
chicago style citation examples image
chicago style citation examples image plays a pivotal role in academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. Understanding how to correctly cite various
sources, especially visual media like images, is crucial for maintaining academic integrity. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style citation for images, providing
clear examples and actionable advice. We will explore the two main systems within Chicago
style—Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date—and illustrate how to cite images found in different
contexts, such as books, websites, and databases. By the end of this article, you will be well-
equipped to confidently cite any image using Chicago style, enhancing the credibility and
professionalism of your work.
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Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Image Citation

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Images

Chicago style, also known as Turabian style, offers a robust framework for academic and
professional writing. When it comes to citing images, it acknowledges the unique challenges posed
by visual media. Unlike textual sources, images often have less standardized information readily
available, such as author names and publication dates. Therefore, Chicago style provides guidelines
to capture as much identifying information as possible to allow readers to locate the original source.
This includes details about the creator, the title or description of the image, the date it was created
or published, and the location where it was accessed.

The importance of accurate image citation cannot be overstated. It respects the intellectual property
of the creator, allows readers to verify information and explore further, and strengthens the
authority of your own work. Misattributing or failing to cite an image can lead to accusations of
plagiarism, which can have serious academic and professional consequences. Therefore, dedicating
time to understand and implement correct Chicago style citation practices for images is a valuable
investment for any writer.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Image Citations

The Notes-Bibliography system is one of the two primary citation styles offered by Chicago. It is
often favored in fields like history and the arts. This system uses numbered notes within the text to
cite sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work listing all cited sources in
alphabetical order. For images, both the note and the bibliography entry require specific formatting
to accurately represent the source.

Basic Note Format for Images

In the Notes-Bibliography system, a footnote or endnote is used to cite an image the first time it
appears. The note should provide sufficient detail for the reader to identify the image and its source.
The general structure for an image note includes the creator's name, the title of the image, the date
of creation or publication, and information about where it was found, including accession numbers
or URLs if applicable.

A typical note for an image might look like this: John Smith, "Sunset Over the Ocean," photograph,
2020, Smith Family Collection, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.example.com/smithphotos/sunset.jpg.



Bibliography Entry Format for Images

The bibliography entry provides a more complete bibliographic record than the note. It is
alphabetized by the creator's last name. Similar to the note, it includes the creator, title, date, and
source information. However, the structure is slightly different, often with the creator's last name
first. For images, the medium (e.g., photograph, painting) is usually included.

The corresponding bibliography entry for the image above would be: Smith, John. "Sunset Over the
Ocean." Photograph. 2020. Smith Family Collection. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.example.com/smithphotos/sunset.jpg.

Specific Image Types in Notes-Bibliography

Different types of images require slight variations in their citation. For instance, a painting would be
described as such, and if it's housed in a museum, that information would be crucial. Artwork
citations often emphasize the artist, title, date of creation, medium, dimensions, and current
location.

Consider an artwork citation: Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, oil on canvas, 1889, Museum of
Modern Art, New York. In a note, this might appear as: Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, oil on
canvas, 1889, Museum of Modern Art, New York, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802. The bibliography entry would follow a similar
structure, alphabetized by Van Gogh.

The Author-Date System for Image Citations

The Author-Date system is another facet of Chicago style, commonly used in social sciences and
natural sciences. Instead of numbered notes, it uses parenthetical citations within the text that
include the author's last name and the publication date. A comprehensive reference list at the end of
the document provides full bibliographic details for all sources cited.

Basic Parenthetical Citation for Images

When citing an image in the text using the Author-Date system, a parenthetical citation typically
includes the creator's last name and the year the image was created or published. This allows
readers to quickly identify the source of the visual material without disrupting the flow of the text. If
there are multiple works by the same author in the same year, suffixes like 'a' or 'b' are used.

For example, a parenthetical citation might read: (Smith 2020).



