
chicago style citation examples university
papers
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style in academic settings,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences, and understanding its intricacies is crucial for
crafting polished university papers. Navigating the specific requirements for Chicago style citation
examples for university papers can seem daunting, but this comprehensive guide aims to demystify
the process. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS, focusing on its two distinct
systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. This article will provide clear, detailed examples for
citing a variety of common sources, including books, journal articles, websites, and more, ensuring
students can accurately attribute their sources and avoid plagiarism. Mastery of these examples will
significantly enhance the academic integrity and credibility of your scholarly work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive style guide that provides rules and
recommendations for writing and citation. Developed and maintained by the University of Chicago
Press, it is highly respected and frequently utilized in academic publishing. CMOS is known for its
thoroughness, covering everything from grammar and punctuation to manuscript preparation and
citation formats. For university papers, adherence to CMOS ensures consistency, clarity, and proper
acknowledgment of all sourced material, which is fundamental to academic integrity.

There are two primary systems within the Chicago Manual of Style for referencing sources: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The choice between these two often depends
on the specific discipline or the requirements of the professor or publication. Both systems aim to
provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original source material, thereby allowing
for verification and further research. Understanding the nuances of each system is paramount for
students to accurately present their research.



The Notes-Bibliography System: A Detailed Look

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes within
the text to cite sources, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This
system is particularly prevalent in disciplines such as history, literature, and the arts. The advantage
of this system is that it allows for more detailed annotations and can accommodate lengthy source
information without disrupting the flow of the main text. For university papers, this system offers a
sophisticated way to present research.

In-Text Citations (Notes)

In the notes-bibliography system, the first time a source is cited, a full note is generated. Subsequent
citations of the same source are typically shortened to include only the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. This practice helps to keep the notes concise while still
providing enough information for the reader to identify the source and its location. The numbering
of notes should be sequential throughout the paper.

Here are some common examples of notes:

Book: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020),
45.

Journal Article: 2. John Smith, "The Evolution of Academic Writing," Journal of Scholarly
Practice 15, no. 2 (2019): 112.

Website: 3. "About the Chicago Manual of Style," The Chicago Manual of Style Online,
accessed March 15, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

The Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted
and cited within the text. Unlike the notes, the bibliography entries are not numbered. Each entry
provides complete publication information, allowing readers to easily locate the original sources.
The formatting of bibliography entries is similar to the notes but differs in punctuation and the order
of some elements.

Here are common bibliography examples corresponding to the notes above:

Doe, Jane. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2
(2019): 105-120.



"About the Chicago Manual of Style." The Chicago Manual of Style Online. Accessed March 15,
2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

Common Source Types in Notes-Bibliography Format

Accurately citing various types of sources is a cornerstone of producing high-quality academic work.
The notes-bibliography system offers specific guidelines for each format to ensure clarity and
completeness. Understanding these formats will help you correctly attribute all information
gathered for your university papers.

Books

Single Author:
Note: 1. Author Last Name, Book Title (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Two or More Authors:
Note: 1. Author Last Name, Author First Name, and Second Author Last Name, Book Title
(City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, Author First Name, Author First Name Second Last Name,
and Third Author First Name Third Author Last Name. Book Title. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Edited Book:
Note: 1. Editor First Name Last Name, ed., Book Title (City of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number.

Bibliography: Editor First Name Last Name, ed. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Journal Articles

Single Author:
Note: 1. Author Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Number.



Bibliography: Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Range.

Article with DOI:
Note: 1. Author Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Number, DOI.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Range. DOI.

Websites

General Web Page:
Note: 1. "Page Title," Website Name, Publication Date or Last Modified Date, accessed Access
Date, URL.

Bibliography: "Page Title." Website Name. Publication Date or Last Modified Date. Accessed
Access Date. URL.

Author Provided:
Note: 1. Author Last Name, "Page Title," Website Name, Publication Date, accessed Access
Date, URL.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Page Title." Website Name. Publication
Date. Accessed Access Date. URL.

The Author-Date System: An Alternative Approach

The author-date system is another widely used referencing method within the Chicago Manual of
Style. This system relies on brief in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of
publication, along with page numbers when directly quoting or paraphrasing specific information. A
comprehensive reference list, alphabetically arranged by author's last name, is provided at the end
of the paper, containing full bibliographic details for all cited sources. This system is often preferred
in the social sciences and natural sciences.



In-Text Citations (Author-Date)

In the author-date system, in-text citations are integrated directly into the prose. When you refer to
a source, you immediately follow it with parenthetical information containing the author's last name
and the year of publication. If you are referencing a specific part of the source, such as a direct
quote or a particular idea, you should also include the page number(s).

Here are some common examples of in-text citations:

When discussing a general concept from a book: (Doe 2020).

When directly quoting from a book: (Doe 2020, 45).

When referencing a journal article: (Smith 2019).

When referencing a specific point from a journal article: (Smith 2019, 115).

When citing a website with a publication date: ("About the Chicago Manual of Style" 2023).

The Reference List

The reference list in the author-date system serves a similar purpose to the bibliography in the
notes-bibliography system: it provides full details for all sources cited in the text. The entries are
alphabetized by the author's last name. The formatting of these entries is specific to the author-date
system and differs from the notes-bibliography format in the placement of the publication year and
punctuation.

