
chicago style citation styles
The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive guide for writing and
citation, offering two distinct systems for referencing sources: the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. This article will delve
into the intricacies of both Chicago style citation styles, providing
detailed explanations and practical examples to help writers navigate the
complexities of academic and professional referencing. We will explore the
fundamental components of each system, from in-text citations to
comprehensive bibliographies and reference lists. Understanding these
different Chicago style citation approaches is crucial for maintaining
academic integrity, ensuring clarity, and properly attributing the work of
others. Whether you are a student, researcher, or professional writer,
mastering Chicago style citation will enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide
published by the University of Chicago Press. It is renowned for its
thoroughness and flexibility, offering guidance on everything from grammar
and punctuation to manuscript preparation and citation. Unlike some other
style guides that are strictly prescriptive, Chicago style provides a
framework and a set of principles that allow for adaptation to specific
disciplinary needs. Its longevity and widespread adoption in various fields,
including history, the humanities, and some social sciences, underscore its
importance in academic and professional writing.

One of the most significant aspects of the Chicago Manual of Style is its
provision of two distinct citation systems. This duality allows authors to
choose the system that best suits their discipline, their publisher's
requirements, or their personal preference. Both systems aim to provide
clear, consistent, and accurate attribution of sources, but they differ
fundamentally in how they integrate source information within the text and
present it at the end of the work. Understanding these differences is
paramount for anyone intending to use Chicago style effectively.



The Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system is the more traditional of the two Chicago
style citation options. It is commonly used in history, literature, and the
arts. This system relies on superscript numbers within the text that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes, providing detailed source information
for each citation. The advantage of this system lies in its ability to
incorporate extensive commentary or supplementary information alongside the
citation itself, without disrupting the flow of the main text.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

In the Notes and Bibliography system, a superscript number is placed after a
quotation, paraphrased idea, or specific fact that needs attribution. This
number directs the reader to a corresponding footnote at the bottom of the
page or an endnote at the end of the chapter or document. Footnotes and
endnotes contain full bibliographic information for the first citation of a
source, and often a shortened form for subsequent citations. This detailed
approach allows for precise referencing and can include explanatory notes
that might otherwise clutter the main body of the text.

The Bibliography

Accompanying the in-text notes is a bibliography, which appears at the end of
the work. The bibliography lists all the sources that were cited in the
notes, arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. Unlike a
reference list, which typically only includes works cited, a bibliography may
also include sources consulted but not directly cited, particularly in
scholarly works. The format of entries in the bibliography mirrors that of
the first footnote or endnote for each source, ensuring consistency.

Crafting Notes and Bibliography Entries

Creating accurate entries for both notes and the bibliography requires
attention to detail regarding the type of source. Common source types include
books, journal articles, websites, and interviews. For instance, a book
citation in a footnote would typically include the author's name, title of
the book, publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific
page number(s) cited. The bibliography entry for the same book would omit the
page numbers but retain the other bibliographic details, presented in a
standardized format.



The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system is another prominent method within Chicago style,
frequently employed in the sciences and social sciences. This system uses in-
text parenthetical citations that include the author's last name and the year
of publication, along with page numbers if applicable. This approach
prioritizes the date of publication, which is often crucial for scientific
and social science research where the currency of information is highly
important. It offers a more streamlined in-text reference compared to the
notes system.

In-Text Author-Date Citations

In the Author-Date system, citations within the text are brief and enclosed
in parentheses. The basic format is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For
example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is
mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in
parentheses, such as: Smith (2020) argues that... (45). This system allows
readers to quickly identify the source of information and its publication
date without being interrupted by extensive notes.

The Reference List

Following the Author-Date system, a reference list is provided at the end of
the document. This list includes all the sources cited in the text, arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry in the reference list
provides the full bibliographic details necessary for a reader to locate the
source. The format of entries in the reference list is specific to the type
of source and must be consistent throughout.

Formatting Author-Date Entries

Formatting for the Author-Date system requires precision. A book entry in the
reference list would include the author's last name, first name, year of
publication in parentheses, title of the book, and publication information.
For example: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Citation. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press. Journal articles follow a similar pattern, including the
journal title, volume, issue, and page range. The consistency in formatting
is key to the clarity and effectiveness of this citation style.



