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‘What Makes a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion for Architecture Paper

chicago style conclusion for architecture paper is a critical component of academic writing, serving as the
final opportunity to consolidate your arguments, reiterate your thesis, and leave a lasting impression on
your reader. Crafting an effective conclusion in Chicago style for an architecture paper requires a nuanced
understanding of both the architectural subject matter and the specific stylistic conventions. This article
will delve into the essential elements that constitute a robust Chicago style conclusion for architectural
discourse, covering everything from restating your central thesis to offering forward-looking insights. We
will explore how to effectively synthesize your research, avoid common pitfalls, and ensure your

concluding remarks are both impactful and academically sound.
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Understanding the Purpose of an Architecture Paper Conclusion

The conclusion of an architecture paper is far more than a simple summary; it's where the assembled
evidence and analysis culminate into a meaningful statement. In Chicago style, this section is expected to
provide a sense of closure while also prompting further thought. For an architecture paper, this means
tying together the historical, theoretical, technical, and aesthetic aspects discussed throughout the text. It is
the final opportunity to convince the reader of the significance of your research and its contribution to the
understanding of architectural phenomena. A well-executed conclusion reinforces the paper's thesis and

demonstrates the author's mastery of the subject.

The primary purpose is to leave the reader with a clear understanding of what has been argued and why
it matters. This involves consolidating the narrative thread that has guided the reader through the
complexities of architectural history, theory, or practice. Without a strong conclusion, even a meticulously
researched paper can feel incomplete or its central message diluted. It acts as the capstone, solidifying the

edifice of your academic work.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Architecture Conclusion

A successful Chicago style conclusion for an architecture paper is characterized by several key elements
that work in synergy to achieve its purpose. These components ensure that the conclusion is
comprehensive, persuasive, and adheres to the stylistic demands of Chicago style, particularly as it applies to

academic writing in the humanities and social sciences, which often include art and architectural history.

Restating the Thesis with Nuance

The conclusion should revisit the paper's central thesis, but not by simply repeating it verbatim. Instead, it
should be rephrased in a way that reflects the journey of the argument and the insights gained throughout
the paper. This rephrased thesis should demonstrate how the evidence presented has substantiated the
initial claim. For an architecture paper, this might involve revisiting a statement about the influence of a

particular style, the social impact of a building, or the theoretical underpinnings of a design movement.

The rephrased thesis should carry the weight of the preceding discussion. It's an opportunity to showcase
the evolved understanding of the core argument, incorporating the complexities and details explored in the
body of the paper. This sophisticated restatement proves that the author has not only presented information

but has also developed a profound understanding of the topic.

Synthesizing Main Arguments

Beyond restating the thesis, the conclusion must synthesize the main arguments presented in the body of
the paper. This is not merely a list of topics covered but a demonstration of how these arguments
interrelate and contribute to the overall thesis. For instance, if a paper discusses the formal innovations,
material choices, and contextual responses of a specific architect, the conclusion should show how these

elements worked together to define their architectural vision.

This synthesis involves drawing connections between seemingly disparate points, highlighting the
overarching patterns or themes that emerged from the analysis. It requires a high level of analytical skill to
weave together the various threads of the argument into a cohesive and compelling final statement. The

reader should be able to see how each part of the paper contributed to the central argument.

Discussing Broader Implications

A strong conclusion for an architecture paper will extend beyond the immediate scope of the research to

discuss its broader implications. This might involve considering the lasting impact of the architectural



subject on subsequent design trends, its influence on urban development, its role in shaping cultural
identity, or its relevance to contemporary architectural debates. This elevates the paper from a specific case

study to a piece with wider significance.

The discussion of implications should be grounded in the evidence presented. It’s about extrapolating
logically from your findings to suggest how your research contributes to a larger discourse. For example, if
you've analyzed a historic preservation project, its implications might relate to the evolving understanding

of heritage in modern cities or the challenges of adapting old structures for new uses.

