chicago style citation examples book

Understanding Chicago Style Citation Examples for Books

chicago style citation examples book, often referred to as the Turabian style
when used for student papers, is a widely adopted citation method in the
humanities, arts, and some social sciences. Properly citing your sources is
paramount for academic integrity, allowing readers to trace your research and
providing credit to original authors. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the nuances of Chicago style, focusing specifically on book citations,
offering clear examples for both the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. We will cover common scenarios, including single authors,
multiple authors, edited volumes, and books with no author, ensuring you have
the tools to accurately reference your sources. Mastering these examples will
not only enhance the credibility of your work but also demonstrate a deep
understanding of scholarly conventions.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are designed to
provide clear and consistent referencing, but they differ in their
application and structure. The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in
disciplines like history, literature, and art, uses footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources and includes a bibliography at the end of the work. The author-
date system, more common in the social sciences and some natural sciences,



uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list at the end of the
document. While the core information required for a citation remains similar,
the placement and formatting vary significantly between these two approaches.

It is crucial to identify which system your instructor or publisher requires.
Using the incorrect system can lead to a deduction of points or rejection of
your manuscript. Familiarizing yourself with the fundamental differences will
prevent confusion and ensure you are applying the correct rules to your
academic or professional writing. This article will provide specific examples
for both systems, enabling you to confidently cite any book you consult.

Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Book
Citations

The notes-bibliography system employs numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes)
to cite sources within the text. These notes provide detailed information
about the source the first time it is referenced, and shorter versions are
used for subsequent citations of the same work. Following the notes, a
comprehensive bibliography lists all sources cited in the paper, alphabetized
by author's last name.

Full Note for a Book: Chicago Style

The first time a book is cited in a note, it requires a full bibliographic
entry. This provides complete information for the reader to locate the source
easily. The punctuation and order of elements are critical for accuracy.

e Format: First Name Last Name, Book Title (City of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication), Page Number(s).

For example, a full note for a book by a single author would look like this:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2022), 45.

Subsequent Note for a Book: Chicago Style

For any subsequent citations of the same book within the same paper, a
shortened note format is used. This saves space and avoids redundancy,
assuming the reader has already encountered the full citation. If multiple
works by the same author are cited, the shortened note must include a
shortened title.

e Format: Last Name, Shortened Book Title, Page Number(s).



Following the previous example, a subsequent note would be:
2. Doe, History of Chicago, 112.

If you were citing another book by Jane Doe, say Chicago Architecture, the
subsequent note would need to differentiate:

3. Doe, History of Chicago, 201.
4. Doe, Chicago Architecture, 34.

Bibliography Entry for a Book: Chicago Style

The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources used in your paper.
Unlike notes, the author's last name comes first, and the publication
information is presented in a slightly different order and format. It serves
as a comprehensive reference for your readers.

e Format: Last Name, First Name. Book Title. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication.

The bibliography entry corresponding to the previous examples would be:

Doe, Jane. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2022.

Chicago Author-Date System: Book Citations

The author-date system, as its name suggests, integrates citation information
directly into the text through parenthetical references. These typically
include the author's last name and the year of publication, and often the
page number. The corresponding reference list at the end of the paper
provides full bibliographic details for each source.

In-Text Citation for a Book: Chicago Style

In-text citations are placed within the body of your text, usually at the end
of a sentence or clause that contains information drawn from a source. They
are brief and direct the reader to the full entry in the reference list.

e Format: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For a book by Jane Doe, an in-text citation would appear like this:
The historical development of the city is well-documented (Doe 2022, 45).
If a direct quote is used, the page number is essential:

As noted, "the architectural styles are a testament to its rich past" (Doe
2022, 112).



Reference List Entry for a Book: Chicago Style

The reference list is an alphabetized compilation of all sources cited in the
author-date system. It provides the complete publication details necessary
for readers to locate the works. The format is similar to the bibliography in
the notes-bibliography system, but with a slight alteration in punctuation
and order of elements.

e Format: Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher.

The reference list entry for our example book would be:

Doe, Jane. 2022. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Variations in Chicago Style Book Citations

While the basic formats for single-author books are straightforward, Chicago
style accommodates a wide range of publication types. Understanding how to
cite books with multiple authors, editors, translators, or no author is
essential for comprehensive referencing.

Book with One Author

This is the most common scenario and follows the basic formats detailed
above. Ensure the author's name is spelled correctly and the title is
italicized.

