
chicago style citation book
The Chicago style citation book is a cornerstone of academic and scholarly writing, providing a
standardized framework for acknowledging sources and preventing plagiarism. This comprehensive
guide will demystify the intricacies of Chicago style, often referred to as the Turabian style when
applied to student papers, with a particular focus on citing books. Understanding the nuances of this
citation method is crucial for ensuring academic integrity and presenting your research with clarity
and credibility. We will delve into the fundamental principles of Chicago style, distinguish between its
two primary systems – notes-bibliography and author-date – and provide detailed examples for
various book formats. Mastering the Chicago style citation book is an essential skill for students,
researchers, and anyone engaged in scholarly communication.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used citation styles in the humanities,
social sciences, and some natural sciences. It offers a flexible approach, allowing authors to choose
between two distinct citation systems. The primary goal of any citation system, including Chicago
style, is to provide readers with the necessary information to locate the sources an author has
consulted and used in their work. This not only lends credibility to the research but also acknowledges
the intellectual contributions of others.

The two main systems within the Chicago style are the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system. The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in fields like history, literature, and the arts,
relying on footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-
Date system, more common in the social sciences, uses in-text parenthetical citations and a reference
list. Both systems have their specific rules for citing books, which we will explore in detail.

Key Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of the system chosen, Chicago style citations generally include several key pieces of
information when citing a book. These elements help the reader identify the specific source. They
typically include:

Author's full name



Title of the book (italicized)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher name, and year of publication)

Page numbers (for specific references)

The order and punctuation of these elements will vary slightly depending on whether you are using
the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, as well as the specific type of book being cited (e.g., a
single-author work, an edited volume, a translated book).

The Notes-Bibliography System for Books

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes within
the text, corresponding to a list of works cited in a bibliography at the end of the paper. This system is
often favored when extensive quoting or detailed referencing is required, as it allows for more
comprehensive commentary and source explanation within the notes themselves.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

When citing a book for the first time in the Notes-Bibliography system, the full bibliographic
information is typically provided in the note. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are collected at the end
of the document.

First Note for a Book

For a book with a single author, the first note will usually appear as follows:

1. Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page
number.

For example:

1. Jane Doe, The Art of Research (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Notes for a Book

After the first full citation, subsequent notes for the same book can be shortened. A common format
is:



2. Author’s Last Name, Shortened Title, page number.

For example:

2. Doe, Art of Research, 112.

Alternatively, if the author has only one work cited in the bibliography, the author’s last name and
page number may suffice:

3. Doe, 150.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography lists all the sources consulted and cited in the paper, presented in alphabetical order
by the author’s last name. The format for a book in the bibliography differs slightly from the first note.
Notably, the author's last name comes first, and the publication year is placed at the end of the entry.

Bibliography Entry for a Book

The standard format for a single-author book in the bibliography is:

Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

For example:

Doe, Jane. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

The Author-Date System for Books

The Author-Date system, while less common for traditional humanities texts, is widely used in many
social sciences and scientific disciplines. It employs brief in-text parenthetical citations and a
corresponding reference list at the end of the work. This system prioritizes conciseness within the
text, directing readers to the reference list for full publication details.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style (Author-Date)

In the Author-Date system, citations appear parenthetically within the text, typically including the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s) if a direct quote or specific
information is being referenced. These citations are placed before the closing punctuation of the
sentence or clause.



Example of an In-Text Citation

A typical in-text citation for a book would look like this:

(Author’s Last Name Year, Page Number)

For instance:

This concept has been extensively studied (Doe 2020, 45).

If no page number is needed, it would be:

(Doe 2020)

The Reference List in Chicago Style (Author-Date)

The reference list, appearing at the end of the document, contains full bibliographic information for all
sources cited in the text. The entries are organized alphabetically by the author’s last name. The
format for a book entry in the reference list is similar to that of the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system, with the author's last name first and the publication year immediately following
the author's name.

Reference List Entry for a Book

The standard format for a single-author book in the reference list is:

Author’s Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher Name.

For example:

Doe, Jane. 2020. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Citing Different Types of Books in Chicago Style

Beyond single-author monographs, Chicago style provides specific guidelines for citing various types
of books. These include edited volumes, books with multiple authors, translated works, and works
published without a clear author.



Edited Books

When citing an edited book, the editor(s) are credited. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the editor’s
name appears instead of the author’s name, often with an abbreviation like "ed." or "eds.".

First Note: Editor’s First Name Last Name, ed., Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher
Name, Year), page number.

Bibliography: Editor’s Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher
Name, Year.

If you are citing a specific chapter within an edited book, you would include the chapter author,
chapter title, and then the book details, including page numbers for the chapter.

