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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Examples
for Audiobooks

chicago style citation examples audiobook can seem daunting at first glance,
but with a clear understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
guidelines, citing these increasingly popular forms of media becomes
straightforward. As audiobooks gain prominence in academic research and
general consumption, knowing how to properly attribute them in your
footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and
giving credit where it is due. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of Chicago style citations for audiobooks, covering both the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, and providing
practical, detailed examples. We will explore the essential components of an
audiobook citation, including the narrator, author, title, publisher, and any
relevant access information, ensuring you can accurately cite any audiobook
encountered in your scholarly or personal work.
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The Core Components of an Audiobook Citation in
Chicago Style

When constructing a Chicago style citation for an audiobook, several key
pieces of information are indispensable. These elements ensure that your
reader can locate the exact source you consulted, a fundamental principle of
academic integrity. The author of the original work, the title of the



audiobook, the narrator(s), the publishing company, and the year of
publication are the foundational elements. Understanding how to assemble
these components correctly is the first step towards mastering audiobook
citations in Chicago style.

Author and Original Work Information
The primary author of the content, whether it's a novel, non-fiction work, or
essay collection, is always the starting point. This is typically the person
credited with writing the original text that has been adapted into an
audiobook. If the audiobook is a collection of works by various authors, you
would cite the editor or compiler if they are prominently featured, or the
individual author of a specific chapter or essay within the collection.

Title and Subtitle of the Audiobook
The title of the audiobook should be presented in italics, mirroring the
convention for books. This includes any subtitles, which are typically
separated from the main title by a colon. It is important to use the exact
title as it appears on the audiobook's cover or within its metadata to avoid
confusion.

Narrator(s) and Their Role
The narrator is a critical component of an audiobook citation as they are the
voice through which the content is delivered. CMOS generally specifies that
the narrator be listed after the title, often introduced by the word
"narrated by." If multiple narrators are involved, all should be listed in
the order they appear or are credited. For collections with different
narrators for different pieces, this can add complexity, but for single-voice
narrations, it is more straightforward.

Publisher and Publication Details
The publishing company responsible for releasing the audiobook version is a
mandatory inclusion. This is typically the company that produced or
distributed the audio recording. The year of publication of the audiobook
itself, not necessarily the original print publication date, is also
essential for precise citation. In some cases, especially with digital
audiobooks, the platform from which it was accessed might also be noted,
though this is more common in specific digital source citations.



Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Citing
Audiobooks

The notes-bibliography system is widely used in humanities disciplines. It
involves footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. Citing audiobooks within this system
requires careful attention to detail to ensure clarity and accuracy.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for an Audiobook
In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote provides detailed
information about the source the first time it is cited. Subsequent citations
of the same source can be shortened. The general format for an audiobook in a
footnote or endnote is:

Author’s First Name Last Name, "Title of Audiobook," narrated by
Narrator’s First Name Last Name, Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example:

J.R.R. Tolkien, "The Hobbit," narrated by Rob Inglis, Recorded Books,
2001.

If you are citing a specific portion of the audiobook, you would include the
time stamp:

J.R.R. Tolkien, "The Hobbit," narrated by Rob Inglis, Recorded Books,
2001, 0:15:30.

Bibliography Entry for an Audiobook
The bibliography entry includes all the necessary information for the reader
to locate the source. The format is similar to the footnote but with the
author's last name preceding their first name, and all publication details
presented at the end. The general format for an audiobook in a bibliography
is:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Audiobook." Narrated by Narrator’s
First Name Last Name. Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example:



Tolkien, J.R.R. "The Hobbit." Narrated by Rob Inglis. Recorded Books,
2001.

If the narrator is the primary focus or if there are multiple significant
narrators, the structure might adjust. However, for most standard audiobook
citations, this format is appropriate. It’s crucial to be consistent with the
formatting of titles and author names as per the specific edition or version
of CMOS you are following.

