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The Power of a Chicago Style Concluding Sentence Body

chicago style concluding sentence body represents a critical, often
overlooked, element in academic and professional writing. It's the final
impression your reader takes away, shaping their understanding and recall of
your arguments. This article delves deep into the nuances of crafting an
effective Chicago style concluding sentence body, exploring its purpose,
common pitfalls, and best practices. We will examine how to synthesize
complex ideas, reinforce thesis statements, and leave a lasting, impactful
message for your audience. Understanding the components of a strong
conclusion is paramount for anyone seeking to master persuasive and
informative writing within the Chicago Manual of Style framework.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Concluding Sentence Body

The primary function of a Chicago style concluding sentence body is to bring
closure to your work while simultaneously reinforcing its main arguments and
thesis. It’s more than just a summary; it’s an opportunity to offer a final
perspective, suggest future implications, or prompt further thought. A well-
crafted conclusion demonstrates that you have thoroughly explored your topic
and arrived at a meaningful understanding. It acts as a final confirmation of
your central message, ensuring that the reader leaves with a clear takeaway.
In essence, it’s the last chance to persuade, inform, and solidify your
authorial voice.

Within the academic and professional landscape, the Chicago Manual of Style,
often referred to as CMS, provides guidelines for numerous aspects of
writing, including the structure and content of conclusions. While CMS
doesn't prescribe a rigid formula for concluding sentences, its emphasis on
clarity, coherence, and logical progression implies a need for a robust and
well-reasoned final statement. The concluding sentence body should echo the
introduction's purpose without merely repeating it. It should demonstrate the
significance of the research or argument presented, highlighting its
contribution to the existing discourse or practical application.

Key Components of an Effective Conclusion



Synthesizing Main Points

A crucial aspect of an effective Chicago style concluding sentence body is
the synthesis of the main points discussed throughout the paper. This
involves weaving together the various arguments and pieces of evidence
presented in a cohesive manner, demonstrating how they collectively support
the overall thesis. Instead of simply listing the points again, the
conclusion should show how they interrelate and contribute to a larger
understanding. This synthesis confirms the logical progression of your
argument and assures the reader that all evidence has been thoughtfully
integrated.

Restating the Thesis (with new insight)

While outright repetition of the thesis statement should be avoided, a strong
conclusion will revisit and reframe the central argument. This rephrasing
should offer a new perspective or deeper understanding gained through the
exploration of the evidence. It demonstrates the evolution of thought from
the introduction to the conclusion, showcasing the journey the reader has
taken with you. This subtle reinforcement ensures the core message remains at
the forefront of the reader’s mind.

Providing a Sense of Finality and Closure

The concluding sentence body must provide a definitive sense of closure. This
means bringing all threads of the argument to a satisfying end. It should
feel like a natural stopping point, not an abrupt halt. This is achieved
through careful word choice and sentence structure that signals completion.
Readers should feel that their time has been well spent and that the topic
has been thoroughly addressed.

Offering a Lasting Impression or Call to Action

Depending on the nature of the writing, a conclusion might also aim to leave
a lasting impression or suggest further avenues for exploration or action.
This could involve highlighting the broader implications of the research,
posing a thought-provoking question, or suggesting practical applications.
Such elements can elevate the conclusion from a mere summary to a memorable
and impactful statement, encouraging continued engagement with the subject
matter.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Introducing New Information

One of the most significant errors in crafting a concluding sentence body is
introducing entirely new information or arguments that were not previously
discussed. The conclusion is not the place to present fresh evidence or
develop novel ideas. Doing so can confuse the reader and undermine the
credibility of your entire paper, as it suggests the argument was not fully
developed within the body paragraphs.



Being Too Vague or Repetitive

Conversely, a conclusion that is too vague or simply restates the
introduction and main points verbatim lacks impact. While synthesis is
important, it needs to be presented with clarity and a sense of evolved
understanding. Generic statements that offer no new insight or are so broad
as to be meaningless will fail to leave a strong impression. The aim is to
provide substance, not just filler.

