chicago style citation format

The Ultimate Guide to the Chicago Style Citation Format

chicago style citation format is a widely recognized and frequently employed citation system,
particularly within the humanities and social sciences. This comprehensive guide will demystify its
intricacies, offering clear explanations and practical examples for both footnote/endnote and author-
date styles. Understanding the Chicago manual of style, as it is formally known, is crucial for
academic integrity, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. We will delve into the
fundamental components of citing various sources, from books and journal articles to websites and
other digital media. Navigating this system effectively empowers researchers to present their work
with credibility and clarity, adhering to scholarly standards that promote transparency in academic
discourse. Mastering the nuances of the Chicago style ensures your research is both well-supported
and professionally presented, a cornerstone of academic excellence.
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Understanding the Two Systems: Notes and
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMS, presents two primary citation systems: the
Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. While both aim for accurate source
attribution, they differ significantly in their presentation and application. The Notes and
Bibliography system is more prevalent in the humanities, such as literature, history, and the arts. It
utilizes footnotes or endnotes within the text to cite sources, with a corresponding bibliography at
the end of the work listing all cited sources.

The Author-Date system, conversely, is more common in the social sciences, including sociology,
political science, and economics. This system embeds parenthetical citations directly into the text,
typically including the author's last name and the publication year, followed by a page number if
applicable. A reference list, organized alphabetically by author's last name, appears at the end of the
document. Choosing the appropriate system often depends on the specific requirements of an
academic discipline, journal, or instructor, making it vital to clarify which is expected before
beginning research and writing.



Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of whether you employ the Notes and Bibliography or Author-Date system, several core
principles underpin the Chicago style citation format. Accuracy and completeness are paramount;
every piece of information needed to locate the source must be present. Consistency in applying the
chosen style throughout your work is also critical. The primary goal is to enable readers to easily
find and verify the sources you have consulted, thereby lending authority and credibility to your own
research and arguments.

Key elements that generally appear in Chicago style citations include the author's name, title of the
work, publication information (publisher, place of publication, year), and page numbers where
applicable. For online sources, URLs and access dates become essential. Understanding these
fundamental building blocks is the first step toward mastering the Chicago manual of style for any
academic endeavor.

Citing Books

Citing books is a foundational skill in any citation system, and Chicago style provides clear
guidelines for doing so accurately. Whether you are using the Notes and Bibliography system or the
Author-Date system, the information required for book citations remains largely the same, though
the format of the citation itself will differ.

Book Citations in Notes and Bibliography System

In the Notes and Bibliography system, book citations appear first as numbered notes (footnotes or
endnotes) within the text and then in a bibliography at the end of the paper. The initial note for a
book typically includes the author's first and last name, the title of the book (italicized), publication
information (city of publication, publisher, and year), and specific page numbers being referenced.

e First Note Example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Everything (New York: Grand Publishing
House, 2020), 45.

e Subsequent Note Example: 2. Doe, History of Everything, 112.

e Bibliography Entry Example: Doe, Jane. The History of Everything. New York: Grand
Publishing House, 2020.

Note the use of the author's full name in the first note and bibliography, but a shortened version in
subsequent notes. The title is italicized in all instances. The bibliography entry omits page numbers
for the entire work and reverses the author's name.



Book Citations in Author-Date System

The Author-Date system integrates source information directly into the text. Citations are
parenthetical, usually appearing at the end of a sentence or clause. The bibliography at the end of
the paper is called a "Reference List" and includes a more detailed entry for each source.

¢ In-Text Citation Example: (Doe 2020, 45)

¢ Reference List Entry Example: Doe, Jane. 2020. The History of Everything. New York:
Grand Publishing House.

The in-text citation is concise, providing the author's last name, publication year, and page number.
The reference list entry is similar to the bibliography entry but places the year immediately after the
author's name. Again, consistency in italicizing the title is maintained.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic research, and the Chicago style provides specific
formats for them. The key information typically includes the author(s), article title, journal title,
volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page numbers.

Journal Articles in Notes and Bibliography System

In this system, journal articles are cited in both notes and the bibliography. The note will include the
author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and
issue numbers, the year of publication, and specific page numbers.

e First Note Example: 3. John Smith, "The Evolution of Modern Thought," Journal of
Intellectual History 15, no. 2 (Spring 2019): 78.

¢ Subsequent Note Example: 4. Smith, "Evolution of Modern Thought," 82.

e Bibliography Entry Example: Smith, John. "The Evolution of Modern Thought." Journal of
Intellectual History 15, no. 2 (Spring 2019): 75-90.

The bibliography entry omits the specific page number being cited and includes the full range of
pages for the article. The journal title is italicized, and the article title is enclosed in quotation
marks.



Journal Articles in Author-Date System

The Author-Date system requires parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list entry for journal
articles.

¢ In-Text Citation Example: (Smith 2019, 78)

e Reference List Entry Example: Smith, John. 2019. "The Evolution of Modern Thought."
Journal of Intellectual History 15 (2): 75-90.

The reference list entry format is similar to the Notes system but places the year after the author's
name. Note that the volume and issue are presented slightly differently, and the page range is
included.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital age has introduced a vast array of online resources, and the Chicago style citation format
offers guidelines for citing them. Key information for websites typically includes the author or
organization responsible, the title of the specific page or article, the website name, a URL, and the
date of access.

