CHICAGO STYLE CITATION GUIDE DISSERTATION

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY ADOPTED CITATION STYLE, PARTICULARLY PREVALENT IN HUMANITIES
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. For DISSERTATIONS, ADHERING TO THE CHICAGO STYLE CITATION GUIDE DISSERTATION REQUIREMENTS IS
PARAMOUNT FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION OF RESEARCH. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO THE
INTRICACIES OF CHICAGO STYLE, FOCUSING SPECIFICALLY ON ITS APPLICATION WITHIN THE DEMANDING STRUCTURE OF A
DISSERTATION. WE WILL EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF BOTH FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE CITATION AND AUTHOR-DATE
CITATION SYSTEMS, DISSECT THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES, AND PROVIDE PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR
MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY THROUGHOUT YOUR EXTENSIVE ACADEMIC WORK. MASTERING THESE CITATION
NUANCES WILL NOT ONLY ENSURE YOUR DISSERTATION MEETS INSTITUTIONAL STANDARDS BUT WILL ALSO BOLSTER THE
CREDIBILITY OF YOUR SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTION.
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UNDERSTANDING THE T WO CHICAGO STYLE SYSTEMS

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PRESENTS TWO DISTINCT CITATION SYSTEMS, AND UNDERSTANDING THEIR DIFFERENCES IS THE
FIRST CRUCIAL STEP IN CORRECTLY CITING YOUR DISSERTATION. WHILE BOTH AIM FOR CLARITY AND ACADEMIC RIGOR, THEY
EMPLOY FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO REFERENCING SOURCES. THE CHOICE BETWEEN THESE SYSTEMS IS OFTEN
DICTATED BY YOUR ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE, INSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS, OR THE SPECIFIC JOURNAL YOU MIGHT EVENTUALLY
SUBMIT YOUR WORK TO. THEREFORE, BEFORE EMBARKING ON THE METICULOUS TASK OF CITING, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DETERMINE
WHICH SYSTEM YOUR DISSERTATION MUST FOLLOW.

FooTNoTe AND ENDNOTE CITATION SYSTEM EXPLAINED

THE FOOTNOTE AND ENDNOTE SYSTEM, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY " SYSTEM, IS CHARACTERIZED BY
THE PLACEMENT OF CITATION INFORMATION EITHER AT THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE (FOOTNOTES) OR AT THE END OF THE
DOCUMENT (ENDNOTES). THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR A CLEANER, LESS CLUTTERED TEXT AS THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS
ARE NOT REPEATED WITHIN THE BODY OF YOUR WORK. FOR DISSERTATIONS, THIS CAN BE PARTICULARLY BENEFICIAL, ALLOWING
READERS TO FOCUS ON YOUR ARGUMENT WITHOUT CONSTANT INTERRUPTION FROM PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. FOOTNOTES
AND ENDNOTES TYPICALLY INCLUDE AUTHOR'S NAME, TITLE OF THE WORK, PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBERS.
SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE CAN BE SHORTENED TO INCLUDE ONLY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PAGE
NUMBER. THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FOR ALL CITED SOURCES IS THEN COMPILED IN A SEPARATE “BIBLIOGRAPHY” AT
THE END OF THE DISSERTATION.



AUTHOR-DATE CITATION SYSTEM EXPLAINED

IN CONTRAST, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, AS ITS NAME SUGGESTS, RELIES ON BRIEF IN"TEXT CITATIONS THAT INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, OFTEN FOLLOWED BY A PAGE NUMBER FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS. THiS
METHOD IS MORE COMMON IN THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. THE IN-TEXT CITATION DIRECTS THE READER TO A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE “REFERENCES” LIST AT THE END OF THE DISSERTATION, WHICH PROVIDES THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR
EACH SOURCE. THIS SYSTEM IS KNOWN FOR ITS CONCISENESS WITHIN THE MAIN TEXT, MAKING IT EASIER FOR READERS TO TRACK
THE FLOW OF YOUR ARGUMENT. W/HEN USING THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR A DISSERTATION, ENSURING THAT EVERY IN-TEXT
CITATION CORRESPONDS PRECISELY TO AN ENTRY IN YOUR REFERENCES LIST IS CRITICAL FOR MAINTAINING ACADEMIC
CREDIBILITY.

