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Mastering Chicago Style Citation Examples for E-books

chicago style citation examples e-book citation is a crucial skill for academics, researchers, and
writers navigating the complexities of modern scholarly work. As digital resources become
increasingly prevalent, understanding how to properly cite e-books in Chicago style ensures
academic integrity and allows readers to locate your sources. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the nuances of citing e-books, covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems,
with detailed examples for various scenarios, including how to handle different publication formats
and access methods. We will explore the essential components of an e-book citation, the specific
formatting requirements, and common pitfalls to avoid, providing you with the confidence to cite
your digital sources accurately and effectively.
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Understanding Chicago Style for E-books

Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style when adapted for student papers, offers two primary
citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both are widely
accepted in various academic disciplines, and the choice often depends on the field of study or
specific journal requirements. For e-books, the fundamental principles remain the same as for print



books: accurately attributing sources and providing sufficient information for retrieval. However, the
digital nature of e-books introduces specific considerations, particularly regarding how to indicate
the electronic format and where the reader can access the material. Properly formatting these
citations is paramount for scholarly credibility.

The Notes-Bibliography System for E-books

The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, followed
by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is prevalent in history,
literature, and the arts. When citing e-books, the notes provide concise information about the
source, while the bibliography offers a full bibliographic record.

Basic E-book Citation in Notes

The initial note for an e-book should include the author's name, the title of the e-book, publication
details, and information about its electronic location.

For example:

1. Jane Doe, The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History (New York: Academic Press, 2023), Kindle
Edition, chap. 4, accessed November 15, 2023, do0i:10.1000/xyz123.

Alternatively, if the e-book is accessed via a specific platform or has a stable URL:

2. John Smith, Understanding E-readers (London: Tech Publishing, 2022), PDF file,
https://www.example.com/ebooks/smith ereaders.pdf.

Subsequent Note Citations

Once a source has been fully cited in a note, subsequent references to the same work can be
shortened. This is a standard practice in Chicago style to avoid redundancy and improve readability.

For example:
3. Doe, Digital Age, chap. 6, sec. 2.
4. Smith, E-readers.

Bibliography Entries for E-books

The bibliography entry provides the complete bibliographic information for each source cited. Unlike
notes, the author's last name comes first. The format for e-books in the bibliography is similar to
print books but includes crucial details about the electronic medium.



Here is a standard format:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Title of E-book. City: Publisher, Year. Format (e.g., Kindle
Edition, PDF file, EPUB). DOI or URL. Accessed Date (if applicable).

Example:

Doe, Jane. The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History. New York: Academic Press, 2023. Kindle
Edition. do0i:10.1000/xyz123. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Example with URL:

Smith, John. Understanding E-readers. London: Tech Publishing, 2022. PDF file.
https://www.example.com/ebooks/smith ereaders.pdf.

Citing E-books with No Page Numbers

Many e-books, especially those in formats like Kindle or EPUB, do not have traditional page
numbers. In such cases, Chicago style recommends using other locators to help readers find specific
passages. These can include chapter numbers, section headings, or any other structural identifier
present in the e-book.

For example, using chapter numbers:

5. Jane Doe, The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History (New York: Academic Press, 2023), Kindle
Edition, chap. 5, accessed November 15, 2023, doi:10.1000/xyz123.

In the bibliography:

Doe, Jane. The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History. New York: Academic Press, 2023. Kindle
Edition. do0i:10.1000/xyz123. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Citing E-books with Different Editions or Formats

When an e-book is available in multiple formats or editions, it's important to specify which version
you consulted. This helps readers locate the exact content you referenced. Common formats include
Kindle, EPUB, PDF, and MOBI.

Example citing an EPUB version:

6. Alice Brown, The Future of AI (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021), EPUB file,
https://www.example.com/books/brown_ai.epub.

Bibliography entry:

Brown, Alice. The Future of Al. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021. EPUB file.
https://www.example.com/books/brown_ai.epub.



