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Mastering Chicago Style Citation for Magazines

chicago style citation examples for magazines are essential for any academic or
professional writer seeking to accurately credit sources and avoid plagiarism. Whether
you're a student, researcher, or journalist, understanding the nuances of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for magazine articles ensures your bibliography and in-text
citations are correct and adhere to established academic standards. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the intricacies of citing magazine content, covering both the author-
date and notes-bibliography systems, providing clear examples for various scenarios you
might encounter. We will explore the key components of a magazine citation, address
common challenges, and offer practical tips for ensuring accuracy and consistency in your
academic work. By the end of this article, you will be well-equipped to confidently cite
magazine articles using Chicago style.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Author-Date vs. Notes-Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic circles, but their
application differs. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the paper listing all consulted
sources. This system is prevalent in the humanities, literature, and history. Conversely, the
author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name
and publication year, and a reference list at the end of the paper. This system is more
common in the social sciences and sciences. For magazine articles, the core information
required for citation remains consistent, regardless of the chosen system.

The choice between the two systems often depends on the specific discipline or the
requirements of your instructor or publisher. Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in
acknowledging the sources of information. It is crucial to maintain consistency throughout
your document, using only one system for all your citations. Familiarizing yourself with the
specific requirements of your academic institution or publication is the first step in ensuring
compliance.



Essential Components of a Chicago Style Magazine Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system, certain
core elements are necessary for a complete Chicago style citation of a magazine article.
These components help readers locate the exact source you consulted. Identifying these
elements accurately from the magazine itself is paramount to creating a correct citation.

The key components typically include:

Author(s) full name(s)

Article title

Magazine title

Volume and issue numbers (if applicable and available)

Publication date (month and day, as well as year)

Page numbers where the article appears

DOI or URL (for online articles)

Missing any of these essential elements can make your citation incomplete and potentially
lead to confusion for your readers. Always strive to find as much of this information as
possible on the magazine itself or its online equivalent.

Chicago Style Magazine Citation Examples: Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system involves using footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and
a comprehensive bibliography at the end of your work. For magazine articles, the note and
bibliography entries share similar information but are formatted differently. This system is
favored in many humanities disciplines.

First Reference Note

When you cite a magazine article for the first time in your paper using the notes-
bibliography system, the footnote or endnote will include a more detailed citation. This
initial note provides all the necessary information for the reader to locate the source.

An example of a first reference note for a magazine article:

1. John Smith, "The Future of Renewable Energy," National Geographic, October 2023, 45.

Subsequent Reference Note

For subsequent citations of the same magazine article within your paper, you can use a
shortened note format. This prevents repetitive long citations and makes your notes more



concise.

An example of a subsequent reference note:

2. Smith, "Future of Renewable Energy," 45.

Bibliography Entry

The bibliography entry for a magazine article under the notes-bibliography system is
alphabetized by the author's last name. It presents the information in a specific order,
usually with the author's last name first, followed by the article title, magazine title,
publication date, and page numbers.

An example of a bibliography entry:

Smith, John. "The Future of Renewable Energy." National Geographic, October 2023, 45-50.

Remember to check the specific edition of the Chicago Manual of Style you are using for
any minor variations in punctuation or formatting.

Chicago Style Magazine Citation Examples: Author-Date System

The author-date system, commonly used in social sciences and sciences, requires
parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list at the end of the paper. The in-text
citation briefly identifies the source, while the reference list provides the full details.

In-Text Citation

The in-text citation in the author-date system includes the author's last name and the year
of publication enclosed in parentheses. If you are referencing a specific page or range of
pages, you would include that information as well.

An example of an in-text citation:

(Smith 2023, 45)

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, you only need to include the year in
parentheses:

Smith argues that the future of renewable energy is bright (2023, 45).

Reference List Entry

The reference list entry for a magazine article under the author-date system includes the
author's last name, followed by their first initial(s). Then comes the publication year, the
article title, the magazine title, and the page numbers.

An example of a reference list entry:

Smith, John. 2023. "The Future of Renewable Energy." National Geographic, October, 45-50.



The organization of the reference list is alphabetical by author's last name, making it easy
for readers to find specific sources.

Citing Magazine Articles with Multiple Authors

When a magazine article has more than one author, the citation format needs to reflect
this. The number of authors you list in the citation will depend on whether you are using the
notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, and sometimes on the total number
of authors.

