CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH TIPS

MASTERING THE ART: CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH TIPS

CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH TIPS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ACADEMIC WRITERS SEEKING TO LEAVE A LASTING
IMPRESSION. A WELL-CRAFTED CONCLUSION IN CHICAGO STYLE NOT ONLY SUMMARIZES THE KEY ARGUMENTS BUT ALSO
SYNTHESIZES THEM, OFFERING A FINAL PERSPECTIVE THAT REINFORCES THE PAPER’S SIGNIFICANCE. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO
THE INTRICACIES OF CRAFTING EFFECTIVE CONCLUSIONS, COVERING THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS, COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID,
AND STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVING A POWERFUL AND MEMORABLE CLOSING. |UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR
DEMONSTRATING A THOROUGH GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATING YOUR RESEARCH FINDINGS TO
YOUR READERS.
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THe PUrPOSE oF A CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION

THE CONCLUSION OF A CHICAGO STYLE PAPER SERVES AS THE FINAL OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE YOUR READER AND SOLIDIFY THE
IMPACT OF YOUR WORK. |T’S MORE THAN JUST A SUMMARY, IT’S A SYNTHESIS OF YOUR ARGUMENTS, A REITERATION OF YOUR
THESIS IN A NEW LIGHT, AND A STATEMENT ABOUT THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF YOUR RESEARCH. A COMPELLING CONCLUSION
PROVIDES A SENSE OF CLOSURE WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY ENCOURAGING FURTHER THOUGHT ON THE TOPIC. IN ACADEMIC
WRITING, THIS SECTION IS PARAMOUNT FOR DEMONSTRATING A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESEARCH AND ITS
CONTRIBUTION TO THE EXISTING BODY OF KNOWLEDGE.

EFFECTIVELY/ THE CONCLUSION ACTS AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN YOUR DETAILED ANALYSIS AND THE READER'S TAKEAWAY. IT
SHOULD LEAVE THE READER WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE PAPER AND WHY IT MATTERS.
THIS INVOLVES MORE THAN JUST RESTATING THE INTRODUCTION; IT REQUIRES A THOUGHTFUL REFLECTION ON THE JOURNEY THE
PAPER HAS TAKEN THE READER ON, HIGHLIGHTING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PRESENTED EVIDENCE AND ARGUMENTS. WITHOUT A
STRONG CONCLUSION, EVEN THE MOST WELL-RESEARCHED AND ELOQUENTLY WRITTEN PAPER CAN FALL SHORT OF ITS FULL
POTENTIAL IMPACT.

Key ELEMENTS oF AN EFFECTIVE CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION

AN EFFECTIVE CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH SHOULD WEAVE TOGETHER SEVERAL CRITICAL COMPONENTS TO
CREATE A COHESIVE AND IMPACTFUL FINAL STATEMENT. THESE ELEMENTS WORK IN CONCERT TO PROVIDE A SENSE OF
COMPLETENESS AND REINFORCE THE PAPER'S CORE MESSAGE. NEGLECTING ANY ONE OF THESE CAN DIMINISH THE OVERALL
EFFECTIVENESS OF YOUR CLOSING REMARKS.

RESTATEMENT OF THE THESIS

W/HILE IT IS CRUCIAL NOT TO SIMPLY REPEAT YOUR THESIS STATEMENT VERBATIM, A STRONG CONCLUSION WILL REPHRASE IT IN
A WAY THAT REFLECTS THE INSIGHTS GAINED THROUGHOUT THE PAPER. THIS REPHRASING SHOULD DEMONSTRATE HOW YOUR
RESEARCH HAS SUPPORTED AND POTENTIALLY EXPANDED UPON YOUR INITIAL ARGUMENT. THINK OF IT AS PRESENTING THE
EVOLVED UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CENTRAL CLAIM AFTER THE EVIDENCE HAS BEEN LAID OUT AND ANALYZED.



SUMMARY OF MAIN POINTS

BRIEFLY TOUCH UPON THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ARGUMENTS OR FINDINGS PRESENTED IN THE BODY OF YOUR PAPER. THIS IS NOT THE
PLACE TO INTRODUCE NEW EVIDENCE OR DELVE INTO DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AGAIN. |NSTEAD, HIGHLIGHT THE KEY PILLARS
THAT SUPPORTED YOUR THESIS, REMINDING THE READER OF THE LOGICAL PROGRESSION OF YOUR IDEAS. THE GOAL IS TO
REINFORCE THE COHERENCE AND VALIDITY OF YOUR OVERALL CASE.

