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Chicago Style Citation Examples for Research Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citation examples research papers are crucial for academic integrity and scholarly
communication, ensuring proper attribution of sources and allowing readers to locate original works.
This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for research
papers, providing clear examples and detailed explanations for various source types. Understanding
these citation practices is fundamental for students and researchers aiming to present their work
professionally and adhere to academic standards. We will explore the two primary systems within
Chicago: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, with a focus on practical
application in research papers, covering common source materials like books, journal articles,
websites, and more.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive
recommendations for manuscript preparation and citation. It is particularly prevalent in the
humanities and some social sciences, providing a framework for clear, consistent, and accurate
academic writing. Researchers often choose Chicago style for its flexibility and its emphasis on
providing readers with the necessary information to trace sources. Unlike some other styles that
prioritize brevity, CMOS allows for detailed bibliographic information, enhancing the reader’s ability to
verify and explore the cited material.

The manual itself is a voluminous work, covering everything from grammar and punctuation to the
intricacies of manuscript editing and, of course, citation. Its recommendations are not rigid rules but
rather guidelines designed to promote clarity and uniformity. Adhering to CMOS ensures that your
research paper is not only well-written but also ethically sound, giving credit where it is due. For many
academic institutions and journals, following CMOS accurately is a non-negotiable requirement for
publication or submission.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style Citation



The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, each serving slightly different
purposes and preferred in different academic disciplines. Understanding the core differences between
these two systems is the first step in correctly applying Chicago style to your research paper. Both
systems aim to achieve the same goal: to provide accurate and clear attribution to sources. The
choice between them often depends on the specific requirements of your professor, institution, or the
journal to which you are submitting your work.

The primary distinction lies in how source information is presented within the text and in the
bibliography. One system emphasizes footnotes or endnotes, while the other relies on parenthetical
in-text citations. Familiarity with both will equip you to handle various academic contexts effectively.

Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes within
the text of the research paper. Each note corresponds to a superscript number placed after the
relevant passage. These notes provide the full citation details for the first mention of a source and can
include shorter versions or page numbers for subsequent citations. This system is frequently favored
in history and some literary studies.

Following the notes, a comprehensive bibliography is presented at the end of the paper. The
bibliography lists all the sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by the author's last name. This dual
approach allows for detailed explanations and elaborations in the notes while maintaining a clean and
uncluttered main text. It also offers a more discursive way of engaging with sources, allowing for
comments or comparisons within the notes themselves.

Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, as the name suggests, utilizes parenthetical in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the year of publication. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020,
15). This system is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences, where quick
identification of the source and its publication date is often paramount for understanding the context
of the research. It offers a more streamlined approach to in-text referencing.

Complementing the in-text citations, a reference list is provided at the end of the paper. This list
contains all the sources cited in the text, again alphabetized by author's last name. The reference list
entries typically include the author, year, title, and publication information, providing the necessary
details for readers to locate the full source. This system is generally considered more concise for in-
text citations.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System Examples

The Notes-Bibliography system in Chicago style involves two main components: the notes (footnotes
or endnotes) and the bibliography. Crafting accurate citations in both is essential. The formatting for
notes and bibliography entries differs slightly, with notes often providing more complete publication
details on the first mention and subsequent notes being abbreviated.



When citing for the first time, the note should include all necessary information. Subsequent citations
to the same source can be shortened, typically using the author's last name and a page number, or a
shortened title if the author's name is not unique. The bibliography provides a consolidated list of all
sources used.

Footnote/Endnote Examples

Here are examples of common source types formatted as footnotes or endnotes. Note the difference
between the first and subsequent notes for the same source.

Book:

First Footnote/Endnote: 1. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2019),
45.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote: 2. Doe, Art of Citation, 78.

Journal Article:

First Footnote/Endnote: 3. John Smith, "Digital Humanities in Practice," Journal of Digital
Scholarship 15, no. 2 (2021): 112, https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote: 4. Smith, "Digital Humanities," 115.

Website:

First Footnote/Endnote: 5. "About the Chicago Manual of Style," The University of Chicago
Press, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote: 6. "About the Chicago Manual of Style."

Bibliography Examples

The bibliography should include all sources cited in your notes, formatted in a standardized way.
These entries are typically single-spaced within each entry and double-spaced between entries.
Authors' names are inverted for the first author only.

Book:



Doe, Jane. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press, 2019.

Journal Article:

Smith, John. "Digital Humanities in Practice." Journal of Digital Scholarship 15, no. 2 (2021):
110–25. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Website:

"About the Chicago Manual of Style." The University of Chicago Press. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System Examples

The Author-Date system is characterized by in-text citations and a reference list. This system provides
a concise way to refer to sources directly within the body of your research paper, making it easy for
readers to track your references.

