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Mastering the Chicago Style Citation Guide for Journal Articles

chicago style citation guide journal articles are a critical component for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to locate your sources. This comprehensive guide delves into
the intricacies of citing journal articles using the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems. Understanding these conventions is paramount for maintaining academic
integrity, demonstrating thorough research, and enhancing the credibility of your work. We will explore the
fundamental elements of a Chicago-style citation for journals, differentiate between the two main citation
systems, and provide detailed examples for various scenarios, including articles with DOIs, page numbers, and
special cases. Furthermore, this article will equip you with the knowledge to correctly format both in-text
citations and bibliographical entries, ensuring your scholarship adheres to the highest standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Journal Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and extensively used style guide, particularly in
the humanities and social sciences. Its primary goal is to provide clear, consistent, and comprehensive guidelines
for writing, citing, and formatting. When it comes to journal articles, Chicago style offers a structured
approach to acknowledging the original authors and allowing readers to trace the research path. Adhering to
these guidelines is not merely a matter of stylistic preference; it's fundamental to scholarly communication and
prevents plagiarism. Mastery of the Chicago style journal article citation process is therefore an essential
skill for students, researchers, and writers in many academic disciplines.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citing sources, and it's crucial to understand
which one is appropriate for your work. The choice often depends on the specific discipline or the requirements of
your instructor or publisher. Both systems aim to achieve the same goal of accurate attribution, but they
differ in their implementation. Knowing these differences is the first step in correctly applying the Chicago style
for journal articles.

Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in fields like history, literature, and the arts. It uses numbered



footnotes or endnotes within the text to provide citation information, with a corresponding bibliography at
the end of the document that lists all sources used. This system allows for extensive explanatory notes
alongside the citation itself, offering a richer context for the reader.

Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, more common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations
consisting of the author's last name and the publication year, followed by a page number if applicable. This is
complemented by a reference list at the end of the paper, which includes only the sources cited in the text. This
system is designed for conciseness within the main body of the work.

Components of a Chicago Style Journal Article Citation

Regardless of the system used (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date), several core pieces of information are
essential for properly citing a journal article in Chicago style. Collecting these details accurately before you
begin writing will streamline the citation process. These components form the foundation for both your in-text
citations and your final bibliography or reference list entries, ensuring a complete and recognizable record of
your sources.

Author(s)' full name(s)

Title of the article (in quotation marks)

Title of the journal (in italics)

Volume number

Issue number (if applicable and present)

Publication year

Page numbers of the article

Digital Object Identifier (DOI), if available

Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscripts placed at the end of a
sentence or clause, referring to a corresponding footnote or endnote. The first time a source is cited, the note
provides full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to a "short-
form" note.

First Reference Notes

The initial note for a journal article includes all the essential information, formatted in a specific order. This
detailed note serves as the primary point of reference for readers wanting to locate the source. It's crucial to



be precise with each element, as this establishes the complete identity of the cited work.

Example for a first-time note:

1. Author Last Name, Author First Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

Subsequent Reference Notes (Short-Form)

After the full note has been provided, subsequent references to the same article can be abbreviated. This helps
to keep the main text uncluttered while still providing sufficient information for the reader to find the complete
entry in the bibliography. The short-form typically includes the author's last name, a shortened article title
(if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number.

Example for a subsequent note:

2. Author Last Name, "Shortened Article Title," Page(s).

Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography Entries

The bibliography, located at the end of your paper, provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all the
sources you have cited. Each entry for a journal article in the bibliography follows a specific format, which is
similar to the first note but with a slight reordering of elements and punctuation differences. The bibliography
allows readers to quickly scan and locate the full details of your sources.

Formatting a Bibliography Entry

The structure for a journal article in the bibliography is designed for clarity and ease of use. Author names are
inverted, article titles are in quotation marks, and journal titles are italicized. Key publication details
follow, concluding with page numbers and a DOI if available.

Example of a bibliography entry:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s). DOI (if
available).

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The Author-Date system simplifies in-text citations by embedding them directly within the text. These
parenthetical citations typically include the author's last name, the year of publication, and often a page
number. This concise format allows the reader to immediately see the source of the information without
interruption from footnotes or endnotes.

Parenthetical Citations

When referencing a journal article in the Author-Date system, the in-text citation will appear directly after
the relevant information or quote. The format is straightforward, making it easy to integrate into your



writing. For direct quotes, including the page number is mandatory.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Author Last Name Year, Page)

or

(Author Last Name Year)

Author-Date System: Reference List Entries

The reference list in the Author-Date system is similar in content to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
system but is ordered alphabetically by the author's last name and includes only those sources that have been
cited in the text. The formatting of each entry is crucial for consistency and accuracy.

Formatting a Reference List Entry

The structure for a journal article in the reference list follows a pattern that emphasizes the author and
publication date. The author's last name comes first, followed by the publication year in parentheses. The
article title is presented, followed by the journal title in italics, along with volume, issue, and page numbers. A
DOI is usually included if present.

Example of a reference list entry:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page(s). DOI (if
available).

Citing Journal Articles with DOIs

The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent, unique identifier for electronic documents. Including the DOI in
your Chicago style journal article citations is highly recommended, as it provides a reliable and stable link to
the article, even if the URL of the journal website changes. It greatly aids readers in locating the exact version
of the article.

Notes-Bibliography System with DOI

When a DOI is available for a journal article, it should be appended to the end of the citation in both notes and
the bibliography. It is typically presented as a URL, starting with "https://doi.org/".

Example Note with DOI:

3. Author Last Name, Author First Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s),
https://doi.org/xxxxxx.

Example Bibliography Entry with DOI:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).
https://doi.org/xxxxxx.



