
chicago style citation examples journal
chicago style citation examples journal are essential for scholars, researchers, and students
aiming for academic rigor and clarity in their written work. This comprehensive guide
delves deep into the intricacies of citing journal articles using the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS), offering detailed examples for both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems. Understanding these citation methods is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, giving
credit to original sources, and enabling readers to easily locate the information you've
referenced. We will explore the fundamental components of a journal citation, discuss
variations based on the type of source and publication details, and provide practical, step-
by-step instructions to ensure your academic papers adhere to the highest standards of
scholarly integrity.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Journals

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both systems are widely accepted in
various academic disciplines, though one may be preferred over the other depending on
the field of study. The Notes-Bibliography system is often favored in humanities, while the
Author-Date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences. Regardless of the
system chosen, the fundamental goal remains the same: to accurately attribute sources
and provide readers with the necessary information to find them. Properly formatted journal
citations are a hallmark of credible academic research.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations
and Bibliography Entries

This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. When a source is first cited, a full note is provided, and
subsequent citations of the same source are shortened. The bibliography lists all sources
cited in the text alphabetically. Mastering the nuances of both the notes and the



bibliography is key to using this system effectively.

Journal Article Citation Components (Notes-
Bibliography)

Constructing a note for a journal article requires specific pieces of information. These
include the author's name, the title of the article, the title of the journal, the volume and
issue numbers, the publication date, and the page numbers. For online articles, a DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) or a URL is also typically included. Each element must be
punctuated correctly to form a clear and unambiguous citation.

Author(s)' full name(s)

Title of the article (in quotation marks)

Title of the Journal (in italics)

Volume number

Issue number

Publication year

Page number(s) of the article

DOI or URL (for online articles)

Common Journal Article Scenarios (Notes-Bibliography)

Variations in journal articles necessitate specific citation formats. For instance, an article
with multiple authors requires careful listing of their names. If an article is accessed online,
including its DOI or stable URL is crucial for reader access. Similarly, articles that are part of
a special issue or have been reprinted may require additional details in the citation.

Scenario 1: A Single-Authored Journal Article

For a standard article authored by one person, the note format is as follows:

1. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number.

And the bibliography entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number.



Scenario 2: A Journal Article with Two Authors

When an article has two authors, both names are listed. In the notes, the first author's
name is in the standard order, while subsequent authors' names follow the bibliography
format.

Note:

2. Author First Name Last Name and Author Second Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title
of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

Bibliography:

Author Last Name, First Name, and Author Second Name Last Name. "Title of Article." Title
of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

Scenario 3: A Journal Article with Three or More Authors

For articles with three or more authors, only the first author's name is listed in both the
note and the bibliography, followed by "et al.".

Note:

3. Author First Name Last Name et al., "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page Number.

Bibliography:

Author Last Name, First Name, Author Second Name Last Name, and Author Third Name
Last Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and
Reference List Entries

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief parenthetical references that include
the author's last name, the publication year, and often a page number. These parenthetical
citations correspond to a detailed reference list at the end of the document, which includes
all sources cited in the text, alphabetized by the author's last name. This system
emphasizes the date of publication, which is particularly useful in fields where the currency
of information is paramount.

Journal Article Citation Components (Author-Date)

The components for an Author-Date journal citation are similar to the Notes-Bibliography
system but are arranged differently to emphasize the author and date. The essential
elements include the author's last name, followed by their first name, the year of
publication, the article title, the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and page
numbers. For online sources, a DOI or URL is included.

Author(s)' last name, first name



Publication year

Title of the article

Title of the Journal

Volume number

Issue number

Page number(s) of the article

DOI or URL (for online articles)

Common Journal Article Scenarios (Author-Date)

The Author-Date system also accommodates various article scenarios with specific
formatting rules. The primary difference lies in the in-text citation, which is a concise
parenthetical inclusion, and the reference list, which prioritizes the author's last name and
publication year.

Scenario 1: A Single-Authored Journal Article

The in-text citation will look like this:

(AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber)

And the reference list entry:

AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page
Numbers.

Scenario 2: A Journal Article with Two Authors

For two authors, both last names are included in the in-text citation, connected by an
ampersand.

In-text citation:

(AuthorLastName1 and AuthorLastName2 Year, PageNumber)

Reference list entry:

AuthorLastName1, FirstName1, and AuthorLastName2, FirstName2. Year. "Title of Article."
Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Numbers.

Scenario 3: A Journal Article with Three or More Authors

Similar to the Notes-Bibliography system, for three or more authors, only the first author's
last name is listed, followed by "et al.".

In-text citation:

(AuthorLastName1 et al. Year, PageNumber)



Reference list entry:

AuthorLastName1, FirstName1, AuthorSecondName Last Name, and AuthorThirdName Last
Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Numbers.

Electronic Journals and Online Access

Citing electronic journals has become increasingly important. The inclusion of a DOI is
highly recommended as it provides a persistent link to the article, even if the original URL
changes. If a DOI is not available, the URL of the journal's website or the specific article
page should be provided. The date of access is generally no longer required by CMOS
unless the content is likely to change over time.

