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Mastering Chicago Style Citation for Newspaper Articles

chicago style citation examples newspaper article form a critical component of
academic and journalistic integrity, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to
easily locate the sources you've consulted. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
process, providing clear, detailed examples and explanations for citing newspaper articles
within the Chicago Manual of Style. Whether you are a student, researcher, or writer,
understanding these nuances is paramount for avoiding plagiarism and bolstering the
credibility of your work. We will delve into the essential elements of a Chicago-style
citation for newspapers, covering both in-text citations and the bibliography, and address
common scenarios you might encounter, such as online articles, opinion pieces, and
international publications.
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Understanding the Importance of Chicago Style Citations for Newspapers

Accurate citation is the bedrock of scholarly communication and ethical writing. In the
context of newspaper articles, Chicago style provides a standardized framework for
acknowledging the original authors and publications, thereby giving credit where it is due.
This practice is not merely a formality; it is a crucial element in building trust with your
audience and demonstrating your commitment to academic honesty. Furthermore, well-
formatted citations empower your readers to verify your information, explore your sources
further, and engage with the original reporting. Chicago style, with its flexible approach
favoring either notes and bibliography or author-date, offers a robust system for this
purpose.

Why Proper Attribution Matters

Proper attribution shields you from accusations of plagiarism, a serious academic and
professional offense. When you cite your sources, you are essentially stating that the
ideas, facts, or direct quotations you are presenting belong to someone else. This builds
your own credibility by showing you have conducted thorough research and engaged with
existing knowledge. For newspaper articles specifically, this means acknowledging the
journalists, editors, and publications that brought the information to light.

Chicago Style's Flexibility



The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is renowned for its adaptability, offering two
primary citation systems: notes and bibliography, and author-date. For citing newspaper
articles, both systems function effectively, though the notes and bibliography system is
more traditionally associated with humanities disciplines and often preferred for detailed
scholarly work. This guide will focus primarily on the notes and bibliography system,
which is widely adopted in fields that frequently engage with journalistic sources.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Newspaper Citation

Whether you are creating an in-text citation or a full bibliography entry, certain core
pieces of information are essential for accurately citing a newspaper article in Chicago
style. Identifying and gathering these elements from the original source is the first step
towards correct citation.

Essential Information to Gather

When you locate a newspaper article you wish to cite, be sure to record the following
details:

Author(s) full name(s)

Full title of the article

Name of the newspaper (italicized)

Date of publication (month, day, year)

Page number(s) where the article appears

URL (if accessed online)

Date of access (if accessed online)

Newspaper Name and Publication Date

The name of the newspaper is a crucial identifier. In Chicago style, newspaper titles are
typically italicized in both notes and bibliography entries. The publication date provides a
temporal anchor for the information, helping readers understand its context. Be precise
with the date, including the day and month.

Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Newspaper Articles

In the notes and bibliography system, Chicago style uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations. These notes provide a concise reference to the source, with full bibliographic
details reserved for the bibliography at the end of the work.



Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to direct the reader to
the source. A superscript number in the text, corresponding to the note number, indicates
a citation.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References

The format of a note changes between the first time a source is cited and any subsequent
times. The first note provides a more complete citation, while later notes use a shortened
form for the same source.

Example of a First Note

For a newspaper article, the first note typically includes the author's first name and last
name, the title of the article, the name of the newspaper, the publication date, and the
page number(s).

1. Jane Doe, "Local Council Debates New Zoning Laws," The City Chronicle, October 26,
2023, 3.

Example of a Subsequent Note

After the first full citation, subsequent notes for the same article can be significantly
shorter, usually including the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title,
and the page number.

2. Doe, "Local Council Debates," 5.

Citing Online Newspaper Articles in Notes

When citing an online newspaper article, you will include the URL and the date of access.
The format remains similar to a print article, but with the addition of these digital
identifiers.

3. John Smith, "Tech Giant Unveils New Gadget," Global Times, November 1, 2023,
https://www.globaltimes.com/tech/new-gadget-release. Accessed November 5, 2023.



Chicago Style Bibliography Entries for Newspaper
Articles

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your paper, provides a comprehensive list of all
sources consulted, presented in a consistent and organized manner. Each entry for a
newspaper article should contain all the necessary information for a reader to locate the
original publication.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry

A Chicago-style bibliography entry for a newspaper article generally follows a specific
order: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day,
Year. Page number(s).

Bibliography Entry for a Print Newspaper Article

This format is straightforward and includes all the essential bibliographic details.

Doe, Jane. "Local Council Debates New Zoning Laws." The City Chronicle, October 26,
2023, p. 3.

Bibliography Entry for an Online Newspaper Article

For online articles, the URL and access date are critical additions.

