
chicago style citation paper
chicago style citation paper, a fundamental requirement in many academic
disciplines, demands meticulous attention to detail to ensure scholarly
integrity and proper attribution. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) can seem daunting, but understanding its core
principles is crucial for crafting a polished and credible paper. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, covering everything from
understanding the two primary citation systems—notes-bibliography and author-
date—to formatting your in-text citations and crafting a robust bibliography
or reference list. We will explore common citation examples, discuss the
importance of consistency, and offer practical tips for mastering this
essential academic skill, ensuring your Chicago style citation paper meets
the highest standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation

Chicago style citation is a widely recognized and frequently employed
citation method in academic writing. It provides a structured framework for
acknowledging the sources used in research, preventing plagiarism and
allowing readers to locate the original works. Developed by the University of
Chicago Press, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers guidelines that are



particularly prevalent in the humanities, history, and some social sciences.
Understanding the foundational elements of Chicago style is the first step
toward successfully implementing it in your academic work, ensuring clarity
and credibility.

The primary goal of any citation style, including Chicago, is to ensure that
the author's original contribution is clearly distinguished from the ideas
and words of others. This involves accurately crediting all borrowed
material, whether it be direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, or summarized
data. A well-cited paper not only demonstrates adherence to academic
standards but also enhances the persuasive power of the author's arguments by
showing the depth and breadth of their research foundation.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two distinct systems for citing sources,
catering to different disciplinary needs and author preferences. Both systems
aim for clarity and accuracy in source attribution, but they differ in their
presentation of bibliographic information within the text and in the final
list of sources.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific
requirements of the academic journal, publisher, or instructor. It is
paramount for writers to confirm which system is expected for their
particular project before they begin citing their sources. Adhering to the
designated system ensures that the paper aligns with established academic
conventions within its field.

Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, often referred to as the humanities style, is
characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes. These notes,
appearing at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document
(endnotes), provide detailed information about the source of a specific
quotation or piece of information. A corresponding bibliography at the end of
the paper lists all sources cited in the notes, presented in a consistent,
alphabetized format.

This system is highly detailed and allows for extensive commentary or
supplementary information within the notes themselves. It is favored in
disciplines where extensive discussion of sources or historical context is
common, such as literature, history, and art history. The numbered notes
serve as direct links between the text and the source, offering a granular
approach to citation.



Author-Date System

The author-date system, often favored in the social sciences and sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication, along with page numbers where appropriate. This
system is more concise within the body of the text than the notes-
bibliography system. A comprehensive reference list, alphabetized by author's
last name, appears at the end of the paper, providing full bibliographic
details for each source mentioned in the text.

This method is valued for its efficiency and its ability to immediately
signal the origin of information directly within the flow of the argument. It
allows readers to quickly identify the source and year of publication without
needing to refer to separate notes, making it ideal for disciplines where the
currency of research is particularly important.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Notes-Bibliography
System

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary
mechanism for in-text citation. Each instance where a source is referenced,
whether through a direct quote, paraphrase, or idea, is marked with a
superscript Arabic numeral in the text. This numeral corresponds to a
numbered note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the
document (endnote).

The content of these notes is crucial. The first time a source is cited, the
note typically includes full bibliographic details, allowing the reader to
locate the source easily. Subsequent citations of the same source are
generally shortened, using a "short-title" format, often just the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number,
streamlining the citation process throughout the paper.

First Note Citation

The first note for a particular source provides the most comprehensive
bibliographic information. This ensures that the reader has all the necessary
details to identify and access the original work. For a book, this would
typically include the author's full name, the full title and subtitle,
publication information (place, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s) being referenced.

For example, a first note citation for a book might look like this: 1. Jane



Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2022), 45.

Subsequent Note Citations

After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
simplified. This prevents redundancy and makes the notes more concise. The
standard format for subsequent notes is to include the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title, and the page number. If only one work by an
author is cited, the title may be omitted in favor of just the author's last
name and page number.

