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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Examples:
A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citation examples article are essential for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and academic integrity.
This guide delves deep into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS), providing clear examples for various source types. Navigating the
complexities of footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies can be daunting, but
understanding the core principles and common citation formats will equip you
with the confidence to properly cite your research. We will explore how to
cite books, journal articles, websites, and other frequently used sources,
offering detailed breakdowns to demystify the process. Mastering these
citation examples will enhance the credibility of your work and demonstrate
your commitment to scholarly standards.
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e The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
e Citing Books in Chicago Style

e Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

e Citing Websites and Online Resources

e Other Common Source Types

e Building Your Bibliography

The Fundamentals of Chicago Style Citation
Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice between
these often depends on the academic discipline or the specific requirements
of a publication. The Notes-Bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities,
uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, followed by a



comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. Conversely, the Author-
Date system, common in the sciences and social sciences, integrates
parenthetical citations directly into the text, indicating the author's last
name and the publication year, and is also accompanied by a reference list.

Understanding the core components of any Chicago style citation is crucial.
Whether in notes or bibliographies, key information typically includes the
author's name, the title of the work, publication details (publisher, date,
place), and page numbers. The specific order and punctuation of these
elements vary depending on the source type and the chosen system, but
consistency is paramount. This article aims to provide practical, easy-to-
follow Chicago style citation examples for a wide range of materials.

Choosing Between Chicago's Two Citation Systems

The decision to use the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date system
is a significant one. The Notes-Bibliography approach is favored in fields
like literature, history, and art history because it allows for extensive
explanatory notes to be included alongside citations, facilitating deeper
scholarly discussion without disrupting the flow of the main text. The
bibliography then serves as a consolidated list of all sources consulted.

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, is highly efficient for
disciplines that require frequent in-text citations and where brevity is
often appreciated, such as political science, sociology, and economics. The
in-text citations are concise, directing readers to the full reference in the
appended reference list. Both systems demand meticulous attention to detail
to ensure accuracy and avoid plagiarism. This guide will present examples for
both systems where applicable, highlighting the differences.

Chicago Style Citation Examples for Books

Citing books is a fundamental skill when using Chicago style. The examples
provided will demonstrate how to cite different scenarios, including single
authors, multiple authors, and edited volumes. It’'s important to note the
differences in punctuation and formatting between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems.

Books with One Author

For a book with a single author, the citation will include the author's full
name, the title of the book (italicized), and publication information. The
placement of commas and periods is critical.



Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

When citing for the first time, the note will be more complete than
subsequent citations. The name is given in its natural order (first name,
last name).

e 1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020), 45.

For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened version is used:

e 2. Smith, History of Chicago, 112.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)
In-text citations are brief:
(Smith 2020, 45)

The reference list entry would be:

e Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Books with Multiple Authors

The handling of multiple authors differs between the first author and
subsequent authors in the Notes-Bibliography system. In the Author-Date
system, the format also changes.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)
For two authors, both names are listed:

e 3. Jane Doe and Robert Johnson, Urban Planning in the Midwest (New York:
Gotham Books, 2018), 78.

For three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and
others) in both notes and bibliography:

e 4. Emily Davis, Michael Brown, and Sarah Wilson, Architectural Styles of
the 20th Century (London: Penguin Books, 2019), 201.



Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)

For two authors, list both in the reference list and in-text if space allows,
or use "et al." if preferred and consistent.

Reference List Entry for Two Authors:

e Doe, Jane, and Robert Johnson. 2018. Urban Planning in the Midwest. New
York: Gotham Books.

In-text citation:
(Doe and Johnson 2018, 78)

Reference List Entry for Three or More Authors:

e Davis, Emily, Michael Brown, and Sarah Wilson. 2019. Architectural
Styles of the 20th Century. London: Penguin Books.

In-text citation:
(Davis et al. 2019, 201)

Edited Books

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored by the person
whose name appears on the cover, you will indicate the editor's role.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 5. Sarah Lee, ed., Essays on Modern Literature (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2021), 15.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)

Reference List Entry:

e Lee, Sarah, ed. 2021. Essays on Modern Literature. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press.

In-text citation:
(Lee 2021, 15)



Chicago Style Citation Examples for Journal
Articles

Academic journals are a cornerstone of scholarly research, and citing them
correctly is vital. The format for journal articles in Chicago style requires
specific details about the journal, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Journal Articles with One Author

The citation for a journal article includes the author's name, the article
title, the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the
publication year, and the page range of the article.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 6. David Chen, "The Impact of Urbanization on Local Ecosystems,"
Environmental Science Quarterly 35, no. 2 (2019): 88.

Subsequent citation:

e 7. Chen, "Impact of Urbanization," 95.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)
In-text citation:
(Chen 2019, 88)

Reference List Entry:

e Chen, David. 2019. "The Impact of Urbanization on Local Ecosystems."
Environmental Science Quarterly 35, no. 2: 88-105.

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, the format for multiple authors in journal articles adheres
to the same rules regarding listing the first author and using "et al." when
necessary.



Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 8. Maria Garcia and Thomas Kim, "New Approaches to Renewable Energy,"
Sustainable Technology Journal 12, no. 4 (2020): 230.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)

Reference List Entry:

e Garcia, Maria, and Thomas Kim. 2020. "New Approaches to Renewable
Energy." Sustainable Technology Journal 12, no. 4: 225-240.

