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The Art of the Chicago Style Conclusion Sample Paper: Mastering the Final Impression

chicago style conclusion sample paper guides are essential for students and scholars aiming to leave a lasting
and authoritative final impression on their academic work. A well-crafted conclusion in Chicago style doesn't
merely summarize; it synthesizes, reiterates the significance of the research, and offers a final perspective that
resonates with the reader. This comprehensive article will delve into the core components of an effective
Chicago style conclusion, exploring how to effectively restate the thesis, synthesize key arguments, discuss
implications, and offer avenues for future research. We will break down the structure, common pitfalls to
avoid, and provide practical strategies to ensure your conclusion is as impactful as the body of your paper.
Understanding these elements is crucial for any academic writing, particularly when adhering to the rigorous
standards of the Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The conclusion of a Chicago style paper serves as the final opportunity to engage the reader and solidify the
arguments presented throughout the work. It is more than just a summary of what has already been said; it is a
crucial element that reinforces the paper's central thesis and leaves a lasting impression of the research's
importance. In Chicago style, as in many academic formats, the conclusion aims to bring closure to the
discussion while simultaneously highlighting the broader significance of the findings. It’s where the author
demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the topic and its place within the larger academic conversation.
A well-written conclusion can elevate a good paper to an excellent one, ensuring that the reader departs with
a clear and memorable takeaway.

Key Components of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust conclusion in Chicago style is built upon several foundational elements that work in concert to
provide a satisfying and informative end to the paper. These components ensure that the conclusion is not an
afterthought but an integral part of the overall scholarly argument.



Restating the Thesis Statement

While not a verbatim repetition, the conclusion should artfully reintroduce the paper's central thesis. This
restatement, often phrased in new words, serves to remind the reader of the core argument that has been
substantiated by the evidence and analysis presented in the body of the paper. It acts as a guiding light, bringing
the reader back to the initial premise and demonstrating how the subsequent research has definitively supported
it. A strong restatement confirms the paper's purpose and its intended contribution to the field.

Synthesizing Main Arguments

Beyond simply listing the main points, a Chicago style conclusion must synthesize them. This involves weaving
together the key findings and arguments from different sections of the paper to demonstrate how they
collectively support the thesis. Synthesis shows the reader the interconnectedness of the ideas and how each
piece of evidence contributes to the overall picture. It’s about showing the "so what?" of your research by
illustrating the emergent understanding that arises from the interplay of your various points. This process
requires analytical skill and a deep understanding of the paper's trajectory.

Discussing the Significance and Implications

A truly effective conclusion will explore the broader significance of the research. What are the wider
implications of your findings? How do they contribute to the existing body of knowledge in your field? This
section allows you to step back from the specific details of your argument and discuss its relevance and
impact. Consider the practical applications, theoretical advancements, or new perspectives your research
offers. This aspect of the conclusion elevates the paper from a descriptive account to an insightful analysis
with lasting value.

Offering Suggestions for Future Research

Concluding a Chicago style paper often involves pointing towards future avenues of inquiry. This
demonstrates a forward-thinking approach and acknowledges that academic research is an ongoing process. By
suggesting potential next steps or unanswered questions that your research has uncovered, you invite further
exploration by other scholars and contribute to the continued development of the field. These suggestions
should logically stem from your findings and should be presented as opportunities rather than critiques of
your own work.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Conclusions

Even with the best intentions, writers can fall into common traps when composing their conclusions. Avoiding
these pitfalls is crucial for maintaining the integrity and impact of your Chicago style paper.

Introducing New Information

One of the most significant errors is introducing entirely new information, arguments, or evidence in the
conclusion. The conclusion should draw upon what has already been presented and discussed. Any new material
would be unfair to the reader, who expects the conclusion to provide resolution, not a new set of challenges



or topics to consider without adequate development.

Merely Summarizing Without Synthesis

A common mistake is to simply restate the main points of each section without any analytical connection. This
approach is often referred to as a "laundry list" summary. True synthesis involves showing how these points
relate to each other and, more importantly, how they collectively prove the thesis. The conclusion needs to
demonstrate a higher level of understanding than a simple recap.

Being Too Repetitive

While restating the thesis and key arguments is necessary, excessive repetition can make the conclusion tedious.
The goal is to rephrase and recontextualize, not to copy and paste sentences or ideas directly from the body
of the paper. Varying sentence structure and vocabulary are key to avoiding monotony and keeping the reader
engaged until the very end.

Failing to Connect Back to the Introduction

A strong conclusion should create a sense of completeness by subtly echoing the introduction. If the
introduction posed a question or presented a problem, the conclusion should demonstrate how that question
has been answered or that problem has been addressed. This cyclical approach provides a satisfying sense of
closure and reinforces the paper's coherence and purpose from beginning to end.

Crafting Your Chicago Style Conclusion: A Step-by-Step
Approach

Composing an effective Chicago style conclusion involves a deliberate and thoughtful process. Following
these steps can help ensure that your final section is both impactful and meets the rigorous standards of
academic writing.

Begin by reviewing your introduction. Identify the core thesis statement and the main questions or1.
objectives you set out to address.

