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Mastering Your Chicago Style Conclusion for
Anthropology Paper

chicago style conclusion for anthropology paper is a critical component of any academic work,
serving as the final impression on your reader and solidifying your research's impact. This section is
where you synthesize your findings, reiterate your thesis's significance, and offer thoughtful
reflections on the broader implications of your anthropological inquiry. A well-crafted conclusion in
Chicago style goes beyond mere summarization; it provides a sense of closure while also opening
avenues for future research and demonstrating the enduring relevance of your subject matter. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements, common pitfalls, and strategic
approaches to constructing an effective and compelling Chicago style conclusion for your
anthropology paper, ensuring your academic voice resonates with authority and clarity.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

The conclusion of an anthropology paper, particularly when adhering to Chicago style, serves a
multifaceted purpose. It is not merely a place to repeat what has already been said; rather, it is an
opportunity to elevate your research by demonstrating its significance and contribution to the field of
anthropology. A robust conclusion should leave the reader with a clear understanding of your
argument's validity and its broader relevance to understanding human cultures, societies, and
behaviors. It’s the final intellectual handshake, ensuring your ideas linger long after the paper is read.

In essence, the conclusion acts as a bridge between your detailed analysis and the wider academic
conversation. It reassures the reader that your research has arrived at a meaningful destination,
offering insights that extend beyond the specifics of your case study or theoretical exploration. By
fulfilling this purpose effectively, you enhance the overall impact and memorability of your
anthropological work.

Key Components of a Strong Anthropology Conclusion

A compelling conclusion in Chicago style for an anthropology paper is built upon several core
elements that work in harmony to deliver a powerful final statement. Each component plays a crucial
role in framing your research and its contributions.



Restatement of the Thesis
While it may seem redundant, a rephrased thesis statement is essential. This is not a direct copy-
paste from your introduction but a nuanced restatement that reflects the journey of your argument. It
reminds the reader of your paper's central claim, now imbued with the weight of the evidence and
analysis presented throughout the body paragraphs. The goal is to reinforce your main point without
sounding repetitive.

Summary of Key Findings
This section involves synthesizing the most crucial findings that support your thesis. Instead of listing
every single piece of evidence, focus on the overarching themes and patterns that emerged from
your research. Think of it as distilling the essence of your argument into its most potent form. For
instance, if your paper explored kinship structures, you might summarize how your findings
challenged or supported existing theories on family organization.

Discussion of Broader Implications
This is where your anthropology paper truly shines. Move beyond the specifics of your study to
discuss what your findings mean for the larger field of anthropology. Consider how your research
contributes to our understanding of human diversity, cultural change, social inequality, or other
fundamental anthropological concepts. Think about the "so what?" question: why should someone in
anthropology care about your specific research?

For example, if you analyzed a specific ritual practice, its broader implication might relate to universal
human needs for social cohesion or the role of symbolism in maintaining cultural identity across
different societies. This demonstrates your ability to connect micro-level observations to macro-level
anthropological theory.

Suggestions for Future Research
A strong conclusion often opens doors for further investigation. Based on your findings, what
questions remain unanswered? What new avenues of research does your study suggest? This
demonstrates your engagement with the ongoing nature of scholarly inquiry and positions your work
as a foundation for future exploration.

This could involve suggesting further ethnographic fieldwork in a related community, applying your
theoretical framework to a different cultural context, or exploring methodological improvements that
could enhance future studies in your area. It shows foresight and a deep understanding of the
research landscape.

Concluding Thought or Final Statement
End with a memorable and impactful statement that leaves a lasting impression on the reader. This
could be a thought-provoking question, a concise summary of the research's significance, or a brief
reflection on the human element of your study. It should resonate with the overall tone and purpose
of your paper.



This final sentence or two should encapsulate the core message of your paper, offering a sense of
intellectual closure and perhaps inspiring further contemplation on the part of the reader. It’s the final
echo of your argument.

Crafting Your Conclusion: A Step-by-Step Approach

Writing an effective conclusion requires a strategic and thoughtful approach. It's best to approach this
section after you have thoroughly developed the body of your paper, allowing your findings to inform
your concluding remarks.