In-text citation:
(Garcia and Kim 2020, 230)

Chicago Style Citation Examples for Websites
and Online Resources

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation, as websites are
dynamic and can be updated or removed. Chicago style provides guidelines for
citing various online materials, emphasizing the importance of providing
stable access points.

Websites with an Author

When a specific author is identifiable for a web page, the citation includes
their name, the page title, the website name (if distinct from the page
title), and the publication or last modified date, along with a URL.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

¢ 9. Emily Carter, "Understanding Climate Change Trends," National
Environmental Agency, last modified December 15, 2022,
https://www.nea.gov/climate/trends.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)
In-text citation (if a date is clearly available):
(Carter 2022)



Reference List Entry:

e Carter, Emily. 2022. "Understanding Climate Change Trends." National
Environmental Agency. Last modified December 15, 2022.
https://www.nea.gov/climate/trends.

Websites without an Author

If no author is apparent, the citation begins with the title of the web page,
followed by the website name and publication details.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 10. "Tips for Effective Online Learning." University Resources Hub.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.universityhub.edu/learning/tips.

Note: When no publication or modification date is available, use an access
date.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)
In-text citation (if no date):
("Tips for Effective Online Learning")

Reference List Entry:

e "Tips for Effective Online Learning." University Resources Hub. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.universityhub.edu/learning/tips.

Citing Other Common Source Types in Chicago
Style

Beyond books and journal articles, researchers often encounter a variety of
other sources that require specific citation formats within the Chicago style
framework. These can include newspaper articles, magazine articles,
dissertations, government documents, and more.



Newspaper Articles

Newspaper citations require the author's name (if available), the article
title, the newspaper title (italicized), the date of publication, and the
page number(s).

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 11. Robert Lee, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," The Chicago
Tribune, November 10, 2023, Al.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)

Reference List Entry:

e Lee, Robert. 2023. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." The Chicago
Tribune, November 10.

In-text citation:
(Lee 2023)

Magazine Articles

Similar to newspaper articles, magazine citations include author, article
title, magazine title (italicized), date of publication, and page number(s).

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote Example)

e 12. Sarah Miller, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Wired,
October 2023, 54.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation and Reference List Example)

Reference List Entry:

e Miller, Sarah. 2023. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Wired,
October.

In-text citation:



(Miller 2023)

Constructing Your Bibliography or Reference
List

Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date
system, a comprehensive bibliography or reference list is a critical
component of your Chicago style citation. This section serves as a complete
inventory of all sources you have cited within your work, presented in a
standardized format to allow readers to locate them easily.

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography is alphabetized by the
author's last name and includes the full citation details for each source.
The formatting within the bibliography is consistent with the second and
subsequent notes, but without the note numbers. For the Author-Date system,
the reference list is also alphabetized by the author's last name and
contains the information required by that system, typically including the
author, date, title, and publication details.

Pay close attention to the specific punctuation, capitalization, and order of
elements for each source type as outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style.
Consistency in your bibliography or reference list is as important as
accuracy in your in-text citations or notes. It demonstrates thoroughness and
respect for the original creators of the information you have used.

Key Elements of a Bibliography/Reference List

Regardless of the system employed, a well-constructed bibliography or
reference list will typically include:

e Alphabetical arrangement by author's last name.
e Complete bibliographic information for each source.

e Consistent formatting in terms of punctuation, capitalization, and
indentation (hanging indents are common).

e Inclusion of all sources cited in the text, and only those sources.

The goal is to provide a clear, navigable list that allows anyone to find the
original sources of your information.



FAQ: Chicago Style Citation Examples Article

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations
within the text and a bibliography at the end, while the Author-Date system

uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year, Page) and a reference list
at the end.

Q: How do I cite a book with two authors in Chicago
style using the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: In a footnote or endnote, you would list both authors' names in natural
order (First Last) followed by the book title and publication details. For
example: 1. Jane Doe and Robert Johnson, Urban Planning in the Midwest (New
York: Gotham Books, 2018), 78.

Q: What is the correct way to format an in-text
citation for a website in the Author-Date system if
there is no publication date?

A: If there is no publication date for a website in the Author-Date system,
you would typically use the access date in your reference list and might omit
the date from the in-text citation or use a phrase like "(n.d.)" for "no
date." The in-text citation would then rely on the title, e.qg.,
("Understanding Climate Change Trends").

Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal article
in Chicago style?

A: No, the title of a journal article should be enclosed in quotation marks,
not italicized. The title of the journal itself is italicized. For example:
"The Impact of Urbanization on Local Ecosystems," Environmental Science
Quarterly.

Q: How do I handle citing a source that has been
accessed online for the Author-Date system?

A: When citing an online source in the Author-Date system, you will include



the author (or title if no author), publication date (or access date if no
publication date), the title of the page or article, the website name, and
the URL. The reference list entry would look something like: Author. Year.
"Article Title." Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: What is "et al." and when is it used in Chicago
style citations?

A: "Et al." is Latin for "and others." It is used in Chicago style citations
(both notes and bibliographies) when a work has three or more authors. You
list the first author's name and then follow it with "et al."

Q: How do I format the bibliography for a Chicago
style paper?

A: The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources cited in your
paper. Entries are typically formatted with a hanging indent (the first line
is flush left, and subsequent lines are indented). The specific formatting
for each source type (book, journal article, website, etc.) follows the rules
of either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, but without the note
numbers.
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