CITING Key SoUrCE TYPES IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR DISSERTATIONS

REGARDLESS OF THE SYSTEM YOU CHOOSE, ACCURATE CITATION OF VARIOUS SOURCE MATERIALS IS NON-NEGOTIABLE IN A
DISSERTATION. DISSERTATIONS OFTEN DRAW FROM A BROAD RANGE OF SCHOLARLY AND NON-SCHOLARLY MATERIALS, AND EACH
REQUIRES SPECIFIC FORMATTING CONVENTIONS WITHIN CHICAGO STYLE. METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL HERE PREVENTS
ACCIDENTAL PLAGIARISM AND DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMMAND OF SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION STANDARDS.

Books AND Book CHAPTERS

CITING BOOKS IS A CORNERSTONE OF ACADEMIC WRITING. FOR A FULL BOOK IN CHICAGO STYLE, WHETHER USING
FOOTNOTES/ENDNOTES OR AUTHOR-DATE, YOU WILL TYPICALLY NEED THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE BOOK
(ITALICIZED), THE PLACE OF PUBLICATION, THE PUBLISHER'S NAME, AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR BOOK CHAPTERS, THE
CITATION WILL ALSO INCLUDE THE CHAPTER TITLE, THE EDITOR OF THE COLLECTION (IF APPLICABLE), AND THE PAGE RANGE OF
THE CHAPTER WITHIN THE LARGER WORK. PRECISION WITH THESE DETAILS ENSURES YOUR READERS CAN EASILY LOCATE THE
EXACT MATERIAL YOU REFERENCED. FOR EXAMPLE, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT LOOK LIKE: JANE DOE, THE HisToRY ofF CITATION
StyLes (New York: Acapemic Press, 2020), 45. AN AUTHOR-DATE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD APPEAR AS (Doe 2020,
45).

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND PERIODICALS

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE FREQUENTLY CITED IN DISSERTATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN EMPIRICAL RESEARCH. THE CITATION FOR A
JOURNAL ARTICLE IN CHICAGO STYLE INCLUDES THE AUTHOR(S)' NAMES, THE ARTICLE TITLE, THE JOURNAL TITLE (ITALICIZED),
THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, THE PUBLICATION YEAR, AND THE PAGE NUMBERS OF THE ARTICLE. FOR ONLINE JOURNAL
ARTICLES, YOU WILL ALSO TYPICALLY INCLUDE A DOI (DiGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER) OR A URL IF A DOl IS NOT AVAILABLE.
CONSISTENT FORMATTING OF THESE ELEMENTS IS CRUCIAL. FOR INSTANCE, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT READ: JOHN SMITH, “ANALYZING
ReSEARCH TRENDS,” JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC WRITING 15, No. 2 (2021): 112-130. IN AUTHOR-DATE, IT WOULD BE (SMITH
2021, 112).

X/ eBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

IN THE DIGITAL AGE, CITING WEBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH. WHEN CITING
ONLINE MATERIALS, CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRES AS MUCH IDENTIFYING INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE. THIS TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE
AUTHOR OR ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT, THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR DOCUMENT, THE NAME OF THE
WEBSITE, THE PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATED DATE (IF AVAILABLE), AND THE URL. |T IS ALSO ADVISABLE TO INCLUDE AN
ACCESS DATE, ESPECIALLY FOR CONTENT THAT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR EPHEMERAL ONLINE CONTENT, THE ACCURACY
ofF THE URL AND ACCESS DATE IS PARAMOUNT. A FOOTNOTE ENTRY MIGHT LOOK LIKE: NATIONAL ARCHIVES, “RECORDS OF THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES,” ACCESSED OCTOBER 26, 2023, HTTPS:// WWW.ARCHIVES.GOV/ ABOUT/HISTORY. AN AUTHOR-DATE



CITATION WoULD BE (NATIONAL ARCHIVES, N.D.).