The in-text citations usually include the author's last name and the year of publication. For direct
quotes, a page number is also included. The reference list at the end of the paper provides full
bibliographic details for each source.

In-Text Citation Examples

In-text citations in the Author-Date system are brief and designed not to interrupt the flow of your
writing. They are typically placed at the end of a sentence or clause, enclosed in parentheses.

For a general reference to a work:

The impact of digital tools on scholarship is undeniable (Smith 2021).

For a direct quote:

As Smith notes, "Digital tools have revolutionized research methodologies" (Smith 2021, 112).

When the author's name is part of the sentence:

Smith (2021) argues that digital tools have revolutionized research methodologies.

For a source with no author (use a shortened title):

Recent developments in citation practices highlight the importance of clarity (About the Chicago
Manual of Style).



Reference List Examples

The reference list is an alphabetized compilation of all the sources cited in your paper. Each entry
provides complete publication information, allowing readers to find the original works. The format is
similar to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system but crucially includes the publication year
prominently.

Book:

Doe, Jane. 2019. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press.

Journal Article:

Smith, John. 2021. "Digital Humanities in Practice." Journal of Digital Scholarship 15, no. 2:
110–25. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.987654.

Website:

"About the Chicago Manual of Style." 2023. The University of Chicago Press. Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.

Key Differences and When to Use Each System

The choice between the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system for your research
paper hinges on several factors, including disciplinary conventions, instructor preferences, and the
nature of your research. While both systems achieve the goal of proper attribution, they do so
through distinct mechanisms.

The Notes-Bibliography system is often preferred in disciplines where extensive commentary,
digressions, or supplementary explanations are common. The flexibility of footnotes allows for
tangents or detailed contextual information without disrupting the main narrative flow. Conversely,
the Author-Date system is favored in fields that prioritize the chronology of research and require quick
identification of the source's publication date. This system keeps the focus squarely on the content
and its temporal context.

Citing Various Source Types in Chicago Style

Beyond books and journal articles, research papers often incorporate a wide array of source
materials. Mastering the Chicago style citation examples for these varied formats is crucial for
comprehensive and accurate academic writing. Each type of source has specific elements that must
be included in the citation to provide readers with sufficient information to locate it.

Whether you are citing a newspaper article, a chapter in an edited book, a conference paper, or a
podcast, adhering to the specific formatting guidelines will ensure your research is credible and



professionally presented. Pay close attention to the punctuation, order of elements, and the use of
italics or quotation marks.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style requires providing the author(s), title, publication city, publisher, and
year. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note includes all this information, followed by a
page number. Subsequent notes are abbreviated. In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry
includes the year prominently.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, Book):

Note: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

Bibliography: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals.
New York: Penguin Press, 2006.

Example (Author-Date, Book):

Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York:
Penguin Press.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves including the author(s), article title, journal title, volume and issue
numbers, publication year, and page numbers. If available, a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL
should also be included, particularly for online articles.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, Journal Article):

Note: 2. Sarah Johnson, "The Evolution of Open Access Publishing," Scholarly
Communication Review 8, no. 1 (2018): 35, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/scr.2018.1234.

Bibliography: Johnson, Sarah. "The Evolution of Open Access Publishing." Scholarly
Communication Review 8, no. 1 (2018): 30–45. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/scr.2018.1234.

Example (Author-Date, Journal Article):

Johnson, Sarah. 2018. "The Evolution of Open Access Publishing." Scholarly Communication
Review 8, no. 1: 30–45. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/scr.2018.1234.



Websites and Webpages

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. Include as much information as is available,
such as the author (if any), title of the specific page, name of the website, publisher (if different from
the website name), date of publication or last update, and the URL. A retrieval date is also
recommended, especially for content that may change.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, Webpage):

Note: 3. "Understanding Citation Styles," The Academic Writing Center, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.writingcenter.edu/citation-styles.

Bibliography: "Understanding Citation Styles." The Academic Writing Center. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.writingcenter.edu/citation-styles.

Example (Author-Date, Webpage):

"Understanding Citation Styles." 2023. The Academic Writing Center. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.writingcenter.edu/citation-styles.

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter from a larger work edited by someone else, you need to cite the chapter's
author, the chapter title, the book's editor(s), the book title, and the page numbers for the chapter,
along with the publication details of the book.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, Chapter):

Note: 4. David Lee, "The Historical Context of Citation," in Academic Integrity in the 21st
Century, ed. Emily Chen (London: University Publishing House, 2020), 150–75.

