chicago style conclusion for english
paper

The Importance of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion for English Papers

chicago style conclusion for english paper is the final frontier of your
academic writing, a crucial element that cements your argument and leaves a
lasting impression on your reader. A well-crafted conclusion in Chicago style
does more than just summarize; it synthesizes your findings, reiterates the
significance of your thesis, and offers avenues for future thought or
research. This guide will meticulously explore the anatomy of an effective
Chicago style conclusion, covering its essential components, common pitfalls
to avoid, and best practices for ensuring your paper ends with a powerful and
memorable statement. We will delve into how to effectively recap your main
points without being repetitive, the art of restating your thesis in a fresh
and impactful way, and how to broaden the scope of your discussion to
showcase the wider implications of your work. Mastering these elements is key
to demonstrating a comprehensive understanding of your topic and leaving your
audience with a clear and enduring takeaway.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

The conclusion of any academic paper, particularly one adhering to Chicago
style, serves a fundamental purpose: to provide a sense of closure and
reinforce the central argument. It is the final opportunity to persuade your
reader of the validity and importance of your research. Unlike the
introduction, which sets the stage, the conclusion looks back at what has
been presented, drawing together the threads of your analysis into a cohesive
whole. Its primary function is to remind the reader of your thesis and
demonstrate how your presented evidence unequivocally supports it.

Beyond mere summation, a strong conclusion elevates your paper by
highlighting the significance of your findings. It answers the implicit
question of "So what?" prompting the reader to consider the broader
implications of your work. This section should not introduce new information
or arguments but rather build upon the foundation established throughout the
body of your paper. A well-executed conclusion leaves the reader with a clear
understanding of your contribution to the academic discourse and a sense of
intellectual satisfaction.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust Chicago style conclusion is built upon several critical pillars.
These components work in synergy to create a powerful and persuasive closing
statement for your English paper. Neglecting any one of these elements can
diminish the overall impact of your work. Understanding their individual
roles is the first step toward effectively integrating them into your
writing.

Restating Your Thesis Effectively

One of the most vital aspects of your Chicago style conclusion is the
rephrasing of your thesis statement. It is crucial to note that "restating"
does not mean simply copying and pasting your original thesis. Instead, you
should present it in a new and nuanced way, reflecting the journey your
argument has taken throughout the paper. This restatement should resonate
with the insights and evidence you have developed, demonstrating how your
initial premise has been proven and deepened through your analysis.

Think of it as providing a final, polished articulation of your central
argument. The language you use should be more sophisticated and conclusive
than in the introduction, as it now carries the weight of your entire paper's
evidence. This is your last chance to firmly anchor your reader to your core
message, ensuring they leave with a definitive understanding of your paper's
main point.

Synthesizing Your Main Points

Following the restatement of your thesis, you must effectively synthesize
your main points. This involves more than just listing the topics you
covered. Instead, you need to demonstrate the interconnectedness of these
points and how they collectively support your thesis. This synthesis shows a
higher level of critical thinking, illustrating that you have a holistic
understanding of your argument's architecture.

Consider how each major section of your paper contributed to proving your
thesis. Your synthesis should draw these contributions together, showing the
logical progression of your ideas. Avoid simply reiterating topic sentences
from your body paragraphs; instead, aim to connect the key findings and
insights from each section. This creates a more fluid and impactful recap
that reinforces the strength of your overall argument.

Broadening the Scope and Offering Final Thoughts

A truly exceptional Chicago style conclusion goes beyond summarizing to
broaden the scope of your discussion. This involves reflecting on the larger
implications or significance of your research. You might suggest areas for
future study, connect your findings to broader societal issues, or offer a
final, thought-provoking statement that encourages the reader to continue
considering your topic.



This element is crucial for demonstrating the value and relevance of your
work. It shows that you understand how your paper fits into a larger academic
conversation or real-world context. However, be careful not to introduce
entirely new arguments or evidence here. The goal is to expand upon what you
have already presented, not to start a new discussion. Think of it as the "so
what?" moment, where you explicitly state why your research matters.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions

Even with a clear understanding of the components, it's easy to fall into
common traps when writing a conclusion. Recognizing these pitfalls is
essential for producing a polished and effective final section. These errors
can detract from even the most well-researched and argued papers.