OTHER COMMON SOURCE MATERIALS

DISSERTATIONS MAY INCORPORATE A VARIETY OF OTHER SOURCE MATERIALS, EACH WITH ITS OWN CITATION REQUIREMENTS IN
CHICAGO STYLE. THESE CAN INCLUDE REPORTS, GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS, THESES AND DISSERTATIONS BY OTHERS,
INTERVIEWS, LECTURES, AND EVEN UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS. For EACH OF THESE, THE GOAL IS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH
INFORMATION FOR YOUR READER TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE IDENTIFYING THE AUTHOR, TITLE,
DATE, SERIES, REPORT NUMBER, REPOSITORY, OR INTERVIEW SUBJECT AND DATE. DILIGENCE IN RESEARCHING AND APPLYING THE
CORRECT FORMAT FOR EACH SPECIFIC SOURCE TYPE IS ESSENTIAL. FOR EXAMPLE, AN INTERVIEW CITATION WOULD INCLUDE THE
INTERVIEWEE'S NAME, THE DATE OF THE INTERVIEW , AND THE LOCATION OR METHOD OF THE INTERVIEW.

FORMATTING YOUR DISSERTATION ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE
GUIDELINES

BEYOND JUST THE CONTENT OF YOUR CITATIONS, THE OVERALL FORMATTING OF YOUR DISSERTATION PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT
ROLE IN ITS PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION AND ADHERENCE TO CHICAGO STYLE. INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES OFTEN ALIGN WITH
OR BUILD UPON CMOS, SO ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR UNIVERSITY'S SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. PROPER FORMATTING ENSURES
THAT YOUR RIGOROUS RESEARCH IS PRESENTED IN A CLEAR, ORGANIZED, AND ACADEMICALLY APPROPRIATE MANNER.

TiTLe PAGE AND PRELIMINARY PAGES

Y OUR DISSERTATION'S TITLE PAGE AND PRELIMINARY PAGES (INCLUDING THE ABSTRACT, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, AND TABLE OF
CONTENTS) MUST BE FORMATTED ACCORDING TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS, OFTEN WITH SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FROM YOUR
INSTITUTION. WHILE CMOS PROVIDES GENERAL ADVICE ON STRUCTURING ACADEMIC PAPERS, UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENTS
USUALLY HAVE THEIR OWN TEMPLATES OR STRICT FORMATTING RULES FOR THESE INITIAL SECTIONS. ENSURE THAT YOUR TITLE
PAGE CLEARLY DISPLAYS THE DISSERTATION TITLE, YOUR NAME, YOUR ADVISOR’S NAME, THE DEPARTMENT, THE UNIVERSITY,
AND THE DATE OF SUBMISSION. CONSISTENT NUMBERING OF PRELIMINARY PAGES (OFTEN RoMAN NUMERALS) IS ALSO A COMMON
REQUIREMENT.

FooTNOTES, ENDNOTES, AND BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMATTING

THE PRESENTATION OF YOUR FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES AND YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY IS CRITICAL. FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE
BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE WHERE THEY ARE REFERENCED, WHILE ENDNOTES ARE GROUPED AT THE END OF THE MAIN TEXT. BoTH
SHOULD BE CLEARLY NUMBERED, CORRESPONDING TO SUPERSCRIPTS IN THE BODY OF YOUR TEXT. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SECTION,
WHICH COMES AT THE END OF THE DISSERTATION, LISTS ALL SOURCES CONSULTED, ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST
NAME. EACH ENTRY SHOULD BE FORMATTED CONSISTENTLY ACCORDING To CMOS GUIDELINES, WITH SPECIFIC RULES FOR
INDENTATION, PUNCTUATION, AND THE INCLUSION OF PUBLICATION DETAILS. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN A “BIBLIOGRAPHY”
(LISTING ALL SOURCES CONSULTED) AND A “REFERENCES” LIST (LISTING ONLY SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT) IS ALSO
IMPORTANT AND SHOULD BE FOLLOWED AS PER YOUR CHOSEN CHICAGO SYSTEM AND INSTITUTIONAL PREFERENCE.