Chicago Author-Date System: Citing Audiobooks

The author-date system is more commonly employed in social sciences and
natural sciences. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's
last name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. The
bibliography entry provides the full source details.

In-Text Citation for an Audiobook
The in-text citation in the author-date system is concise, aiming to direct
the reader to the full bibliographic entry. The format is:

(Author Last Name Year)

For example:

(Tolkien 2001)

If you are quoting or referring to a specific part of the audiobook, you can
include a time stamp for greater precision:

(Tolkien 2001, 0:15:30)

This allows the reader to pinpoint the exact moment in the audio recording
relevant to your discussion.

Bibliography Entry for an Audiobook
The bibliography entry in the author-date system provides a comprehensive
list of all sources cited in the text. The format for an audiobook is:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Audiobook." Narrated by
Narrator’s First Name Last Name. Publisher.



For example:

Tolkien, J.R.R. 2001. "The Hobbit." Narrated by Rob Inglis. Recorded
Books.

Note the placement of the year immediately after the author's name in the
bibliography, which is a distinguishing feature of the author-date system.
This format ensures that the reader can quickly identify the publication year
of the source when cross-referencing with the in-text citations.

Specific Scenarios and Variations for Audiobook
Citations

While the core principles of Chicago style audiobook citation remain
consistent, certain situations may require minor adjustments to the standard
format. Understanding these variations ensures your citations are as accurate
and informative as possible.

Audiobooks Based on Existing Works
When citing an audiobook that is an adaptation of a previously published
print work, you should prioritize the details of the audiobook itself. The
author of the original text is crucial, as is the narrator, publisher, and
publication year of the audio version. While the original print publication
date might be of secondary interest, it is generally not included in the
primary citation unless specifically required by your instructor or
publisher. The focus remains on the medium you actually consulted.

Audiobooks with Multiple Narrators
For audiobooks narrated by more than one person, especially in collections or
dramatic readings, you will need to list all significant narrators. CMOS
generally suggests listing them in the order they are credited. The phrase
"narrated by" can be followed by the names of the primary narrators. If there
are many, you may be instructed to list the first few and use "et al." but
for most academic purposes, listing all credited narrators is preferred. In
the notes-bibliography system, this might look like:

Author Name, "Title," narrated by Narrator A, Narrator B, and Narrator
C, Publisher, Year.

In the bibliography, the order would be reversed for the author's name.



Digital Audiobooks and Access Information
When citing audiobooks obtained digitally, especially from platforms like
Audible, Libby, or through streaming services, you may need to include access
information. CMOS does not have a single, rigid rule for all digital media,
but generally recommends including the URL or platform name if the source is
not otherwise easily retrievable. For audiobooks, this often means noting the
platform and, if applicable, the date of access. However, if the audiobook is
a standard commercial release readily available through multiple sources,
citing the publisher and year is usually sufficient. If your source is a less
common digital recording, consult your specific style guide or instructor for
advice on including URLs or stable identifiers.

Collections of Short Stories or Essays
For audiobooks that are collections of shorter works by different authors,
the citation depends on what you are referencing. If you are citing the
collection as a whole, you would cite the editor or compiler. If you are
citing a specific story or essay within the collection, you would cite the
author of that specific piece, followed by the title of the piece, then the
title of the collection, the narrator of that piece, and the publication
details of the audiobook collection.

Author of Short Piece, "Title of Short Piece," in "Title of Audiobook
Collection," narrated by Narrator of Short Piece, Publisher, Year.

This detailed approach ensures clarity about the specific content you are
referencing within a larger work.

Best Practices for Citing Audiobooks in Chicago
Style

Adhering to best practices in Chicago style citation for audiobooks not only
ensures academic integrity but also enhances the credibility and usability of
your work for your readers. Consistency and accuracy are paramount.

Consult the Latest Edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style
Style guides are regularly updated to reflect evolving publishing norms and
new media formats. Always refer to the most recent edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for the definitive guidelines on citing audiobooks.
Minor variations in formatting or required elements can occur between
editions, so staying current is essential for precise citation.



