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Mastering Chicago Style Citation Examples for Chapters

chicago style citation examples chapter are crucial for academic integrity and proper
referencing in a wide range of scholarly works. Whether you are a student writing a research paper,
a scholar contributing to an edited collection, or an author incorporating an excerpt into a larger
work, understanding how to cite a chapter correctly in Chicago style is paramount. This
comprehensive guide will delve deep into the nuances of citing chapters in both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems, providing clear, actionable examples and explaining the
underlying principles. We will cover various scenarios, including chapters in edited books,
standalone chapters within a monograph, and even chapters from online resources, ensuring you
have the knowledge to cite any chapter with confidence and accuracy.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

Chicago style, also known as Turabian style for student papers, offers two primary systems for
academic citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While both aim to
provide readers with the necessary information to locate source material, their structure and
application differ significantly. Understanding these differences is the first step to correctly applying
Chicago style chapter citation examples.

The notes-bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities, utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations. These notes contain condensed source information, with a corresponding full citation
appearing in a bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, more common in the
social sciences and natural sciences, uses parenthetical author-date citations within the text, linked
to a reference list at the end of the document. Both systems require meticulous attention to detail
for accurate chapter citations.

Citing Chapters in Edited Books: The Cornerstone of



Chapter Referencing

Citing chapters from edited books is perhaps the most frequent scenario encountered when dealing
with Chicago style chapter citation examples. In an edited book, multiple authors may contribute
individual chapters, each requiring its own citation. The editor(s) are responsible for the collection
as a whole, while the chapter author is credited for their specific contribution. Correctly attributing
both the chapter author and the editors is vital.

The structure of the citation will vary slightly depending on whether you are using the notes-
bibliography system or the author-date system. However, the core information remains consistent:
identifying the chapter author, the chapter title, the title of the edited book, the editor(s) name(s),
publication details, and the page range of the chapter. Paying close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and the order of elements is key to adhering to Chicago style guidelines.

Essential Components of a Chapter Citation

Regardless of the Chicago style system employed, certain fundamental pieces of information are
indispensable when citing a chapter. These components allow your readers to accurately identify
and locate the specific source material you have referenced. Omitting any of these can lead to
confusion or make it difficult for your audience to verify your information.

The core elements generally include:

The author(s) of the specific chapter.

The title of the chapter, typically enclosed in quotation marks.

The title of the larger work (the edited book or collection), italicized.

The name(s) of the editor(s) of the work, often preceded by "ed." or "eds."

Publication information, including the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication.

The page numbers on which the chapter appears.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography: In-Text Citations
and Full Bibliographic Entries

The notes-bibliography system requires two distinct forms of citation for any source, including
chapters: the in-text note and the full bibliographic entry. Each serves a specific purpose in guiding
your reader. The in-text note provides a concise pointer to the source at the exact point of reference,
while the bibliography offers a comprehensive record of all consulted materials.



In-Text Footnotes/Endnotes for Chapters in Edited Books

When you cite a chapter from an edited book for the first time in your text using the notes-
bibliography system, you will create a numbered footnote or endnote. This note will contain the
author of the chapter, the chapter title, the book title, the editor(s), publication details, and the
specific page number(s) you are referencing.

Example of a First Note:

1. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Modern Art," in A Century of Artistic Innovation, ed. John Smith (New
York: Art Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent notes referring to the same source can be shortened. This is typically done by including
the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of the chapter title, and the page number. If only
one source by an author is used, the chapter title may be omitted, relying solely on the author's
name and page number.

Example of a Subsequent Note:

2. Doe, "Evolution of Modern Art," 52.

Full Bibliographic Entries for Chapters in Edited Books

The bibliography, located at the end of your paper, provides a complete list of all sources cited. For
a chapter in an edited book, the bibliographic entry reverses the order of elements compared to the
first note and omits specific page numbers for the chapter, instead listing the total page range of the
chapter within the book. The chapter author's last name appears first, followed by their first name.
The editor's name is preceded by "edited by."

