
chicago style citation examples for electronic
sources
chicago style citation examples for electronic sources are essential for academic integrity and clear
communication in a digital age. Navigating the nuances of citing online materials can be complex, but
understanding the core principles of The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for electronic sources
ensures your research is properly attributed. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process,
offering clear, step-by-step instructions and numerous examples for various types of online content,
from websites and articles to social media and video. We will cover both the author-date and note-
bibliography systems, providing the foundational knowledge needed to cite any electronic source
accurately. Mastering these citation methods is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and allowing your
readers to locate the original information you consulted.
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Navigating Chicago Style Citation Examples for
Electronic Sources

The digital landscape has transformed how we access and utilize information, making proficiency in
citing electronic sources a cornerstone of academic and professional writing. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for acknowledging these online materials, ensuring that
readers can trace your research journey and that original creators receive proper credit. This section
will explore the fundamental principles and provide detailed examples for citing a wide array of digital
content within both the note-bibliography and author-date systems.

Understanding the Note-Bibliography System for
Electronic Sources

The note-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources. Each note corresponds to a bibliographic entry at the end of the work. For electronic sources,
CMOS emphasizes providing enough information for the reader to locate the original material, often
including a stable URL or DOI.

General Website Citations in Note-Bibliography

When citing a general website, the key is to identify the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or article, the title of the overall website, and the publication or last modified date, followed by
the URL. If an author is not identifiable, the entry begins with the title of the page.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

1. Jane Doe, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech Insights, last modified March 15, 2023,
https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai.

Bibliographic Entry Example:

Doe, Jane. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights. Last modified March 15, 2023.
https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai.

Online Journal Articles in Note-Bibliography

Citing online journal articles requires attention to author, article title, journal title, volume and issue
numbers, publication date, and the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL. The DOI is preferred as it is a
persistent link.

Footnote/Endnote Example:



2. John Smith, "Impact of Climate Change on Arctic Ecosystems," Journal of Environmental Science 45,
no. 2 (Spring 2022): 112-130, https://doi.org/10.1080/00000000.2022.0000000.

Bibliographic Entry Example:

Smith, John. "Impact of Climate Change on Arctic Ecosystems." Journal of Environmental Science 45,
no. 2 (Spring 2022): 112-130. https://doi.org/10.1080/00000000.2022.0000000.

Online Books and Chapters in Note-Bibliography

For full online books, the author, title, publication information, and URL or DOI are crucial. If citing a
specific chapter, include the chapter title and page range alongside the book details.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

3. Alice Brown, "A History of Digital Art" (New York: Creative Press, 2021), chap. 5,
https://www.creativepress.com/digitalart/history.

Bibliographic Entry Example:

Brown, Alice. "A History of Digital Art." New York: Creative Press, 2021.
https://www.creativepress.com/digitalart/history.

Social Media and Blog Posts in Note-Bibliography

Citing social media and blog posts requires a different approach, focusing on the author (username if
no real name is available), the content of the post, the platform, and the date. A direct link is
essential.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

4. @ScienceFacts, "Did you know that bees can fly higher than Mount Everest?" Twitter, February 10,
2023, https://twitter.com/ScienceFacts/status/1234567890.

Bibliographic Entry Example:

@ScienceFacts. "Did you know that bees can fly higher than Mount Everest?" Twitter, February 10,
2023. https://twitter.com/ScienceFacts/status/1234567890.

Videos and Podcasts in Note-Bibliography

For multimedia content like videos and podcasts, include the creator, title, platform (e.g., YouTube,
Spotify), uploader/producer, publication date, and URL.

Footnote/Endnote Example:



5. TED Talks, "The Power of Yet," interview with Carol S. Dweck, YouTube video, posted by TED,
October 15, 2014, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2wF7e2Wb0c.

Bibliographic Entry Example:

TED Talks. "The Power of Yet." Interview with Carol S. Dweck. YouTube video. Posted by TED, October
15, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2wF7e2Wb0c.

Understanding the Author-Date System for Electronic
Sources

The author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and social sciences, employs parenthetical
in-text citations and a reference list at the end of the paper. The in-text citation typically includes the
author's last name and the year of publication.

General Website Citations in Author-Date

In-text citations for websites will include the author's last name and the year. If no author is listed, use
the website's name. The reference list entry will mirror the note-bibliography format but without the
note numbers.

In-Text Citation Example:

(Doe 2023)

Reference List Entry Example:

Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights. Last modified March 15, 2023.
https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai.

Online Journal Articles in Author-Date

For online journal articles, the in-text citation includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. The reference list entry provides all necessary details, prioritizing the DOI.

In-Text Citation Example:

(Smith 2022)

Reference List Entry Example:

Smith, John. 2022. "Impact of Climate Change on Arctic Ecosystems." Journal of Environmental
Science 45, no. 2 (Spring): 112-130. https://doi.org/10.1080/00000000.2022.0000000.