Smith, John. "Tech Giant Unveils New Gadget." Global Times, November 1, 2023.
https://www.globaltimes.com/tech/new-gadget-release. Accessed November 5, 2023.

Handling Articles Without Authors

If a newspaper article lacks a named author, the entry begins with the title of the article.

"City Celebrates Annual Harvest Festival." Local Gazette, September 15, 2023, 1.

Variations and Special Cases in Newspaper Article
Citation

Newspaper articles come in various forms, and Chicago style provides guidance for citing



them accurately, even in less common scenarios. Understanding these variations ensures
consistency and completeness in your citations.

Citing Opinion Pieces and Editorials

Opinion pieces and editorials are distinct from news reporting and should be cited
accordingly. The key is to clearly identify them as opinion pieces.

Example of an Editorial Citation

For an editorial, you might indicate the section or simply the nature of the piece.

Doe, Jane. "Our City's Future: A Call to Action." Opinion. The City Chronicle, October 27,
2023, B1.

International Newspapers

Citing newspapers from other countries follows the same principles, but it's crucial to
ensure the publication name and date are presented clearly.

Miller, David. "European Union Faces Economic Challenges." The London Times,
November 2, 2023, 12.

Articles from Online Archives and Databases

When using archival sources or databases, it's important to include information that helps
the reader access the exact version you consulted.

Example with an Archival DOI

If a digital object identifier (DOI) is available, it is preferred over a URL.

Johnson, Emily. "Forgotten History of the Silk Road." World History Review, January 15,
1998. doi:10.1080/01234567.2023.1234567.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Newspaper Citations

Even with clear guidelines, writers can sometimes stumble when creating Chicago-style



citations for newspaper articles. Being aware of common pitfalls can help you produce
accurate and professional work.

Inconsistent Formatting

Perhaps the most frequent error is inconsistency. Ensure that all your notes and
bibliography entries follow the same format throughout your document. Pay close
attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements.

Missing Essential Information

Failing to include crucial details like the author's name, article title, or publication date
renders a citation incomplete and potentially unhelpful. Always double-check that you
have all the necessary components.

Incorrect Use of Italics and Quotation Marks

In Chicago style, newspaper titles are italicized, while article titles are enclosed in
quotation marks. Reversing this or failing to apply them correctly is a common oversight.

Not Differentiating Between Notes and Bibliography

Remember that the first note provides a more detailed citation than subsequent notes. The
bibliography entry is similar to the first note but often slightly more condensed or
formatted differently depending on specific CMOS editions.

Leveraging Online Newspaper Archives and
Databases

The digital age has made a vast array of newspaper articles accessible through online
archives and databases. Properly citing these sources is essential for academic rigor.

Importance of Stable URLs and DOIs

When citing online newspaper articles, prioritize stable identifiers such as Digital Object
Identifiers (DOIs) or permalinks. These are less likely to change than standard URLs,
ensuring your readers can access the source even if the website undergoes revisions.



When to Include the Date of Access

The date of access is particularly important for online sources that might be updated or
removed from the internet without notice. Including this date clarifies when you viewed
the material, providing a reliable reference point.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element to include when
citing a Chicago style newspaper article?
A: The most crucial elements are the author's name, the article title, the newspaper's
name, and the publication date, as these identify the source and its origin.

Q: How do I format the newspaper name in Chicago
style for an article?
A: The newspaper name should always be italicized in both Chicago-style notes and
bibliography entries.

Q: What is the difference between a first note and a
subsequent note for a newspaper article in Chicago
style?
A: The first note provides a more complete citation, including the author's full name,
article title, newspaper name, date, and page number. Subsequent notes use a shortened
form, typically author's last name, a shortened article title, and the page number.

Q: Should I include the page number for an online
newspaper article cited in Chicago style?
A: Page numbers are generally not included for online-only newspaper articles. However,
if the article was originally printed and has an online version that retains pagination, it
can be included, especially if it aids in locating the specific text.

Q: How do I cite a newspaper article that has no author
listed?
A: If there is no author, begin the citation with the full title of the article, followed by the
newspaper name, publication date, and page number (if applicable).



Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for online
newspaper articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies a digital
object. It is important because it provides a stable, permanent link to the online article,
ensuring it can be accessed even if the URL changes.

Q: When do I need to include the date of access for a
Chicago style newspaper article?
A: You should include the date of access for online newspaper articles, especially if the
content is likely to change or be removed over time. This provides a snapshot of when you
viewed the material.

Q: How do I cite an opinion piece or editorial from a
newspaper in Chicago style?
A: You cite opinion pieces and editorials similarly to news articles, but you should also
indicate that it is an opinion piece, editorial, or letter to the editor to distinguish it from
standard news reporting.
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