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Chicago style capitalization rules for articles are a cornerstone of clear and consistent academic
and professional writing, particularly when adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS).
Understanding these guidelines is crucial for ensuring your published work, whether it's a scholarly
paper, a blog post, or a magazine feature, maintains a polished and professional appearance. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of Chicago style title capitalization, the treatment of
major and minor words, and specific exceptions that often cause confusion. We'll explore how to
correctly capitalize articles, prepositions, conjunctions, and other parts of speech, providing clear
examples to solidify your understanding. Mastering these rules will elevate the readability and
credibility of your written content.

Table of Contents
Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style Title Capitalization
Capitalizing Major Words in Article Titles
Capitalizing Minor Words in Article Titles
Exceptions to Chicago Style Capitalization Rules for Articles
Practical Application: Examples of Chicago Style Title Capitalization
Frequently Asked Questions on Chicago Style Capitalization for Articles

Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style
Title Capitalization
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary approaches to title capitalization: "title case" and
"sentence case." For articles, especially in published works and academic contexts, title case is the
prevailing method. The fundamental principle of title case in Chicago style is to capitalize most words,
with specific categories of words intentionally left in lowercase unless they begin or end the title. This
approach aims to create a visually balanced and easily scannable title, highlighting the most
significant words.

This system is designed to be both practical and aesthetically pleasing. It moves away from
capitalizing every word, which can sometimes appear overly emphatic, while also avoiding the
potential ambiguity of sentence case when used in titles. The strict adherence to these rules ensures
a uniform look across various publications, making it easier for readers to navigate and understand
the content being presented. The Chicago Manual of Style is widely respected, and its capitalization
guidelines are a key component of its enduring influence.

Capitalizing Major Words in Article Titles
In Chicago style title capitalization, the definition of "major words" is quite broad, encompassing most
parts of speech. The general rule is to capitalize nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and
some conjunctions and prepositions that are longer than four letters. This is the foundation upon
which most article titles will be constructed, ensuring that the primary content of the title is readily
apparent. Understanding these categories is the first step to correctly applying the rules.



Nouns are words that represent a person, place, thing, or idea. Pronouns stand in for nouns. Verbs
express action or a state of being. Adjectives describe nouns and pronouns. Adverbs modify verbs,
adjectives, or other adverbs, often indicating manner, time, place, or degree. The vast majority of
words falling into these categories will be capitalized in a Chicago style title, regardless of their
position within the title, unless they fall under specific exclusion criteria.

Capitalizing Minor Words in Article Titles
Conversely, "minor words" are generally left in lowercase in Chicago style, with the crucial exceptions
of appearing at the beginning or end of a title. These typically include articles, conjunctions (unless
they are part of a compound conjunction like "and-or"), and prepositions (unless they are longer than
four letters or are used adverbially). Identifying these words is just as important as identifying the
major ones.

The primary categories of minor words to be mindful of are:

Articles: "a," "an," "the"

Short Conjunctions: "and," "but," "or," "for," "nor," "so," "yet"

Short Prepositions (three letters or fewer): "of," "in," "on," "at," "to," "for," "from," "with," "by,"
"as"

It is vital to remember that even these minor words must be capitalized if they are the first or last
word of the title. This rule ensures that the title always has a clear starting and ending point,
preventing ambiguity. For instance, an article beginning with "The" will always have "The" capitalized,
and an article ending with "of" will have "of" capitalized.

Exceptions to Chicago Style Capitalization Rules for
Articles
While the rules for capitalizing major and minor words are straightforward, several exceptions exist
that require careful attention. These exceptions are in place to maintain clarity, avoid awkward
phrasing, and adhere to established conventions. Familiarizing yourself with these specific scenarios
is key to mastering Chicago style title capitalization.

One significant exception pertains to prepositions. While most prepositions shorter than four letters
are lowercase, longer prepositions are typically capitalized. For example, "through," "between,"
"over," and "under" would be capitalized. However, the context in which a preposition is used can also
influence capitalization; if a preposition functions as part of a phrasal verb or as an adverb, it may be
capitalized regardless of its length.

Another important exception concerns conjunctions. While short coordinating conjunctions like "and,"
"but," and "or" are generally lowercase, they are capitalized if they are part of a compound
conjunction (e.g., "either/or") or if they are used in a way that makes them function more like an
adverb or a preposition. This nuance can sometimes be tricky and requires careful consideration of
the sentence structure.

