chicago style concluding remarks

chicago style concluding remarks are the final flourish that elevates any written work from
competent to exceptional, leaving a lasting impression on the reader. They are the carefully crafted
sentences that encapsulate the essence of your argument, reiterate your primary findings, and offer
a sense of closure. Mastering these concluding remarks is crucial for academic papers, professional
reports, and even creative writing, ensuring your message resonates long after the final word. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the art and science of constructing impactful Chicago style
concluding remarks, exploring their purpose, essential components, and common pitfalls to avoid.
We will examine how to effectively summarize complex ideas, suggest future directions for research,
and leave the reader with a profound understanding of your work's significance.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style
Concluding Remarks

The purpose of Chicago style concluding remarks extends far beyond simply signaling the end of a
piece of writing. They serve as the author's final opportunity to guide the reader's interpretation,
reinforce the value of the presented information, and leave a memorable imprint. In academic
contexts, concluding remarks often tie back to the initial research question, demonstrating how the
presented evidence has effectively answered it. For professional reports, they translate findings into
actionable insights or strategic recommendations. The objective is always to provide a sense of
completeness and to underscore the significance of the work.

These concluding sections are not merely an afterthought but a deliberate construction, designed to
solidify the reader's understanding and appreciation of the entire document. They should offer a
sense of resolution while simultaneously stimulating further thought or inquiry. The effectiveness of
Chicago style concluding remarks can significantly influence how the reader perceives the entirety
of the work, impacting its perceived credibility and impact.

Key Elements of Effective Chicago Style Concluding
Remarks

Effective Chicago style concluding remarks are built upon several foundational pillars, each
contributing to a cohesive and impactful ending. These elements work in concert to provide closure,
reinforce the main points, and offer a forward-looking perspective. Neglecting any of these



components can weaken the overall impression of the work.

Crafting a Strong Summary

A crucial component of any strong conclusion is a concise and effective summary of the main points
discussed throughout the document. This is not a mere repetition of every detail but a synthesis of
the most critical findings and arguments. The summary should remind the reader of the journey they
have undertaken and the key destinations reached. It should highlight the core evidence or
reasoning that supports the overall thesis.

The summary should be framed in a way that reinforces the narrative flow of the paper, connecting
the disparate parts into a unified whole. It's about showing how the pieces fit together to form a
complete picture, rather than simply listing them. Think of it as a final, clear distillation of your core
message.

Reiteration of Thesis or Main Argument

While not a simple restatement, the concluding remarks must subtly, or sometimes explicitly,
reiterate the central thesis or main argument presented at the outset. This reinforces the paper's
purpose and demonstrates the successful fulfillment of its initial promise. The reiteration should
reflect the insights gained from the body of the work, showing how the initial premise has been
substantiated or refined.

This element is vital for coherence, ensuring the reader understands that the entire document was a
purposeful exploration of a specific idea. It acts as a final confirmation of the paper's central claim,
leaving no ambiguity about the author's stance or the primary takeaway. The phrasing should feel
earned, a logical outcome of the preceding discussion.

Broader Implications and Significance

Moving beyond the specific findings, effective Chicago style concluding remarks explore the broader
implications and significance of the work. This section answers the "so what?" question, explaining
why the research matters and its potential impact on the field, society, or future understanding. It’s
about elevating the discussion from the specific to the general, connecting the dots between your
work and a larger context.

This is where the author can emphasize the novelty of their findings, the challenges they have
addressed, or the new avenues of thought they have opened. It’s an opportunity to showcase the
intellectual contribution of the paper and its potential to inform future endeavors or policy. The
significance should be clearly articulated, making a compelling case for the work's value.

Suggestions for Future Research or Action

A strong conclusion often looks towards the future, offering suggestions for further research or
recommending specific actions based on the findings. This demonstrates a forward-thinking
perspective and acknowledges that research is often an ongoing process. These suggestions should
be logical extensions of the current work, arising naturally from the questions that remain
unanswered or the new questions that have emerged.



