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Understanding the Chicago Style Conclusion for
Religious Studies Papers

Chicago style conclusion for religious studies paper writing requires a nuanced approach,
blending academic rigor with the specific demands of religious scholarship. This crucial section of your
academic work serves not merely as a summary but as a culminating point that reinforces your
arguments, contextualizes your findings, and offers avenues for future inquiry. A well-crafted
conclusion in Chicago style demonstrates a mastery of the subject matter, a clear understanding of
your research's significance, and adherence to scholarly conventions. This article will delve into the
essential components, best practices, and common pitfalls to avoid when constructing your final
thoughts, ensuring your religious studies paper leaves a lasting impression.
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The Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion in Religious
Studies

The conclusion of a religious studies paper, particularly when adhering to Chicago style, serves
multiple vital functions. It is the final opportunity to solidify the reader's understanding of your thesis
and the journey undertaken throughout the paper. Beyond mere recapitulation, it should offer a sense
of closure while simultaneously opening intellectual doors for further contemplation and research
within the field of religious studies. This section is where the significance of your analysis is
underscored, connecting your specific findings to broader academic conversations.



In the context of religious studies, a conclusion often grapples with the complex interplay of faith,
culture, history, and social phenomena. It's where you can articulate how your research contributes to
a deeper understanding of a particular religious tradition, practice, or belief system. This could involve
demonstrating the enduring relevance of ancient texts, analyzing contemporary religious movements,
or exploring the ethical implications of religious doctrines. The Chicago style framework emphasizes
clarity and precision in these articulations, ensuring that your arguments are presented logically and
persuasively.

Key Elements of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust Chicago style conclusion for a religious studies paper is built upon several foundational
elements that work in concert to create a powerful final statement. These components ensure that
the conclusion is both informative and impactful, leaving the reader with a clear understanding of
your paper's contribution.

Restating the Thesis in New Words

While it might seem redundant, effectively restating your thesis is crucial. This is not a verbatim
repetition but a rephrasing that demonstrates how your research has validated and elaborated upon
your initial argument. In religious studies, this might involve synthesizing the key insights gained
about a specific religious text, practice, or phenomenon. The restated thesis should encapsulate the
overarching point you aimed to prove or explore, now enriched by the evidence and analysis
presented in the body of your paper.

Summarizing Main Arguments and Findings

This element involves a concise overview of the most significant points and discoveries made
throughout your paper. For a religious studies paper, this means highlighting how your evidence
supports your thesis, drawing connections between different analytical threads. Avoid introducing
new information or arguments here; instead, focus on reinforcing the key takeaways that logically
lead from your introduction to your conclusion. Think of it as painting a final, cohesive picture of your
scholarly journey.

Discussing the Significance of Your Research

This is where you articulate the broader implications and importance of your work within the field of
religious studies. Why does your research matter? How does it contribute to existing scholarship or
offer a new perspective? For example, your conclusion might explain how your findings challenge
conventional interpretations of a religious doctrine or shed light on a neglected aspect of a religious
community's history. This component elevates your paper from a mere report to a meaningful
contribution.



Offering Final Thoughts and Future Directions

A strong conclusion often concludes with a broader reflection or a thought-provoking statement that
encourages further engagement with the topic. This could involve suggesting avenues for future
research, posing unanswered questions that your work has raised, or offering a final, impactful insight
into the subject matter. In religious studies, this might involve speculating on the future trajectory of
a religious movement, the evolving impact of a particular theological concept, or the continuing
relevance of a spiritual practice in the modern world.

Strategies for Crafting a Compelling Religious Studies
Conclusion

Moving beyond the basic elements, several strategic approaches can elevate your Chicago style
conclusion from competent to compelling. These strategies focus on enhancing the impact and
memorability of your final statements, ensuring your scholarly voice resonates with the reader.

Connecting to Broader Themes in Religious Studies

Your conclusion is an ideal place to demonstrate how your specific research connects to larger,
enduring questions within the discipline of religious studies. This might involve linking your analysis of
a particular text to broader debates about scriptural interpretation, or situating your study of a ritual
within discussions of religious experience or communal identity. By framing your findings within these
larger thematic contexts, you underscore their scholarly relevance and intellectual weight.

Synthesizing, Not Just Summarizing

The difference between summarizing and synthesizing is critical. A summary merely lists points, while
synthesis involves weaving them together to reveal new connections and understandings. In your
conclusion, aim to show how your various arguments and findings coalesce into a coherent whole,
reinforcing your main thesis in a more profound way. For instance, if you analyzed historical sources,
theological texts, and ethnographic data, your synthesis would demonstrate how these diverse
elements collectively support your central claim.

Using Strong, Definitive Language

While maintaining academic humility, your conclusion should convey confidence in your research and
findings. Employ clear, precise language that leaves no room for ambiguity regarding your
conclusions. Avoid tentative phrases like "it seems" or "perhaps," and instead use declarative
statements that reflect the strength of your evidence and analysis. This does not mean being
dogmatic, but rather presenting your reasoned conclusions with conviction.



Ending with a Memorable Statement

The final sentence or two of your conclusion can be particularly impactful. Consider ending with a
thought-provoking question that stems from your research, a powerful quotation that resonates with
your findings, or a concise statement that encapsulates the enduring significance of your topic. This
creates a lasting impression on the reader, encouraging them to reflect further on the subject long
after they have finished reading your paper.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Conclusion

Even with the best intentions, writers can fall into common traps when constructing their conclusions.
Being aware of these pitfalls can help you steer clear of them and ensure your Chicago style
conclusion for your religious studies paper is as effective as possible.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

The conclusion is not the place to introduce novel ideas, evidence, or analytical points that were not
previously discussed. This can disorient the reader and undermine the cohesive structure of your
paper. If a crucial point was inadvertently omitted, it is generally better to revise earlier sections to
incorporate it, rather than tacking it onto the conclusion.

