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Chicago Style Citation Examples Chapter in E-book: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citation examples chapter in e-book can sometimes feel like
navigating a labyrinth, especially when dealing with the nuances of digital
publications. Understanding how to correctly cite a chapter from an e-book is
crucial for academic integrity and for ensuring your readers can easily
locate your sources. This guide will demystify the process, providing clear,
step-by-step instructions and detailed examples for both the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. We will cover essential
components of an e-book chapter citation, including author, chapter title, e-
book title, publisher, publication date, and crucial digital identifiers like
DOIs and URLs. Mastering these elements will equip you to cite any e-book
chapter accurately and professionally.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Citation for E-books

Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style when applied to student
papers, offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic and
professional writing, but they differ in their structure and placement of
citation information. When dealing with e-books, the fundamental principles



remain the same as with print books: identifying the author, title,
publisher, and publication date. However, the digital nature of e-books
introduces the need to include specific information that allows readers to
access the source electronically, such as a DOI or a stable URL. The goal is
always to provide enough information for a reader to find the exact source
you consulted.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidelines for
citing various sources, including digital ones. For e-book chapters, it's
important to distinguish between citing the chapter itself and citing the
entire e-book. While the e-book as a whole might have its own ISBN and
publisher information, each chapter within it can be treated as a distinct
unit, especially if it's a standalone piece within a larger edited
collection. This distinction is vital for precise academic referencing.
Familiarizing yourself with the core elements of both citation systems will
prevent common errors and ensure clarity in your research.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System: Citing
E-book Chapters

The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to provide citation
details within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the
work listing all cited sources alphabetically. This system is often favored
in humanities disciplines. When citing a chapter from an e-book using this
method, you’ll need to provide a detailed note the first time the source is
referenced and a shortened version for subsequent notes. The bibliography
entry will be more comprehensive.

First Citation of an E-book Chapter (Note)

The first time you cite a chapter from an e-book in a note, you must include
all necessary information for full identification. This includes the chapter
author, the chapter title, the e-book title, the editor(s) if applicable,
publication information for the e-book, and the digital locator. Page numbers
are essential if available. If the e-book has a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier), it is always preferred over a URL.

The general format for a note is:

e Chapter Author’s First Name Last Name, “Chapter Title,” in E-book Title,
ed. Editor’'s First Name Last Name (Publisher City: Publisher Name,
Year), page number(s), DOI or URL.

Example:



n

1. Jane Doe, “The Evolution of Digital Libraries,” in The Future of
Information Access, ed. John Smith (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 45-67,
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Subsequent Citations of an E-book Chapter (Note)

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same chapter are
shortened to conserve space and reduce redundancy. This shortened note
typically includes the chapter author’s last name, a shortened chapter title,
and the specific page number(s) being referenced. If the e-book has a DOI, it
can also be included in subsequent notes for clarity, though it’s not always
mandatory if the source is easily identifiable by author and title.

The general format for a subsequent note is:

e Chapter Author’s Last Name, “Shortened Chapter Title,” page number(s).

Example (following the previous one):

2. Doe, “Digital Libraries,” 52.

Bibliography Entry for an E-book Chapter

The bibliography entry for an e-book chapter provides a comprehensive
overview of the source. Unlike notes, the author’s last name comes first, and
punctuation differs slightly. It is alphabetized by the author’s last name.
Including the DOI or URL is mandatory in the bibliography to allow readers to
retrieve the source.

The general format for a bibliography entry is:

e Chapter Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Chapter Title.” In E-book
Title, edited by Editor’s First Name Last Name, page range of chapter.
Publisher City: Publisher Name, Year. DOI or URL.

Example:

Doe, Jane. “The Evolution of Digital Libraries.” In The Future of Information
Access, edited by John Smith, 45-75. New York: Academic Press, 2022.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Chicago Style Author-Date System: Citing E-book



Chapters

The author-date system is common in the sciences and social sciences. It uses
in-text citations, typically in parentheses, to refer to sources. These in-
text citations point to a reference list at the end of the document, which
contains full bibliographic information for all cited works. For e-book
chapters, the in-text citation will include the author’s last name and the
publication year, while the reference list entry will be similar to the
bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system but with slight
formatting differences.