Reference List Entry Format for Images

The reference list in the Author-Date system is similar to the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
system, but it is alphabetized by the creator's last name and the date is placed immediately after the
name. For images, it should include all relevant identifying information, such as the creator, title,
date, medium, and access information.

The reference list entry for the "Sunset Over the Ocean" image would be: Smith, John. 2020. "Sunset
Over the Ocean." Photograph. Smith Family Collection. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.example.com/smithphotos/sunset.jpg.

Specific Image Types in Author-Date

Similar to the Notes-Bibliography system, the Author-Date system adapts to different image types.
For artworks, the artist's name, title, year of creation, medium, and location are essential. The
format in the reference list will reflect these details, ensuring clarity for the reader.

For Van Gogh's The Starry Night, the reference list entry would be: Van Gogh, Vincent. 1889. The
Starry Night. Oil on canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Image Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, several key
pieces of information are generally required for a comprehensive Chicago style image citation.
These components ensure that the reader can accurately identify and locate the image source.
Missing any of these can weaken the citation.

Creator: The name of the artist, photographer, illustrator, or person responsible for creating
the image.

Title of the Image: The specific title of the artwork, photograph, or graphic. If no formal title
exists, a descriptive phrase in quotation marks or italics might be used.

Date of Creation or Publication: The year the image was created or the publication date of
the work in which it appears.

Medium: The type of visual media, such as photograph, painting, illustration, digital image,
etc.

Source Information: Details about where the image was found. This can include the name of
the book, website, database, collection, or archive.



Access Information: For online sources, the URL and the date the image was accessed are
crucial. For physical collections, accession numbers or specific locations are important.

Copyright Information: If readily available, information about copyright holders or
permissions can be included.

Common Scenarios and Examples

Navigating image citation can be complex, especially when dealing with various sources. Chicago
style provides flexibility to accommodate these differences. Understanding common scenarios will
help you apply the principles effectively to your specific needs.

Images from Websites

Citing images from websites is a frequent task for students and researchers. The key is to identify
the creator (if possible), the title of the image or webpage it's on, the website name, the publisher,
the publication date (if available), and the URL. For images embedded on a page, you might cite the
page itself as the source.

Notes-Bibliography Example: National Geographic, "Majestic Elephant Herd," photograph, May
15, 2022, National Geographic website, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/elephant-herd.

Author-Date Example: National Geographic. 2022. "Majestic Elephant Herd." Photograph.
National Geographic website. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/elephant-herd.

Images from Books

When an image is found within a book, the citation should reflect both the image itself and its
context within the book. This typically involves the creator of the image, the title of the image, the
author and title of the book, page numbers, and publication details of the book.

Notes-Bibliography Example: Leonardo da Vinci, Mona Lisa, oil on poplar panel, c. 1503–1506,
Musée du Louvre, Paris, reproduced in Walter Isaacson, Leonardo da Vinci (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 2017), 302.

Author-Date Example: Da Vinci, Leonardo. c. 1503–1506. Mona Lisa. Oil on poplar panel. Musée
du Louvre, Paris. Reproduced in Walter Isaacson, Leonardo da Vinci, 302. New York: Simon &
Schuster, 2017.



Images from Databases

Academic databases often contain images with detailed cataloging information. When citing from a
database, include all available identifying elements, such as the photographer/artist, title, date,
database name, accession number, and the URL if it's a stable link.

Notes-Bibliography Example: Ansel Adams, "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico," photograph,
1941, Ansel Adams Collection, The Getty Museum, accessed October 26, 2023, The Getty Museum
Collection Online, https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/object/105137.

Author-Date Example: Adams, Ansel. 1941. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." Photograph.
Ansel Adams Collection. The Getty Museum. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/object/105137.

Artwork and Photographs

Citing original artwork or photographs requires particular care regarding attribution and location. If
you are referencing a physical artwork, its current location (e.g., museum, private collection) is
essential. For digital representations of artwork, the source of the digital image is also important.