For instance, a subsequent note might appear as: 2. Doe, History of Citation
Styles, 78. Or, if it's the only work by Doe being cited: 2. Doe, 78.

The Bibliography in Notes-Bibliography

The bibliography is an essential component of the notes-bibliography system,
appearing at the end of the paper. It serves as an alphabetized list of all
the sources that were cited in the footnotes or endnotes. This allows readers
to quickly find and consult the full range of research material that informed
the paper.

The format of the bibliography entries is similar to the first note citations
but may differ slightly in punctuation and organization. For instance, the
author's last name is typically listed first in the bibliography, followed by
a comma, and then the rest of the author's name. Titles are usually
italicized, and publication details follow in a specific order.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

Each entry in the bibliography should be complete and accurate, providing all
necessary information for retrieval. While the exact format can vary slightly
depending on the source type (book, journal article, website, etc.),
consistency is key. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed examples
for a wide array of source materials.

General guidelines for bibliography entries include:

Author's full name (last name first).

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks
for articles and chapters).



Publication information (place, publisher, year for books; journal
title, volume, issue, year, page numbers for articles).

Digital object identifiers (DOIs) or URLs for online sources.

For example, a book entry in a bibliography might look like this: Doe, Jane.
The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022.

Author-Date System for Chicago Style

The author-date system in Chicago style offers a streamlined approach to
referencing sources directly within the text of a paper. Instead of relying
on footnotes or endnotes, brief citations are placed in parentheses
immediately following the borrowed material. This system is particularly
useful for disciplines that emphasize the recency of research and require
frequent referencing.

The core of this system involves pairing an in-text citation with a
corresponding full entry in a reference list at the end of the document. This
ensures that while the text remains uncluttered, readers still have access to
complete bibliographic information for all cited sources.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

In-text citations in the author-date system typically consist of the author's
last name and the year of publication. If a specific passage is being quoted
or referenced, the page number is also included. These parenthetical
citations are placed within the sentence, usually before the final
punctuation mark, or sometimes at the end of a clause.

Examples of in-text citations include:

(Smith 2020)

(Jones and Lee 2019, 105)

(Davis et al. 2021)

When the author's name is mentioned in the text, it can be omitted from the
parenthetical citation. For instance, if the text reads, "According to Smith
(2020), citation is crucial...", the parenthetical citation would simply be
(2020).



The Reference List in Author-Date

The reference list, placed at the end of a paper using the author-date
system, functions similarly to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography
system. It provides a complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited
within the text. Each entry contains the full bibliographic details necessary
for readers to identify and locate the original work.

The structure and content of reference list entries are designed to be clear
and informative. Unlike the notes-bibliography system where author's last
name comes first in the bibliography, the author-date system's reference list
also typically lists the author's last name first for easier alphabetical
sorting.

Formatting Reference List Entries

The formatting of reference list entries in the Chicago author-date system
closely follows established bibliographic conventions. The primary goal is to
provide all essential information for retrieval in a standardized order.
While specific punctuation and ordering details are meticulously outlined in
the CMOS, general principles apply across most source types.

Key elements typically included in a reference list entry for a book are:

Author's last name, First name.

Year of publication.

Title of work (italicized).

Publication information (place: publisher).

An example of a book entry in the reference list: Smith, John. 2020. A Guide
to Academic Writing. New York: Oxford University Press.

Common Citation Examples in Chicago Style

Mastering Chicago style citation involves understanding how to format various
types of sources. While the principles remain consistent, the specifics for
books, journal articles, websites, and other materials differ. Familiarizing
yourself with common examples will build confidence and ensure accuracy in
your Chicago style citation paper.



It is always advisable to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style for the most current and detailed guidelines, as conventions can
evolve. However, a solid understanding of these fundamental examples will
provide a strong foundation.

Books

Citing a book is one of the most frequent citation tasks. The format differs
slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, but the core
components are similar: author, title, and publication details.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

Author's Full Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page Number.