Revisit the topic sentences of your body paragraphs and your concluding sentences of each section.2.
These often highlight the key arguments you developed.

Draft a restatement of your thesis, using different wording to convey the same central idea. Ensure it3.
reflects the nuances and developments established in your research.

Write a synthesized overview of your main arguments. Focus on how these arguments collectively4.
support your thesis, highlighting any logical connections or emergent themes.

Articulate the significance and implications of your findings. Consider the broader impact on your field,5.
potential applications, or new understandings gained.

Brainstorm potential areas for future research that your study has illuminated or raised. Frame these6.
as logical extensions or unanswered questions.



Review your draft to ensure it flows logically, avoids new information, and doesn't simply repeat7.
what's already been said.

Check for clarity, conciseness, and a strong, authoritative tone, consistent with the Chicago Manual8.
of Style.

Illustrative Chicago Style Conclusion Sample Paper Elements

To better understand how these components come together, consider these sample elements that might appear in
a well-structured Chicago style conclusion for a paper on, for instance, the impact of industrialization on
Victorian literature:

Restated Thesis Example:

"Ultimately, this paper has demonstrated that the pervasive influence of industrialization served not merely as
a backdrop for Victorian literature but actively shaped its thematic concerns, narrative structures, and
character archetypes, thereby redefining the very essence of the era's literary expression."

Synthesized Argument Example:

"By examining the anxieties surrounding urban growth, the alienation of the individual in factory settings, and
the burgeoning class consciousness, we have seen how authors like Dickens and Gaskell translated the tangible
realities of a rapidly changing society into compelling narratives of social critique and moral exploration. The
shift from pastoral settings to the gritty urban landscape, coupled with the introduction of new
technologies, fundamentally altered the way protagonists navigated their worlds and confronted societal
pressures."

Significance and Implications Example:

"The enduring relevance of these literary responses to industrialization lies in their prescient articulation of
themes that continue to resonate in contemporary discussions of technological advancement, economic
disparity, and the human condition. This study underscores literature's vital role as a mirror reflecting and
critiquing societal transformations, offering timeless insights into the human cost of progress."

Future Research Example:

"Further investigation could explore the comparative reception of these industrial themes in international
literature of the period or delve deeper into the lesser-known authors who also grappled with the societal
shifts, thereby providing a more nuanced and global perspective on literature's engagement with the Industrial
Revolution."

The Final Polish: Editing and Refining Your Conclusion

The final stage of crafting your Chicago style conclusion involves meticulous editing and refinement. This is
where you ensure that every sentence serves a purpose and contributes to the overall strength of your
argument. Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward phrasing or logical gaps. Ensure that the tone is



consistent with the rest of your paper – authoritative, objective, and insightful. Pay close attention to
transitions between ideas, ensuring a smooth and logical flow. Checking for grammatical errors, punctuation
mistakes, and stylistic inconsistencies is paramount. A polished conclusion leaves the reader with a strong,
positive, and professional impression of your scholarly work, solidifying its impact and contribution to the
academic discourse.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago style paper?

A: The primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago style paper is to provide a sense of closure, reinforce the
central thesis and key arguments, and highlight the significance and broader implications of the research. It aims
to leave the reader with a lasting understanding of the paper's contribution to the field.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence or arguments in my Chicago style
conclusion?

A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style conclusion. The
conclusion is meant to synthesize and discuss what has already been presented and proven in the body of the
paper. New information would be inappropriate and undermine the paper's coherence.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion without being
repetitive?

A: To effectively restate your thesis without being repetitive, rephrase it using different wording and sentence
structures. Focus on conveying the same core idea but in a way that reflects the understanding and insights
gained through the research presented in the paper. It should sound like a confirmation, not a simple copy.

Q: What does it mean to "synthesize" arguments in a Chicago style
conclusion?

A: Synthesizing arguments means bringing together the main points and findings from different sections of your
paper and showing how they connect and collectively support your thesis. It's about demonstrating the
relationship between your arguments and the emergent overall understanding, rather than just listing them.

Q: Is it necessary to suggest future research in every Chicago style
conclusion?

A: While not strictly mandatory for every single paper, suggesting avenues for future research is highly
recommended and often expected in academic writing, including Chicago style. It demonstrates foresight,
acknowledges the ongoing nature of scholarship, and can spark further inquiry in the field.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style conclusion has a strong and



authoritative tone?

A: Maintain an authoritative tone by using clear, precise language and avoiding colloquialisms or overly
emotional phrasing. Present your findings and their significance with confidence, based on the evidence you have
provided. Ensure smooth transitions and a logical flow to reinforce the strength of your analysis.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a Chicago style
conclusion?

A: Common mistakes to avoid include introducing new information, merely summarizing without synthesis, being
excessively repetitive, failing to connect back to the introduction, and ending abruptly without a sense of
finality or impact. Ensure your conclusion provides a satisfying resolution to the paper's central inquiry.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion typically be?

A: There is no strict word count for a Chicago style conclusion, but it should be proportionate to the length
and complexity of your paper. Generally, it should be long enough to adequately address its key components
without becoming too lengthy or repetitive, often making up about 5-10% of the total paper length.
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