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chicago style citation guide academic articles are fundamental for academic integrity and
scholarly communication, ensuring that all sources are properly credited and allowing readers to
easily locate original works. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be
daunting, especially when focusing on its application to academic articles. This comprehensive guide
will demystify the process, covering everything from the core principles of Chicago style to the
specific nuances of citing various types of academic sources, including journal articles, books, and
electronic resources. We will explore both the Notes-Bibliography (NB) and Author-Date (AD) systems,
highlighting their unique characteristics and common use cases in academic writing. Furthermore,
this article will provide practical examples and strategies to help you confidently implement Chicago
style citation in your own scholarly endeavors.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used citation styles in the humanities,
social sciences, and certain scientific disciplines. Developed and maintained by the University of
Chicago Press, it provides comprehensive guidelines on grammar, usage, and especially citation. Its
flexibility and detailed approach make it a preferred choice for many academic institutions and
publishers. Understanding the foundational principles of CMOS is crucial before delving into specific
citation formats.

At its core, Chicago style emphasizes clarity, consistency, and accuracy in referencing. It aims to
provide readers with all the necessary information to find the sources used by the author, thereby
upholding academic honesty and enabling further research. The manual itself is a testament to this
commitment, offering detailed explanations and examples for a vast array of citation scenarios, from



ancient manuscripts to contemporary digital media.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system
and the Author-Date (AD) system. Each system serves slightly different purposes and is preferred in
different academic fields. Recognizing which system to use for your academic articles is the first step
in correctly applying Chicago style.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System
The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the
arts. It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. These notes provide the
full bibliographic information for a source the first time it is cited, and subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened. At the end of the work, a comprehensive bibliography lists all cited
sources alphabetically by author's last name.

This system allows for more flexibility in the main text, as the numbered notes do not interrupt the
flow of reading as much as parenthetical citations might. It is particularly useful when extensive
source material is used or when brief explanatory comments need to be added to the citations
without cluttering the main body of the article.

The Author-Date (AD) System
The Author-Date system is more common in the social sciences, such as sociology, psychology, and
political science. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year of
publication enclosed in parentheses (e.g., Smith 2020, 45). This is followed by a reference list at the
end of the work, which includes only the sources cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author's
last name.

The Author-Date system offers a concise way to integrate source information directly into the text,
allowing readers to immediately identify the author and publication date of a source. This can be
particularly helpful for disciplines that rely heavily on empirical research where the timeliness of
information is paramount.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Citation
Regardless of which system you employ, certain core elements are consistently required to construct
a complete and accurate Chicago style citation. These elements ensure that readers have sufficient
information to retrieve the original source. Familiarizing yourself with these components will
streamline the citation process significantly.

Essential Bibliographic Information
The fundamental pieces of information needed for any citation include the author's name, the title of



the work, publication information (such as publisher and date), and location of the information (like
page numbers). The exact order and formatting of these elements depend on the type of source and
the chosen citation system (NB or AD).

For the NB system, the author's name is typically listed in full, with the first name appearing first in
the notes but reversed (last name first) in the bibliography. For the AD system, the author's last name
is followed by their first name or initials in the reference list. Titles of books and journals are italicized,
while titles of articles or chapters are enclosed in quotation marks.

In-Text Citations
In the NB system, in-text citations are represented by superscript numbers that correspond to
footnotes or endnotes. These notes contain the source details. In the AD system, in-text citations are
parenthetical, including the author's last name and the year of publication, often followed by a page
number for specific quotes or paraphrases.

The accuracy of these in-text pointers is critical. A misplaced or incorrect number or parenthetical
citation can lead to confusion and misattribution. Therefore, meticulous attention to detail during the
drafting and revision stages is essential.

Citing Academic Journal Articles
Academic journal articles are a cornerstone of scholarly research, and correctly citing them in Chicago
style is a common requirement for students and researchers. The specific format will vary slightly
depending on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system.

Notes-Bibliography (NB) Format for Journal Articles
When citing a journal article using the Notes-Bibliography system, the note will typically include the
author's first name and last name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the title of the journal in
italics, followed by the volume number, issue number (if applicable), publication date, and the specific
page number(s) of the citation. The bibliography entry will follow a similar structure but with the
author's last name first and a more comprehensive presentation of publication details.