Be Consistent with Formatting
Once you have determined the correct format for your audiobook citations,
apply it consistently throughout your footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography.
Inconsistency can be distracting to readers and may detract from the overall
professionalism of your work. Pay close attention to italics, punctuation,
capitalization, and the order of elements.

Prioritize the Audiobook's Details
When citing an audiobook, the primary information you should convey is
related to the audio recording itself: the narrator, the audiobook publisher,
and the audiobook publication year. While the original author and publication
details are important context, the details of the specific audiobook you
listened to are what enable your reader to find your precise source.

Utilize Time Stamps for Direct Quotes and Specific
References
For audiobooks, time stamps are invaluable when you are directly quoting or
referencing a very specific moment in the narration. Including a time stamp
(e.g., 0:15:30) after the publication details in your in-text citations (for
author-date) or in your notes allows readers to jump directly to the relevant
section of the audiobook. This level of precision is particularly helpful for
lengthy works or when discussing nuanced points.

Check with Your Instructor or Publisher
In academic settings, instructors or specific publishers may have their own
preferences or requirements for citation styles, even when adhering to a
general system like Chicago style. If you are unsure about any aspect of
citing audiobooks, or if you encounter a particularly complex source, always
seek clarification from your instructor, editor, or refer to any provided
style guidelines. This proactive approach can prevent potential issues and
ensure your work meets all necessary standards.

Conclusion: Mastering Audiobook Citations for
Enhanced Scholarship
Effectively citing audiobooks in Chicago style is a skill that enhances the
scholarly rigor and accessibility of your work. By understanding the core
components, adhering to the specific formats of the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems, and navigating common variations, you can confidently
integrate audiobook sources into your research and writing. This commitment
to accurate citation not only honors the creators of the audio content but



also provides your readers with the necessary tools to explore your sources
independently, fostering a more robust and transparent academic discourse. As
audiobooks continue to grow in importance, mastering their citation is an
essential step for any engaged scholar.

Q: What is the most important information to include
when citing an audiobook in Chicago style?
A: The most crucial information for citing an audiobook in Chicago style
includes the original author, the title of the audiobook, the narrator(s),
the publisher of the audiobook, and the year of publication of the audiobook
itself.

Q: How do I cite a specific passage from an
audiobook using Chicago style?
A: To cite a specific passage from an audiobook, include a time stamp in your
citation. For example, in a footnote: "Author Last Name, 'Title of
Audiobook,' narrated by Narrator Name, Publisher, Year, 0:15:30." In an
author-date system in-text citation, it would be (Author Last Name Year,
0:15:30).

Q: Should I cite the original print publication date
or the audiobook publication date?
A: You should primarily cite the publication date of the audiobook. The
details of the audio version are what matter most when you are referencing
that specific medium.

Q: What if an audiobook has multiple narrators? How
do I list them in Chicago style?
A: For audiobooks with multiple narrators, list them in the order they are
credited. You would typically use the phrase "narrated by" followed by the
names of the narrators. For instance: "Title," narrated by Narrator A,
Narrator B, and Narrator C.

Q: Where can I find the narrator information for an
audiobook?
A: Narrator information is usually prominently displayed on the audiobook's
cover, in its metadata on digital platforms (like Audible or Libby), or
within the audiobook's introductory or concluding notes.



Q: How do I cite an audiobook accessed from a
streaming service like Audible or Libby?
A: For standard commercial audiobooks from platforms like Audible or Libby,
you typically cite the publisher and year of publication as you would for a
physical audiobook. If the specific recording is unique to the platform or
difficult to locate elsewhere, you might include the platform name and URL,
along with the date of access, but this is less common for widely available
titles.

Q: What is the difference in bibliography format
between the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems for audiobooks?
A: The primary difference lies in the placement of the publication year. In
the notes-bibliography system's bibliography, the year appears at the end of
the entry. In the author-date system's bibliography, the year follows the
author's name directly.
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