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Understanding the Chicago Style Conclusion
Purpose

chicago style conclusion purpose is multifaceted, serving as the critical
final stage of academic and scholarly writing. It’s far more than just a
summary; it’s a strategic opportunity to reinforce the paper’s argument,
demonstrate the significance of the research, and leave a lasting impression
on the reader. A well-crafted conclusion in Chicago style synthesizes key
findings, reiterates the thesis in a new light, and offers insightful
perspectives that extend beyond the immediate scope of the paper. This
article will delve into the core functions of a Chicago style conclusion,
explore essential components, discuss common pitfalls to avoid, and highlight
best practices for effective closure. Understanding these elements is crucial
for any writer aiming to produce impactful and memorable academic work that
adheres to the rigorous standards of Chicago style.
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The Central Role of the Chicago Style
Conclusion

The conclusion acts as the intellectual capstone of any research paper,
essay, or thesis employing the Chicago Manual of Style. It is the final
opportunity for the author to guide the reader’s understanding and solidify
the paper’s overall message. Unlike a simple reiteration of points, the
Chicago style conclusion aims to provide a sense of closure while
simultaneously prompting further thought. This section explores why the
conclusion holds such a pivotal position in academic discourse and its
overarching significance in the writing process.

In academic writing, especially within disciplines that favor the Chicago
Manual of Style, the conclusion is not an afterthought but an integral part
of the argument's construction. It validates the research undertaken and the
claims made throughout the body of the paper. A robust conclusion reassures
the reader that the journey through the paper has been worthwhile and that
the insights presented are meaningful and well-supported. Therefore,



mastering the art of the Chicago style conclusion is essential for academic
success.

Key Objectives of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The primary objectives of a Chicago style conclusion revolve around
synthesizing information, reinforcing the argument, and demonstrating
significance. It’s about bringing together the threads of the paper and
presenting them in a cohesive and impactful manner. These objectives ensure
that the reader leaves with a clear understanding of the paper's contribution
to its field and the implications of the presented research.

Reinforcing the Thesis Statement

One of the paramount objectives is to restate the thesis, not verbatim, but
in a transformed and more profound way. The conclusion should demonstrate how
the evidence presented throughout the paper has proven or refined the initial
assertion. This re-framing shows the reader that the argument has evolved and
been substantiated, adding weight to the original claim.

Summarizing Key Findings and Arguments

A crucial function is to briefly encapsulate the most important findings and
arguments presented in the body paragraphs. This summary should not be a mere
list but a concise distillation of the paper’s core contributions. It serves
as a reminder of the journey the reader has taken and the knowledge they have
gained.

Demonstrating the Significance of the Research

Beyond summarizing, a strong Chicago style conclusion must articulate the
broader significance of the research. This involves explaining why the
findings matter, their implications for the field of study, and how they
contribute to existing knowledge or open new avenues for inquiry. This
elevates the paper from a mere report to a valuable piece of scholarship.

Providing a Sense of Closure

Ultimately, the conclusion must provide a satisfying sense of closure. This
means bringing the paper to a natural end, leaving the reader with a clear
takeaway message and a feeling that the discussion has been comprehensively
addressed. It should feel conclusive without being abrupt.



Essential Components of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

A well-structured Chicago style conclusion typically comprises several key
elements that work in synergy to achieve its objectives. These components,
when thoughtfully integrated, create a powerful and memorable closing
statement for the paper. Understanding what should be included is the first
step toward effective construction.

Restatement of the Thesis (Rephrased)

As mentioned, the thesis is revisited but not repeated. This rephrased thesis
should reflect the understanding gained through the analysis presented in the
paper. It’s about demonstrating the journey of proving the thesis, showcasing
the transformation of the initial idea through the research process.

Synthesis of Main Points

This involves weaving together the most critical arguments and supporting
evidence from the body of the paper. Instead of just listing them, the author
should show how these points connect and collectively support the overall
thesis. This synthesis highlights the coherence and logical progression of
the paper's argument.

Implications and Significance

This component addresses the "so what?" question. What are the broader
implications of the research? How does it contribute to the existing body of
knowledge? This could involve suggesting future research directions,
connecting the findings to real-world applications, or highlighting the
impact on the field of study.

Concluding Thought or Final Impression

The conclusion often ends with a memorable thought, a thought-provoking
statement, or a final reflection that resonates with the reader. This is not
about introducing new information but about leaving the reader with a lasting
impression that encapsulates the essence of the paper.

Strategies for Crafting a Compelling Conclusion

Creating a compelling Chicago style conclusion requires strategic planning
and careful execution. It's about moving beyond the basic requirements to
craft a section that truly elevates the paper. Here are several strategies



that can help writers achieve this.

Connect Back to the Introduction

A strong technique is to subtly refer back to the introduction, perhaps by
echoing an opening anecdote, a question posed, or a concept introduced. This
creates a sense of narrative completeness and reinforces the paper’s thematic
unity.