Example of a footnote:

1. Jane Smith, "The Impact of Climate Change on Migration Patterns," Journal of Environmental
Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 112.

Example of a bibliography entry:

Smith, Jane. "The Impact of Climate Change on Migration Patterns." Journal of Environmental Studies
45, no. 2 (Spring 2021): 110–135.

Author-Date (AD) Format for Journal Articles
In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation for a journal article is brief, typically consisting of the
author's last name and the year of publication, with page numbers for direct quotes or specific
references. The reference list entry includes the author's full name, the article title, the journal title,



volume, issue, and page range, followed by the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Smith 2021, 112)

Example of a reference list entry:

Smith, Jane. 2021. "The Impact of Climate Change on Migration Patterns." Journal of Environmental
Studies 45 (2): 110–135. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.

Citing Books and Book Chapters
Books and their individual chapters are frequently cited in academic articles. Chicago style provides
clear guidelines for referencing these common source types.

Citing Entire Books
For entire books, both the NB and AD systems require the author's name, the full title of the book
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For notes, specific
page numbers are included. In the bibliography and reference list, the author's name is reversed in
the NB system, and the publication year follows the author's name in the AD system.

Example of a footnote (NB):

2. Michael Johnson, A History of Urban Development (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 78.

Example of a bibliography entry (NB):

Johnson, Michael. A History of Urban Development. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019.

Example of an in-text citation (AD):

(Johnson 2019, 78)

Example of a reference list entry (AD):

Johnson, Michael. 2019. A history of urban development. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Citing Book Chapters or Essays in Edited Collections
When citing a chapter or essay within an edited book, you must include the author of the chapter, the
chapter title (in quotation marks), the title of the book (italicized), the editor(s) of the book, and the
page range of the chapter. The NB system will use footnotes/endnotes and a bibliography, while the
AD system will use parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list.

Example of a footnote (NB):

3. Emily Davis, "The Evolution of Modern Architecture," in Twentieth-Century Design Movements, ed.
Robert Brown (New York: Art Publications Inc., 2020), 150.

Example of a bibliography entry (NB):

Davis, Emily. "The Evolution of Modern Architecture." In Twentieth-Century Design Movements, edited
by Robert Brown, 145–170. New York: Art Publications Inc., 2020.

Example of an in-text citation (AD):



(Davis 2020, 150)

Example of a reference list entry (AD):

Davis, Emily. 2020. "The Evolution of Modern Architecture." In Twentieth-century design movements,
edited by Robert Brown, 145–170. New York: Art Publications Inc.

Citing Electronic and Online Sources
The digital age has expanded the types of sources available, and Chicago style provides robust
guidelines for citing electronic and online materials, including websites, online articles, and digital
databases.

Websites and Webpages
Citing websites typically requires the author (if available), the title of the specific page, the name of
the website, the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. For the NB system, a note and
bibliography entry are required. For the AD system, parenthetical citations and a reference list entry
are used.

Example of a footnote (NB):

4. "Global Economic Trends," World Economic Forum, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://www.weforum.org/global-trends.

Example of a bibliography entry (NB):

World Economic Forum. "Global Economic Trends." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.weforum.org/global-trends.

Online Journal Articles and Databases
When citing journal articles found online, especially those accessed through academic databases, it is
crucial to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, as this provides a stable and
persistent link to the article. The format will align with the NB or AD system for journal articles, with
the addition of the database name and URL or DOI.

Example of a note (NB) for a database article:

5. Sarah Lee, "The Psychological Effects of Social Media," Journal of Digital Psychology 18, no. 1
(2022): 45–62, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.

Example of a reference list entry (AD) for a database article:

Lee, Sarah. 2022. "The Psychological Effects of Social Media." Journal of Digital Psychology 18 (1):
45–62. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions
While Chicago style is comprehensive, certain citation scenarios can be particularly challenging.
Understanding how to address these common issues can save you considerable time and effort.



Missing Information
One frequent challenge is encountering sources with missing bibliographic information, such as no
author, no publication date, or no publisher. In such cases, Chicago style provides specific guidelines.
For example, if no author is listed, you begin the citation with the title of the work. If there is no date,
you may use "n.d." (no date) in its place.

It's also important to consult the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online
resources for the most current recommendations on handling missing data.

