chicago style conclusion template

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) conclusion section serves as the final impression your academic
or scholarly work leaves on the reader. Understanding how to craft a robust and effective conclusion
using a Chicago style conclusion template is paramount for academic success, ensuring your
arguments are solidified and your research is presented with clarity and authority. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the essential components of a Chicago style conclusion, offering a structured
approach to finalizing your papers, essays, and dissertations. We will explore the purpose of a
conclusion, key elements to include, common pitfalls to avoid, and how a template can streamline this
critical writing process, ultimately enhancing the overall impact and persuasiveness of your scholarly

endeavors.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The conclusion of any academic paper, especially one adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, is far



more than just a summary; it is the culmination of your research and argumentation. Its primary
purpose is to provide a sense of closure for the reader, reinforcing the significance of your work and
leaving a lasting impression. A well-written conclusion should answer the implicit question posed by
your introduction and effectively demonstrate that you have successfully addressed your research
objectives. It allows you to reiterate the importance of your findings without introducing entirely new

information, guiding the reader back to the central thesis and its supporting evidence.

In academic writing, particularly under Chicago style guidelines, the conclusion acts as a final
validation of your research. It’s your opportunity to demonstrate the completeness of your exploration
and the validity of your claims. Think of it as the final act in a well-rehearsed play, where all the plot
threads are tied together, and the audience is left with a profound understanding of the play's themes
and messages. Therefore, dedicating sufficient time and thought to this section is crucial for a polished

and impactful academic submission.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion Template

A robust Chicago style conclusion template typically incorporates several key elements designed to
effectively synthesize your work. These components ensure that your conclusion is comprehensive,
persuasive, and adheres to academic conventions. By following a structured approach, you can avoid

the common mistake of simply repeating your introduction or introducing extraneous ideas.

Crafting a Strong Opening for Your Conclusion

The opening of your conclusion should immediately signal to the reader that you are transitioning to
the final section of your paper. Avoid phrases that are overly simplistic, such as "In conclusion" or "To
conclude." Instead, opt for more sophisticated transitions that echo the significance of your findings.
For example, you might start by broadly restating the central problem your paper addressed or by

highlighting the overarching impact of your research. This initial sentence or two should gently guide



the reader back into the main thrust of your argument without being repetitive.

Restating Your Thesis Effectively

While you should not simply copy and paste your thesis statement from the introduction, you do need
to restate it in a new and meaningful way. This involves rephrasing your central argument to reflect the
insights gained throughout your paper. The restated thesis should demonstrate how your subsequent
discussion has proven or illuminated your initial proposition. It serves as a reminder of the core
message you set out to convey, now fortified by the evidence and analysis presented in the body of

your work.

Summarizing Key Arguments and Evidence

This is where you briefly touch upon the main points and supporting evidence that you discussed in
the body paragraphs. The goal is not to reiterate every detail but to highlight the most compelling

aspects of your argument. Think of it as a high-level overview that reminds the reader of the journey
they have taken with you through your research. Focus on the logical progression of your ideas and

how each piece of evidence contributed to the overall validation of your thesis.

Addressing Limitations and Future Research

A sophisticated conclusion acknowledges the boundaries of your research. This demonstrates critical
thinking and a nuanced understanding of your topic. You might mention any limitations encountered,
such as data constraints, scope restrictions, or methodological challenges. Following this, it is often
beneficial to suggest avenues for future research. This shows that your work is part of an ongoing
scholarly conversation and that your findings can serve as a foundation for further inquiry by yourself

or others in the field.



Providing a Final Thought or Broader Implication

The final element of your conclusion is your parting thought — something memorable that underscores
the significance of your research. This could be a reflection on the broader implications of your
findings, a connection to a larger context, or a call to action (if appropriate for the discipline). This final
sentence or two should leave the reader with a sense of the importance and relevance of your work,

resonating long after they have finished reading.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Conclusions

When constructing your conclusion, it is crucial to be aware of common errors that can detract from its
effectiveness. Many students and researchers fall into predictable traps that weaken their final
impression. Recognizing these pitfalls is the first step toward avoiding them and ensuring your

conclusion is as strong as the rest of your paper.

Introducing new arguments or evidence that were not discussed in the body of the paper.

Simply repeating your introduction or thesis statement verbatim without rephrasing.

Being too brief and failing to adequately summarize or synthesize your points.

Being too lengthy, essentially adding another body section to your paper.

Using vague or cliché phrases that lack impact.

Apologizing for your research or its limitations in a way that undermines your authority.