Review Your Introduction and Thesis
Begin by revisiting your introduction and the thesis statement you originally presented. Understand
the promise you made to your reader at the outset. Your conclusion should demonstrate that you
have fulfilled that promise and delivered on your initial claims. This review helps ensure coherence
and that your concluding thoughts align with your paper's foundational argument.

Synthesize, Don't Just Summarize
The distinction between summarizing and synthesizing is crucial. A summary simply lists points;
synthesis weaves them together to reveal new connections and deeper understanding. Instead of
saying "I found X, Y, and Z," explain how X, Y, and Z collectively illuminate your thesis and contribute
to a broader anthropological insight. Focus on the relationships between your findings and their
cumulative effect.

Consider how your individual findings, when viewed together, create a more comprehensive picture
than any single finding could provide on its own. This integrated perspective is the hallmark of strong
synthesis.

Connect Findings to the Larger Anthropological Conversation
To elevate your conclusion, it’s vital to place your research within the context of existing
anthropological discourse. How does your work confirm, challenge, or modify established theories or
understandings? Reference key scholars or theoretical frameworks discussed in your paper to
illustrate these connections. This demonstrates your awareness of the academic landscape and your
contribution to it.

For instance, you might state how your ethnographic data on a particular social practice provides
empirical support for a widely accepted theory of cultural diffusion, or conversely, how it presents a
counter-example that necessitates re-evaluation of that theory.

Avoid Introducing New Information
The conclusion is not the place to introduce novel arguments, evidence, or data that were not
discussed in the body of your paper. Doing so can weaken your argument and confuse the reader. All



claims made in the conclusion should be directly supported by the research presented earlier in your
work.

If you have a brilliant new idea that emerged during writing, it might be best to save it for a future
publication or a separate section if explicitly permitted by your assignment guidelines. The
conclusion’s role is to consolidate what has already been presented.

Pay Attention to Tone and Style
Maintain a consistent, authoritative, and professional tone throughout your conclusion. Avoid overly
casual language or definitive pronouncements that your research might not fully support. Chicago
style emphasizes clarity and precision in academic writing. Ensure your sentences are well-
constructed and your vocabulary is appropriate for scholarly discourse.

The final impression your paper leaves is heavily influenced by its tone. A confident yet measured
tone conveys that you have thoroughly analyzed your subject and are presenting your conclusions
with academic integrity.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Conclusion

Many students make similar errors when crafting their conclusions, which can detract from the overall
effectiveness of their anthropological papers. Being aware of these common pitfalls can help you
avoid them.

The "So What?" Problem
This is perhaps the most critical mistake: failing to articulate the significance or implications of your
research. A conclusion must answer the "so what?" question. If the reader finishes your paper
wondering why your findings matter, your conclusion has failed. Clearly state the contribution of your
work to anthropological knowledge, practice, or understanding.

Overly Repetitive Summaries
Simply restating your thesis and main points verbatim without offering new perspective or synthesis
can make your conclusion feel redundant and uninspired. The goal is to reframe and deepen the
understanding of your argument, not to parrot it.

Unsubstantiated Claims
Making bold claims or sweeping generalizations in your conclusion that are not adequately supported
by the evidence presented in the body of your paper can undermine your credibility. Ensure that
every point you make in the conclusion can be traced back to your research and analysis.



Abrupt Endings
A conclusion that ends too suddenly without a thoughtful closing statement can leave the reader
feeling unsatisfied. Ensure your conclusion provides a sense of closure and a lingering thought that
encapsulates the essence of your paper.

Ignoring Chicago Style Formatting
Even in the conclusion, adherence to Chicago style is paramount. This includes ensuring that any
references or citations within the conclusion are formatted correctly according to the chosen Chicago
style (notes-bibliography or author-date). Minor formatting errors can detract from the
professionalism of your work.

Examples of Effective Conclusion Strategies

To illustrate effective conclusion writing, consider these approaches. For a paper on the impact of
globalization on indigenous languages, an effective conclusion might:

Begin by restating the thesis about language endangerment and revitalization efforts, framed
by the evidence of linguistic shifts observed.

Summarize key findings on the interplay between external economic pressures and internal
cultural adaptations in language maintenance.

