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Mastering the Chicago Style Citation Guide for Scholarly Articles

chicago style citation guide scholarly articles are fundamental for academic integrity and clear
communication within research communities. Navigating these guidelines can seem daunting, but
understanding their core principles and specific requirements is crucial for any scholar aiming to
publish or present their work. This comprehensive guide will demystify the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) as it pertains to citing scholarly articles, covering both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. We will delve into the nuances of in-text citations, endnotes, bibliographies, and the specific
elements required for various types of journal articles, online resources, and other scholarly works.
Mastering these citation practices ensures your research is properly attributed, your arguments are
well-supported, and your work adheres to the highest academic standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
rules for writing, editing, and citation. Developed by the University of Chicago Press, it is known for its
thoroughness and flexibility, offering two distinct citation systems to accommodate different
disciplinary needs. For scholarly articles, adherence to CMOS ensures consistency, clarity, and proper
attribution of sources, which are paramount in academic discourse. It offers guidance on everything
from manuscript preparation to the intricate details of referencing.

The manual addresses various aspects of academic writing, including grammar, punctuation, and
formatting. However, its extensive section on citation is particularly vital for researchers.
Understanding the underlying philosophy of CMOS, which prioritizes reader comprehension and
source transparency, is key to effectively applying its rules. Whether you are writing a history paper
or a scientific journal article, the principles remain the same: provide enough information for your
reader to locate and verify your sources.

Two Systems of Citation: Notes-Bibliography and



Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. Each system serves a slightly different purpose and is preferred in different
academic fields. Understanding the distinctions between them is the first step in correctly citing your
scholarly articles.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes within
the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the paper. This system is prevalent in fields
like history, literature, and the arts. The numbered notes provide detailed citation information,
allowing for multiple citations of the same source within the text without excessive repetition. The
bibliography then offers a consolidated list of all sources consulted and cited.

In this system, each footnote or endnote contains full publication details for the first citation of a
source. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened, often including the author's
last name, a shortened title, and a page number. This approach allows for brief, unobtrusive
interruptions in the main text while still providing complete source information readily available at the
end of the page or document.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, on the other hand, relies on brief in-text citations that include the author's
last name and the year of publication. These in-text citations correspond to a full reference list (often
titled "References" or "Works Cited") at the end of the document, which includes complete publication
details for all sources cited. This system is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences,
as it emphasizes the chronology of research and is often preferred for its conciseness within the
running text.

The in-text citations are usually placed in parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause,
immediately after the relevant information has been presented. For instance, a typical in-text citation
might appear as (Smith 2020). This direct association between the textual claim and its source year
helps readers quickly identify the origin of the information and its temporal context.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Citation for Scholarly
Articles

Regardless of the system employed, Chicago style citations for scholarly articles share common
essential components. These elements ensure that readers have all the necessary information to
locate and verify the source. Understanding these core elements is crucial for constructing accurate



and complete citations.

The fundamental pieces of information required for citing a scholarly article typically include the
author(s)' name(s), the title of the article, the title of the journal or publication, the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page numbers where the article can be found. For online
sources, additional information such as a URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is also necessary.

Author(s)' Name(s)

Article Title

Journal Title

Volume Number

Issue Number

Publication Year

Page Numbers

DOI or URL (for online articles)

Citing Journal Articles in the Notes-Bibliography
System

Citing journal articles within the notes-bibliography system requires careful attention to detail to
provide both complete and abbreviated references. The first time an article is cited, the note should
include all essential bibliographic information.

First Note Citation for a Journal Article

The initial note for a journal article should include the author's full name (first and last), the article's
title in quotation marks, the journal's title in italics, the volume number, the issue number, the
publication year in parentheses, and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For instance: 1.
Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Citation Practices," Journal of Academic Writing 45, no. 2 (2021): 112.