Notes-Bibliography System with Multiple Authors

For the notes-bibliography system, the first note will list all authors up to a certain number
(usually three). If there are more than three authors, you will list the first author followed by
"et al." in the notes, but the bibliography entry may list all authors or follow specific
guidelines for extensive lists.

Example for a note with two authors:

1. Jane Doe and Richard Roe, "Innovations in Artificial Intelligence," Wired, July 2022, 62.

Example for a bibliography entry with two authors:

Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. "Innovations in Artificial Intelligence." Wired, July 2022, 60-65.

Author-Date System with Multiple Authors

In the author-date system, for two authors, both are listed in the in-text citation and the
reference list. For three or more authors, the first author's name is followed by "et al." in
both the in-text citation and the reference list.

Example for an in-text citation with two authors:

(Doe and Roe 2022, 62)

Example for a reference list entry with two authors:

Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. 2022. "Innovations in Artificial Intelligence." Wired, July, 60-65.

Always refer to the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise rules on
handling multiple authors, especially for longer lists.

Citing Online Magazine Articles

Citing online magazine articles requires additional information to help readers access the
digital source. This typically includes a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or a URL.

Notes-Bibliography System for Online Articles

When citing an online magazine article, include the DOI or URL. If no DOI is available,
provide the URL. It's also good practice to include an access date, especially if the content



is subject to change.

Example of a note for an online article with a DOI:

1. Sarah Lee, "The Rise of Remote Work," Forbes, March 15, 2023,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahlee/2023/03/15/theriseofremotework/.

Example of a bibliography entry for an online article with a DOI:

Lee, Sarah. "The Rise of Remote Work." Forbes, March 15, 2023.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahlee/2023/03/15/theriseofremotework/.

Author-Date System for Online Articles

Similar to the notes-bibliography system, online articles in the author-date system include
the DOI or URL. The access date is generally not included in the author-date system unless
the source is likely to change.

Example of an in-text citation for an online article:

(Lee 2023)

Example of a reference list entry for an online article:

Lee, Sarah. 2023. "The Rise of Remote Work." Forbes, March 15.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahlee/2023/03/15/theriseofremotework/.

When citing online sources, always prioritize stable identifiers like DOIs over URLs when
they are available.

Citing Magazine Articles Without Specific Authors

Occasionally, you might encounter a magazine article that lacks an author's name. In such
cases, you will start the citation with the article title.

Notes-Bibliography System Without Authors

If an article has no author, the note will begin with the article title, followed by the
magazine title and publication details.

Example of a note without an author:

1. "Understanding the Global Economy," The Economist, January 10, 2024, 22.

Example of a bibliography entry without an author:

"Understanding the Global Economy." The Economist, January 10, 2024, 20-25.

The article title is typically italicized in the bibliography entry if it's a standalone work, but
for magazine articles, the title is usually enclosed in quotation marks.



Author-Date System Without Authors

In the author-date system, an article without an author is cited using the article title as the
first element in the reference list entry.

Example of an in-text citation without an author:

("Understanding the Global Economy" 2024)

Example of a reference list entry without an author:

"Understanding the Global Economy." 2024. The Economist, January 10, 20-25.

When an article lacks an author, it's crucial to check if an editor or a corporate author is
listed instead. If not, using the article title is the correct procedure.

Citing Magazine Articles with Special Sections or Features

Magazines often contain special features, interviews, or editorial sections that may require
slightly different citation formats. The core principles remain the same, but you might need
to specify the nature of the content.

Interviews

If you are citing an interview published in a magazine, you can cite it as a regular article,
often listing the interviewee as the author if they are being quoted or discussed
extensively. If it's an interview by a specific journalist, the journalist is the author.

Example of a note for an interview:

1. Interview with Jane Austen, conducted by Mark Twain, Literary Digest, April 1999, 30.

Example of a bibliography entry for an interview:

Austen, Jane. Interview by Mark Twain. Literary Digest, April 1999, 30-35.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor

Editorials are typically attributed to the magazine's editorial staff, or you might start with
the title if no specific author is given. Letters to the editor are usually cited by the letter
writer's name.

Example of a note for an editorial:

1. Editorial, "The Importance of Civic Engagement," Time, November 20, 2023, 8.

Example of a bibliography entry for an editorial:

Editorial. "The Importance of Civic Engagement." Time, November 20, 2023, 8.