The Author-Date System for E-books

The Author-Date system, commonly used in the social sciences and sciences, uses in-text citations
consisting of the author's last name and the publication year, followed by a reference list at the end
of the document that provides full bibliographic details.

Basic E-book Citation in Text

In-text citations for e-books in the Author-Date system follow the standard author-date format but
may include locators if page numbers are unavailable.

For example:

Jane Doe's seminal work on the digital age highlights the transformative power of technology (Doe
2023, chap. 4).

If quoting directly and page numbers are absent:

The rapid evolution of digital platforms is undeniable (Doe 2023, chap. 4, sec. 1).

Reference List Entries for E-books

The reference list provides a complete record of all sources cited in the text, allowing readers to
easily locate them. The format for e-books in the reference list is similar to the bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system.

The general format is:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of E-book. City: Publisher. Format (e.g., Kindle
Edition, PDF file). DOI or URL. Accessed Date (if applicable).

Example:

Doe, Jane. 2023. The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History. New York: Academic Press. Kindle
Edition. do0i:10.1000/xyz123. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Example with URL:

Smith, John. 2022. Understanding E-readers. London: Tech Publishing. PDF file.
https://www.example.com/ebooks/smith ereaders.pdf.

Handling E-books without Page Numbers in Author-Date



Similar to the Notes-Bibliography system, when e-books lack conventional page numbers, the
Author-Date system relies on alternative locators in the in-text citation to pinpoint specific passages.

For example:
(Doe 2023, chap. 5)

In the reference list, the absence of page numbers is addressed by clearly stating the format and

providing the DOI or URL.

Doe, Jane. 2023. The Digital Age: A Comprehensive History. New York: Academic Press. Kindle
Edition. do0i:10.1000/xyz123. Accessed November 15, 2023.

Key Elements of an E-book Citation

Regardless of the Chicago style system used, certain core pieces of information are essential for a
complete and accurate e-book citation. These elements ensure that your readers can find and verify
your sources.

Author(s)

This is typically the person or people responsible for writing the e-book. If the e-book has multiple
authors, list them according to Chicago style guidelines (e.g., one author: Last, First; two authors:
Last, First, and First Last; three or more: Last, First, et al.). For edited e-books, the editor(s) are
listed.

Title of the Book

The full title of the e-book should be italicized. If there is a subtitle, it should be preceded by a colon.

Publisher Information

This includes the name of the publisher and the place of publication. For e-books, the publisher
information is usually the same as for the print version.

Publication Date

This is the year the e-book was published. If the e-book has a specific publication date (e.g., for an
online-only publication), use that.



Location Information (DOI, URL, Database Name)

This is the most critical differentiating factor for e-book citations.

e DOI (Digital Object Identifier): A persistent identifier that links to the e-book. This is the
preferred method if available.

e URL (Uniform Resource Locator): The web address where the e-book can be accessed.
Ensure it is a stable and direct link.

e Database Name: If the e-book is accessed through a subscription database (e.g., ProQuest,
JSTOR), mention the database name.

e Format: Clearly state the e-book format (e.g., Kindle Edition, PDF file, EPUB).

* Access Date: For resources that may change or disappear over time (like many web pages),
include the date you accessed the material. This is generally recommended for e-books
accessed via URLs.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Citing e-books can present unique challenges, but with a clear understanding of Chicago style
guidelines, these can be easily overcome.

Locating Publisher Information for E-books

Sometimes, e-books, especially self-published ones or those found on less formal platforms, may lack
clear publisher information. In such cases, if the author is also the publisher, you can list the
author's name again as the publisher. If no publisher information is available at all, you may omit it,
but this should be a last resort and is generally discouraged for academic work.

Dealing with E-books from Subscription Databases

When citing an e-book accessed through a library's subscription database, the process is similar to
citing a stand-alone e-book, but you will often include the database name as part of the location
information. The URL for the database itself is generally not included unless it's a direct link to the
e-book.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

7. Emily White, Literary Criticism in the Digital Age (New York: Routledge, 2020), e-book, accessed
November 15, 2023, ProQuest Ebook Central.