Multiple Authors or Editors
Citing works with multiple authors or editors requires careful adherence to specific rules. For the NB
system, typically, only the first author's name is reversed in the bibliography, with subsequent
authors listed in normal order. For the AD system, the format for multiple authors is generally
consistent across both in-text citations and reference lists, with specific rules for two, three, or more
authors. For more than ten authors in the NB bibliography, you may list the first seven and then use
an ellipsis before the last author's name.

Secondary Sources
When you cite a work that you found mentioned in another work (a secondary source), Chicago style
recommends citing the original work if possible. However, if you cannot access the original, you
should cite the secondary source that you consulted. This is often done by mentioning the original
author and work in your note or text, followed by "as quoted in" or "cited in" the secondary source
you actually read.

Example of a note (NB) for a secondary source:

6. John Doe, Original Ideas (1999), as quoted in Jane Roe, Modern Theories (2010), 55.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Citation
Adhering to Chicago style for your academic articles not only ensures compliance but also enhances
the credibility and professionalism of your work. Implementing consistent practices will make the
citation process smoother and reduce errors.

Consistency is Key
The most critical aspect of any citation style is consistency. Whichever system (NB or AD) you choose,
apply it uniformly throughout your entire academic article. Pay close attention to details such as
punctuation, capitalization, italics, and the order of elements. Inconsistency can be distracting and
may lead readers to question the thoroughness of your research.



Utilize Citation Management Tools
For lengthy academic articles or projects involving numerous sources, consider using citation
management software such as Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote. These tools can help you organize your
sources, generate citations and bibliographies automatically, and ensure adherence to Chicago style
guidelines, saving you significant time and reducing the likelihood of manual errors.

These tools can be particularly helpful in managing the complexities of different source types and
ensuring that all required elements are included. They can also assist in switching between citation
styles if needed for different assignments or publications.

Consult the Official Manual and Reliable Guides
The ultimate authority on Chicago style is The Chicago Manual of Style itself. However, its
comprehensive nature can make it challenging for everyday use. Supplement your understanding
with reputable online resources, university writing center guides, or academic style guides that
specifically address Chicago style for academic articles. Always check the publication or journal's
specific style requirements, as they may have slight variations or preferences.

Regularly referring to these resources will help you stay updated on any changes to the style and
clarify any doubts you may have regarding specific citation formats. A solid understanding of these
principles is essential for producing polished and academically sound work.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end. It is common in the humanities. The Author-Date (AD) system uses
parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a reference list at the end, and is frequently used in
the social sciences.

Q: When should I use italics versus quotation marks for titles
in Chicago style?
A: Major works like books, journals, and websites are typically italicized. Shorter works, such as
articles, chapters, or individual web pages, are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found quoted in another
source (a secondary source) using Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, you should cite the secondary source you actually consulted. In your note or
parenthetical citation, mention the original author and title if known, followed by "as quoted in" or



"cited in" the secondary source you read, including its publication details.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing online
articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that identifies a digital object, such
as an online journal article. It provides a persistent and stable link to the article, ensuring that readers
can easily access it even if the URL changes. Including the DOI is crucial for citing online scholarly
sources in Chicago style.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book with
multiple authors in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, list the first author's name in reverse order (last name, first
name), followed by the second author's name in normal order (first name, last name). For three or
more authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et al." in the notes, and in the
bibliography, list the first seven authors and then use an ellipsis before the last author's name. The
Author-Date system has slightly different conventions for multiple authors in the reference list,
generally listing them all up to a certain number or using "et al." after the first author for longer lists.

Q: What should I do if a source I need to cite is missing a
publication date?
A: If a source lacks a publication date, Chicago style dictates that you should use the abbreviation
"n.d." (for "no date") in place of the publication year. This applies to both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography/reference list.

Q: Can I use Chicago style for citing legal materials or
government documents?
A: While the Chicago Manual of Style offers general guidelines, legal citations often follow a
specialized system, typically the Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation. For government documents,
Chicago style has specific rules, but it's always advisable to check if a specific government agency or
publisher has its own preferred citation format.

Q: What is the recommended approach for in-text citations
when paraphrasing a source in Chicago style?
A: Whether using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, when paraphrasing a source, you are
still required to provide a citation. For NB, a footnote or endnote is necessary. For AD, a parenthetical
citation including the author and year is required. Page numbers are often included for paraphrases
as well, to help readers locate the specific information.
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