Bibliography: Lee, David. "The Historical Context of Citation." In Academic Integrity in the
21st Century, edited by Emily Chen, 145–80. London: University Publishing House, 2020.

Example (Author-Date, Chapter):

Lee, David. 2020. "The Historical Context of Citation." In Academic Integrity in the 21st Century,
edited by Emily Chen, 145–80. London: University Publishing House.



Common Challenges and Best Practices in Chicago
Citation

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style citation can present challenges for even experienced
researchers. Common pitfalls include inconsistent formatting, misinterpretation of the two systems,
and difficulty with less common source types. Developing good habits and understanding best
practices can mitigate these issues and ensure the accuracy of your research papers.

The most significant challenge is often maintaining consistency. Whether you choose the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system, it is paramount to apply the chosen system uniformly throughout
your entire document. Inconsistencies can detract from the professionalism of your work and may
lead to grading deductions or rejections from publishers.

Maintaining Consistency

Consistency is the cornerstone of effective citation. This applies not only to the chosen system but
also to the formatting of elements within each citation. For example, ensure that the capitalization,
punctuation, and the inclusion or exclusion of certain details (like retrieval dates for websites) are
uniform across all your references.

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, pay special attention to the distinction between the first
note and subsequent notes for a source. Similarly, in the Author-Date system, ensure that in-text
citations always include the author and year, and add page numbers for direct quotes.

Handling Complex Sources

Some sources, such as unpublished manuscripts, interviews, government documents, or multimedia
content, can be particularly tricky to cite correctly. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for
these, but it often requires careful interpretation and adaptation. Always refer to the latest edition of
the CMOS or consult reliable online resources when encountering such materials.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than less. The goal is to give your
reader the best possible chance of locating the source material. If a particular piece of information is
unavailable for a source, it is generally acceptable to omit it, but do not invent information.

Utilizing Citation Management Tools

While not a substitute for understanding the rules, citation management tools can be invaluable for
organizing your sources and generating citations. Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can
help you keep track of your bibliography and insert citations into your document. However, it is
crucial to review the output from these tools to ensure accuracy, as they can sometimes make errors.

These tools can significantly reduce the time spent on formatting citations, allowing you to focus more
on the research and writing itself. They are particularly helpful for large projects or when you need to
manage a substantial number of references. Regularly updating these tools and familiarizing yourself



with their specific Chicago style settings is recommended.

Mastering Chicago Style Citation for Research Papers

Achieving mastery in Chicago style citation for research papers is an ongoing process that combines
diligent study with practical application. The ability to cite sources accurately and consistently is a
hallmark of responsible scholarship and enhances the credibility of your work. By understanding the
core principles of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and by practicing with a
variety of source types, you can confidently present your research.

Remember that citation is not merely a technical exercise; it is an integral part of academic discourse
that acknowledges the contributions of others and builds upon existing knowledge. Continuously
referring to style guides and seeking clarification when needed will solidify your expertise in Chicago
style citation examples for research papers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems?
A: The main difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations with the author's last name and publication year.

Q: When should I choose the Chicago Notes-Bibliography
system over the Author-Date system for my research paper?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in humanities disciplines like history and
literature, where explanatory notes can enrich the text. The Author-Date system is more common in
social sciences and natural sciences. Always check your instructor's or publisher's guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there is no
author listed?
A: If no author is listed, start the citation with the title of the specific webpage. If there's no author
and no title, you can start with the name of the website or organization. Ensure you include as much
publication information as possible, including the URL and access date.

Q: What is a DOI, and when should I include it in my Chicago



style citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent link to an online scholarly article. You should
include the DOI in your Chicago style citations for journal articles whenever it is available, as it
provides a more stable reference than a URL.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book with
multiple authors in Chicago style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, invert the first author's name and list subsequent authors
normally. For the Author-Date system, the order remains the same in the reference list. The number
of authors you list can vary depending on the specific Chicago style edition, but generally, list up to
ten authors, and for more than ten, list the first author followed by "et al."

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations in my footnotes for
frequently cited sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system, you can use shortened forms for sources cited multiple
times after the first full citation. This typically includes the author's last name and a shortened title, or
just the author's last name and page number if the title is clear.

Q: How do I cite a source that I accessed through a university
library's database?
A: Treat the source as you normally would (e.g., a journal article or book). Include the DOI or URL
provided by the database if available, or the database name and accession number if it's a unique
identifier. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance for database sources.

Q: What is the purpose of a retrieval date in Chicago style
citations, especially for websites?
A: A retrieval date (or accessed date) is included for online sources, particularly websites, that may be
subject to change or deletion. It indicates the date on which the researcher last viewed the content,
providing context for the information cited.
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