chicago style citation examples for websites

Mastering Chicago Style Citation Examples for
Websites: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citation examples for websites are essential for academic integrity and clear communication in
a digital age. As online resources become increasingly prevalent in research, understanding how to
properly cite them according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is crucial. This guide will demystify
the process, offering detailed explanations and clear examples for various online content. We will cover the
fundamental components of a Chicago-style web citation, explore the nuances of citing different types of
online material, and provide practical advice for ensuring accuracy and consistency in your footnotes,
endnotes, and bibliography. Navigating the intricacies of digital citations can seem daunting, but with a

systematic approach, you can confidently integrate online sources into your scholarly work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Online Resources

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY
system and the AUTHOR-DATE system. For most humanities and arts disciplines, the NOTES and



BIBLIOGRAPHY system is preferred, while the AUTHOR-DATE system is more common in the sciences
and social sciences. Regardless of the system chosen, accurately representing your sources is paramount.
Websites, with their dynamic nature and varied content, present unique challenges for citation. This
section will lay the groundwork for understanding the fundamental principles that govern Chicago style

citations for online materials, ensuring you can adapt them to a wide range of web sources.

When constructing a Chicago style citation for a website, the goal is to provide enough information for
your reader to locate the source independently. This involves identifying key pieces of information that
are typically present on most web pages, though their exact location might vary. Precision is key, and
overlooking even a single element can sometimes make a source difficult to find. Familiarizing yourself
with these core components will significantly streamline the citation process for all your web-based

research needs.

The Core Components of a Chicago Style Website Citation

Regardless of the specific type of web content you are citing, several fundamental pieces of information are
almost always included in a Chicago style citation. These elements work together to create a complete and

traceable reference. Understanding each part and its role is crucial for constructing accurate citations.

Author or Editor

This is typically the individual or organization responsible for the content of the web page. If an individual
author is listed, their name is generally provided in the format Last Name, First Name. For organizational

authors, the name of the organization is used. In cases where no author is clearly identifiable, you will often
omit this element or use the title of the work as the starting point of the citation, depending on the specific

format rules. Identifying the author is the first step in building a robust citation.

Title of the Specific Page or Article

This refers to the precise title of the web page, article, or document you are referencing. It is usually
enclosed in quotation marks in the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system and italicized in the AUTHOR-
DATE system. This distinguishes the specific piece of content from the larger website it resides on. For
example, if you are citing a specific article on a news website, the article's title is what you will include

here.



Title of the Overall Website

This is the name of the larger website itself, such as the name of a publication, organization, or platform. In
the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system, the website title is typically italicized. This element helps
contextualize the specific page within its parent site. For example, if you are citing an article from The

New York Times, "The New York Times" would be the title of the overall website.

Publication or Last Update Date

‘When available, the date of publication or the last update of the web page is a vital piece of information.
This helps readers understand the timeliness of the content. Dates are generally formatted as Month Day,
Year. If only a year is available, that is also acceptable. If no date is present, you will often use the

abbreviation "n.d." for "no date."

URL

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the web address of the specific page. It is crucial for allowing
readers to access the source directly. While URLs can sometimes be lengthy, they are essential components
of online citations. Ensure you copy the exact URL to avoid directing readers to the wrong page or an error

message.

Date of Access

Because websites can change or be removed, Chicago style recommends including the date you accessed
the material. This acknowledges that the content might not be static. The date of access is usually formatted
as Month Day, Year. This element is particularly important for citing ephemeral or frequently updated

content.

Citing Standard Web Pages

Citing a general web page is one of the most common tasks when using Chicago style. The structure for
these citations ensures that all necessary components are present for identification and retrieval. Adhering

to the correct format prevents ambiguity and upholds academic standards.



Format for Notes and Bibliography System

In the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system, a typical citation for a standard web page will look something
like this:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name, "Title of Specific Page," Title of Website, Publication Date,
accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

¢ Bibliography Entry: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Specific Page." Title of Website. Publication
Date. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Let's break this down with an example:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Jane Doe, "The Benefits of Renewable Energy,” Green Earth Initiative, April 15,

2023, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.greenearthinitiative.org/benefits-of-renewable-energy.
 Bibliography Entry: Doe, Jane. "The Benefits of Renewable Energy." Green Earth Initiative. April

15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.greenearthinitiative.org/benefits-of-renewable-energy.

Note the differences in punctuation and the inclusion of the author's full name in the bibliography entry
versus just the first initial and last name in the footnote/endnote. The date of access is a crucial component

for citing dynamic web content.

Format for Author-Date System

The AUTHOR-DATE system, while less common for web pages in general humanities research, follows a

similar principle but prioritizes author and date. The format typically looks like this:

o In-text Citation: (Author Last Name Year)

e Reference List Entry: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Specific Page." Title of Website.
Publication Date. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

An example would be:

¢ In-text Citation: (Doe 2023)



¢ Reference List Entry: Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Benefits of Renewable Energy." Green Earth Initiative.
April 15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.greenearthinitiative.org/benefits-of-renewable-energy.