It is important to use precise punctuation. Commas separate different elements, and a period
concludes the note. The inclusion of the issue number is important if the journal paginates each issue
separately. If the journal paginates continuously throughout a volume, the issue number might be
omitted, but it is generally best practice to include it if available.



Subsequent Note Citation for a Journal Article

For any subsequent citations of the same article within the same paper, a shortened form of the note
is used. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if it is
long), and the page number(s) being cited. For example: 2. Doe, "Evolution of Citation Practices," 115.

If the author has multiple works cited in the paper, it is often necessary to include a shortened title to
distinguish between them. The goal of the shortened note is to be brief yet informative enough for the
reader to easily identify the source in the bibliography.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

The bibliography entry for a journal article in the notes-bibliography system is similar to the first note
but follows a slightly different format, typically with the author's last name first. The author's full
name (last name, first name), the article's title in quotation marks, the journal's title in italics, the
volume number, the issue number, the publication year in parentheses, and the inclusive page
numbers of the article are all included. For example: Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Citation Practices."
Journal of Academic Writing 45, no. 2 (2021): 110–130.

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the paper. Page numbers in the
bibliography entry refer to the entire range of pages for the article, not just the specific pages cited in
the notes.

Citing Journal Articles in the Author-Date System

The author-date system offers a more streamlined approach to in-text citations, making it ideal for
disciplines where quick referencing is prioritized.

In-Text Citations for Journal Articles

In the author-date system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year of
publication, often enclosed in parentheses. For example: (Smith 2020). If a specific page number is
being referenced, it is included after the year, separated by a comma: (Smith 2020, 45).

When the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year needs to be placed in parentheses:
Smith (2020) argues that… . If citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, letters (a,
b, c) are appended to the year to differentiate them, e.g., (Smith 2020a). The full details for these are
then provided in the reference list.



Reference List Entry for a Journal Article

The reference list entry for a journal article in the author-date system includes the author's full name
(last name, first name), the publication year in parentheses, the article title, the journal title in italics,
the volume number, the issue number, and the inclusive page numbers. For example: Smith, John.
2020. "The Impact of Citation Styles on Academic Research." Journal of Scholarly Publishing 50, no. 1:
20–35.

The key difference from the notes-bibliography system's bibliography is the placement of the
publication year immediately after the author's name and the use of a period after the year. The
entire list is alphabetized by the author's last name.

Citing Online Scholarly Articles and Databases

The digital age has introduced new complexities to citation practices. Citing online scholarly articles
requires attention to identifiers like DOIs and URLs, as well as access dates when necessary.

Online Journal Articles with DOIs

When citing online journal articles that have a DOI, this is the preferred identifier. The DOI provides a
persistent link to the article, ensuring it remains accessible even if the URL changes. The format for a
DOI citation in notes-bibliography system is generally: Author, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page numbers, DOI.

In the author-date system, it would be: Author. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue:
Page numbers. DOI.

Online Journal Articles without DOIs

If an online journal article lacks a DOI, a URL is provided instead. It is also recommended to include an
access date if the content is likely to change over time. The format for a notes-bibliography system
note: Author, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers, accessed Month
Day, Year, URL.

For the author-date system reference list: Author. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue:
Page numbers. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Articles from Academic Databases



Citing articles retrieved from academic databases often involves a similar structure to other online
articles. However, the database name and the accession number (if provided and deemed necessary
by the specific guidelines being followed) might be included. The core information about the author,
article title, journal title, volume, issue, year, and pages remains paramount.

It's crucial to check the specific database's recommendations or the journal's author guidelines, as
practices can sometimes vary. The goal is always to provide enough information for the reader to find
the exact source.

Citing Other Scholarly Works (Books, Book Chapters)

While this guide focuses on scholarly articles, it's important to note that Chicago style also governs
the citation of other scholarly materials like books and book chapters, which often appear in
bibliographies alongside articles.

Books

For a book in the notes-bibliography system, a full note includes author(s), title (italicized), place of
publication, publisher, and year of publication. For example: 3. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's
Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006).