Special Features



For special features or series, ensure you mention the title of the feature within the article
citation if it's distinct from the article title.

It is always best to consult the Chicago Manual of Style directly when dealing with less
common source types to ensure perfect adherence to the guidelines.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Magazine Citations

Writers often encounter a few common errors when creating Chicago style citations for
magazines. Awareness of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your citations
are accurate and professional.

Common mistakes include:

Incorrect punctuation, such as missing or misplaced commas and periods.

Inconsistent formatting between notes and bibliography entries, or between the two
systems.

Failure to include all necessary components, like volume, issue, or page numbers.

Incorrect capitalization of titles.

Missing or improperly formatted URLs or DOIs for online articles.

Not distinguishing clearly between the article title and the magazine title.

Paying close attention to detail and cross-referencing your citations with examples from the
Chicago Manual of Style is crucial for avoiding these issues.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Magazine Referencing

To ensure your Chicago style citations for magazines are consistently accurate and
professional, adhere to these best practices. These habits will streamline your citation
process and enhance the credibility of your work.

Consult the Latest Edition: Always refer to the most recent edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for the most up-to-date guidelines.

Maintain Consistency: Stick to either the notes-bibliography or author-date system
throughout your entire document.

Be Meticulous with Details: Double-check all names, dates, titles, and page
numbers for accuracy.

Use Citation Management Tools: Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can
help generate and format citations, but always review their output for accuracy.



Proofread Carefully: Before submitting your work, thoroughly proofread all your
citations for any errors.

Understand Your Source: Differentiate between magazines, journals, and
newspapers, as their citation formats can vary.

By integrating these practices into your writing process, you can confidently produce well-
cited academic work.

---

FAQ: Chicago Style Citation Examples for Magazines

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems for Chicago style
magazine citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and the accompanying
list at the end of the paper. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for
in-text citations and a bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical
in-text citations (author, year) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a magazine article found online using
Chicago style?
A: For online magazine articles in Chicago style, you will typically include the DOI or URL. In
the notes-bibliography system, you'll add it to your note and bibliography entry. In the
author-date system, it's included in the reference list entry. Always check for a DOI first, as
it's a more stable identifier than a URL.

Q: What if a magazine article has no author listed?
A: If a magazine article lacks an author, you begin the citation with the article title. In the
notes-bibliography system, the article title starts the note and bibliography entry. In the
author-date system, the article title begins the reference list entry.

Q: How do I format the magazine title in a Chicago style
citation?
A: In Chicago style, magazine titles are typically italicized in both the notes-bibliography
and author-date systems. The article title, however, is enclosed in quotation marks.



Q: What publication date information is typically
required for a magazine article citation?
A: For magazines, you generally need to include the full publication date, which includes
the month and day, in addition to the year. This provides readers with precise information
about when the article was published.

Q: Can I use abbreviations for months in Chicago style
magazine citations?
A: Yes, Chicago style generally permits the abbreviation of months (e.g., Jan, Feb, Mar) in
magazine citations, especially in the bibliography and reference list. However, it's good
practice to check if your specific style guide or instructor has preferences on this.

Q: What is the difference between citing a magazine
and a scholarly journal in Chicago style?
A: While both are periodicals, scholarly journals are typically peer-reviewed and have more
formal structures. Journal article citations often include volume and issue numbers more
prominently, along with page numbers and sometimes an issue identifier. Magazine
citations emphasize the specific issue's date and general page range.

Q: How do I cite a magazine article that is part of a
special section or series?
A: If the article is part of a special section or series, you should include the title of that
section or series in your citation. This might appear after the article title or be integrated
into the citation depending on the specific structure and the Chicago Manual of Style's
guidelines for such cases.

Q: Do I need to include an access date for online
magazine articles in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, it is often recommended to include an access date for
online sources, especially if the content is likely to change or be updated. For the author-
date system, access dates are less commonly used unless the source is highly ephemeral.

Q: What are the page number requirements for citing a
magazine article?
A: You should provide the full page range where the article appears. For example, if an
article starts on page 45 and ends on page 50, you would cite it as "45-50". If the article is
spread across non-consecutive pages, list the first page followed by a plus sign (e.g., 45+).
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