IN-TexT CITATIONS AND THE W oRrks CITED/REFERENCES LIST

FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, YOUR IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE BRIEF PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES THAT MUST PRECISELY
MATCH THE ENTRIES IN YOUR REFERENCES LIST. THE REFERENCES LIST SHOULD ALSO BE ALPHABETIZED AND FORMATTED
ACCORDING TO CMOS, PROVIDING FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS FOR EACH SOURCE. FOR THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY



SYSTEM, THE IN"TEXT CITATIONS ARE THE SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS THAT CORRESPOND TO YOUR FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES. THe
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END THEN PROVIDES THE FULL CITATION DETAILS FOR EVERY NOTE. ACCURACY IN LINKING IN-TEXT
ELEMENTS TO THEIR FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES IS PARAMOUNT TO AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF MISATTRIBUTION.

ACHIEVING CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY IN YOUR DISSERTATION
CITATIONS

THE SHEER VOLUME OF SOURCES IN A DISSERTATION MAKES ACHIEVING ABSOLUTE CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY A SIGNIFICANT
UNDERT AKING. HO\X/EVER, THIS IS WHERE THE TRUE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR WORK SHINES THROUGH. SMALL ERRORS IN
CITATION CAN UNDERMINE THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR RESEARCH, NO MATTER HOW GROUNDBREAKING THE CONTENT. THEREFORE/
ADOPTING A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO CITATION MANAGEMENT IS ESSENTIAL.

CoMMON CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE DISSERTATION FORMATTING

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON CHALLENGES IS MANAGING A LARGE NUMBER OF SOURCES AND ENSURING THAT EACH IS CITED
CORRECTLY AND CONSISTENTLY. UTILIZING CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE, SUCH AS ZOTERO, MENDELEY, OR ENDNOTE/
CAN BE AN INVALUABLE TOOL. THESE PROGRAMS HELP YOU ORGANIZE YOUR SOURCES, GENERATE BIBLIOGRAPHIES
AUTOMATICALLY, AND FORMAT CITATIONS IN YOUR CHOSEN STYLE, SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCING MANUAL EFFORT AND THE
POTENTIAL FOR ERROR. ANOTHER CHALLENGE IS KEEPING TRACK OF DIFFERENT EDITIONS OF BOOKS OR ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN
DIFFERENT YEARS, ALWAYS CITE THE SPECIFIC EDITION YOU USED. FINALLY, REMEMBER THAT INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES MAY
SUPERSEDE CMOS IN CERTAIN FORMATTING ASPECTS, SO ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR UNIVERSITY'S DISSERTATION HANDBOOK
FOR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS ON MARGINS, FONT TYPES, LINE SPACING, AND PRELIMINARY PAGE FORMATTING.

THE PROCESS OF WRITING A DISSERTATION IS A MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT, AND METICULOUS ATTENTION TO YOUR CHIcAGO
STYLE CITATION GUIDE DISSERTATION REQUIREMENTS IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THAT JOURNEY. BY UNDERSTANDING THE
Two CHICAGO SYSTEMS, MASTERING THE CITATION OF DIVERSE SOURCE TYPES, ADHERING TO STRICT FORMATTING GUIDELINES,
AND EMPLOYING STRATEGIES FOR CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY, YOU LAY A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR A CREDIBLE AND WELL~
RECEIVED ACADEMIC WORK. THE EFFORT INVESTED IN CORRECT CITATION NOT ONLY UPHOLDS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY BUT ALSO
ENHANCES THE CLARITY AND IMPACT OF YOUR RESEARCH. REMEMBER TO CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE AND YOUR INSTITUTION’S SPECIFIC GUIDELINES THROUGHOUT YOUR WRITING PROCESS.