Here are common reference list examples corresponding to the in-text citations above:

Doe, Jane. 2020. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Smith, John. 2019. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15 (2):
105-120.

"About the Chicago Manual of Style." 2023. The Chicago Manual of Style Online. Accessed
March 15, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

Common Source Types in Author-Date Format

The author-date system requires precise formatting for various source types to ensure clarity and
easy retrieval for readers. Whether citing a book, a journal article, or an online resource, following



the specific conventions of this system is essential for maintaining academic rigor in your university
papers.

Books

Single Author:
In-text: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Two or More Authors:
In-text: (Author Last Name and Second Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Author Last Name, Author First Name, Author First Name Second Last Name,
and Third Author First Name Third Author Last Name. Year. Book Title. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Edited Book:
In-text: (Editor Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Editor First Name Last Name, ed. Year. Book Title. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Journal Articles

Single Author:
In-text: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume (Issue): Page Range.

Article with DOI:
In-text: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume (Issue): Page Range. DOI.



Websites

General Web Page:
In-text: ("Page Title" Year)

Reference List: "Page Title." Year. Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Author Provided:
In-text: (Author Last Name Year)

Reference List: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Page Title." Website Name.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Key Differences and When to Use Each System

The fundamental difference between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems lies in their
presentation of in-text citations and the overall structure of the reference section. The notes-
bibliography system uses numbered notes and a bibliography, lending itself well to detailed
scholarly apparatus and extensive annotation, making it a preferred choice for many humanities
disciplines. Conversely, the author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations and a reference
list, which is often more streamlined and practical for disciplines where a quick indication of the
source and date is sufficient, such as in scientific fields.

When selecting which system to employ for your university papers, always consult the specific
guidelines provided by your instructor, department, or the journal to which you intend to submit
your work. Consistency within your chosen system is paramount. Misapplication of either system can
lead to confusion for your readers and detract from the overall professionalism of your academic
writing.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Citations

Beyond the basic structure of notes, bibliographies, and reference lists, the Chicago Manual of Style
dictates precise formatting rules for capitalization, punctuation, italics, and the order of elements
within each citation. These details, while seemingly minor, are critical for maintaining a professional
and consistent presentation in your university papers. For instance, book titles and journal titles are
italicized, while article titles are enclosed in quotation marks.

Pay close attention to the use of commas, periods, and parentheses. The specific placement of
publication information, such as the city of publication and the publisher, also follows established
conventions. When citing multiple authors, the format for the first and subsequent authors can differ



between notes and the bibliography/reference list. Diligent review of the CMOS manual or reputable
online guides is recommended for any citation you are unsure about. Small errors in formatting can
cumulatively affect the perceived quality of your research.

The process of citing sources accurately is an integral part of academic research and writing. By
understanding and applying the Chicago style citation examples for university papers, students can
effectively credit their sources, enhance the credibility of their arguments, and demonstrate a
commitment to scholarly integrity. Whether you opt for the notes-bibliography system or the author-
date system, meticulous attention to detail will ensure your work meets the highest academic
standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical
citations with the author's last name and publication year. Both systems conclude with a
comprehensive list of cited sources at the end of the paper, a bibliography or reference list,
respectively.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system for my university papers?
A: The choice often depends on your academic discipline or the specific requirements of your
instructor or publication. The notes-bibliography system is traditionally favored in the humanities
(like literature and history), while the author-date system is more common in the social and natural
sciences. Always check your assignment guidelines or departmental style requirements.

Q: How do I cite a book with more than two authors in Chicago
style notes-bibliography?
A: For the first note, list all authors. For subsequent notes, you can list the first author followed by
"et al." In the bibliography, list all authors for up to ten authors; for eleven or more, list the first
seven followed by "et al."

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style if
no specific author is listed?
A: If no author is listed, begin the citation with the title of the webpage. The entry in the notes-
bibliography system will start with the page title in quotation marks, followed by the website name,
publication/access date, and URL. In the author-date system, the title in quotation marks functions



as the author element in the in-text citation and reference list.

Q: How do I shorten a citation in a subsequent note in the
notes-bibliography system?
A: After the first full citation of a source, subsequent citations of the same source are shortened.
Typically, this includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's a book or
article), and the specific page number(s). For example: Doe, History of Citation Styles, 55.

Q: What is the role of the DOI in Chicago style citations?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies an electronic
document. Including the DOI in your citations, particularly for journal articles, provides a stable and
persistent link to the article, making it easier for readers to locate the source online. It is generally
placed at the end of the citation.

Q: Can I use online citation generators for Chicago style?
A: Online citation generators can be a helpful starting point, but they should not be relied upon
exclusively. It is crucial to always cross-reference the generated citations with a current edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style or a reputable academic style guide to ensure accuracy and adherence
to all formatting rules. Manual checking is essential for university papers.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you would cite the chapter author and title, then "in," followed
by the editor(s) and the book title. In the author-date system, the structure is similar, with the
chapter author and title first, followed by the editor(s) and book details. The page numbers for the
specific chapter are crucial.
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