Notes-Bibliography Example: Georgia O'Keeffe, Jimson Weed/White Flower No. 1, oil on canvas,
1932, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://crystalbridges.org/collection/jimson-weed-white-flower-no-1/.

Author-Date Example: O'Keeffe, Georgia. 1932. Jimson Weed/White Flower No. 1. Oil on canvas.
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://crystalbridges.org/collection/jimson-weed-white-flower-no-1/.

Images with unclear authorship or publication details

Sometimes, the creator or publication date of an image is unknown. In such cases, Chicago style
encourages you to provide as much information as possible. You might use "Unknown" for missing
details. If the image is from a printed source without clear attribution, you may cite the source (e.g.,
the book or journal) and a description of the image.

Notes-Bibliography Example: "Historic Town Square." Photograph. [Likely mid-20th century].
Local Historical Society Archives. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Author-Date Example: Unknown. [Likely mid-20th century]. "Historic Town Square." Photograph.
Local Historical Society Archives. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Image Citation



Achieving accuracy in Chicago style image citation involves a systematic approach and attention to
detail. Even with comprehensive examples, there are best practices that can help prevent errors and
ensure your citations are robust.

Always start with the creator: Whenever possible, identify and cite the individual or
organization responsible for the image.

Record all available details: When you find an image, note down all identifying information
immediately, including the URL, creator, title, date, and source.

Distinguish between creation and publication dates: For artworks, the date of creation is
paramount. For images in publications, the publication date is often more relevant for citation.

Be specific about the medium: Clearly state if it is a photograph, painting, illustration,
digital rendering, etc.

Utilize accession numbers: For images from museum collections or archives, accession
numbers are invaluable for precise identification.

Consult the official Chicago Manual of Style: For complex or unusual cases, the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) or The Craft of Research, Writing, and Documenting (Turabian) are
the definitive resources.

Double-check URLs: Ensure that all web links are active and lead directly to the image or its
source page.

Maintain consistency: Whether using Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date, apply the chosen
system consistently throughout your work.

When in doubt, over-cite: It is generally better to provide too much information than too
little when citing sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information to include
when citing an image in Chicago style?
A: The most crucial piece of information is the creator of the image, followed closely by the title of
the image and where it was accessed or found. This trio allows for the most accurate identification
and verification of the source.



Q: How do I cite an image I found on Google Images?
A: Google Images is a search engine, not a primary source. You should try to trace the image back to
its original source (e.g., a website, a museum, a book). If you cannot find the original source, it is
best to avoid using the image or to state that its origin is unknown, while still providing any details
you can find about the image itself and the context in which you found it via Google Images.

Q: What if an image has no clear title?
A: If an image lacks a formal title, you should provide a descriptive phrase in quotation marks or
italics that accurately describes the image. For example, "Street Scene in Paris" or Child Playing
with Toy. Ensure this description is clear enough to identify the image.

Q: Should I include copyright information in my Chicago style
image citation?
A: Including copyright information is optional but recommended if it is readily available and relevant
to your audience. It demonstrates an awareness of intellectual property rights. However, the core
elements of creator, title, date, and source are mandatory for a complete citation.

Q: How do I cite an image that I took myself?
A: For an image you created, you are the creator. You would list your name as the creator, the title
you give the photograph or image, the date you created it, and where it is stored (e.g., your personal
archive, a specific folder on your computer). If you are publishing it online, include the URL and
access date.

Q: What is the difference between citing a painting and a
photograph in Chicago style?
A: The core elements are similar: creator, title, date, and source. However, for paintings, the
medium (e.g., oil on canvas, watercolor) and the art movement or style, if applicable, are often
included. For photographs, the medium is 'photograph,' and details about the type of photography
(e.g., black and white, digital) might be relevant.

Q: Can I use the same image citation format for both online
and print sources?
A: No, while the core information is similar, the format for citing online and print sources differs in
Chicago style. Online sources require URLs and access dates, while print sources focus on
publication details like publisher and page numbers. The medium of access (e.g., website, book)
dictates the specific formatting.
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