Failing to connect your findings back to the original research question or problem statement.



Adhering to a Chicago style conclusion template can help mitigate these issues by providing a clear
structure and prompting you to address each essential component systematically. This structured
approach ensures that you cover all necessary aspects of a strong conclusion and avoid the

temptation to deviate from your core arguments.

Tips for Utilizing a Chicago Style Conclusion Template

A Chicago style conclusion template is a powerful tool, but its effectiveness depends on how you use
it. Rather than viewing it as a rigid script, consider it a guide or a checklist to ensure all critical
elements are present and well-executed. The key is to adapt the template to the specific nuances of

your research and writing style, ensuring authenticity and impact.

Begin by understanding the purpose of each section within the template. When you draft your
conclusion, use the template to outline your thoughts before writing full paragraphs. This helps
organize your ideas logically and prevents you from getting lost in the details. After drafting, use the
template to review your work, checking if you have adequately addressed each component. For
instance, after summarizing your arguments, go back and ensure you haven't introduced any new
claims. Similarly, verify that your restated thesis truly reflects the evolved understanding developed

throughout your paper.

The template is also invaluable for refining your language. As you move through the template's
prompts, you'll naturally look for concise and impactful ways to convey your message. This process
encourages stronger topic sentences for each element of your conclusion and helps you identify areas
where your writing might be redundant or unclear. Ultimately, a template fosters a more deliberate and

structured approach to writing, leading to a more polished and persuasive final product.



Key Takeaways for a Compelling Chicago Style Conclusion

A compelling Chicago style conclusion is the hallmark of a well-researched and effectively argued
academic paper. It should provide a satisfying sense of closure for your reader by judiciously restating
your thesis, synthesizing your key arguments, acknowledging limitations, and offering a final resonant
thought or broader implication. By adhering to a structured approach, such as that provided by a
Chicago style conclusion template, you can ensure that your final section is not merely an afterthought
but a powerful reinforcement of your scholarly contribution. Focus on clarity, conciseness, and the

strategic presentation of your findings to leave a lasting, authoritative impression.

Remember, the conclusion is your last opportunity to convince your audience of the value and
significance of your work. It should be a confident affirmation of your research journey and its
outcomes. Embrace the structure a template offers to refine your message, avoid common missteps,

and ensure your paper concludes with the impact it deserves.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style?

A: The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to provide a sense of closure for the reader
by summarizing the main arguments, restating the thesis in a new light, and highlighting the broader
significance or implications of the research. It reinforces the paper's central message and leaves a

lasting impression of the work's value and completeness.

Q: Should I introduce new information in my Chicago style conclusion?

A: No, you should not introduce new information, arguments, or evidence in your Chicago style
conclusion. The conclusion is meant to synthesize and summarize what has already been presented in

the body of your paper, not to add new content.



Q: How do | effectively restate my thesis in a Chicago style

conclusion?

A: To effectively restate your thesis, rephrase your original thesis statement using different wording.
The restated thesis should reflect the understanding gained and the journey taken throughout the

paper, demonstrating how your arguments have supported your initial claim.

Q: What role do limitations and future research play in a Chicago style

conclusion?

A: Acknowledging limitations shows critical awareness of your research's scope and potential
weaknesses. Suggesting avenues for future research demonstrates an understanding of the ongoing

nature of scholarly inquiry and can highlight the lasting impact and relevance of your work.

Q: Is it acceptable to start a Chicago style conclusion with "In

conclusion'?

A: While not strictly forbidden, starting with "In conclusion” is often considered cliché and less
sophisticated. It is generally recommended to use transitional phrases that more elegantly signal the
end of the paper, such as "Ultimately," "In sum," or by directly referencing the paper's overarching

theme.

Q: How detailed should the summary of arguments be in a Chicago

style conclusion?

A: The summary of arguments should be concise, focusing on the most critical points and evidence
that supported your thesis. It should remind the reader of the logical flow of your paper without

rehashing every detail, serving as a brief reinforcement of your main points.



Q: Can | use a template to write my Chicago style conclusion?

A: Yes, using a Chicago style conclusion template can be very helpful. It provides a structured
framework to ensure you include all essential components and avoid common errors, guiding you
through the process of synthesizing your work effectively. Remember to adapt the template to your

specific content.

Q: What is the best way to end a Chicago style conclusion?

A: The best way to end a Chicago style conclusion is with a strong, memorable statement that
resonates with the reader. This could be a final thought on the broader implications of your research, a

powerful connection to a larger context, or a concise summary of your work's ultimate significance.
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