
chicago style citing sources
The Manual of Style for Chicago/Turabian is a widely respected guide that governs academic writing
and research, particularly concerning the accurate and consistent citation of sources. Mastering
chicago style citing sources is fundamental for students, scholars, and researchers across numerous
disciplines to uphold academic integrity and allow readers to trace the origin of information. This
article delves into the core principles of Chicago style, explaining its two primary citation systems:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. We will explore the nuances of citing
various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and other digital media, providing
a comprehensive guide to ensure your scholarly work adheres to the highest standards of citation.
Understanding these guidelines is crucial for presenting credible research and avoiding plagiarism.
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Introduction to Chicago Style Citation

chicago style citing sources is a critical component of academic and scholarly writing, ensuring
clarity, credibility, and the ethical acknowledgment of borrowed ideas and information. This
comprehensive guide will illuminate the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) and the
Turabian style, which are largely interchangeable for citation purposes. We will dissect the
foundational principles of its two distinct citation systems, the notes-bibliography approach and the
author-date method, detailing how each functions to attribute sources. Furthermore, this article will
provide detailed instructions for citing a wide array of common source materials, from classic print
publications to dynamic online content, offering practical examples. By adhering to these guidelines,



researchers can confidently present their work, allowing for easy verification and deeper
engagement with their chosen topics.

Understanding the Two Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for acknowledging sources, each serving
different academic needs and preferences. While both systems aim for accuracy and transparency in
citation, they differ significantly in their structure and placement of source information.
Understanding these differences is the first step to correctly applying Chicago style.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is the more traditional and commonly used system within the
humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. It relies on two main elements: superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes, and a bibliography at the end of
the document that lists all consulted sources. Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page where a
source is cited, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper. This system allows for detailed
commentary or tangential information to be placed in the notes without disrupting the flow of the
main text. The initial citation of a source in a note is typically more complete than subsequent
citations of the same source.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system is more prevalent in the social sciences and some natural sciences. Instead
of footnotes or endnotes, it uses brief parenthetical citations within the text, typically consisting of
the author's last name and the year of publication, often followed by a page number (e.g., (Smith
2023, 45)). This in-text citation directs the reader to a comprehensive reference list (sometimes
called a works cited list or bibliography) at the end of the document, which contains full
bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. This system is efficient for longer works with
many citations, as it minimizes disruption to the reading experience.

Core Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of which of the two primary systems you employ, Chicago style citations are built upon a
foundation of specific components designed to provide readers with all the necessary information to
locate the source material themselves. These components are assembled differently depending on
the chosen system and the type of source being cited.



Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes are the primary mechanism for in-text
source attribution. Each time a direct quote, paraphrase, or specific piece of information is drawn
from an external source, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed immediately after the relevant text.
This number corresponds to an entry in the footnote section at the bottom of the page or the
endnote section at the end of the document. The first citation of a source in a note provides complete
bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened, often
using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This system also allows for the
inclusion of explanatory material or asides that do not fit into the main narrative of the text.

The Bibliography

The bibliography is a mandatory component of both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems.
It appears at the end of the document and provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources
that were consulted or cited within the paper. For the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography is
a consolidated list of every source that appeared in the footnotes or endnotes. For the author-date
system, the bibliography functions as the primary reference list for the in-text citations. The format
of bibliographic entries is standardized, typically including author, title, publication information, and
date. The organization and content of the bibliography are crucial for readers seeking to further
explore the research presented.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date)

When utilizing the author-date system, in-text citations serve as the primary method of source
attribution within the body of the paper. These citations are concise and appear within parentheses,
immediately following the borrowed material. The standard format includes the author's last name,
the year of publication, and, for direct quotes or specific references, the page number. For example,
a citation might look like (Johnson 2022, 112). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, it
is omitted from the parenthetical citation. The year of publication is crucial in this system, as it helps
readers distinguish between different works by the same author published in different years and
provides context for the timeliness of the research. These in-text citations correspond directly to the
full entries in the reference list at the end of the document.