This system emphasizes the author and year in the in-text citation for quick reference, with the full details

in the reference list.

Handling Missing Information

‘What happens when some of these core components are absent? Chicago style provides guidance for these
situations. If no author is listed, you begin the citation with the title of the page. If no publication date is
available, you use "n.d." (no date). If the website itself has no clear title, you might use the name of the
organization sponsoring it, if applicable. Always strive to provide as much information as possible to aid

your reader.

Citing Online Articles from Journals and Magazines

Online journals and magazines are rich sources of scholarly and popular content. Their citation format in

Chicago style generally mirrors that of print articles but includes essential web-specific details.

Format for Notes and Bibliography System

‘When citing an article found online from a journal or magazine, the format usually includes the author,

article title, journal/magazine title, publication details (volume, issue, date), and the URL and access date.

¢ Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal/Magazine Volume, no.
Issue (Publication Date): Page Numbers (if applicable), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

e Bibliography Entry: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal/Magazine Volume,
no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Numbers (if applicable). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Here's an example:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Al on Modern Education," Journal of Educational
Technology 25, no. 3 (Fall 2022): 45-62, accessed October 26, 2023,



https://www .educationaltechjournal.com/vol25/issue3/garcia-ai-education.
¢ Bibliography Entry: Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Al on Modern Education." Journal of Educational

Technology 25, no. 3 (Fall 2022): 45-62. Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.educationaltechjournal.com/vol25/issue3/garcia-ai-education.

Notice the italicization of the journal title and the specific details like volume, issue, and page numbers (if
provided online). If the article is only available online and doesn't have traditional page numbers, you

might omit that part or use section markers if available.

Citing Articles Without Traditional Page Numbers

Some online journal articles do not have sequential page numbers like their print counterparts. In such
cases, you can often omit the page number notation entirely, or if the article has clearly delineated sections,

you might cite those. Always prioritize clarity and consistency with the source as presented.

Identifying the Publisher/Sponsoring Organization

For online magazine articles or articles from websites that function like magazines, you might also need to
identify the publisher or sponsoring organization. This information helps further clarify the source's origin

and credibility. This is typically placed before the publication date.

Citing Online Books and Ebooks

The citation of online books and ebooks in Chicago style requires careful attention to distinguish them from

print versions while providing all necessary access information.

Format for Notes and Bibliography System

When citing a book available online, whether it's a digitized version of a print book or an originally digital
publication, you'll include author, title, publisher, publication year, and crucially, information about its

online availability.

e Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Publisher, Publication Year), accessed



Month Day, Year, URL or DOIL

¢ Bibliography Entry: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Year. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL or DOL

Consider this example for an ebook:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: John Smith, The History of Digital Media (New York: Academic Press, 2021),
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.academicpress.com/ebooks/history-digital-media.

e Bibliography Entry: Smith, John. The History of Digital Media. New York: Academic Press, 2021.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.academicpress.com/ebooks/history-digital-media.

If the book has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it is often preferred over a URL as DOIs are more stable

persistent identifiers.

Using DOIs vs. URLs

A DOl is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital object to identify it, acting as a persistent link.
When a DOI is available for an online book or article, it is generally recommended to use it instead of a
URL. This is because DOIs are less likely to break over time than standard URLs. If no DOI is available,
then a URL is used.

Citing Chapters or Sections

If you are citing a specific chapter or section within an online book, you will need to include that
information in your citation. This is done by specifying the chapter title or number, and potentially the

page range if available, after the book title and before the publisher information in your notes.

Citing Social Media and Blog Posts

The ephemeral and informal nature of social media and blog posts presents a unique challenge for academic

citation. Chicago style offers guidelines to capture this content accurately.



Format for Notes and Bibliography System

For social media posts (like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram) and blog posts, the focus is on identifying the

author, the content itself, the platform, and the date. Specific formatting can vary slightly by platform.

« Footnote/Endnote: First Name Last Name [@Username (if applicable)], "First 20-30 words of post,”
Platform Name, Month Day, Year, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

* Bibliography Entry: Last Name, First Name [@Username (if applicable)]. "First 20-30 words of post."
Platform Name. Month Day, Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Here’s an example for a tweet:

« Footnote/Endnote: Neil deGrasse Tyson [@neiltyson], "Black holes are where God did his laundry,"
Twitter, November 15, 2022, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://twitter.com/neiltyson/status/1592783987123456789.

« Bibliography Entry: Tyson, Neil deGrasse [@neiltyson]. "Black holes are where God did his laundry."

Twitter. November 15, 2022. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://twitter.com/neiltyson/status/1592783987123456789.

For blog posts, the format is similar to a standard web page but might emphasize the blog's name more

prominently.

Blog Post Example

Let's consider a blog post:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Sarah Chen, "Ten Tips for Sustainable Living," Eco-Blogger, May 10, 2023,

accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.ecoblogger.com/ten-tips-sustainable-living.