Key Differences Between the Two Chicago Style
Systems

The primary distinction between the Notes and Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system lies in the presentation of in-text citations and the
corresponding list at the end of the work. The Notes system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes, which can contain extensive information and
commentary, while the Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical references
directly in the text. Consequently, the concluding lists differ: a
bibliography in the Notes system, which may include un-cited sources, and a
reference list in the Author-Date system, which strictly includes only cited
works.

Another significant difference is the emphasis placed on different
bibliographic elements. The Notes system prioritizes the specific page number
in the initial citation, highlighting the exact location of the information.
The Author-Date system, conversely, emphasizes the publication year in the
in-text citation, reflecting the importance of the source's currency in
certain academic disciplines. This subtle shift in focus influences how
readers perceive the source's context and relevance.

When to Use Which Chicago Style Citation System

The choice between the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system often depends on the conventions of the specific academic discipline
or the requirements of a particular publisher or journal. For fields like
history, literature, art history, and musicology, the Notes and Bibliography
system is generally preferred. This preference stems from the tradition of
extensive textual analysis and the desire to provide detailed annotations and
scholarly commentary alongside citations.

Conversely, the Author-Date system is more common in the natural sciences,
social sciences (such as sociology, psychology, and political science), and
some areas of economics. These disciplines often value the recency of
research and the ease with which readers can cross-reference in-text
citations with a concise reference list. Adhering to the prevailing citation
practices within a field is crucial for scholarly communication and ensures
that a work is presented in a format that is familiar and accessible to its
intended audience.

Common Citation Elements in Chicago Style

Regardless of which Chicago style citation system is employed, certain core



elements are consistently required for accurate source attribution. These
elements ensure that readers have sufficient information to locate and verify
the sources used. Essential components include the author's name, the title
of the work, publication information (such as publisher, place of
publication, and year), and specific location details like page numbers.

The specific order and formatting of these elements will vary between the
Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, as well as by the
type of source. For instance, book citations will differ from journal article
citations, and citing a website will require different information than
citing a newspaper article. Mastering the nuances of these elements for
various source types is fundamental to correctly applying either Chicago
style citation method.

Author's Name (Last Name, First Name)

Title of Work (Italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for
articles and chapters)

Publication Information (Publisher, City of Publication, Year of
Publication)

Journal Volume and Issue Numbers

Page Numbers (for specific citations and full ranges)

Website URLs and Access Dates

DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for online articles

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Citation Styles

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago Notes and Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations that include the author's
last name and publication year.



Q: Which disciplines typically use the Chicago Notes
and Bibliography system?
A: The Notes and Bibliography system is commonly used in disciplines such as
history, literature, art history, and musicology.

Q: Which disciplines tend to prefer the Chicago
Author-Date system?
A: The Author-Date system is frequently preferred in the sciences, social
sciences (e.g., sociology, psychology, political science), and economics.

Q: How are subsequent citations of the same source
handled in the Notes and Bibliography system?
A: After the first full citation, subsequent citations of the same source are
typically shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. The term "Ibid." may also be used for consecutive
citations of the same source.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the
Notes and Bibliography system?
A: The bibliography lists all the sources cited in the text, arranged
alphabetically by author's last name. It can also include sources consulted
but not directly cited, providing a comprehensive overview of the research
materials used.

Q: What information is included in a reference list
for the Chicago Author-Date system?
A: The reference list includes all sources cited in the text, presented
alphabetically by author's last name. Each entry provides the full
bibliographic details required to locate the source.

Q: Are there any specific rules for citing online
sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style provides detailed guidelines for citing online sources,
which typically include the author's name, title of the work, website name,
publication or last updated date, and a URL. For articles, the DOI is
preferred over a URL when available.



Q: Can I mix the two Chicago style citation systems
in one document?
A: No, it is generally recommended to choose one system and apply it
consistently throughout the entire document. Mixing systems can lead to
confusion and inconsistencies.

Q: What is the general rule for italicizing titles
in Chicago style?
A: Major works like books and journals are italicized. Titles of shorter
works, such as articles, chapters, and essays, are typically enclosed in
quotation marks.
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