Author-Date System with DOI

In the Author-Date system, the DOI is also included at the end of the reference list entry. It follows the page
numbers and is presented as a clickable URL.

Example Reference List Entry with DOI:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page(s).
https://doi.org/xxxxxx.

Citing Journal Articles Without DOIs

While DOIs are increasingly common, some older articles or those published in less digitally advanced journals
may not have one. In such cases, you should provide the most stable access information available. If the
article was accessed online through a database or a stable institutional repository, you might include that
information.

Notes-Bibliography System Without DOI

If an article lacks a DOI and was accessed online, you might include the URL or database name. However, CMOS
generally prefers that you don't include URLs unless the article is only available online and has no other
stable identifier. If the article was accessed in print, no further access information is needed beyond the basic
citation.

Example Note (Print):

4. Author Last Name, Author First Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

Author-Date System Without DOI

Similarly, for the Author-Date system, if no DOI is available and the article was accessed in print, the entry
concludes with the page numbers. If accessed online without a DOI, consider if a stable URL or database is
appropriate, following CMOS guidelines for electronic sources.

Example Reference List Entry (Print):

Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page(s).

Handling Page Numbers in Chicago Style

Page numbers are a critical element of citations, especially when quoting directly or paraphrasing specific
arguments. The way page numbers are presented can vary slightly depending on the citation system and whether
you are citing a range or a specific page.



Notes-Bibliography System and Page Numbers

In the Notes-Bibliography system, page numbers are crucial for both notes and the bibliography. For direct
quotations, you must include the specific page number(s) from which the quotation is taken. For general
references to an article, you might include the full page range of the article.

For a direct quote: Page(s) at the end of the note or bibliography entry.

For the full article range: The page range of the entire article appears in the bibliography/reference list.

Author-Date System and Page Numbers

In the Author-Date system, page numbers are essential for direct quotations in the in-text citation. For
paraphrased ideas, the page number is often optional but recommended by CMOS to help readers locate the idea
within the source.

Example of an in-text citation with a page number:

(Author Last Name Year, 123).

Special Cases in Chicago Style Journal Citations

Academic research often involves encountering sources that don't fit neatly into standard templates. Chicago
style, with its extensive guidelines, attempts to address these special cases. Familiarizing yourself with common
exceptions will ensure your citations remain accurate and professional.

Multiple Authors

When a journal article has more than two authors, the convention differs slightly between the two Chicago
systems, particularly in how authors are listed in the bibliography/reference list.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography): List up to ten authors in the bibliography. If there are more
than ten, list the first seven followed by "et al."

Author-Date System (Reference List): List up to ten authors in the reference list. If there are more than
ten, list the first seven followed by "et al."

Notes: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note will list all authors up to ten. If more than ten,
list the first seven and use "et al."

In-text (Author-Date): For more than two authors, list the first author's last name followed by "et
al." and the year.



Articles Without Author Names

If an article has no named author, begin the citation with the title of the article. This ensures the entry is still
locatable in the bibliography or reference list. The title will be alphabetized accordingly.

Articles from Online-Only Journals

For journals that are published exclusively online and may not have traditional volume/issue numbering or
pagination, you should include the most relevant access information, typically a DOI or a stable URL. Ensure
the URL is live and leads directly to the article.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Journal Article
Citations

Even with careful attention, common pitfalls can lead to citation errors. Being aware of these frequent
mistakes can help you proofread your work effectively and ensure compliance with Chicago style guidelines for
journal articles.

Incorrect punctuation (e.g., missing commas, misplaced periods).

Inconsistent formatting between in-text citations and bibliography/reference list entries.

Forgetting to italicize journal titles or put article titles in quotation marks.

Omitting essential information such as volume, issue, or year.

Not including DOIs when they are available.

Misplacing superscripts for notes in the Notes-Bibliography system.

Using the wrong system (Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date) for the specific academic context.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The key to mastering Chicago style citation for journal articles lies in accuracy and consistency. Double-
checking every detail—from author names to punctuation—is essential. When in doubt, always consult the
latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reputable online resources that adhere to its guidelines.
Maintaining a consistent approach throughout your document will enhance its professionalism and credibility,
making your research accessible and well-supported for your readers.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style for journal articles?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Last
Name Year, Page). Both systems require a comprehensive bibliography or reference list at the end of the paper.

Q: When should I include a DOI in my Chicago style journal article citation?
A: You should always include a DOI in your Chicago style journal article citation if one is available. The DOI
is a persistent identifier that helps readers reliably locate the article online. It is typically included at the end
of the citation, formatted as a URL.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with no author in Chicago style?
A: If a journal article has no author, begin the citation with the title of the article. For the Notes-
Bibliography system, the article title will be alphabetized in the bibliography. For the Author-Date system, the
title will also be used for alphabetization in the reference list.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for an article title in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the title of a journal article should always be enclosed in quotation marks. The journal
title itself should be italicized.

Q: How many authors should I list in a Chicago style bibliography or
reference list?
A: For both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, you should list up to ten authors in the
bibliography or reference list. If there are more than ten authors, list the first seven authors followed by "et
al."

Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers for paraphrased content in the
Author-Date system?
A: While not strictly mandatory for paraphrased content in the Author-Date system, Chicago style
recommends including the page number(s) to help readers locate the specific idea within the source more easily.
Page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations.

Q: What information should I include if a journal article is only available
online and does not have a DOI?
A: If a journal article is online-only and lacks a DOI, you should provide the most stable access information
available, such as a stable URL. However, the Chicago Manual of Style advises against including URLs for
articles that are also available in print or have other stable identifiers unless absolutely necessary.

Q: How do I format subsequent citations to the same journal article in the
Notes-Bibliography system?
A: After the first full note citation, subsequent citations to the same article should use a "short-form" note.
This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if necessary for



clarity), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.
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