¢ Bibliography Entry: Chen, Sarah. "Ten Tips for Sustainable Living." Eco-Blogger. May 10, 2023.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.ecoblogger.com/ten-tips-sustainable-living.

In these citations, capturing a snippet of the post's content is important due to the lack of formal titles for

many social media updates. The username is also a key identifier.



Citing Multimedia: Videos and Podcasts

As multimedia content becomes increasingly integrated into academic research, Chicago style provides

clear guidance on how to cite these sources effectively.

Citing Online Videos (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo)

When citing videos from platforms like YouTube or Vimeo, you’ll need to identify the uploader, the video
title, the platform, and the date of upload or publication, along with the URL and access date.

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Uploader's Name, "Title of Video," video, Platform Name, Month Day, Year,
accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

¢ Bibliography Entry: Uploader's Name. "Title of Video." video. Platform Name. Month Day, Year.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: National Geographic, "The Secrets of the Deep Sea," video, YouTube, January 20,
2023, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=examplevideolD.

 Bibliography Entry: National Geographic. "The Secrets of the Deep Sea." video. YouTube. January
20, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=examplevideolD.

The inclusion of "video" helps clarify the type of media being cited.

Citing Podcasts

Podcasts are cited similarly to radio programs but with the added element of online access. You will
typically cite the episode title, the podcast series name, the host(s) or producer(s), the publication date, and
the URL or download location.

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Host Name (if known), "Title of Episode,” podcast, Podcast Series Name, Month
Day, Year, accessed Month Day, Year, URL or download location.

« Bibliography Entry: Host Name (if known). "Title of Episode." podcast. Podcast Series Name. Month



Day, Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL or download location.

An example:

¢ Footnote/Endnote: Sarah Miller, "The Future of Urban Planning," podcast, Cityscapes, May 5, 2023,

accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.cityscapespodcast.com/episodes/urban-planning.

 Bibliography Entry: Miller, Sarah. "The Future of Urban Planning." podcast. Cityscapes. May 5, 2023.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.cityscapespodcast.com/episodes/urban-planning.

Including "podcast” in the citation clearly identifies the medium.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating Chicago style citation for websites involves avoiding common errors and adopting consistent

practices to ensure accuracy and credibility in your work.

Ensuring Accuracy and Completeness

The most frequent pitfall is simply not providing enough information. Always double-check that you have
included all the necessary components: author, titles, publication dates, URL, and date of access. Incomplete

citations can frustrate readers and undermine your research.

Handling Dynamic and Archival Content

Websites can change or disappear. For dynamic content, the date of access is crucial. If you are citing
content that you know has changed significantly, it's good practice to note that in your text or in a note. For

archival content, try to find the most stable link or archival record available.

Consistency is Key

Whether you are using the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system or the AUTHOR-DATE system,

maintain consistency throughout your document. Adhere strictly to the formatting rules for punctuation,



capitalization, and the order of elements. Inconsistent citations can appear unprofessional.

When in doubt, always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or its online resource for
the most up-to-date guidelines. Properly cited web sources are a testament to your thorough research and

respect for intellectual property.

FAQ Section:

Q What is the most important part of a Chicago style citation for a
website?

A: While all components are important for a complete citation, the URL and the date of access are
particularly critical for websites, as web content can be dynamic and may change or disappear. These

elements allow readers to locate and verify the information you used.

Q: How do I cite a website if there is no author listed?

A: If no author is identifiable for a website, you begin the citation with the title of the specific page or
article. This is true for both the NOTES and BIBLIOGRAPHY system and the AUTHOR-DATE system.

Q Should I include the "http://" or "https:// " in my Chicago style web
citations?

A: Yes, Chicago style generally requires you to include the full URL, including the "http://" or "https:// "

protocol, to ensure the reader can access the source directly.

Q What is the difference between citing a blog post and a news article on
a website in Chicago style?

A: While both are web content, blog posts are often cited with less formality, sometimes including the first
few words of the post if there isn't a clear title. News articles, especially from reputable news outlets, will

typically have a formal title, and the publication might be treated more like a journal or magazine.

Q: When should I use a DOI instead of a URL for an online source in
Chicago style?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier for digital objects. If an online source, such as an

ebook or journal article, has a DO, it is generally preferred over a URL because DOIs are designed to



remain stable over time, reducing the risk of broken links.

Q How do I cite a webpage that has been updated multiple times?

A: If a webpage has been updated, you should cite the most recent update date if available. If the exact
update date is unclear, but you know it's recent, you can often use the date you accessed it as the primary

date reference, but strive to find any publication or last modified date mentioned on the page.

Q What does "n.d." mean in a Chicago style citation for a website?

A: "'n.d." is an abbreviation for "no date.” It is used when a publication date for the web content cannot be

found. This indicates that you have made a reasonable effort to find a date but were unsuccessful.
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