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The Essential Guide to Chicago Style Citing Films

Chicago style citing films requires careful attention to detail to ensure accuracy and
academic integrity. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, covering
everything from basic citation elements to handling variations in film sources.
Understanding how to properly attribute film sources is crucial for avoiding plagiarism
and allowing your readers to locate the specific media you've referenced. We will explore
the foundational principles of the Chicago Manual of Style for audiovisual materials,
breaking down the required components for both notes and bibliography entries.
Furthermore, this article will address common challenges and nuances encountered when
citing films, including different types of releases and digital formats. By the end of this
guide, you will possess the knowledge and confidence to effectively cite any film using
Chicago style.
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Understanding the Core Components of Film
Citations

When citing films in Chicago style, several key pieces of information are essential for a
complete and accurate citation. These components allow readers to precisely identify the
film and the specific version or viewing context you are referring to. The Chicago Manual
of Style emphasizes providing enough detail so that a diligent reader can find the exact



material. This includes the film's title, the director, the production company, and the year
of release. For audiovisual works, the format of the work (e.g., film, documentary, short
film) is also important.

Essential Elements for Film Citations

The fundamental building blocks of a Chicago style film citation include:

Title of the Film: This should be the original title, italicized.

Director(s): The name(s) of the primary director(s) or filmmakers.

Producer(s): The name(s) of the producer(s), if readily available and significant.

Production Company: The company responsible for producing the film.

Release Year: The year the film was first released.

Format: Specify if it's a film, documentary, short film, etc.

Distributor: The company that distributed the film, particularly if it's a less common
release.

Medium: Indicate if it's a DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service, etc.

Importance of Accuracy and Completeness

The accuracy and completeness of these elements are paramount. Missing information can
render a citation useless, forcing readers to guess or abandon their search. In academic
writing, this can be perceived as a lack of diligence. Chicago style prioritizes clarity and
traceability, ensuring that your work is verifiable.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Films

Footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style provide immediate citation information at the
point of reference within your text. For films, these notes will include the core elements,
presented in a specific order. The primary goal is to give enough information for the
reader to identify the source without disrupting the flow of your prose too much.



Basic Note Structure for Films

A standard footnote or endnote for a film citation generally follows this pattern:

Title of Film, directed by Director's Name (Production Company, Year).

For example:
Casablanca, directed by Michael Curtiz (Warner Bros., 1942).

Including Additional Details in Notes

Depending on the specific context and the information available, you may include
additional details in your notes. This could involve mentioning key actors, significant
production personnel, or the distributor. If you are citing a specific scene or segment, you
should also indicate that.

When referring to a particular segment or scene, you might add:

Title of Film, directed by Director's Name (Production Company, Year), scene X.

For instance:
Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles (RKO Radio Pictures, 1941), opening sequence.

Subsequent Citations

For subsequent citations of the same film within your work, you can use a shortened form.
This typically includes the film's title and the director's name.

Shortened note example:
Casablanca, directed by Curtiz.

Bibliography Entries for Films

The bibliography appears at the end of your work and provides a complete list of all
sources consulted. Bibliography entries for films are more detailed than notes and are
alphabetized by the film's title. They are designed to offer the reader a comprehensive
overview of the films you have engaged with for your research.



Standard Bibliography Format

The Chicago style bibliography entry for a film generally includes the following
components, presented in a specific order:

Last Name, First Name of Director, dir. Title of Film. Produced by Producer's
Name(s). Production Company, Year.

Here's an example:

Curtiz, Michael, dir. Casablanca. Produced by Hal B. Wallis. Warner Bros., 1942.

Handling Multiple Directors or Producers

If a film has multiple directors or producers, list them all. The primary director is typically
listed last name first, followed by the first name. Subsequent directors can be listed with
their first name first.

Example with multiple directors:

Coen, Joel and Ethan Coen, dirs. No Country for Old Men. Produced by Scott Rudin and
Joel Silver. Miramax Films, 2007.

Including Distributor Information

It is often beneficial to include the distributor, especially for less widely known films or
when the distribution history is relevant. The distributor is usually placed after the
production company.

Example with distributor:

Varda, Agnès, dir. Cléo from 5 to 7. Produced by Georges de Beauregard. Nouvelle Vague,
1962. Distributed by Criterion Collection.



Variations and Special Cases in Citing Films

The world of filmmaking is diverse, and Chicago style offers guidance for citing various
types of films and related media. This includes documentaries, short films, and even
television series that might be considered cinematic in nature. Adapting the standard
format to these variations ensures your citations remain accurate and informative.

Documentaries and Non-Fiction Films

Documentaries are cited similarly to feature films, with the director being the primary
credited individual. However, it is crucial to accurately identify the film as a documentary.

Example for a documentary:

Morris, Errol, dir. The Thin Blue Line. Produced by Mark Benjamin. American Playhouse,
1988.

Short Films

Citing short films requires attention to where they were published or screened. If a short
film is part of a larger collection or anthology, that information should be included.