Being Too Vague or Repetitive

Conversely, a conclusion that is overly vague or simply rehashes the introduction without adding any
new analytical depth can be equally detrimental. Ensure that your restatement of the thesis and
summary of arguments offer a sense of progression and insight, rather than mere repetition. Each
sentence should contribute to the overall impact and finality of your paper.

Apologizing for Your Research or Findings

Avoid language that expresses doubt or apology regarding your research. Phrases like "although |
could not fully explore..." or "despite my limitations..." can weaken your overall argument. Present
your findings with confidence, acknowledging any limitations as part of the scholarly process, but not
as excuses.

Ending Abruptly or with a Cliché

A conclusion should feel earned, not rushed. Avoid ending your paper with a cliché or a generic
platitude. The concluding remarks should logically flow from the preceding analysis and provide a
satisfying sense of closure. A well-developed final thought will always be more impactful than a
superficial or overused phrase.



Integrating Chicago Style Citation within the
Conclusion

While the conclusion is the final section, it is not exempt from the rules of Chicago style citation. Any
claims, references to external ideas, or restatements of scholarship that are not common knowledge
or your own original insights must be properly cited, even in the conclusion. This maintains academic
integrity and allows readers to verify your sources.

When citing within the conclusion, you will follow the same norms as in the body of your paper,
whether you are using footnotes/endnotes or author-date citations, as per the specific guidelines
provided for your assignment or publication. If you are summarizing a point from a specific scholar,
you might include a footnote referencing that scholar's work. The key is consistency; the citation style
employed in your conclusion should mirror that used throughout the rest of your religious studies

paper.

Examples and Best Practices

To illustrate these principles, consider a hypothetical conclusion for a paper on the impact of Buddhist
meditation practices on modern Western mindfulness movements. A strong conclusion might begin by
restating the thesis: "This paper has demonstrated that contemporary Western mindfulness practices,
while secularized, are deeply indebted to traditional Buddhist meditative techniques, both in their
theoretical underpinnings and their practical methodologies." It would then summarize key findings,
such as how specific meditation postures and attentional techniques have been adapted, and discuss
the significance: "The secularization of these practices offers a valuable gateway for individuals
seeking stress reduction and well-being, yet it also raises critical questions about the potential
dilution of core Buddhist ethical principles and the commodification of spiritual traditions." Finally, it
could offer future directions: "Further research could explore the long-term societal impacts of
widespread secular mindfulness adoption and critically examine the ongoing dialogue between
traditional Buddhist institutions and secular mindfulness proponents.”

Best practices also include reviewing your introduction and conclusion together to ensure they create
a coherent framework for your paper. The conclusion should echo the promises made in the
introduction and demonstrate how they have been fulfilled. Proofread meticulously for any
grammatical errors or typos, as these can detract from the overall professionalism of your work. A
final read-aloud can often catch awkward phrasing or logical gaps.

The construction of a Chicago style conclusion for a religious studies paper is a multifaceted task that
requires careful planning and execution. By understanding its purpose, incorporating key elements,
employing effective strategies, and avoiding common errors, you can craft a conclusion that not only
summarizes your work but also elevates its scholarly impact. Adhering to Chicago style citation
standards within this final section ensures your paper meets the highest academic expectations,
leaving a strong and lasting impression on your readers and contributing meaningfully to the
discourse in religious studies.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary role of a conclusion in a Chicago style
religious studies paper?

A: The primary role of a conclusion in a Chicago style religious studies paper is to synthesize the
paper's arguments, restate the thesis in a new light, highlight the significance of the research within
the broader field of religious studies, and offer final thoughts or avenues for future inquiry. It provides
closure while demonstrating the paper's contribution to academic discourse.

Q: Should | introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion for a religious studies paper?

A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style conclusion for a
religious studies paper. The conclusion's purpose is to consolidate and reflect on the arguments and
evidence presented in the body of the paper, not to present entirely new material.

Q: How do | properly cite sources within the conclusion of my
Chicago style religious studies paper?

A: You must cite sources within the conclusion of your Chicago style religious studies paper if you are
referencing specific ideas, data, or quotes that are not your own original thought or common
knowledge. This adheres to the same citation guidelines (footnotes/endnotes or author-date) used in
the rest of your paper, maintaining academic integrity.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a
Chicago style conclusion for religious studies?

A: Common mistakes include introducing new information, being too vague or overly repetitive,
apologizing for limitations, and ending abruptly or with a cliché. A strong conclusion should be
concise, insightful, and provide a sense of finality and intellectual impact.

Q: How can | ensure my conclusion effectively summarizes my
religious studies research without being boring?

A: To avoid being boring, focus on synthesizing rather than just summarizing. Connect your findings to
broader themes in religious studies, discuss their significance, and end with a memorable statement
or thought-provoking question. The goal is to offer a fresh perspective on what has already been
discussed.

Q: Is it acceptable to pose questions for future research in my



Chicago style conclusion for a religious studies paper?

A: Yes, it is not only acceptable but often encouraged to pose questions for future research in your
Chicago style conclusion for a religious studies paper. This demonstrates a deep engagement with the
topic and can stimulate further scholarly investigation, showing the ongoing relevance and complexity
of your research area.

Q: What is the difference between restating the thesis and
summarizing arguments in a Chicago style conclusion?

A: Restating the thesis involves rephrasing your central argument to show how it has been proven or
elaborated upon throughout the paper. Summarizing arguments involves briefly recounting the main
points and evidence that support your thesis. Both are essential, but restating the thesis offers a
refined perspective on your core claim, while summarizing outlines the journey taken to reach that
claim.
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