Offering Future Research or Design Directions

Another valuable aspect of a Chicago style conclusion for an architecture paper is the suggestion of avenues
for future research or design exploration. This demonstrates the intellectual vitality of the topic and
acknowledges that academic inquiry is an ongoing process. It can inspire other scholars or practitioners to
build upon your work, suggesting new questions that arise from your findings or new design challenges

that remain to be addressed.

These suggestions should be thoughtful and directly linked to the research conducted. They are not
random ideas but rather logical extensions or unanswered questions that emerged during the research
process. For instance, a paper on a specific building material might conclude by suggesting further

investigation into its performance in different climates or its potential for sustainable innovation.

Avoiding Common Mistakes in Chicago Style Conclusions

Many students and researchers fall into common traps when writing their conclusions, diminishing the
impact of their otherwise well-researched papers. Adhering to the principles of Chicago style, especially

within the context of architectural discourse, helps mitigate these risks.

Introducing New Information

One of the most significant errors is introducing entirely new information or arguments in the conclusion.
The conclusion is meant to summarize and synthesize what has already been discussed, not to present novel
evidence or concepts that have not been adequately explored in the body of the paper. This can confuse the

reader and undermine the paper's coherence.

Any new thoughts or data presented should have been foreshadowed and discussed in earlier sections. The
conclusion is the final resolution, not a place for unexpected revelations that the reader has not had the

chance to process or evaluate.



Being Overly Repetitive

While restating the thesis and summarizing arguments are crucial, doing so in a purely repetitive manner
can make the conclusion feel redundant and uninspired. The goal is to rephrase and synthesize, not to copy
and paste sentences from the introduction or body paragraphs. Using different wording and a higher-level

perspective helps avoid this pitfall.

The synthesis should be a more sophisticated distillation of the paper's core message. It's about showing the
reader the forest after they have walked through the trees, rather than just pointing out the same trees

again.

Offering Vague or Generic Statements

Architecture is a field of specificity, and conclusions should reflect this. Vague or overly general statements,
such as "This building is important,” lack the analytical depth expected in academic writing. The conclusion

should offer concrete takeaways that are directly supported by the paper's analysis.
Instead of broad pronouncements, aim for specific insights that connect back to the unique characteristics of

the architectural subject. This could involve referencing specific design elements, historical contexts, or

theoretical frameworks that make the subject significant.

Ending Abruptly or Without a Sense of Finality

A conclusion should provide a sense of completeness, leaving the reader with a clear understanding of the
paper's message. Abrupt endings, or those that simply trail off without a strong closing statement, can leave

the reader feeling unsatisfied.
The final sentences should resonate, offering a strong, memorable takeaway that encapsulates the paper's

contribution. This might be a final thought on the enduring legacy of the subject, or a concise restatement

of its primary significance.

Examples of Effective Concluding Statements

To illustrate these principles, consider how a conclusion might effectively wrap up different types of

architecture papers.

For a paper analyzing the functionalist principles of Bauhaus architecture: "Ultimately, the Bauhaus's



enduring legacy lies not merely in its aesthetic innovations, but in its profound, and still relevant,
redefinition of the architect's role as a problem-solver deeply integrated with industrial production and
social responsibility. The movement's emphasis on clarity, utility, and the integration of art and technology
continues to inform contemporary design dialogues, challenging us to build for a more equitable and

efficient future."

For a paper on the preservation challenges of a historic urban district: "The case of the [District Name]
underscores the complex interplay between historical authenticity, contemporary urban needs, and
economic viability. While successful in preserving its architectural fabric, the ongoing tension between
heritage conservation and the pressures of modernization highlights the critical need for adaptive strategies
that honor the past while embracing the future. Future interventions must therefore prioritize flexible

zoning and innovative funding models to ensure the district's continued vitality and cultural relevance."

These examples demonstrate how to synthesize arguments, discuss implications, and offer forward-looking
perspectives in a manner consistent with academic rigor and Chicago style expectations for an architecture

paper conclusion.