Example for a short film in a collection:

Alfonso, David, dir. "The Lost Thing." The Animation Show of Shows. Produced by Passion
Pictures, 2010.

Film Archives and Restorations

When citing films from archives or referring to specific restorations, it is important to note
this information. This helps readers understand the provenance and potential differences
in viewing experience.

Example for a restored film:

Welles, Orson, dir. Citizen Kane. 1941. Restored by the UCLA Film & Television Archive
and the Film Foundation, 2011. Distributed by Criterion Collection.



Digital and Streaming Film Citations

In the digital age, citing films viewed online or through streaming services is increasingly
common. Chicago style provides guidelines for these sources, emphasizing the need to
provide a stable URL or the name of the streaming platform.

Citing Films from Streaming Services

When a film is accessed via a streaming service like Netflix, Hulu, or Amazon Prime Video,
this information should be included in the citation. The date of access is also important as
streaming content can change.

Format for streaming services:

Title of Film. Directed by Director's Name. Production Company, Year. Accessed Month
Day, Year. Streaming service name.

Example:

Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. Barunson E&A, 2019. Accessed October 26, 2023.
Netflix.

Online Film Databases and Repositories

Films available through online databases or repositories, such as the Internet Archive or
academic film databases, require specific citation details, including the database name
and a direct link if possible.

Example for a film from an online repository:

Fassbinder, Rainer Werner, dir. Ali: Fear Eats the Soul. 1974. Internet Archive. Accessed
October 26, 2023.
http://archive.org/details/ali-fear-eats-the-soul-1974.

Considerations for Digital Formats

When citing digital versions, be mindful of the edition or version if there are multiple



available. For example, a 4K version might be cited differently than a standard definition
version.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style citing films can lead to minor errors if not
approached with diligence. Awareness of common mistakes can help prevent them and
ensure the integrity of your citations.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent formatting between notes and bibliography
entries, or even within the bibliography itself. Ensure that all elements are present and in
the correct order for each type of citation.

Omitting Essential Information

Crucial details like the director's name or the year of release are sometimes overlooked.
These pieces of information are vital for unambiguously identifying the film.

Incorrect Use of Italics and Punctuation

Film titles should be italicized. Punctuation, such as commas and periods, needs to be
placed precisely according to Chicago style rules.

Lack of Specificity for Online Sources

For online or streaming films, simply providing a URL is often insufficient. Including the
name of the platform and the date of access adds necessary context.

Confusing Director and Producer Roles

While both are important, the primary credited director is usually the main entry point for
film citations. Ensure you correctly identify and attribute these roles.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the most critical piece of information when
citing a film in Chicago style?
A: The most critical piece of information is the film's title, followed closely by the
director's name, as these are the primary identifiers for the work.

Q: How do I cite a film that has been released on
multiple platforms (e.g., DVD and streaming)?
A: You should cite the specific version you viewed. If you viewed it via streaming, cite the
streaming service and access date. If you viewed a DVD, note it as such. If you consulted
both, and both were significant to your research, consider citing both, perhaps in separate
entries or a note explaining your usage.

Q: Do I need to cite actors when listing a film in my
bibliography?
A: Typically, actors are not required in the main bibliography entry unless they are also
the director or producer, or if the film is being cited for the performance of a specific
actor. The director is the primary credited individual for citation purposes in Chicago
style.

Q: What if I am citing a film that is part of a larger
series or anthology?
A: You should cite the specific film or episode and then indicate the larger work it belongs
to, similar to citing a chapter in a book. For example, if citing an episode of a documentary
series, list the episode title first, followed by the series title and broadcast information.

Q: How should I handle foreign films with different
release titles in different countries?
A: It is best practice to use the original title of the film and, if necessary, include the
commonly known English-language title in parentheses in a note. For the bibliography, the
original title is preferred, with the director and production details.

Q: Is it necessary to include the production company in



a Chicago style film citation?
A: Yes, the production company is considered an essential element in both note and
bibliography citations for films, as it helps identify the film's origin and context.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and a
bibliography entry for a film?
A: Footnotes and endnotes provide concise, in-text citation information and can be more
flexible in detail. Bibliography entries are more comprehensive, providing all necessary
publication details and are alphabetized at the end of the work.

Q: How do I cite a film that I only saw in a movie
theater?
A: For a film viewed in a theater, you would cite it as a "film" with the title, director,
production company, and release year. You would note that it was viewed "in theatrical
release" in a note if specificity is required, but this is less common for archival purposes
compared to home media.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a film in my notes?
A: Yes, all film titles should be italicized in both footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography
entries according to Chicago style guidelines.

Q: What if the director's name is difficult to find for an
older or obscure film?
A: If a director cannot be definitively identified or is not credited, you may cite the film by
its title. However, endeavor to find this information through reliable film databases or
academic resources. If it's truly unidentifiable, you may omit it but acknowledge the
difficulty in a note if space permits.
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