Citing Common Source Types in Chicago Style

Accurately citing a diverse range of sources is essential for academic integrity. The Chicago Manual
of Style provides detailed guidelines for almost any type of material you might encounter in your
research. Consistency in applying these specific formats is paramount.



Books

Citing books is a foundational aspect of Chicago style. The information required typically includes
the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher's
name, and the year of publication. For the notes-bibliography system, the first footnote or endnote
for a book would look something like this:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 75.

For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened form is used:

2. Doe, History of Citation, 102.

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Doe 2020, 75), and the reference list entry
would be:

Doe, Jane. The History of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic work. The key elements for citing a journal article
include the author(s) of the article, the article title (in quotation marks), the name of the journal
(italicized), the volume and issue number, the year of publication, and the page numbers of the
article. For a note:

3. John Smith, "The Evolution of Research Methods," Journal of Academic Inquiry 15, no. 2 (2021):
30-45.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Smith 2021, 32), and the reference list
entry:

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Research Methods." Journal of Academic Inquiry 15, no. 2 (2021):
30-45.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources requires attention to detail to ensure reproducibility. Key information includes
the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article (in quotation marks), the name of the
website (italicized), the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. Crucially, for online
sources, a stable access date is often included. For a note:

4. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Digital Citation," Academic Online Resources, May 15, 2023, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.academic-online.com/digital-citation.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation might be (Lee 2023) or (Lee, n.d.) if no date is
available, and the reference list entry:

Lee, Sarah. "Understanding Digital Citation." Academic Online Resources. May 15, 2023. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.academic-online.com/digital-citation.



Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Citing articles from newspapers and magazines follows a similar pattern to journal articles, but often
includes the date of publication more prominently. For a note:

5. Emily Chen, "The Future of Academic Publishing," The Daily Chronicle, October 25, 2023, A1.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Chen 2023) and the reference list entry:

Chen, Emily. "The Future of Academic Publishing." The Daily Chronicle, October 25, 2023. A1.

Edited Volumes and Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited book, you must credit both the author of the chapter and the
editor of the volume. For a note:

6. Michael Brown, "Early Modern Printing," in A History of the Book, ed. Robert Green (New York:
Penguin Books, 2019), 88-105.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Brown 2019), and the reference list entry:

Brown, Michael. "Early Modern Printing." In A History of the Book, edited by Robert Green, 88-105.
New York: Penguin Books, 2019.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, whether published or unpublished, require specific citation details. For a
note:

7. David Kim, "Cognitive Development in Adolescence" (PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley,
2018), 150.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Kim 2018), and the reference list entry:

Kim, David. "Cognitive Development in Adolescence." PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley,
2018.

Audiovisual Materials

Citing films, documentaries, or other audiovisual materials involves identifying the director or
producer, the title, the production company, and the year. For a note:

8. Directed by Alice Wong, The Art of Research, CineMedia Productions, 2022.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Wong 2022), and the reference list entry:

Wong, Alice, dir. The Art of Research. CineMedia Productions, 2022.



Key Formatting Guidelines for Chicago Style

Beyond the specific details of each citation entry, Chicago style also emphasizes consistent
formatting for punctuation, capitalization, and page numbering. Adhering to these overarching
guidelines ensures a professional and polished presentation of your research.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Punctuation within Chicago style citations is precise. For example, commas are used to separate
elements like author names, titles, and publication details. Periods typically conclude a full
bibliographic entry. Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters
are enclosed in quotation marks. Capitalization of titles follows the "headline style," where all major
words are capitalized, except for articles, prepositions, and conjunctions unless they are the first or
last word of the title. The specific use of colons, commas, and periods must be consistently applied
as per the manual.

Page Numbering

Accurate page numbering is crucial for directing readers to specific information within a source. In
notes and in-text citations, page numbers are typically preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for
a range of pages. For example, (Smith 2021, pp. 30-45). In bibliographies, the full page range of an
article or chapter is listed. When citing an entire work, specific page numbers are generally not
included in the bibliography entry itself but are always used in notes or parenthetical citations when
referring to specific passages.