Example: Alice Wonderland, Adventures in Wonderland (London: Macmillan,
1865), 34.

Author-Date System (Reference List):

Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

Example: Wonderland, Alice. 1865. Adventures in Wonderland. London:
Macmillan.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are common sources in academic research. The citation
includes author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and page
numbers.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

Author's Full Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Number.

Example: Bob Builder, "Building Better Citations," Journal of Academic
Construction 15, no. 2 (2021): 112.



Author-Date System (Reference List):

Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume (Issue): Page Numbers.

Example: Builder, Bob. 2021. "Building Better Citations." Journal of
Academic Construction 15 (2): 110–125.

Websites

Citing online sources, such as websites, requires attention to the specific
elements available, including author (if any), title of the page, website
name, publication or last updated date, and the URL.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

Author's Full Name (if known), "Title of Web Page," Name of Website,
Publication/Last Updated Date, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Example: Webmaster, "About Chicago Style," Citation Guides Online, May
15, 2023, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.example.com/chicagostyle.

Author-Date System (Reference List):

Author's Last Name, First Name (if known). Year. "Title of Web Page."
Name of Website. Month Day, Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: Webmaster. 2023. "About Chicago Style." Citation Guides Online.
May 15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.example.com/chicagostyle.

Formatting a Chicago Style Paper

Beyond the citations themselves, the overall formatting of a Chicago style
paper is crucial for presenting a professional and compliant document. This
includes elements like margins, font, spacing, title page, and the
organization of different sections. Adhering to these formatting guidelines
enhances readability and demonstrates a commitment to academic standards.



While specific requirements may vary based on instructor or publisher
guidelines, the Chicago Manual of Style provides a default set of formatting
recommendations that are widely followed. Consistency in applying these rules
is paramount.

General Formatting Guidelines

The Chicago Manual of Style recommends standard formatting practices to
ensure a clean and readable document. These guidelines are designed to be
practical and easy to follow, contributing to the overall academic
presentation of your work.

Key formatting elements include:

Margins: Typically 1 inch on all sides of the page.

Font: A readable serif font such as Times New Roman or Garamond, usually
in 12-point size.

Line Spacing: Double-spacing for the main text is common, though
instructors may specify otherwise. Footnotes/endnotes may be single-
spaced with a blank line between them.

Paragraph Indentation: The first line of each paragraph is usually
indented.

Page Numbering: Pages are numbered consecutively, typically starting
with the introduction or the first page of the main text. The title page
is usually not numbered, but it counts as page i. Page numbers are
usually placed in the upper right-hand corner.

Title Page and Abstract

The title page is the first impression of your paper and should be clear and
informative. While a separate title page is standard, the specific
information required can vary.

A typical Chicago style title page includes:

The full title of the paper.

The author's name.

The name of the course (if applicable).



The instructor's name.

The date of submission.

An abstract, a concise summary of the paper, is often required for longer
academic works, particularly in the sciences and social sciences. It should
appear after the title page and before the main body of the text, providing a
brief overview of the research question, methods, findings, and conclusions.

Tips for Mastering Chicago Style Citations

Successfully implementing Chicago style citation requires practice and
attention to detail. Even experienced writers can sometimes overlook a detail
or two. Developing good habits and utilizing available resources can
significantly improve your accuracy and confidence when preparing a Chicago
style citation paper.

The key to mastering any citation style lies in understanding its purpose and
consistently applying its rules. Here are some practical tips that can help
you navigate the complexities of Chicago style.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable. These programs
allow you to store your source information and automatically generate
citations and bibliographies in various styles, including Chicago. While they
are not a substitute for understanding the rules, they can greatly reduce the
manual effort and minimize errors.

Create a Style Sheet

For longer projects or when dealing with many similar sources, a personal
style sheet can be beneficial. This is a document where you record specific
formatting decisions, such as how you will abbreviate recurring titles,
handle specific types of online sources, or format particular names. This
ensures consistency throughout your paper.