Apologizing for Limitations

Avoid apologies or tentative language regarding the scope or limitations of
your work. Phrases like "I may not have covered everything" or "This is just
a brief overview" can weaken your authority. A well-structured argument
within its stated scope is sufficient. If limitations are significant and
must be mentioned, they should be addressed constructively within the body of
the paper.

Ending Abruptly

A conclusion that ends abruptly without a sense of completeness can leave the
reader feeling unsatisfied. The final sentences should provide a smooth
transition to the end, offering a sense of resolution. This is achieved by
ensuring the concluding thoughts logically follow from the preceding
discussion and offer a sense of finality without appearing rushed.

Strategies for Strengthening Your Conclusion

Employing a "So What?" Approach

To strengthen your Chicago style concluding sentence body, consider the "so
what?" question. After summarizing your findings, ask yourself: why does this
matter? What are the broader implications or significance of your argument?
Addressing this question will help you articulate the value of your work and
provide a compelling takeaway for the reader. This moves beyond simple
summary to demonstrate the impact of your research.

Using Powerful Verbs and Precise Language

The choice of words in your conclusion is paramount. Opt for strong verbs and
precise language to convey your message with conviction. Avoid passive voice
and weak constructions. Carefully selected vocabulary can elevate the tone
and enhance the persuasiveness of your final statements, ensuring they
resonate with authority and clarity. Precise language also reinforces the
analytical rigor demonstrated throughout the paper.

Connecting Back to the Introduction

A sophisticated technique for a strong conclusion is to subtly connect back



to the introduction. This can be done by referencing a key idea, a quote, or
a question posed at the beginning. This creates a sense of narrative
coherence and demonstrates that the entire piece was designed with a clear
beginning, middle, and end. It shows how the initial premise has been fully
explored and resolved.

Looking Towards the Future

Where appropriate, a conclusion can effectively look towards the future. This
might involve suggesting areas for further research, anticipating future
challenges or opportunities related to your topic, or proposing practical
applications. This forward-looking perspective can imbue your conclusion with
a sense of dynamism and relevance, showing the ongoing importance of your
subject matter.

Examples of Strong and Weak Conclusions

Strong Conclusion Example

In conclusion, the analysis of primary source documents reveals a significant
shift in public opinion regarding industrial regulation in the early 20th
century, directly attributable to the persuasive power of investigative
journalism. This shift, moving from tacit acceptance to active demand for
reform, underscores the vital role of an informed press in shaping democratic
discourse and enacting substantive policy change. The evidence presented here
not only clarifies a pivotal moment in American history but also offers a
timeless lesson on the enduring influence of journalistic integrity in
holding power accountable.

Weak Conclusion Example

To sum up, we have discussed how newspapers became important. They helped
people think differently about factories and laws. So, journalism mattered
back then. This paper looked at some facts. We have finished now.

The strong example effectively synthesizes the main points (shift in public
opinion, investigative journalism's role), restates the thesis with new
insight (journalistic integrity in holding power accountable), provides a
sense of finality, and offers a lasting impression (timeless lesson). The
weak example, however, is vague, repetitive, lacks synthesis, and ends
abruptly without impact.

The Role of Tone and Voice in the Final
Sentences

The tone and voice adopted in the Chicago style concluding sentence body are
critical for reinforcing the overall message and authorial credibility. A
consistent tone, established throughout the paper, should be maintained. This



often means a professional, authoritative, and objective stance. Avoid a
sudden shift to an overly casual or emotional tone, unless the nature of the
work specifically allows for it. The voice should convey confidence in the
presented arguments.

The concluding sentences are the last opportunity to shape the reader's
perception of the author. A confident and assured voice leaves a stronger
impression than one that is hesitant or uncertain. This does not mean being
overly assertive or dogmatic, but rather demonstrating a clear understanding
of the subject matter and a firm grasp on the evidence presented. This
professional demeanor is a hallmark of effective academic and professional
writing under the Chicago Manual of Style.