Avoid Introducing New Information or Arguments

It is imperative to resist the temptation to introduce entirely new evidence,
ideas, or arguments in the conclusion. The purpose is to conclude, not to
expand the scope of the paper. All significant points should have been
developed in the body of the text.

Use Transition Words and Phrases Effectively

Employing transitional words and phrases such as "in conclusion,"
"ultimately," "therefore," "consequently," and "in summary" can help guide
the reader smoothly through the concluding thoughts. However, these should be
used judiciously to avoid sounding repetitive.

Vary Sentence Structure and Vocabulary

To keep the conclusion engaging, use a variety of sentence structures and
precise vocabulary. This ensures that the concluding remarks are as dynamic
and well-articulated as the rest of the paper, preventing a monotonous or
abrupt ending.

Consider the Audience and Purpose

Tailor the concluding remarks to the specific audience and the overall
purpose of the paper. For a scholarly journal, the implications might be
theoretical, while for a policy paper, they might be practical or actionable.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when writing conclusions.
Recognizing these pitfalls is crucial for avoiding them and ensuring that the
paper ends on a strong, professional note. Adhering to Chicago style
principles means being mindful of what not to do.



Apologizing for the Paper

Statements like "I may not have covered all aspects" or "This research is
limited" undermine the author's credibility and the paper's findings. The
conclusion should project confidence in the research undertaken.

Introducing New Evidence

As noted earlier, bringing in new facts, examples, or arguments in the
conclusion is a significant error. It suggests that the author hasn't fully
developed their points in the body or is trying to sneak in last-minute
ideas.

Being Too Brief or Too Long

A conclusion that is too short may not adequately summarize or demonstrate
significance. Conversely, one that is excessively long can become redundant
and lose its impact. The length should be proportional to the paper's overall
size and complexity.

Simply Repeating the Introduction

A verbatim or near-verbatim repetition of the introduction frustrates the
reader and fails to demonstrate the growth and learning that occurred
throughout the paper. The thesis should be restated in a new, evolved
context.

Offering Recommendations Without Proper Basis

While suggesting future research or actions is acceptable, these
recommendations must logically flow from the paper's findings and analysis.
Unsubstantiated recommendations can weaken the conclusion.

Best Practices for Effective Closure

To ensure your Chicago style conclusion is impactful and adheres to the
highest academic standards, consider these best practices. They are designed
to enhance clarity, reinforce the argument, and leave a lasting positive
impression on your readers, solidifying the purpose of your concluding
remarks.

Emphasize the lasting importance of the research.

Offer a final insight that encourages deeper reflection.



Ensure a smooth and logical flow from the preceding paragraph.

Proofread meticulously for any grammatical errors or typos.

Maintain a formal and objective tone throughout.

Conclude with a sentence that provides a sense of finality and
intellectual satisfaction.

By integrating these practices, writers can transform their conclusions from
mere summaries into powerful statements of academic achievement and
intellectual contribution, fulfilling the true Chicago style conclusion
purpose.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a Chicago style
conclusion?
A: The primary goal of a Chicago style conclusion is to synthesize the
paper's arguments and findings, reinforce the thesis statement, demonstrate
the significance of the research, and provide a satisfying sense of closure
for the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new information in my Chicago
style conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new information, evidence, or arguments in
your Chicago style conclusion. The conclusion should be based on the material
presented and analyzed in the body of the paper.

Q: How should I restate my thesis in the conclusion?
A: You should restate your thesis in the conclusion, but not verbatim.
Rephrase it to reflect the insights and understanding gained through your
research and analysis, showing how the thesis has been substantiated.

Q: What are some common phrases to use when starting
a Chicago style conclusion?
A: While it's good to avoid overuse, common transitional phrases that can be
used judiciously include "In conclusion," "Ultimately," "Therefore," "In
summary," and "Thus." The key is to ensure they fit the context and do not
sound overly formulaic.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion be?
A: The length of a Chicago style conclusion should be proportional to the



length and complexity of the paper. It should be substantial enough to
effectively summarize and discuss significance but not so long that it
becomes repetitive or loses its impact. Typically, it might be around 5-10%
of the paper's total length.

Q: Can I offer recommendations or suggestions in my
conclusion?
A: Yes, you can offer recommendations or suggestions for future research or
practical applications, but these must be directly supported by the findings
and analysis presented in the body of your paper. They should logically
extend from your research.

Q: What is the difference between a summary in the
conclusion and one in an abstract?
A: While both summarize, an abstract provides a brief overview of the entire
paper (introduction, methods, results, conclusion) for a reader to quickly
grasp the paper's content. A conclusion synthesizes and reinforces the
arguments and significance of the paper's findings for a reader who has
already engaged with the full text.
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