In-Text Citations for E-book Chapters (Author-Date)

In-text citations in the author-date system are brief and placed within the
text, usually at the end of a sentence or clause. They immediately follow the
quoted or paraphrased material and indicate the author's last name, the year
of publication, and the specific page number(s). If the author’s name is
mentioned in the sentence, it doesn’t need to be repeated in the parentheses.

The general format for an in-text citation is:

e (Author’s Last Name Year, Page Number)

Example:

The rise of digital archives has significantly impacted research
methodologies (Doe 2022, 52).

Alternatively, if the author is part of the narrative:

Doe (2022, 52) argues that digital libraries are fundamentally reshaping
academic inquiry.

Reference List Entry for an E-book Chapter (Author-
Date)

The reference list in the author-date system provides full bibliographic
details for each source, alphabetized by author’s last name. The format for
an e-book chapter is similar to the bibliography entry in the notes-
bibliography system, with the primary difference being the inclusion of the
publication year immediately after the author’s name. The inclusion of a DOI
or URL is crucial.

The general format for a reference list entry is:

e Chapter Author’s Last Name, First Name. Year. “Chapter Title.” In E-book
Title, edited by Editor’s First Name Last Name, page range of chapter.



Publisher City: Publisher Name. DOI or URL.

Example:

Doe, Jane. 2022. “The Evolution of Digital Libraries.” In The Future of
Information Access, edited by John Smith, 45-75. New York: Academic Press.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Key Components of an E-book Chapter Citation

Regardless of the Chicago style system used, certain core pieces of
information are indispensable for citing an e-book chapter accurately. These
components ensure that your citation is complete and allows readers to trace
your sources effectively. Omitting any of these can lead to ambiguity or make
it impossible for someone else to locate the material you have referenced.
Precision in these details is paramount for academic credibility.

Author and Editor Information

The author of the specific chapter you are citing is the primary identifier.
If the chapter is part of an edited collection where different authors
contributed individual chapters, you will cite the chapter author, not the
editor of the entire e-book, as the primary author of the chapter. However,
the editor's name(s) must also be included, usually in the e-book title
section, as they curated the collection. Be sure to note if there are
multiple editors and format their names according to Chicago style guidelines
(e.g., "edited by John Smith and Mary Jones").

Title of the Chapter and E-book

The title of the specific chapter should be enclosed in quotation marks. This
is distinct from the title of the entire e-book, which is typically
italicized. Ensure that both titles are transcribed exactly as they appear in
the source material, paying attention to capitalization and any special
characters. The chapter title identifies the specific piece of content, while
the e-book title situates that chapter within a larger work.

Publication Details

Standard publication details include the publisher's name and the city of
publication. While e-books may not always have a physical "city" of



publication, Chicago style generally requires listing a location if one is
provided by the publisher. The year of publication is also critical for
dating the source. For e-books, you might encounter a publication year for
the print version and a different year for the e-book edition; cite the year
of the edition you are using.

Digital Identifiers: DOI and URL

In the context of e-books, providing a stable digital identifier is crucial.
A DOI is a persistent, unique string that identifies a digital object and 1is
the preferred method for citing e-books and e-book chapters when available.
If a DOI is not available, a stable URL that leads directly to the e-book or
chapter should be provided. Avoid generic URLs that lead to a publisher's
homepage or a database's search page. A direct link is essential for easy
access.

Variations and Special Cases in E-book Chapter
Citation

The digital landscape of e-books can present unique challenges for citation.
While the general rules provide a solid foundation, there are instances where
you might need to adapt your citation practices. These variations often arise
from the format of the e-book itself or the platform through which it is
accessed. Understanding these nuances will help you create accurate citations
in a wider range of scenarios.