Websites in Notes and Bibliography System

For online resources in the Notes and Bibliography system, the note should include the author, title
of the specific page or article, website name, and the URL. It is also crucial to include the date you
accessed the material, as online content can change or disappear.

e Note Example: 5. "Understanding Citation Styles," Chicago Manual of Style Online, accessed
May 15, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/styles citation.html.

e Bibliography Entry Example: "Understanding Citation Styles." Chicago Manual of Style
Online. Accessed May 15, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/styles citation.html.

The bibliography entry omits the specific access date unless there is no publication date available.
The title of the page is usually placed in quotation marks, and the website name is sometimes
italicized or treated as part of the publication information.



Websites in Author-Date System

In the Author-Date system, online resource citations require a reference list entry. The in-text
citation will depend on whether an author or an organization is listed as the source. If no author is
available, the title of the page or website may be used in place of the author's name.

¢ Reference List Entry Example (with author): Doe, Jane. 2022. "Digital Archiving
Practices." History Hub. Accessed May 15, 2023.
https://www.historyhub.com/digital-archiving.

¢ Reference List Entry Example (without author): "Digital Archiving Practices." 2022.
History Hub. Accessed May 15, 2023. https://www.historyhub.com/digital-archiving.

The in-text citation would follow standard Author-Date format, e.g., (Doe 2022) or ("Digital Archiving
Practices" 2022).

Citing Other Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, academic research often involves a variety of other source
materials. The Chicago style citation format provides specific guidance for citing a wide range of
these, ensuring comprehensive and accurate referencing across different media.

Audiovisual Materials

When citing films, documentaries, or other audiovisual works, you'll typically include the director,
title (italicized), production company, and year of release. For specific points, you might include time
stamps.

¢ Note Example: 6. Directed by Christopher Nolan, Inception (Burbank, CA: Warner Bros.
Pictures, 2010), DVD.

e Bibliography Entry Example: Nolan, Christopher, director. Inception. Burbank, CA: Warner
Bros. Pictures, 2010. DVD.

¢ Author-Date Reference List Example: Nolan, Christopher, director. 2010. Inception.
Burbank, CA: Warner Bros. Pictures.



Interviews

Citing interviews, whether conducted by the researcher or published, requires detailing the
interviewee, the interviewer (if applicable), the date, and the format or location of the interview.

e Note Example: 7. Interview with Alice Brown, by Robert Green, April 10, 2021, phone
interview.

e Bibliography Entry Example: Brown, Alice. Interview by Robert Green. April 10, 2021.
Phone interview.

e Author-Date Reference List Example: Brown, Alice. 2021. Interview by Robert Green. April
10, 2021. Phone interview.

Reports and Dissertations

Formal reports and dissertations/theses are also common sources. They require information about
the author, title, type of document, and where it was published or presented.

e Note Example: 8. United Nations, World Economic Outlook (New York: United Nations
Publications, 2018), 25.

e Bibliography Entry Example: United Nations. World Economic Outlook. New York: United
Nations Publications, 2018.

e Author-Date Reference List Example: United Nations. 2018. World Economic Outlook. New
York: United Nations Publications.

These examples illustrate the adaptable nature of the Chicago style, ensuring that all consulted
sources are appropriately acknowledged.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style

One of the most crucial aspects of adhering to any citation style, including the Chicago style citation
format, is unwavering consistency. Whether you opt for the Notes and Bibliography system or the
Author-Date system, it is imperative to apply the chosen format uniformly throughout your entire
document. Inconsistent formatting can lead to confusion for readers and can detract from the overall
professionalism and academic rigor of your work.



This consistency extends to every element of the citation. For instance, if you choose to abbreviate
certain terms in your bibliography (e.g., "no." for number), you must do so for every instance.
Similarly, if you consistently italicize book titles, ensure this is done without exception. The Chicago
manual of style emphasizes that consistency is key to a clear and credible presentation of your
research. By meticulously applying the rules of the Chicago style, you demonstrate attention to
detail and a commitment to academic integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Citation Format

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes and Bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, with a full bibliography at the end. The Author-Date
system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite an edited book in Chicago style?

A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, the first note includes the editor's name followed by "ed."
(or "eds."), the book title, publication details, and page number. The bibliography entry reverses the
editor's name and omits the page number. In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would
list the editor(s) and year, followed by the title and publication information.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style if
there is no author listed?

A: If no author is listed for a website, you can begin the citation with the title of the specific page or
article, followed by the website name, and then the URL and access date. In the Author-Date system,
the title of the page often stands in for the author in both the in-text citation and reference list.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every source in the
bibliography/reference list?

A: Generally, you do not need to include page numbers for entire works (like books) in the
bibliography or reference list. Page numbers are typically included in notes (for the specific passage
cited) or in-text citations when referring to specific parts of a source. For journal articles, the full
page range of the article is included.

Q: How do I cite multiple authors in Chicago style?

A: For two authors, list both names in the order they appear on the title page. For three or more



authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others) in both notes and the
bibliography/reference list.

Q: Is it acceptable to abbreviate journal titles in Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends spelling out journal titles in full in both notes
and bibliographies/reference lists to ensure clarity and ease of retrieval for readers. Abbreviations
are usually reserved for very specific contexts or when explicitly permitted by a publisher.

Q: What is the correct order of elements in a Chicago style
book citation?

A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, a typical book citation in a note is: Author First Name Last
Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. In the bibliography, it's:
Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. For Author-Date,
it's: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher.
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