Example of a Bibliographic Entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In A Century of Artistic Innovation, edited by John Smith,
40-65. New York: Art Press, 2020.

Chicago Style Author-Date: In-Text Citations and
Reference List Entries

The author-date system of Chicago style offers a different approach to in-text referencing and source
listing. Instead of footnotes or endnotes, parenthetical citations are embedded directly within your
text, and a comprehensive reference list replaces the bibliography.



In-Text Parenthetical Citations for Chapters in Edited Books

In the author-date system, in-text citations typically include the chapter author's last name, the year
of publication, and the page number(s). These elements are enclosed in parentheses.

Example of an In-Text Citation:

As noted by Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Modern Art" explores significant shifts in artistic expression
(Doe 2020, 45).

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, you can omit it from the parenthetical citation
and only include the year and page number.

Example of an In-Text Citation with Author in Sentence:

Doe notes that "The Evolution of Modern Art" explores significant shifts in artistic expression (2020,
45).

Reference List Entries for Chapters in Edited Books

The reference list in the author-date system also differs in format from the notes-bibliography
system. The chapter author's last name still comes first. The year of publication is placed
immediately after the author's name. The chapter title is in quotation marks, and the book title is
italicized. The editor's role is indicated by "ed." or "eds." preceding their name. The page numbers
for the chapter are provided in parentheses after the editor information.

Example of a Reference List Entry:

Doe, Jane. 2020. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In A Century of Artistic Innovation, edited by John
Smith, 40-65. New York: Art Press.

Citing Standalone Chapters in Monographs

Sometimes, a "chapter" might refer to a distinct section within a larger, single-authored work (a
monograph) that you wish to cite independently. While less common than citing chapters in edited
collections, it is important to know how to handle these situations.

In such cases, you are essentially citing a part of a book by a single author. The citation will focus on
the book's author and title, along with the specific chapter or section title and page numbers you are
referencing.



Notes-Bibliography: Citing a Chapter in a Monograph

For the notes-bibliography system, the in-text note will reference the book's author and title, along
with the specific chapter and page. The full bibliographic entry will also reflect the single
authorship.

Example of a First Note (Monograph Chapter):

1. Robert Johnson, The History of Rome, chap. 3, "The Republic's Decline," 120.

Example of a Bibliographic Entry (Monograph Chapter):

Johnson, Robert. The History of Rome. Chapter 3, "The Republic's Decline," 115-135.

Author-Date: Citing a Chapter in a Monograph

For the author-date system, the in-text citation will include the book's author, year, and page, and
the reference list entry will follow the standard author-date format for a book, potentially specifying
the chapter.

Example of an In-Text Citation (Monograph Chapter):

The foundational stages of Roman governance are thoroughly discussed in Johnson's seminal work
(Johnson 2018, 120).

Example of a Reference List Entry (Monograph Chapter):

Johnson, Robert. 2018. The History of Rome. Chapter 3, "The Republic's Decline." New York: Classic
Books.

Citing Chapters from Online Resources and Databases

The digital age presents new challenges and nuances in citation. When citing a chapter that exists
online, whether accessed through a database, an institutional repository, or a publisher's website,
you need to include information that allows your reader to access the digital version.

Notes-Bibliography: Citing Online Chapters

For chapters accessed online, your note and bibliography entry should include a stable URL or
Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if available. If neither is present, you may need to cite the name of the
database or website.

Example of a First Note (Online Chapter in Edited Book):



3. Maria Garcia, "Biotechnology's Ethical Frontiers," in Innovations in Science Ethics, ed. David Lee
(London: Global Publishing, 2021), 88-105, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.2021.001.

Example of a Bibliographic Entry (Online Chapter in Edited Book):

Garcia, Maria. "Biotechnology's Ethical Frontiers." In Innovations in Science Ethics, edited by David
Lee, 80-110. London: Global Publishing, 2021. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.2021.001.

Author-Date: Citing Online Chapters

Similarly, the author-date system requires the inclusion of digital access information in your
reference list entry.