FAQ

Q: \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHICAGO FOOTNOTE/ ENDNOTE
SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR A DISSERTATION?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW CITATIONS ARE PRESENTED. | HE FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE SYSTEM USES NUMBERED NOTES
AT THE BOTTOM OF PAGES OR THE END OF THE DOCUMENT FOR FULL CITATION DETAILS, WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END. THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES BRIEF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS (AUTHOR, YEAR, PAGE) IN THE TEXT, WITH A COMPREHENSIVE
REFERENCES LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT.

QI SHOULD | USE A BIBLIOGRAPHY OR A REFERENCES LIST FOR MY DISSERTATION WHEN
USING CHICAGO STYLE?
A: THIS DEPENDS ON THE SYSTEM YOU ARE USING AND YOUR INSTITUTION'S PREFERENCE. THE NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

USES A “BIBLIOGRAPHY” LISTING ALL CONSULTED SOURCES. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES A “REFERENCES” LIST, WHICH
INCLUDES ONLY SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT. ALWAYS CONFIRM WHICH YOUR INSTITUTION REQUIRES.



Q: How Do | CITE A BOOK THAT HAS MULTIPLE EDITIONS IN MY DISSERTATION USING
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: WHEN CITING A BOOK WITH MULTIPLE EDITIONS, YOU MUST CITE THE SPECIFIC EDITION YOU CONSULTED. INCLUDE THE
PUBLICATION YEAR OF THAT PARTICULAR EDITION. IF THERE WERE SIGNIFICANT REVISIONS, IT'S GOOD PRACTICE TO NOTE THIS IF
RELEVANT TO YOUR ARGUMENT.

QZ W/HAT IS THE CORRECT WAY TO CITE A WEBSITE THAT HAS NO AUTHOR OR
PUBLICATION DATE IN A CHICAGO STYLE DISSERTATION?

A: FOR WEBSITES WITH NO AUTHOR, USE THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE AS THE AUTHOR. IF THERE IS NO
PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATED DATE, USE ”N.D.” (FOR NO DATE) AFTER THE AUTHOR OR ORGANIZATION. AL\X/AYS INCLUDE
THE URL AND AN ACCESS DATE.

Q: CAN | USE CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE FOR MY CHICAGO STYLE
DISSERTATION?

A: YES, ABSOLUTELY. CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTW ARE LIKE ZOTERO, MENDELEY, OR ENDNOTE IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR
DISSERTATIONS. THESE TOOLS CAN HELP YOU ORGANIZE YOUR SOURCES AND AUTOMATICALLY FORMAT CITATIONS AND
BIBLIOGRAPHIES ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE, GREATLY REDUCING ERRORS AND SAVING TIME.

Q: How DO | HANDLE DIRECT QUOTATIONS IN MY DISSERTATION WHEN USING THE
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: DIRECT QUOTATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRE A CITATION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE QUOTATION. FOR THE
FOOTNOTE/ENDNOTE SYSTEM, THIS IS TYPICALLY DONE WITH A FOOTNOTE OR ENDNOTE NUMBER. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM, IT'S A PARENTHETICAL CITATION INCLUDING THE AUTHOR, YEAR, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER(S) OF THE QUOTE.

QI WHAT ARE THE GENERAL RULES FOR ITALICIZING TITLES IN A CHICAGO STYLE
DISSERTATION BIBLIOGRAPHY?

A: IN CHICAGO STYLE, TITLES OF STANDALONE WORKS, SUCH AS BOOKS, JOURNALS, AND WEBSITES, ARE GENERALLY
ITALICIZED. TITLES OF SHORTER WORKS THAT ARE PART OF A LARGER COLLECTION, LIKE ARTICLES, BOOK CHAPTERS, OR
ESSAYS, ARE TYPICALLY ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS.
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