Online Books and Chapters in Author-Date

When citing online books or chapters, the author and year appear in the in-text citation. The
reference list entry provides the full publication details and access information.

In-Text Citation Example:

(Brown 2021)

Reference List Entry Example:

Brown, Alice. 2021. "A History of Digital Art." New York: Creative Press.
https://www.creativepress.com/digitalart/history.

Social Media and Blog Posts in Author-Date

For social media and blog posts, the in-text citation will typically use the author's name (or username)
and the date of the post. The reference list entry provides the post's content, platform, and URL.

In-Text Citation Example:

(@ScienceFacts 2023)

Reference List Entry Example:

@ScienceFacts. 2023. "Did you know that bees can fly higher than Mount Everest?" Twitter, February
10, 2023. https://twitter.com/ScienceFacts/status/1234567890.

Videos and Podcasts in Author-Date

In-text citations for videos and podcasts will include the creator and the year of publication. The
reference list provides comprehensive details about the multimedia content.

In-Text Citation Example:

(TED Talks 2014)

Reference List Entry Example:

TED Talks. 2014. "The Power of Yet." Interview with Carol S. Dweck. YouTube video. Posted by TED.
October 15, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2wF7e2Wb0c.

Key Elements of Electronic Source Citations



Regardless of the system used, several core elements are consistently important when citing
electronic sources in Chicago style. These elements ensure that your citations are complete and that
your readers can reliably find the information you referenced. The most critical components include
the author's name (or organizational author), the title of the specific work (e.g., article, webpage,
post), the title of the larger work or platform (e.g., website, journal, social media service), the
publication or last modified date, and a stable URL or DOI. For sources without a clear publication
date, using an access date is recommended.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Electronic
Citations

Several common errors can undermine the accuracy and effectiveness of your Chicago style citations
for electronic sources. One frequent mistake is omitting the URL or DOI, making it impossible for
readers to access the original material. Another issue is failing to provide an access date for content
that might change or disappear, such as blog posts or dynamic web pages. Incorrectly identifying the
author or publisher, or not distinguishing between the title of an article and the title of the website it
resides on, are also prevalent errors. Ensuring you consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style is crucial, as guidelines for digital sources are regularly updated to reflect new technologies and
platforms.

Mastering chicago style citation examples for electronic sources is an ongoing process that
requires attention to detail and a commitment to accuracy. By understanding the core components of
both the note-bibliography and author-date systems, and by paying close attention to the specific
format for different types of online content, writers can confidently present their research. The
examples provided serve as a reliable guide, but always remember to consult the official Chicago
Manual of Style for the most current and comprehensive guidelines. Proper citation not only upholds
academic integrity but also enriches the scholarly conversation by making sources transparent and
accessible.

FAQ about Chicago Style Citation Examples for Electronic
Sources

Q: What is the most important element to include when citing
an electronic source in Chicago style?
A: The most important element is a stable and accessible URL or Digital Object Identifier (DOI) that
allows your readers to locate the original source. Without this, the citation is incomplete and
impractical.

Q: How do I cite a website if there is no author listed?
A: If no author is listed, you begin the citation with the title of the specific page or article. In the



reference list (author-date) or bibliography (note-bibliography), the organizational author or publisher
can be used if available and relevant, otherwise, proceed directly to the title of the work.

Q: When should I include an access date for an electronic
source in Chicago style?
A: An access date is generally recommended for electronic sources that are likely to change or
disappear, such as websites, blog posts, or online articles without stable publication dates. It is less
critical for sources with DOIs or permanent URLs, like most scholarly journal articles.

Q: What is the difference between a DOI and a URL for
electronic sources?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique identifier for a digital object, ensuring that
the link will remain active even if the website address changes. A URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is
the direct web address of a resource and can sometimes be unstable. The DOI is always preferred if
available.

Q: How do I cite an online book chapter differently from a full
online book?
A: When citing an online book chapter, you will include the author, chapter title, and the title of the
overall book, along with publication information and URL/DOI. Citing a full online book focuses on the
author and the entire book title, publication details, and access information.

Q: Can I use the Chicago style for citing social media posts
like tweets or Facebook updates?
A: Yes, Chicago style provides guidelines for citing social media posts. You would typically include the
author's name or username, the content of the post (quoted or described), the platform name, the
date of the post, and the direct URL.

Q: What is the correct format for citing an online journal
article in the note-bibliography system?
A: In the note-bibliography system, an online journal article citation includes the author's name,
article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, page numbers, and the DOI or
URL. The footnote/endnote entry is more concise than the bibliographic entry.



Q: How does the author-date system differ from the note-
bibliography system in terms of electronic source citations?
A: The primary difference lies in the citation method. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-
text citations (Author Year) and a reference list at the end. The note-bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end, with the bibliography entries often
containing more detailed information than the corresponding notes.
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