SYNTHESIS OF INFORMATION

THIS IS WHERE THE TRUE ART OF THE CONCLUSION LIES. SYNTHESIS INVOLVES BRINGING TOGETHER THE DISPARATE PIECES OF
EVIDENCE AND ARGUMENTS TO CREATE A UNIFIED WHOLE. |T'S ABOUT SHOWING HOW YOUR MAIN POINTS ARE INTERCONNECTED
AND HOW THEY COLLECTIVELY BUILD TOWARDS YOUR FINAL UNDERSTANDING. A GOOD SYNTHESIS DEMONSTRATES A DEEPER
LEVEL OF COMPREHENSION BEYOND MERELY LISTING POINTS.

BROADER IMPLICATIONS AND SIGNIFICANCE

ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL ASPECTS OF A STRONG CONCLUSION IS ITS ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE THE BROADER SIGNIFICANCE
OF YOUR RESEARCH. WHY DOES YOUR WORK MATTER? W/HAT ARE ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FIELD OF STUDY, FOR FUTURE
RESEARCH, OR EVEN FOR A WIDER AUDIENCE? THIS SECTION ELEVATES YOUR PAPER FROM A MERE ACADEMIC EXERCISE TO A
MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION.

CALL To AcTIioN or FUTURE ResearcH (OPTIONAL BUT RECOMMENDED)

DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF YOUR PAPER, YOU MIGHT CONCLUDE WITH A SUGGESTION FOR FUTURE RESEARCH AVENUES THAT
YOUR WORK HAS OPENED UP, OR PERHAPS A GENTLE CALL TO ACTION IF YOUR RESEARCH HAS PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS. THIS
SHOULD BE PRESENTED AS A NATURAL EXTENSION OF YOUR FINDINGS, NOT AS A DEMAND OR AN ABRUPT SHIFT IN TONE.

STRATEGIES FOR CRAFTING A STRONG CLOSING

CRAFTING A POWERFUL CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH IN CHICAGO STYLE INVOLVES EMPLOYING SPECIFIC STRATEGIES THAT ENHANCE
ITS IMPACT AND CLARITY. THESE TECHNIQUES HELP ENSURE THAT YOUR FINAL WORDS RESONATE WITH THE READER AND LEAVE
THEM WITH A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR RESEARCH'S VALUE.

AvoID INTRODUCING NEW INFORMATION

THIS IS A FUNDAMENTAL RULE. THE CONCLUSION IS FOR WRAPPING UP, NOT FOR LAUNCHING INTO NEW TANGENTS OR PRESENTING
PREVIOUSLY UNMENTIONED EVIDENCE. ALL CRUCIAL POINTS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED IN THE BODY OF THE PAPER.
INTRODUCING NEW MATERIAL HERE CAN CONFUSE THE READER AND UNDERMINE THE COHERENCE OF YOUR ARGUMENT.

COoNNECT BACK TO THE INTRODUCTION

A WELL-STRUCTURED PAPER OFTEN CIRCLES BACK TO THE THEMES OR QUESTIONS POSED IN THE INTRODUCTION. W/HILE YOU ARE
NOT REPEATING YOURSELF, YOU CAN ALLUDE TO THE INITIAL PREMISE AND DEMONSTRATE HOW THE PAPER HAS SUCCESSFULLY
ADDRESSED IT, PROVIDING A SATISFYING SENSE OF COMPLETION FOR THE READER.



Use STRONG AND DEFINITIVE LANGUAGE

THE CONCLUSION IS WHERE YOU ASSERT YOUR FINDINGS WITH CONFIDENCE. EMPLOY CLEAR, ASSERTIVE LANGUAGE TO CONVEY
YOUR FINAL UNDERSTANDING. AVOID HEDGING OR TENTATIVE PHRASING UNLESS IT IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO LIMITATIONS YOU
HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED. THIS REINFORCES THE AUTHORITY OF YOUR RESEARCH.

V ARY SENTENCE STRUCTURE

JUST AS IN THE BODY OF YOUR PAPER, VARYING SENTENCE STRUCTURE IN THE CONCLUSION KEEPS THE READER ENGAGED. Avolp
A MONOTONOUS SERIES OF SHORT, DECLARATIVE SENTENCES OR OVERLY LONG, CONVOLUTED ONES. A BALANCED APPROACH
ENSURES READABILITY AND MAINTAINS INTEREST UNTIL THE VERY END.

Reap ALoup To CHeck FLow

ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS TO ASSESS THE FLOW AND IMPACT OF YOUR CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH IS TO READ IT
ALOUD. THIS HELPS YOU IDENTIFY AWKW ARD PHRASING, REPETITIVE LANGUAGE, OR ABRUPT TRANSITIONS THAT MIGHT NOT BE
APPARENT WHEN READING SILENTLY. |T ENSURES THAT THE CONCLUSION SOUNDS NATURAL AND COMPELLING.