Example (Author-Date):

White, Emily. 2020. Literary Criticism in the Digital Age. New York: Routledge. e-book. Accessed
November 15, 2023. ProQuest Ebook Central.

Citing E-books with Multiple Authors or Editors

When an e-book has multiple authors or editors, follow Chicago style’s rules for listing them. For two
authors, list both. For three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." in notes, but list
all authors in the bibliography or reference list if the Chicago Manual of Style specifies (refer to the
latest edition for precise guidelines). If an e-book has an editor rather than authors, list the editor(s)
instead.

Best Practices for E-book Citations

To ensure accuracy and clarity in your Chicago style e-book citations, adhere to these best practices:
e Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most current
guidelines.

» Be consistent in your citation style throughout your work, whether using Notes-Bibliography
or Author-Date.

e Prioritize using DOIs when available, as they provide the most stable link to e-book content.

e When page numbers are absent, clearly indicate locators like chapter numbers or section
headings to assist readers.

e Double-check all details, including author names, titles, publication dates, and access
information, for accuracy.

e When citing e-books from databases, include the database name for clarity.

e If you are unsure about a specific citation element, err on the side of providing more
information rather than less.

FAQ Section

Q: How do I cite an e-book if it has no publication date?

A: If an e-book lacks a specific publication date, use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) in place of the
year. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system: John Doe, An Unknown Work (City: Publisher,
n.d.). In the Author-Date system: Doe, John. n.d. An Unknown Work. City: Publisher.



Q: What is the difference between a DOI and a URL for an e-
book citation?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent, unique string that identifies a digital object, such
as an e-book, and is designed to remain stable over time. A URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is a
web address that points to the location of the e-book. DOIs are preferred because they are more
stable than URLs, which can change or become defunct.

Q: Do I need to include the access date for all e-book citations
in Chicago style?

A: Tt is generally recommended to include an access date for e-books, especially if they are accessed
via a URL or through a database that might update its content or remove resources. This helps
readers know when you accessed the material, which is crucial if the content changes. However, if
the e-book has a stable DOI and is unlikely to change, the access date may be omitted. Always
consult your instructor or publisher's guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an e-book by a different
author than the editor?

A: If you are citing a specific chapter from an edited e-book where the chapter author is different
from the editor, you will cite the chapter author first, followed by the chapter title, and then the
editor(s) and the book title. For example, in notes: Chapter Author, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed.
Editor First Name Last Name (City: Publisher, Year), Page numbers/locators. In the
bibliography/reference list, the format would be similar, with the chapter author's name appearing
first.

Q: Should I mention the e-reader platform (e.g., Kindle, Nook)
in my citation?

A: Chicago style generally advises noting the format of the e-book, such as "Kindle Edition" or
"EPUB file." This helps the reader understand the nature of the electronic source. You do not
typically need to mention the specific e-reader device itself unless it's relevant to the context of your
research.

Q: What if an e-book has both print and electronic versions
available?

A: If you consulted the e-book version, you should cite it as an e-book. If both versions are readily
available and you used the e-book, citing it as such is appropriate. If you consulted both or are
unsure which to prioritize, check with your instructor or the publication's style guide. Typically, you
cite the version you directly used.



Q: How do I cite an e-book that is a direct scan of a print
book?

A: If the e-book is a digital facsimile of a print book, and it includes page numbers that correspond to
the original print edition, you should aim to include those page numbers as locators. You would still
note its electronic format (e.g., PDF file) and provide the DOI or URL. For example: Author Last
Name, First Name. Title of E-book. City: Publisher, Year. PDF file. doi:xxxx. Accessed [Date]. Page
[page number].

Q: Is it always necessary to include the publisher's location in
an e-book citation?

A: Yes, according to Chicago style, the place of publication is an essential element for book citations,
including e-books, whenever it is available. This information helps distinguish between publishers
with similar names and provides a fuller bibliographic record.
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