Consistency in Citation Style

Perhaps the most critical aspect of mastering Chicago style citing sources is maintaining absolute
consistency. Whichever system (notes-bibliography or author-date) you choose, apply its rules
uniformly throughout your entire document. If you use footnotes for one citation, use footnotes for
all similar citations. If you abbreviate titles in subsequent notes, do so consistently. Inconsistencies
can be distracting for readers and can detract from the credibility of your research. Always refer to
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or A Manual for Writers of Research Papers,
Theses, and Dissertations for definitive guidance.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style citing sources can present challenges, and certain
common errors tend to reappear. Being aware of these potential pitfalls can help you avoid them and
ensure the accuracy of your citations.



One common mistake is inconsistent application of the chosen citation system. For instance, mixing
footnotes with parenthetical in-text citations in a paper that is intended to use only one method. To
avoid this, decide on your system early in the writing process and stick to it rigorously. Another
frequent issue is incorrect punctuation or capitalization within citation elements. Always double-
check the manual for the precise formatting required for each component of a citation.

Forgetting to include crucial information, such as the publisher, publication date, or URL for online
sources, is also a common pitfall. Always review your citations against a reliable guide to ensure all
necessary elements are present. Additionally, misinterpreting how to cite different types of
sources—such as edited volumes versus single-author books—can lead to errors. Take the time to
carefully identify the source type and apply the corresponding citation format. Finally, failing to
update the bibliography to include all cited sources, or conversely, including sources not cited in the
text, can create discrepancies. A thorough review of both your in-text citations and bibliography
against each other is essential.

Resources for Further Chicago Style Citation Guidance

While this article provides a comprehensive overview of chicago style citing sources, the Chicago
Manual of Style itself is the definitive authority and offers unparalleled detail on every conceivable
citation scenario. For students and researchers, Kate L. Turabian's A Manual for Writers of Research
Papers, Theses, and Dissertations is a highly accessible adaptation specifically tailored for academic
papers, theses, and dissertations. Many university writing centers also offer valuable online
resources, style guides, and citation generators that can assist you. Familiarizing yourself with these
resources will empower you to confidently and accurately cite all your sources, thereby
strengthening the credibility and scholarly rigor of your work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes
or endnotes for citations, along with a bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses brief
parenthetical in-text citations (author, year, page number) that correspond to a reference list at the
end of the document.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system?
A: The notes-bibliography system is traditionally used in the humanities (literature, history, arts),
while the author-date system is more common in the social sciences and some natural sciences. The
choice can also depend on specific journal or instructor requirements.



Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style?
A: For websites, you typically include the author (if known), the title of the page or article (in
quotation marks), the website name (italicized), the publication or last updated date, an access date,
and the URL. The exact format depends on whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-
date system.

Q: What is the correct way to cite an edited book chapter in
Chicago style?
A: You need to cite both the author of the chapter and the editor of the book. For a note, it would be:
Author's full name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed. Editor's full name, page numbers. For the
author-date system reference list, it would be: Author's last name, first name. "Chapter Title." In
Book Title, edited by Editor's full name, page numbers. Publisher, Year.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a book or an article in Chicago
style?
A: In Chicago style, the titles of standalone works like books, journals, and websites are italicized.
Titles of shorter works like articles, essays, and chapters within larger works are enclosed in
quotation marks.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in Chicago style
citations?
A: For up to three authors, list all their names in the order they appear on the source. For four or
more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in the notes. In the bibliography for the
notes-bibliography system, you list all authors. For the author-date system, you typically list the first
author followed by "et al." in both in-text citations and the reference list.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: While often used interchangeably, a bibliography is a list of all sources consulted in the
preparation of a work, even if not directly cited. A reference list, used with the author-date system,
includes only those sources that were actually cited in the text.
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