Books with Multiple Authors

For books with two authors, both names are included. For books with three or more authors, you
typically list the first author followed by "et al." (and others).

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): First Author’s Full Name and Second Author’s Full Name,
Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page number.

Notes-Bibliography (First Note, 3+ Authors): First Author’s Full Name et al., Title of Book
(City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page number.

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. City of
Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

Bibliography (3+ Authors): Last Name, First Name, et al. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher Name, Year.

Translated Books

When citing a translated book, it is important to include both the original author and the translator.
The original author is credited as the primary author, followed by information about the translator.

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book, trans.
Translator’s First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page number.



Bibliography: Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Translated by Translator’s First
Name Last Name. City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

Works with No Author or Editor

If a book lacks an author or editor, the citation begins with the title of the book. Alphabetize these
entries by the first significant word of the title (ignoring "A," "An," and "The").

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year),
page number.

Bibliography: Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

Common Challenges in Chicago Style Book Citations

While the rules for Chicago style citation book entries are detailed, several common challenges can
arise. These often involve variations in publication information, electronic versions of books, and
distinguishing between different editions.

Edition Information

If you are citing a book that is not the first edition, you must include the edition number or
description. This information typically appears after the title.

Notes-Bibliography (First Note): Author’s First Name Last Name, Title of Book, edition
number (City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page number.

Bibliography: Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Edition number. City of
Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

For example:

John Smith, A History of Ideas, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2018), 78.



Electronic Books

Citing e-books can be complex due to varying formats (e.g., PDF, Kindle) and the absence of stable
page numbers in some cases. The general rule is to include as much publication information as is
available, including an DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL if no DOI is provided.

The CMOS suggests providing access information if the e-book is likely to be unavailable in print or if
it is crucial for locating the source. The inclusion of page numbers might be replaced by chapter or
section numbers if they are consistently available.

Works Published Without a City or Publisher

In rare cases, a book might be published without a specified city or publisher. In such instances, you
can use "n.p." (no place) or "n.p." (no publisher) respectively, though it's generally best to provide
this information if it can be reliably found through research.

Tips for Accurate Chicago Style Book Citation

Achieving accuracy in Chicago style book citations requires diligence and attention to detail.
Consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style is always the most authoritative source for resolving
complex or unusual citation scenarios. However, some general tips can significantly improve your
practice.

Be Consistent: Once you choose between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems,
stick with it throughout your entire document.

Double-Check Information: Carefully verify all publication details, including author names,
titles, publishers, and publication dates. Even small errors can hinder a reader's ability to locate
the source.

Use Official Resources: Refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reputable
online guides that adhere to its principles.

Utilize Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can
automate much of the citation process, but always review their output for accuracy.

Practice Makes Perfect: The more you practice citing books in Chicago style, the more
proficient you will become. Keep a guide or checklist handy when you are writing.

By meticulously following the guidelines for the Chicago style citation book, you will ensure your
research is properly documented, lending it greater authority and respect within the academic
community.



FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
citing books?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text and at the end of the
document. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year,
Page) and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor instead of an author in
Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, you would list the editor’s name first, followed by "ed." or "eds."
In the Author-Date system, the editor’s name is used in the in-text citation and reference list, also
followed by "ed." or "eds."

Q: What is the correct way to cite a book with three or more
authors in Chicago style?
A: For books with three or more authors, you list the first author's full name in the first note (or
reference list entry in Author-Date) and then use "et al." for subsequent authors. In the bibliography
(or reference list), you would list the first author followed by "et al." if using the Notes-Bibliography
system's bibliography, or list the first author and then "et al." in the Author-Date reference list if there
are more than two authors. For two authors, both are listed.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a book in Chicago style
citations?
A: Yes, book titles should always be italicized in Chicago style citations, whether they appear in notes,
bibliographies, or reference lists.

Q: How do I handle citing an e-book in Chicago style?
A: When citing an e-book, include as much publication information as available, such as author, title,
publisher, and publication year. If a DOI is available, it should be included. If not, provide a URL. Page
numbers may be replaced by chapter or section numbers if they are consistently accessible.

Q: What if a book I am citing has no publication date?
A: If a book lacks a publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) in place of the
year in your citation.



Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in an Author-
Date Chicago style citation?
A: Yes, the publisher's location (city of publication) is generally required in the reference list entry for
a book in the Author-Date system, following the publisher's name.

Q: How do I cite a specific chapter from an edited book in
Chicago style?
A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, you will typically cite the chapter author and chapter title
first, followed by the editor(s) of the book, the book title, and the page range of the chapter. The full
book details follow, as you would for any edited book.
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