Chicago Style Concluding Sentence Body in
Different Contexts

Academic Papers

In academic papers adhering to Chicago style, the concluding sentence body
typically summarizes key findings, reiterates the thesis in a refined manner,
and discusses the broader implications or significance of the research. It
might also suggest avenues for future study, thereby contributing to the
ongoing scholarly conversation. The emphasis is on analytical rigor and
scholarly contribution.

Research Reports

For research reports, the conclusion often focuses on the practical
applications and actionable insights derived from the data. It summarizes the
main findings and their relevance to the problem statement or objectives.
Recommendations for future action or policy are common in this context,
aiming to provide clear guidance based on the research outcomes.

Essays and Dissertations

Essays and dissertations, while similar to academic papers, may allow for a
slightly more personal reflection or a stronger persuasive element in their
concluding sentence body, depending on the disciplinary conventions. However,
the core principles of synthesis, reinforcement of the thesis, and providing
closure remain paramount. The conclusion should demonstrate the student's
mastery of the subject and their ability to articulate a coherent argument.

Best Practices for Revising and Editing

Revising and editing the Chicago style concluding sentence body is a crucial
step in the writing process. After completing the draft, set it aside for a
day or two. This allows for a fresh perspective when you return to review
your conclusion. Read it aloud to catch awkward phrasing and ensure a smooth



flow. Check for clarity, conciseness, and impact. Ensure that it effectively
summarizes the main points without introducing new information.

Pay close attention to the transition from the body of the paper to the
conclusion. It should feel seamless. Also, ensure that the conclusion
directly addresses and answers the central question or thesis proposed in the
introduction. A final check against the core requirements of a strong
conclusion – synthesis, thesis reinforcement, closure, and lasting impression
– will help guarantee its effectiveness. Proofread meticulously for any
grammatical errors or typos that could detract from the professional
presentation.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of a Chicago style
concluding sentence body?
A: The primary purpose of a Chicago style concluding sentence body is to
provide a sense of closure, reinforce the main arguments and thesis, and
leave a lasting impression on the reader, demonstrating the significance and
implications of the presented work.

Q: Should a Chicago style conclusion introduce new
information?
A: No, a Chicago style conclusion should not introduce new information,
arguments, or evidence. Its role is to synthesize and reinforce what has
already been discussed in the body of the paper.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style conclusion is
impactful?
A: To make your Chicago style conclusion impactful, focus on synthesizing key
points with new insight, using strong and precise language, connecting back
to the introduction, and considering the broader implications or future
directions of your topic.

Q: Is there a specific word count or length for a
Chicago style concluding sentence body?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe a specific word count or
length for a concluding sentence body. Its effectiveness is determined by its
content and ability to achieve its purpose, rather than its length.

Q: How is a Chicago style conclusion different from a
summary?
A: While a Chicago style conclusion often includes summary elements, it goes
beyond mere summarization. It involves synthesis, analysis, and reflection on



the significance of the material, offering a final perspective or implication
that a simple summary would lack.

Q: Should I apologize for any limitations in my
research in the conclusion?
A: It is generally advisable to avoid apologizing for limitations in a
Chicago style conclusion. If limitations are significant and need to be
addressed, they are usually best discussed constructively within the body of
the paper.

Q: Can I use a question to end my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: Yes, in some contexts, ending with a thought-provoking question can be
effective, especially if it prompts further reflection on the implications of
your work. However, it should be carefully considered to ensure it feels like
a natural extension of your argument and not an avoidance of providing a
definitive statement.

Q: How do I make sure my conclusion flows logically
from the rest of the paper?
A: To ensure a logical flow, reread the last paragraph of your body before
you begin writing your conclusion. Then, start by synthesizing the key
arguments that led to that final point, gradually broadening out to the
overall significance of your thesis.
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