizing
complex ideas, ensuring adherence to Chicago style nuances, meeting tight
deadlines, or if English is not your first language and you require precise
academic phrasing.
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