Example of a Reference List Entry (Online Chapter in Edited Book):

Garcia, Maria. 2021. "Biotechnology's Ethical Frontiers." In Innovations in Science Ethics, edited by
David Lee, 80-110. London: Global Publishing. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx.2021.001.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago Style
Chapter Citations

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style chapter citation examples can be challenging, and several
common pitfalls can lead to errors. Being aware of these and adopting best practices will
significantly improve the accuracy and professionalism of your work.

One of the most frequent mistakes is confusing the author of the chapter with the editor of the book.
Always ensure that the primary author credited for the chapter's content is listed as the chapter
author, and the editor(s) are noted as such. Another common error is inconsistent punctuation or
capitalization, particularly between notes and bibliographies or reference lists. Meticulously
following the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for commas, periods, and italics is crucial.

Best practices include:

Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable Turabian guide
for definitive rules.

Use citation management software to help maintain consistency, but always double-check the
generated citations.

Proofread your citations carefully for any typographical errors or omissions.

If citing multiple chapters from the same edited book, ensure each citation is specific to the
chapter's author and page numbers.

For online sources, prioritize DOIs over URLs whenever possible, as DOIs are more stable



identifiers.

By diligently applying these principles and paying close attention to the details of Chicago style
citation examples chapter, you can ensure your academic work is properly attributed and adheres to
the highest standards of scholarly practice. This precision not only upholds academic integrity but
also enhances the credibility and usability of your research for your readers.









Q: What is the main difference between citing a chapter in an
edited book versus a chapter in a single-authored book in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in attribution. When citing a chapter in an edited book, you credit the
individual chapter author first and then mention the editor(s) and the book title. When citing a
chapter within a single-authored book (monograph), you primarily cite the book's author and title,
and then specify the chapter or section you are referencing.

Q: How do I format the chapter title in Chicago style notes and
bibliography?
A: In Chicago style notes, the chapter title is enclosed in quotation marks. In the bibliography, the
chapter title is also enclosed in quotation marks, and it precedes the italicized title of the larger
work (the book).

Q: What is the correct way to list the editor's name in a
Chicago style citation for a chapter in an edited book?
A: In both notes and bibliography entries for Chicago style, the editor's name is preceded by "ed."
for a single editor or "eds." for multiple editors. In the notes, it often appears as "ed. John Smith,"
and in the bibliography, it is "edited by John Smith."

Q: Should I include the full page range of the chapter or just
the specific page I cited?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, your initial footnote or endnote should include the specific page
number(s) you are referencing. However, the full bibliographic entry should list the entire page
range of the chapter within the book. For the author-date system, the in-text citation includes
specific page numbers, and the reference list entry also includes the full page range of the chapter.

Q: What if the chapter I'm citing has a DOI? How should I
include it in Chicago style?
A: If a chapter has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), you should include it in your citation. In both the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, the DOI is typically placed at the end of the citation,
often formatted as a URL starting with "https://doi.org/". It is preferred over a URL if available.

Q: How do I cite a chapter that I accessed online through a
university library database in Chicago style?
A: When citing a chapter accessed online through a database, include the author, chapter title, book
title, editor(s) (if applicable), publication information, and then the name of the database and a URL



or DOI if available. If no DOI or stable URL is present, a descriptive name of the database or
platform may suffice.

Q: Can I use shortened titles for subsequent citations of the
same chapter in Chicago style notes?
A: Yes, for the notes-bibliography system, subsequent notes referring to the same source can be
shortened. This typically involves using the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of the
chapter title, and the page number. If only one source by that author is used, the chapter title might
be omitted.

Q: What are the key differences in punctuation between
Chicago style notes and bibliography entries for chapters?
A: Notes and bibliography entries have distinct punctuation. In notes, commas are generally used to
separate elements like editor and publisher, and page numbers follow a comma. In the bibliography,
elements are often separated by periods, and the entire entry is structured to list the chapter author
first, followed by the book details. The editor's name in the bibliography is also presented differently,
often as "edited by."
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