E-books Without Page Numbers

Some e-books, particularly those designed for reflowable text readers, may
not have fixed page numbers. In such cases, Chicago style allows for
alternative locators. These can include chapter numbers, section headings, or
even paragraph numbers if available. The goal remains to direct the reader to
the specific point in the text you are referencing. Always check your e-book
reader or the e-book file itself for any available numbering system.

n

e For notes: Doe, “Digital Libraries,” chap. 3.

e For author-date: (Doe 2022, chap. 3)



E-books with Specific Access or Platform Information

If an e-book is accessed through a specific database (e.g., Project MUSE,
JSTOR, EBSCOhost), it can be beneficial to include this information in your
citation, especially if the e-book is not otherwise widely available. This
can help readers locate the exact version and access point. However, always
prioritize the DOI if available, as it is more stable than platform-specific
URLsS.

e Example Note: Jane Doe, “The Evolution of Digital Libraries,” in The
Future of Information Access, ed. John Smith (New York: Academic Press,
2022), 45-67, accessed via JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/stable/12345678.

e Example Bibliography: Doe, Jane. “The Evolution of Digital Libraries.”
In The Future of Information Access, edited by John Smith, 45-75. New
York: Academic Press, 2022. Accessed via JSTOR.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/12345678.

Citing a Chapter from an Edited E-book Collection

This is a common scenario. When citing a chapter from an edited e-book, you
cite the author of the chapter, followed by the chapter title. Then, you
include the e-book title (often italicized), the editor(s), and the
publication details of the e-book. Ensure you are clear about who wrote the
chapter versus who compiled the entire e-book. The page range of the chapter
within the e-book is also important.

e Example Bibliography: Doe, Jane. “The Evolution of Digital Libraries.”
In The Future of Information Access, edited by John Smith, 45-75. New
York: Academic Press, 2022.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your
Citations

Accuracy and consistency are the cornerstones of effective academic citation.
When citing e-book chapters, meticulously double-check every element of your
citation against the source material. A misplaced comma, an incorrect year,
or a missing DOI can all hinder your reader's ability to verify your work.
Develop a system for tracking your sources as you research, noting down all
necessary bibliographic information immediately.



Maintaining consistency across all your citations is equally important.
Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date
system, apply the rules uniformly throughout your document. This not only
demonstrates attention to detail but also enhances the overall
professionalism and readability of your work. Referencing style guides, such
as the official Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources, can be
invaluable in resolving any doubts or complexities that arise. The effort
invested in precise citation will significantly strengthen the credibility
and impact of your writing.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information to
include when citing an e-book chapter in Chicago
style?

A: The most crucial pieces of information are the author of the chapter, the
chapter title, the e-book title, publication details, and a stable digital

identifier (DOI or URL). The DOI is highly preferred if available, as it
ensures direct and permanent access to the source.

Q: How do I cite an e-book chapter if it doesn't
have page numbers?

A: If an e-book chapter lacks traditional page numbers, Chicago style
recommends using alternative locators such as chapter numbers, section
headings, or paragraph numbers. Always aim to provide the most specific
locator possible for the reader to find the referenced content.

Q: Should I cite the editor of an e-book collection
or the author of a specific chapter?

A: You should cite the author of the specific chapter as the primary author
of your citation. The editor's name(s) should also be included as part of the
e-book's publication details, indicating their role in compiling the
collection.

Q: What is the difference between a DOI and a URL
for e-book chapters?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent identifier that
ensures a digital object can be located over time, even if its online address
changes. A URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is a web address that can be more
prone to change or become broken. Chicago style prioritizes DOIs over URLs



for this reason.

Q: When do I use the notes-bibliography system
versus the author-date system for e-book chapters?

A: The choice between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system typically depends on the requirements of your discipline, institution,
or instructor. Humanities fields often prefer notes-bibliography, while
sciences and social sciences tend to favor author-date.

Q: How do I format the chapter title and the e-book
title in a Chicago style citation?

A: In Chicago style, the title of the specific chapter is enclosed in
quotation marks, while the title of the overall e-book is italicized.

Q: What are the essential components for a
bibliography entry of an e-book chapter in Chicago
style?

A: A bibliography entry requires the chapter author's full name, the chapter
title in quotation marks, the e-book title in italics, editor information if
applicable, publication details (publisher, city, year), and the page range
of the chapter, followed by the DOI or URL.

Q: How do subsequent notes differ from the first
citation of an e-book chapter in the notes-
bibliography system?

A: Subsequent notes are significantly shortened. They typically include only
the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of the chapter title, and
the specific page number(s) being referenced, omitting most other publication
details.
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