Book with Two or Three Authors

For books with two or three authors, all authors' names are included in the
citation. In the notes-bibliography system, names are listed in the order
they appear on the title page. In the author-date system, they are also
listed in order, connected by "and."

* Notes-Bibliography Full Note: First Name Last Name and First Name Last
Name, Book Title (City: Publisher, Year), Page.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, and First Name
Last Name. Book Title. City: Publisher, Year.

e Author-Date In-Text: (First Name Last Name and First Name Last Name
Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last



Name. Year. Book Title. City: Publisher.

Example:

1. John Smith and Mary Jones, American Literature (New York: Academic Press,
2021), 88. (Note)

Smith, John, and Mary Jones. 2021. American Literature. New York: Academic
Press. (Reference List)

Book with More Than Three Authors

When a book has more than three authors, Chicago style typically lists only
the first author's name in the citation, followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation of the Latin "et alia," meaning "and others"). This simplifies
the citation and avoids lengthy author lists.

* Notes-Bibliography Full Note: First Name Last Name et al., Book Title
(City: Publisher, Year), Page.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last
Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Book Title. City:
Publisher, Year. (Note: The bibliography lists all authors up to ten;
for more than ten, list the first seven followed by et al.)

e Author-Date In-Text: (First Name Last Name et al. Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name,
First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. Book Title. City:
Publisher. (Note: The reference list for the author-date system also
lists up to ten authors; for more than ten, list the first seven
followed by et al.)

Example:

1. Robert Johnson et al., World History (London: Global Publishing, 2020),
150. (Note)

Johnson, Robert, Sarah Lee, David Chen, and Emily Rodriguez. 2020. World
History. London: Global Publishing. (Reference List - example with four
authors)

Edited Book

When citing a book that has been compiled or edited rather than authored by a
single individual, the editor's role is highlighted. The format
differentiates between citing the work as a whole and citing a specific
chapter contributed by someone else within the edited volume (which will be
covered later if applicable).



e Notes-Bibliography Full Note: First Name Last Name, ed., Book Title
(City: Publisher, Year), Page.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, ed. Book Title.
City: Publisher, Year.

e Author-Date In-Text: (Last Name Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Last Name, First Name, ed. Year. Book Title.
City: Publisher.

Example:

1. Michael Brown, ed., Essays on Modern Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2019), 30. (Note)

Brown, Michael, ed. 2019. Essays on Modern Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford
University Press. (Reference List)

Book with an Editor and Author

Some books have both an author for the content and an editor who compiled or
annotated it. The citation should reflect both roles.

* Notes-Bibliography Full Note: Author First Name Last Name, Book Title,
ed. Editor First Name Last Name (City: Publisher, Year), Page.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. Book
Title. Edited by Editor First Name Last Name. City: Publisher, Year.

e Author-Date In-Text: (Author Last Name Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book
Title. Edited by Editor First Name Last Name. City: Publisher.

Example:

1. William Shakespeare, Hamlet, ed. Harold Bloom (New York: Modern Library,
2001), 5. (Note)

Shakespeare, William. 2001. Hamlet. Edited by Harold Bloom. New York: Modern
Library. (Reference List)

Translated Book

When citing a book that has been translated from another language, it is
important to include the translator's name. This acknowledges their
contribution to making the work accessible in the target language.



* Notes-Bibliography Full Note: Original Author First Name Last Name, Book
Title, trans. Translator First Name Last Name (City: Publisher, Year),
Page.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Original Author Last Name, First Name.
Book Title. Translated by Translator First Name Last Name. City:
Publisher, Year.

e Author-Date In-Text: (Original Author Last Name Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Original Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
Book Title. Translated by Translator First Name Last Name. City:
Publisher.

Example:

1. Fyodor Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, trans. Constance Garnett (New
York: Penguin Classics, 2001), 20. (Note)

Dostoevsky, Fyodor. 2001. Crime and Punishment. Translated by Constance
Garnett. New York: Penguin Classics. (Reference List)

Book with No Author

In cases where a book lacks an explicit author, the citation begins with the
title of the book. This is particularly common for reference works, anonymous
classics, or publications where the organization or corporate body 1is
considered the author.

* Notes-Bibliography Full Note: Book Title (City: Publisher, Year), Page.
* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Book Title. City: Publisher, Year.
e Author-Date In-Text: (Shortened Book Title Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Book Title. Year. City: Publisher.