The Nuances of Chicago Style Citation in Conclusions

‘While the conclusion itself does not typically introduce extensive new citations, it's important to remember
that the overall structure and style of the paper, including how references are handled, should align with
Chicago style. Any direct quotes or paraphrased ideas that are crucial to the final synthesis should ideally
have been cited in the body of the paper. If, in rare instances, a concluding thought directly draws upon a
specific source that wasn't previously referenced, a citation would be necessary according to the chosen
Chicago style system (notes and bibliography or author-date). The emphasis in the conclusion remains on

synthesis and argument, not on introducing a bibliography-like density of new references.

The Architect's Perspective in the Conclusion

When writing a Chicago style conclusion for an architecture paper, it's beneficial to consider the architect's
perspective. How did the subject of your paper embody specific design philosophies or solve particular
problems? What can contemporary architects learn from the past or theoretical frameworks you've
explored? Integrating this professional viewpoint can add significant depth and relevance to your
concluding remarks, connecting your academic research to the practice of architecture. This practical lens

can help illuminate the broader implications and future directions you discuss.



Final Thoughts on Crafting Impactful Architecture Conclusions

The conclusion is your final opportunity to shape the reader's perception of your work. By understanding
the purpose of a Chicago style conclusion for an architecture paper, meticulously synthesizing your
arguments, and thoughtfully discussing broader implications, you can craft a powerful ending. Avoid
common pitfalls like introducing new information or being overly repetitive. Instead, aim for nuanced
restatements, insightful connections, and forward-looking suggestions that reflect the depth of your
research and contribute meaningfully to the discourse on architecture. A well-crafted conclusion will not
only demonstrate your academic prowess but also leave a lasting intellectual impression on your readers,

solidifying the significance of your architectural analysis.

Q What is the primary goal of a Chicago style conclusion for an
architecture paper?

A: The primary goal of a Chicago style conclusion for an architecture paper is to effectively summarize and
synthesize the paper's main arguments, restate the thesis in a nuanced way, and provide a sense of closure

while also discussing the broader implications and significance of the research for the field of architecture.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence or examples in my Chicago style
architecture conclusion?

A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or examples in your Chicago style architecture conclusion.
The conclusion is meant to synthesize and reflect upon the information and arguments already presented

and analyzed in the body of the paper, not to present novel findings.

Q How can I avoid being overly repetitive when restating my thesis in
the conclusion?

A: To avoid being overly repetitive, rephrase your thesis using different wording and a higher-level
perspective that reflects the insights gained throughout your paper. Connect the rephrased thesis to the

specific arguments you have developed, showing how the evidence has substantiated your initial claim.

Q What kind of broader implications can I discuss in an architecture



paper conclusion?

A: In an architecture paper conclusion, you can discuss implications related to the subject's impact on
architectural history, theory, or practice, its influence on urbanism or society, its relevance to contemporary

design issues, or its contribution to ongoing academic debates.

Q: Is it necessary to include citations in the conclusion of a Chicago style
architecture paper?

A: While the conclusion typically synthesizes existing arguments, if you use a direct quotation or
paraphrase a specific idea that was not previously cited, you will need to include a citation in accordance

with Chicago style. However, extensive new citations are generally not expected.

Q How can I ensure my Chicago style architecture conclusion feels
complete?

A: To ensure your conclusion feels complete, make sure it ties together all the major threads of your
argument, offers a strong final statement about the significance of your research, and leaves the reader with

a clear understanding of your paper's contribution to the field of architecture.

Q What is the difference between summarizing and synthesizing in a
conclusion?

A: Summarizing involves restating the main points of your paper. Synthesizing involves showing how
these points connect and interact to form a larger, coherent argument or to reveal new insights. In a

conclusion, synthesis is more important than mere summary.

Q: Can I suggest future research directions in my Chicago style
architecture conclusion?

A: Yes, suggesting future research directions or design explorations is an excellent way to conclude an
architecture paper. It demonstrates the ongoing relevance of your topic and can inspire further scholarly or

professional inquiry.
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