Proofread Meticulously



Even with citation management software, a thorough proofread is essential.
Carefully check all your in-text citations against your bibliography or
reference list for matching entries and correct formatting. Pay close
attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements in each
citation.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style

The definitive source for Chicago style guidelines is the Chicago Manual of
Style itself. While it is a comprehensive and detailed manual, it is the most
reliable resource for resolving any ambiguities or questions you may have.
Many universities also provide online resources or style guides based on the
CMOS.

Practice and Seek Feedback

The more you practice citing in Chicago style, the more comfortable you will
become. If possible, have a peer or a writing center consultant review your
citations. An external perspective can often catch errors that you might have
missed.

Understand the Core Purpose

Remember that the ultimate goal of citation is to give credit where it is due
and to allow your readers to find your sources. Keeping this purpose in mind
can help you prioritize accuracy and clarity in your Chicago style citation
paper.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to provide
citation details, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (Author Year, Page). Both systems culminate in a comprehensive list
of sources at the end of the paper (Bibliography for notes-bibliography,
Reference List for author-date).



Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system
versus the author-date system for my Chicago style
citation paper?
A: The choice often depends on the discipline or the specific requirements of
your instructor or publisher. The notes-bibliography system is more common in
the humanities (literature, history, art history), where detailed textual
commentary and historical context are important. The author-date system is
typically preferred in the social sciences and sciences, where currency of
research is often paramount and a more concise in-text citation is
beneficial.

Q: How do I format a quotation in a Chicago style
paper using the notes-bibliography system?
A: For a direct quotation, you will place a superscript Arabic numeral after
the quotation in the text. This numeral corresponds to a footnote or endnote
that provides the source information, including the page number. The first
time a source is cited in a note, it requires full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations are typically shortened.

Q: What information is essential for a bibliography
entry in Chicago style?
A: An essential bibliography entry in Chicago style typically includes the
author's full name, the full title of the work (italicized), publication
information (place, publisher, year), and page numbers if it's a specific
part of a larger work. For online sources, a URL and access date are also
crucial. The exact elements and their order can vary slightly depending on
the source type and whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-
date system.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in my Chicago style
citations?
A: Yes, abbreviations are permitted and often encouraged in Chicago style,
especially in subsequent notes within the notes-bibliography system. Common
abbreviations include "ibid." (for the immediately preceding source), "op.
cit." (for a previously cited work), and "loc. cit." (for the same place in a
previously cited work). However, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends using
short-title citations more frequently than these Latin abbreviations in
contemporary scholarship.



Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors
in Chicago style?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, if a source has two or three authors,
list all their names in the first note. If there are four or more authors,
list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both notes and the
bibliography. For the author-date system, list all authors in the reference
list if there are up to three; for four or more, list the first author
followed by "et al." in both in-text citations and the reference list.

Q: What is the purpose of the reference list in the
author-date system?
A: The reference list in the author-date system serves as a comprehensive
alphabetical compilation of all sources that have been cited within the body
of the paper. It provides full bibliographic details for each cited work,
allowing readers to locate and consult the original materials used by the
author. It is analogous to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system.

Q: Are there specific rules for formatting book
titles and article titles in Chicago style?
A: Yes. In Chicago style, book titles and journal titles are generally
italicized. Titles of individual articles, chapters, or essays within larger
works are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction helps readers
differentiate between the main work and its components.

Q: What is the acceptable font and spacing for a
Chicago style paper?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends a readable serif font,
such as Times New Roman or Garamond, in 12-point size. The main text of the
paper should typically be double-spaced. Footnotes or endnotes may be single-
spaced with a blank line between individual notes. Margins are usually set at
1 inch on all sides.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there
is no author listed?
A: If no author is listed for a web page, you typically begin the citation
with the title of the web page. In the notes-bibliography system, you would
follow this with the name of the website, publication/update date, access
date, and URL. In the author-date system, the title would be the first
element in the reference list entry, followed by the year and other relevant
details.
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