CoMMoN MisTAkes To Avolb IN CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSIONS

EVEN EXPERIENCED WRITERS CAN FALL INTO COMMON TRAPS WHEN CONSTRUCTING THEIR CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSIONS.
RECOGNIZING AND ACTIVELY AVOIDING THESE PITFALLS IS CRUCIAL FOR PRODUCING A POLISHED AND EFFECTIVE FINAL
STATEMENT.

SIMPLY SUMMARIZING W ITHOUT SYNTHESIZING

THE MOST COMMON ERROR IS TO MERELY LIST THE MAIN POINTS WITHOUT DRAWING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THEM OR
EXPLAINING THEIR COLLECTIVE SIGNIFICANCE. A GOOD CONCLUSION GOES BEYOND A SIMPLE RECAP, IT SHOWS HOW THE PIECES
FIT TOGETHER TO FORM A MEANINGFUL WHOLE.

INTRODUCING NEW ARGUMENTS OR EVIDENCE

AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY, THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT MISSTEP. THE CONCLUSION IS NOT A PLACE TO INTRODUCE NOVEL IDEAS OR
EVIDENCE THAT WERE NOT DISCUSSED IN THE BODY OF THE PAPER. THIS CAN DILUTE THE IMPACT OF YOUR CORE ARGUMENTS AND
CONFUSE THE READER.

APOLOGIZING OR BEING OVERLY TENTATIVE

AVOID PHRASES LIKE | MAY BE WRONG, BUT...” OR “THIS IS JUST A THEORY.” UNLESS YOU ARE DISCUSSING SPECIFIC
LIMITATIONS, YOUR CONCLUSION SHOULD REFLECT CONFIDENCE IN YOUR RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS. SUCH APOLOGIES UNDERMINE
YOUR CREDIBILITY.

ENDING ABRUPTLY

A CONCLUSION SHOULD FEEL LIKE A NATURAL END TO THE DISCUSSION, NOT AS IF THE WRITER SUDDENLY RAN OUT OF IDEAS.
ENSURE A SMOOTH TRANSITION INTO YOUR FINAL THOUGHTS, PROVIDING A SENSE OF CLOSURE AND RESOLUTION.



REPEATING INFORMATION VERBATIM FROM THE INTRODUCTION OR BoDY

W/HILE YOU SHOULD REFER BACK TO YOUR THESIS AND MAIN POINTS, AVOID VERBATIM REPETITION. THE LANGUAGE SHOULD BE
FRESH, REPHRASED TO REFLECT THE UNDERSTANDING GAINED THROUGH THE PAPER. THIS DEMONSTRATES INTELLECTUAL GROWTH
AND A DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TOPIC.

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES FOR A MEMORABLE CONCLUSION

To ELEVATE YOUR CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH FROM GOOD TO EXCEPTIONAL, CONSIDER INCORPORATING
ADVANCED TECHNIQUES THAT LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION ON YOUR READER. | HESE STRATEGIES OFTEN INVOLVE BROADENING
THE SCOPE OR OFFERING A MORE PROFOUND INSIGHT.

ProVOkE THOUGHT

A TRULY MEMORABLE CONCLUSION MIGHT END WITH A THOUGHT-PROVOKING STATEMENT, A RHETORICAL QUESTION, OR A BRIEF
CONTEMPLATION OF THE FUTURE. THIS ENCOURAGES THE READER TO CONTINUE CONSIDERING THE TOPIC LONG AFTER THEY'VE
FINISHED READING YOUR PAPER. |T SUGGESTS THAT YOUR RESEARCH HAS OPENED UP NEW AVENUES FOR INQUIRY.

OFFER A SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION

IF YOUR RESEARCH LENDS ITSELF TO PRACTICAL APPLICATION, A STRONG CONCLUSION CAN OFFER A CONCRETE
RECOMMENDATION BASED ON YOUR FINDINGS. THIS MAKES YOUR WORK FEEL MORE RELEVANT AND IMPACTFUL, DEMONSTRATING
ITS REAL-WORLD VALUE.

CreATE A SENSE oF CLOSURE AND FINALITY

USE LANGUAGE THAT SIGNALS THE END OF THE DISCUSSION IN A CONFIDENT AND SATISFYING MANNER. PHRASES THAT IMPLY
COMPLETION OR A DEFINITIVE UNDERSTANDING CAN BE VERY EFFECTIVE. THIS PROVIDES A SENSE OF RESOLUTION FOR THE READER,
ASSURING THEM THAT THE ARGUMENT HAS REACHED ITS LOGICAL ENDPOINT.