In the author-date system reference list: Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural
History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press.

Book Chapters

Citing a chapter in an edited book requires referencing both the chapter author and the editor(s) of
the book. In the notes-bibliography system, a note might look like: 4. David Crystal, "The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of the English Language," in The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language, ed.
David Crystal, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 345-347.

The corresponding reference list entry in the author-date system would be: Crystal, David. 2003. "The
Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language." In The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English
Language, edited by David Crystal, 2nd ed., 345-347. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Formatting and Style Considerations

Beyond the core bibliographic information, several formatting and style conventions within Chicago
style are essential for scholarly articles. These details contribute to the overall professionalism and
readability of your work.



Punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics and quotation marks must be consistent throughout.
For example, article titles are typically enclosed in quotation marks, while journal titles are italicized.
Author names are presented in a specific order, and elements within citations are separated by
commas and periods as prescribed by the manual.

Author Names: In notes, first name then last name. In bibliographies/reference lists, last name
first.

Titles: Article titles in quotation marks. Journal titles in italics.

Publication Information: City of publication, publisher, year.

Page Numbers: Use "p." for a single page and "pp." for a range in notes. In
bibliography/reference list, typically inclusive page numbers are given.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Many scholars encounter recurring challenges when applying the Chicago style citation guide for
scholarly articles. Being aware of these common pitfalls can save significant time and prevent errors.

One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistent application of the chosen citation system (notes-
bibliography vs. author-date). Another common error is omitting crucial information, such as the
publication year or page numbers, or incorrect formatting of URLs and DOIs. Ensuring that every
source cited in the text is also present in the bibliography or reference list, and vice versa, is also a
critical best practice. Proofreading meticulously for citation errors is paramount.

Always use the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

Double-check all author names, titles, and publication details.

Be consistent with your chosen citation system throughout the entire document.

If unsure about a specific citation, consult the CMOS manual directly or a reliable academic
writing resource.

Utilize citation management software, but always review its output for accuracy.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes in the text and a bibliography
at the end, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a
reference list at the end.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus
the author-date system for my scholarly articles?
A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (history, literature, arts),
while the author-date system is more common in the social and natural sciences. It's also advisable to
follow the specific style guidelines of the journal or institution you are submitting to.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing online
scholarly articles?
A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital
object, such as an online journal article, that serves as a persistent link. Using a DOI is important
because it ensures readers can locate the article even if the original URL changes.

Q: How do I cite an article if it has multiple authors in Chicago
style?
A: For two authors in the notes-bibliography system, list both names in the note as they appear on the
publication. In the bibliography, list the first author's last name first, then the second author's full
name. For three or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both notes and
bibliography. In the author-date system, it's similar: list all authors in the reference list if there are
two or three; for more than three, list the first author followed by "et al." in the in-text citation and the
reference list.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate journal titles in
Chicago style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally discourages the abbreviation of journal titles in citations
unless specifically instructed to do so by a particular publication's guidelines or a specific journal.
When abbreviations are used, they should be clear and conventional.

Q: How should I format the page numbers for a journal article
in my bibliography or reference list?
A: In the bibliography (notes-bibliography system) or reference list (author-date system), you should
provide the inclusive page numbers of the article, e.g., 110–130. If referring to a specific passage in a
note, you would include that specific page number (e.g., 112).



Q: What if the scholarly article I am citing is part of a special
issue of a journal?
A: When citing an article from a special issue, you should include information about the special issue
if it is relevant and helps to identify the source more clearly. This might involve mentioning the guest
editor(s) or the specific title of the special issue, typically placed before the journal's volume and issue
information.

Q: Can I use citation management software like Zotero or
EndNote for Chicago style citations?
A: Yes, citation management software can be very helpful for generating Chicago style citations.
However, it is crucial to remember that these tools are not infallible. Always proofread the generated
citations against the official Chicago Manual of Style guidelines to ensure accuracy and adherence to
specific requirements.
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