When citing an electronic journal article, the goal is to provide enough information for a
reader to locate the source online. The DOI is the preferred persistent identifier.

Example (Notes-Bibliography System):

Note:

4. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number, doi:XXXXXXXXXX.

Bibliography:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number. doi:XXXXXXXXXX.

If no DOI is available, use the stable URL:

Note:

5. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number, accessed Month Day, Year, https://www.example.com/articleurl.

Bibliography:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number. Accessed Month Day, Year. https://www.example.com/articleurl.

Special Considerations for Journal Citations

Several unique situations can arise when citing journal articles. These include articles
published in special issues, articles with retractions, or articles that have been published
online ahead of print. Each of these circumstances has specific guidelines within the
Chicago Manual of Style to ensure accuracy and complete attribution. Understanding these
nuances is critical for advanced academic writing.

For instance, an article published in a special issue might require mentioning the title of the
special issue in the citation.



Example (Notes-Bibliography System):

Note:

6. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number, in "Title of Special Issue," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Number.

Bibliography:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number. In "Title of Special Issue," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Number.

When citing an article published online ahead of print, it's important to indicate this.

Example (Author-Date System):

Reference list entry:

AuthorLastName, FirstName. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): [Online
ahead of print]. doi:XXXXXXXXXX.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Chicago
Style Journal Citations

The most critical aspect of Chicago style citation examples journal is accuracy and
consistency. Double-checking all details – author names, titles, publication dates, volume
and issue numbers, and page numbers – is paramount. Using a consistent citation style
throughout your entire paper is equally important. Adhering strictly to either the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system will prevent confusion and enhance the professionalism
of your work. Many researchers find citation management software helpful in maintaining
accuracy and consistency.

Final Review Checklist

A final review of your citations can prevent common errors. Consider these points before
submitting your work:

Are all author names spelled correctly?

Are article and journal titles punctuated correctly (quotation marks for articles, italics
for journals)?

Are volume and issue numbers accurately transcribed?

Is the publication year correct?

Are page numbers precisely listed?



For online sources, is the DOI or URL correct and accessible?

Is the formatting consistent for all journal citations within your chosen system?

Have you followed the specific rules for the number of authors?

---

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date Chicago style systems for
journal articles?
A: The main difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical
citations (AuthorLastName Year). Consequently, the bibliography and reference list also
differ in their organization and the amount of detail provided for each entry.

Q: When should I use Chicago style for citing journal
articles?
A: Chicago style is a widely accepted citation format, particularly in fields like history,
literature, art history, and some social sciences. When writing for publications or academic
institutions that specify Chicago style, or when you are working in a discipline that
commonly uses it, you should use Chicago style for citing journal articles.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with a DOI versus one
without a DOI when using Chicago style?
A: If a journal article has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), you should always include it in
your citation, as it provides a stable and unique link to the article. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, it follows the page number. In the Author-Date system, it typically appears at the
end of the entry. If no DOI is available, you should provide a stable URL for online articles.

Q: What is the correct way to format the author's name
in a Chicago style journal citation for the bibliography
or reference list?
A: In both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, the author's last name is listed
first, followed by their first name (e.g., Smith, John). For subsequent authors in a multi-



authored article, their names are listed in the standard first name-last name order.
However, when citing three or more authors, only the first author's name is given, followed
by "et al." in notes and the full list of authors (or the first author followed by et al. in certain
contexts) in the bibliography/reference list.

Q: How do I cite an online journal article that has been
accessed on a specific date? Is the access date still
necessary in Chicago style?
A: Under the current edition of the Chicago Manual of Style, the date of access for online
sources is generally no longer required unless the content is ephemeral or likely to change
over time. However, if you are citing a source that might be updated frequently, including
the access date can be helpful. The preferred method for online sources is to include a DOI
or a stable URL.

Q: What is "et al." and when is it used in Chicago style
journal citations?
A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago style, it is used in notes
and sometimes in the reference list/bibliography to shorten citations for sources with three
or more authors. For notes, you list the first author followed by "et al." For the bibliography
or reference list, it's generally best practice to list all authors up to a certain number (often
ten), and then use "et al." for the eleventh and subsequent authors, though there are
variations depending on specific circumstances and stylistic choices.

Q: How do I cite a journal article that is part of a special
issue?
A: When citing an article from a special issue, you should include the title of the special
issue in your citation. In the Notes-Bibliography system, it would typically be introduced by
the word "in" and follow the main article details. In the Author-Date system, similar
information would be integrated into the reference list entry.

Q: What is the difference between volume and issue
numbers in a journal citation?
A: The volume number indicates a major division of the journal, usually representing a year
or a series of issues. The issue number is a smaller division within a volume, often
published monthly, quarterly, or bi-monthly. Both are crucial for uniquely identifying a
specific publication of a journal article.
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