Additionally, certain words, even if they are nouns, verbs, or adjectives, might be rendered in



lowercase if doing so enhances readability or is a matter of established convention. For instance, in
scientific or technical articles, specific terms might follow disciplinary conventions that differ from
general Chicago style. It is always advisable to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style for the most current and definitive guidance on these exceptions.

Practical Application: Examples of Chicago Style Title
Capitalization
Applying the rules of Chicago style capitalization to article titles can be illustrated with clear
examples. These examples demonstrate the interplay between capitalizing major words, lowercasing
minor words, and incorporating the exceptions.

Consider an article titled "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent Mental Health." Here, "The" is
capitalized because it begins the title. "Impact" is a noun and is capitalized. "Of" is a short preposition
and is lowercase. "Social" and "Media" are adjectives and nouns, respectively, and are capitalized.
"On" is a short preposition and is lowercase. "Adolescent" is an adjective and is capitalized. "Mental"
is an adjective and is capitalized. "Health" is a noun and is capitalized.

Another example: "A Guide to Understanding Quantum Physics." In this case, "A" is capitalized as the
first word. "Guide" is a noun and is capitalized. "To" is a short preposition and is lowercase.
"Understanding" is a gerund acting as a noun and is capitalized. "Quantum" is an adjective and is
capitalized. "Physics" is a noun and is capitalized.

Let's look at a title with a longer preposition: "Navigating the Challenges Through Difficult Times."
"Navigating" is a verb (participle) and is capitalized. "The" is an article and is lowercase. "Challenges"
is a noun and is capitalized. "Through" is a preposition longer than four letters and is capitalized.
"Difficult" is an adjective and is capitalized. "Times" is a noun and is capitalized.

Finally, a title with a conjunction: "Innovation and Economic Growth." "Innovation" is a noun and is
capitalized. "And" is a conjunction and is lowercase. "Economic" is an adjective and is capitalized.
"Growth" is a noun and is capitalized.

Frequently Asked Questions on Chicago Style
Capitalization for Articles

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style and AP
style capitalization for articles?
A: The primary difference lies in the treatment of minor words. Chicago style title case capitalizes
most words, including longer prepositions and conjunctions, while AP style tends to be more
restrictive, often leaving more minor words in lowercase unless they are longer than four letters.
Chicago also offers sentence case as an alternative, which AP style does not for titles.

Q: Are there any exceptions to capitalizing prepositions in



Chicago style title capitalization?
A: Yes, prepositions with four letters or fewer are generally lowercase unless they begin or end the
title. However, prepositions longer than four letters are typically capitalized. Additionally, if a
preposition is used adverbially or as part of a phrasal verb, it may be capitalized.

Q: How do I capitalize conjunctions in Chicago style article
titles?
A: Short coordinating conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or) are generally lowercase unless they begin or
end the title. Conjunctions that are part of a compound conjunction (e.g., either/or) or function more
like adverbs are usually capitalized.

Q: Should I capitalize "the," "a," or "an" in Chicago style
article titles?
A: Articles ("a," "an," "the") are always capitalized if they appear at the beginning or end of the title.
Otherwise, they are typically left in lowercase as they are considered minor words.

Q: What if a key term in my article title is a common word that
is usually lowercase, like "of" or "in"?
A: If "of" or "in" are the first or last word of your article title, they must be capitalized according to
Chicago style. If they appear in the middle of the title, they remain lowercase because they are short
prepositions.

Q: Does Chicago style allow for sentence case capitalization in
article titles?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits sentence case capitalization for titles and headings in
certain contexts, particularly in less formal writing or when specified by a publisher. However, title
case is more common for formal articles.

Q: How do I handle hyphenated words in Chicago style title
capitalization?
A: For hyphenated words, both parts are capitalized if they would normally be capitalized. For
example, "State-of-the-Art" would be capitalized. If the first part is a prefix that is not typically
capitalized (like "re-"), and the second part is a noun or adjective, both might be capitalized. Always
check the specific guidelines for compound words.



Q: What is the rule for capitalizing numbers in Chicago style
article titles?
A: Numbers are generally capitalized if they are spelled out and represent a significant part of the
title. If written as numerals, they are capitalized as is. The style guide recommends spelling out
numbers from one to one hundred, and numerals for larger numbers, but this can vary with context.

Q: Is there a limit to the number of words I can capitalize in a
Chicago style article title?
A: No, there is no explicit limit on the number of words you can capitalize. The principle is to capitalize
major words and lowercase minor words, with specific exceptions. The goal is clarity and adherence
to the established style guide.
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