Example:

1. The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017),
101. (Note)

The Chicago Manual of Style. 2017. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
(Reference List)

Electronic Books (E-books)

Citing e-books requires additional information, such as the format of the e-
book and, if available, a stable URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier). This



allows readers to access the digital version of the book.

e Notes-Bibliography Full Note: Author First Name Last Name, Book Title
(City: Publisher, Year), Page, accessed Month Day, Year, Format (e.g.,
Kindle, PDF), URL or DOI.

* Notes-Bibliography Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. Book
Title. City: Publisher, Year. Format (e.g., Kindle, PDF). Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL or DOI.

e Author-Date In-Text: (Author Last Name Year, Page)

e Author-Date Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book
Title. City: Publisher. Format (e.g., Kindle, PDF). Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL or DOI.

Example:

1. Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death (New York: Penguin Books, 2011),
35, accessed October 26, 2023, Kindle,
https://www.amazon.com/Amusing-Ourselves-Death-Television-Public/dp/014103777
5. (Note)

Postman, Neil. 2011. Amusing Ourselves to Death. New York: Penguin Books.
Kindle. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.amazon.com/Amusing-Ourselves-Death-Television-Public/dp/014103777
5. (Reference List)

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Book Citations

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can sometimes lead to minor
errors. Common mistakes include inconsistencies in punctuation, incorrect
ordering of elements, and failure to include essential publication details.
For instance, misplacing commas, omitting the publisher's location, or
incorrectly formatting the author's name are frequent oversights.

Another area where students often struggle is differentiating between the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems. Ensuring you consistently apply
the rules for the chosen system throughout your document is vital. Paying
close attention to the capitalization and italicization of book titles also
contributes to a polished and professional presentation of your citations.
When in doubt, always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style or your instructor's specific guidelines.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The key to effective citation, regardless of the style, is accuracy and
consistency. Double-checking every element of your citations against your
source material will prevent errors. Consistency means applying the same



format for every citation of the same type of source throughout your work.
For example, if you choose to include the access date for e-books, do so for
all e-book citations.

Utilizing citation management software can be a valuable tool for maintaining
accuracy and consistency, especially for longer projects. However, even with
such tools, a manual review is always recommended. A well-formatted and
accurate citation list not only reflects your attention to detail but also
strengthens the overall credibility and scholarly rigor of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date systems when
citing a book?

A: The main difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and
the structure of the final reference list. The notes-bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at
the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author
Year, Page) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a book with three authors in the
Chicago notes-bibliography system bibliography?

A: For a book with three authors in the bibliography of the notes-
bibliography system, you list all three authors in the order they appear on
the title page. The format is: Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name,
and First Name Last Name. Book Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Q: When do I use "et al." for books in Chicago
style?

A: You use "et al." in Chicago style when citing a book with more than three
authors. In the notes-bibliography system, "et al." is used in the notes. In
the bibliography, for up to ten authors, all are listed; for more than ten,
the first seven are listed followed by "et al." In the author-date systenm,
"et al." is typically used in both in-text citations and the reference list
for works with more than three authors.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in
Chicago style book citations?

A: Yes, the city of publication is a required element for book citations in
both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style.



Q: How do I cite an e-book with a DOI in Chicago
style?

A: For an e-book with a DOI, in the notes-bibliography system bibliography,
you would include the DOI at the end: Author Last Name, First Name. Book
Title. City: Publisher, Year. DOI. In the author-date system reference list,
it would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City: Publisher.
DOI.

Q: What 1is the difference in the bibliography entry
for an edited book versus a book with an author and
editor in Chicago style?

A: For an edited book, the editor's name is preceded by "ed." in the
bibliography: Last Name, First Name, ed. Book Title. City: Publisher, Year.
For a book with both an author and an editor, the author is listed first,
followed by "Edited by" and the editor's name: Author Last Name, First Name.
Book Title. Edited by Editor First Name Last Name. City: Publisher, Year.

Q: Is it acceptable to use just the author's last
name and year for subsequent notes in the notes-
bibliography system if they are the only author I'm
citing?

A: No, subsequent notes should always include a shortened version of the book

title to avoid ambiguity, even if you are only citing one author. The format
is: Last Name, Shortened Book Title, Page.

Q: For the author-date system, do I need to include
the page number in every in-text citation?

A: Page numbers are required for direct quotations and paraphrased specific
ideas. For general references to the entire work, page numbers may be omitted
if the context is clear, but it's often best practice to include them for
specificity.
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