For academic papers, this might involve identifying limitations of the current study that future
research could address or proposing new hypotheses to test. In professional settings, it could
translate into concrete recommendations for implementation, policy changes, or further
investigation by stakeholders. This forward-looking element leaves the reader with a sense of
continued engagement and potential for progress.

Avoiding Common Mistakes in Chicago Style
Concluding Remarks

While crafting effective concluding remarks is a skill, there are several common pitfalls that can
detract from their impact. Awareness of these errors can help writers steer clear of them and ensure
their conclusions are as strong as possible. These mistakes often stem from a misunderstanding of
the conclusion's purpose or a lack of careful planning.

e Introducing entirely new information or arguments that were not discussed in the body of the
paper.

e Ending abruptly without providing a sense of closure or summarization.
e Being too brief and failing to adequately convey the significance of the work.

e Being too lengthy and essentially introducing a new chapter rather than concluding the
existing one.

» Using clichés or overly generalized statements that lack specificity and impact.
e Offering apologies or defensive language regarding the research findings.

e Simply restating the introduction without adding any new synthesis or reflection.

By actively avoiding these mistakes, writers can ensure their Chicago style concluding remarks
serve their intended purpose effectively, reinforcing the message and leaving a positive, lasting
impression.

The Role of Tone and Style

The tone and style adopted in Chicago style concluding remarks are paramount to their
effectiveness. A consistent, professional, and authoritative tone throughout the paper should be
maintained, culminating in the conclusion. The language should be clear, concise, and confident,
reflecting the careful consideration and rigorous research that underpins the work.

Avoid overly emotional language, casual phrasing, or jargon that was not previously defined. The
goal is to sound assured and knowledgeable, providing a definitive closing statement rather than an
uncertain one. The style should complement the overall argument, reinforcing the credibility and
intellectual weight of the document. A well-crafted conclusion mirrors the quality of the research



presented, leaving the reader with a sense of confidence in the author's findings.

Final Thoughts on Chicago Style Concluding Remarks

In essence, Chicago style concluding remarks are the capstone of any well-structured piece of
writing. They are not merely an endpoint but a deliberate and strategic phase of communication that
amplifies the impact of the entire work. By summarizing key findings, reiterating the central thesis,
exploring broader significance, and suggesting future directions, writers can leave a profound and
lasting impression on their audience.

The attention paid to crafting these final sentences can transform a reader's perception of the
research, solidifying understanding and fostering engagement. It’s about providing a sense of
resolution that is both intellectually satisfying and practically relevant, ensuring the work's message
continues to resonate long after it has been read.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of Chicago style concluding
remarks?

A: The primary purpose of Chicago style concluding remarks is to summarize the main points,
reiterate the thesis or main argument, and highlight the broader implications and significance of the
work, providing a sense of closure and reinforcing the author's message for the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
concluding remarks?

A: No, you should not introduce entirely new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style
concluding remarks. The conclusion should synthesize and reflect upon the information already
presented in the body of the paper, not introduce new material.

Q: How long should Chicago style concluding remarks be?

A: The length of Chicago style concluding remarks should be proportionate to the length and
complexity of the paper. They should be concise enough to provide a summary and impact without
becoming overly lengthy or introducing new sections of discussion.

Q: What is the difference between summarizing and
reiterating in a conclusion?

A: Summarizing involves condensing the key findings and arguments of the paper into a cohesive
overview, while reiterating focuses on restating the central thesis or main argument, often in a way
that shows how it has been supported or developed by the research.



Q: How can I make my Chicago style concluding remarks more
impactful?

A: To make your Chicago style concluding remarks more impactful, focus on clearly articulating the
significance of your work, suggesting meaningful avenues for future research or action, and using
confident, precise language that reinforces your authority on the subject.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a concluding sentence that is a direct
quote?

A: While a powerful concluding quote can be effective in some contexts, it's generally recommended
to use your own words to summarize and provide final thoughts in Chicago style concluding remarks
to ensure direct control over the message and to demonstrate your own synthesis of the material.

Q: What are some common clichés to avoid in Chicago style
concluding remarks?

A: Common clichés to avoid include phrases like "in conclusion," "to sum up," "in a nutshell," and
overly general statements that don't offer specific insights or a strong takeaway message.
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