BY MASTERING THESE CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH TIPS, WRITERS CAN ENSURE THEIR ACADEMIC PAPERS CONCLUDE
WITH THE IMPACT AND AUTHORITY THEY DESERVE. A WELL-EXECUTED CONCLUSION REINFORCES THE THESIS, SYNTHESIZES KEY
ARGUMENTS, AND LEAVES THE READER WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESEARCH'S SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPLICATIONS.

Q: \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH IN CHICAGO STYLE IS TO PROVIDE A SENSE OF CLOSURE BY
SUMMARIZING THE MAIN ARGUMENTS, RESTATING THE THESIS IN A NEW LIGHT, AND DISCUSSING THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH. IT AIMS TO REINFORCE THE PAPER’'S CENTRAL MESSAGE AND LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION ON
THE READER.

QI SHOULD | INTRODUCE NEW EVIDENCE IN MY CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION?

A: NO, YOU SHOULD NOT INTRODUCE NEW EVIDENCE OR ARGUMENTS IN YOUR CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION. THE CONCLUSION
IS FOR SUMMARIZING AND SYNTHESIZING WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED IN THE BODY OF THE PAPER.
INTRODUCING NEW MATERIAL CAN WEAKEN YOUR OVERALL ARGUMENT AND CONFUSE THE READER.



QZ How CAN | EFFECTIVELY RESTATE MY THESIS IN THE CONCLUSION?

A: TO EFFECTIVELY RESTATE YOUR THESIS, REPHRASE IT USING DIFFERENT \WORDING AND CONTEXT THAN IN YOUR
INTRODUCTION. THE RESTATED THESIS SHOULD REFLECT THE INSIGHTS AND UNDERSTANDING GAINED THROUGHOUT THE PAPER,
DEMONSTRATING HOW YOUR RESEARCH HAS SUPPORTED AND POTENTIALLY EXPANDED UPON YOUR INITIAL CLAIM.

Q: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “SYNTHESIZE” INFORMATION IN A CHICAGO STYLE
CONCLUSION?

A: SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION IN A CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION MEANS BRINGING TOGETHER THE VARIOUS POINTS AND
EVIDENCE PRESENTED IN THE PAPER TO DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY ARE INTERCONNECTED AND CONTRIBUTE TO A UNIFIED
UNDERSTANDING. |T'S ABOUT SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN YOUR ARGUMENTS AND HOW THEY COLLECTIVELY SUPPORT
YOUR MAIN THESIS, RATHER THAN SIMPLY LISTING THEM.

QZ How CAN | CONVEY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MY RESEARCH IN THE CONCLUSION?

A: YOU CAN CONVEY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR RESEARCH BY DISCUSSING ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUR FIELD OF
STUDY, POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS, OR CONTRIBUTIONS TO CURRENT KNOWLEDGE. EXPLAIN WHY YOUR FINDINGS MATTER AND
WHAT IMPACT THEY MIGHT HAVE.

Q: ARE THERE ANY PHRASES | SHOULD AvOID IN A CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION?

A: YES, AVOID OVERLY APOLOGETIC OR TENTATIVE PHRASES SUCH AS “| MAY BE WRONG,” " THIS IS JUST A THEORY,” oR "IN
MY OPINION.” UNLESS DISCUSSING SPECIFIC LIMITATIONS, MAINTAIN A CONFIDENT TONE THAT REFLECTS THE FINDINGS OF YOUR
RESEARCH.

Q: How cAN | MAKE MY CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION MORE MEMORABLE?

A: To MAKE YOUR CONCLUSION MEMORABLE, YOU CAN END WITH A THOUGHT-PROVOKING STATEMENT, A RHETORICAL
QUESTION THAT ENCOURAGES FURTHER CONTEMPLATION, A SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION BASED ON YOUR FINDINGS, OR A STRONG,
DEFINITIVE STATEMENT THAT ENCAPSULATES THE ESSENCE OF YOUR RESEARCH.

Q: SHoULD | INCLUDE A CALL TO ACTION IN MY CHICAGO STYLE CONCLUSION?

A: A CALL TO ACTION IS OPTIONAL BUT CAN BE EFFECTIVE IF YOUR RESEARCH HAS PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS. IF INCLUDED, IT
SHOULD BE A NATURAL EXTENSION OF YOUR FINDINGS AND PRESENTED IN A WAY THAT IS APPROPRIATE FOR AN ACADEMIC
CONTEXT.
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