Discuss the broader implication for linguistic diversity as a critical component of global cultural
heritage and the potential loss of unique knowledge systems.

Suggest future research into specific policy interventions that have proven effective in
supporting indigenous language preservation in similar contexts.

Conclude with a powerful statement about the intrinsic value of linguistic diversity and the
moral imperative to safeguard endangered languages for future generations.

Another approach for a paper analyzing the role of social media in political activism could involve:

Restating the thesis regarding the dual nature of social media in fostering both solidarity and
misinformation in political movements.

Synthesizing findings on how specific platforms facilitated mobilization while also contributing
to echo chambers and the spread of false narratives.

Discussing the broader implications for democratic processes and the evolving landscape of
public discourse in the digital age.

Proposing future research on comparative analysis of social media's impact across different
political systems or the development of digital literacy interventions.



Ending with a reflective question about the responsibility of users and platforms in navigating
the complex ethical terrain of online political engagement.

Integrating Chicago Style Citations in Your Conclusion

Even in your conclusion, you may need to cite sources. This is particularly true if you are referencing a
seminal anthropological work to reinforce a point or if you are alluding to a theoretical framework that
requires attribution. When using the Chicago Manual of Style, you will typically employ either the
notes-bibliography system or the author-date system. Ensure consistency with the rest of your paper.

If you are using the notes-bibliography system, you will use footnotes or endnotes to cite your
sources. For example, if you are referencing a general anthropological principle discussed by a
foundational author, you might include a footnote like this: ³See Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of
Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973), 15.

If you are employing the author-date system, your citations will appear parenthetically within the text.
For instance: (Geertz 1973, 15). Regardless of the system chosen, it is crucial to ensure that every
piece of information that is not common knowledge or your own original thought is properly
attributed, even in the concluding remarks. This upholds academic integrity and allows readers to
locate your sources for further exploration.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in an
anthropology paper written in Chicago style?
A: The primary goal is to synthesize your research, reiterate the significance of your thesis, and
demonstrate the broader implications of your findings for the field of anthropology, leaving the reader
with a sense of closure and intellectual resonance.

Q: Can I introduce new evidence or arguments in my Chicago
style conclusion for an anthropology paper?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your conclusion. The conclusion's
purpose is to consolidate and reflect upon the information and analysis already presented in the body
of the paper.

Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion
without being repetitive?
A: Rephrase your thesis in a new way, reflecting the journey of your argument and the insights gained
through your research. It should be a nuanced restatement, not a verbatim copy of your introduction's
thesis.



Q: What does it mean to discuss the "broader implications" in
an anthropology paper's conclusion?
A: This involves explaining how your specific research findings contribute to larger anthropological
theories, debates, or understandings of human cultures, societies, and behaviors. It answers the "so
what?" question.

Q: Should I use the exact same phrasing for my summary of
key findings as I did in the body of my anthropology paper?
A: No, you should synthesize your key findings, presenting them in a cohesive manner that highlights
their collective significance rather than just listing them individually.

Q: How important is it to maintain a consistent tone in the
conclusion of an anthropology paper following Chicago style?
A: Maintaining a consistent, professional, and authoritative tone is crucial for credibility and ensuring
the conclusion aligns with the overall academic rigor of your paper.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a
Chicago style conclusion for an anthropology paper?
A: Common mistakes include failing to articulate significance, overly repetitive summaries,
unsubstantiated claims, abrupt endings, and neglecting Chicago style formatting.

Q: When should I start writing the conclusion for my
anthropology paper in Chicago style?
A: It is generally best to begin crafting your conclusion after you have completed the main body of
your paper, allowing your findings and arguments to fully inform your concluding remarks.

Q: How should I handle citations in the conclusion if I'm
referencing a key anthropological theory?
A: You should cite any sources referenced in your conclusion using the Chicago style (notes-
bibliography or author-date) to maintain academic integrity and provide readers with the opportunity
to consult the original works.

Q: What makes a concluding thought or final statement
impactful in an anthropology paper?
A: An impactful final statement is memorable, concise, and effectively encapsulates the core message
or significance of your research, leaving the reader with a lasting impression.
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