Introducing new information or arguments.

Simply repeating your thesis and main points verbatim.

Offering an apology or expressing doubt about your findings.

Ending abruptly without a sense of closure.

Using cliché phrases like "In conclusion" or "To sum up."

e Making sweeping generalizations not supported by the body of the paper.

Avoiding these mistakes will ensure that your conclusion acts as a strong
final statement, rather than a weakness in your overall paper.

Tips for Writing a Powerful Chicago Style
Conclusion

Crafting a powerful conclusion is an art that benefits from deliberate
practice and attention to detail. By implementing strategic approaches, you
can ensure your final section leaves a lasting positive impression on your
readers.

Conciseness and Clarity

While thoroughness is important, conciseness is key. Your conclusion should
be brief but impactful. Every sentence should serve a purpose, contributing
to the overall message and reinforcing your argument. Avoid unnecessary
jargon or overly complex sentence structures that might confuse the reader.
Clarity is paramount; ensure your final message is easily understood and
remembered.



Impactful Language

Choose your words carefully to make your conclusion memorable. Employ strong
verbs and evocative language that resonates with the themes of your paper.
The tone should remain professional and authoritative, reflecting the
confidence you have in your research and analysis. This is your final
opportunity to engage your reader intellectually and emotionally.

Review and Refine

Before finalizing your paper, always reread your conclusion. Does it
logically follow from the body of your paper? Does it effectively summarize
and synthesize your key arguments? Does it leave the reader with a clear
understanding of your thesis and its significance? Consider seeking feedback
from peers or instructors to identify areas for improvement. A polished
conclusion is often the result of careful revision.

Final Remarks on Concluding Your English Paper

In essence, a Chicago style conclusion for an English paper is more than just
an ending; it is a strategic platform for reinforcing your academic voice and
the value of your contribution. By meticulously restating your thesis,
synthesizing your evidence, and thoughtfully broadening the scope of your
discussion, you provide your reader with a comprehensive and satisfying
conclusion to your intellectual Jjourney. Avoiding common errors and focusing
on clarity, impact, and refinement will ensure your paper concludes with the
strength and authority it deserves, leaving a memorable and persuasive final
impression.

Q: What is the primary difference between an
introduction and a conclusion in a Chicago style
paper?

A: The primary difference lies in their temporal focus and purpose. The
introduction sets the stage, introduces the thesis, and outlines the paper's
scope. The conclusion, conversely, looks back, restates the thesis (in a new
way), synthesizes the arguments presented, and discusses the broader
implications of the research, providing closure.

Q: Should I introduce any new evidence in my Chicago
style conclusion?

A: No, absolutely not. A conclusion should not introduce new information,
evidence, or arguments that were not discussed or analyzed in the body of the
paper. Its purpose is to consolidate and reflect on what has already been
presented.



Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion for an
English paper typically be?

A: While there's no strict word count, a conclusion should generally be
proportionate to the length of the paper. For most academic papers, it might
range from a few well-crafted paragraphs to a page, ensuring it's substantial
enough to cover the necessary points without being overly lengthy.

Q: Can I use phrases like "In conclusion" in my
Chicago style conclusion?

A: While not strictly forbidden, it's generally advised to avoid overly
simplistic or cliché transitional phrases like "In conclusion” or "To sum
up." More sophisticated phrasing that naturally transitions from the body of
the paper to the concluding remarks is preferred for a more professional
tone.

Q: What does it mean to "synthesize" points in a
Chicago style conclusion?

A: Synthesizing means to combine different elements (your main points and
evidence) into a coherent whole. Instead of just listing your points, you
should explain how they connect and work together to support your thesis,
demonstrating a unified and comprehensive understanding.

Q: How can I effectively broaden the scope of my
Chicago style conclusion?

A: You can broaden the scope by discussing the implications of your findings,
suggesting avenues for future research, connecting your topic to larger
societal or academic conversations, or offering a final insightful thought
that encourages further reflection on the subject.

Q: What is the significance of restating the thesis
in a Chicago style conclusion?

A: Restating the thesis in a new way at the end of the paper reinforces the
central argument and reminds the reader of the paper's main purpose. It
demonstrates that your initial claim has been thoroughly supported and
explored through the preceding discussion, providing a sense of completeness
and validation.
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