
chicago style bibliography guide example
Chicago Style Bibliography Guide Example

chicago style bibliography guide example serves as a cornerstone for academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and academic integrity. This comprehensive guide will
illuminate the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for creating accurate and well-
formatted bibliographies. We will delve into the fundamental principles of Chicago style citations,
differentiate between the two primary citation systems (notes-bibliography and author-date), and
provide detailed examples for various source types, including books, journal articles, websites, and
more. Understanding these guidelines is crucial for any researcher aiming to present their work
with clarity and credibility, avoiding plagiarism and enabling readers to locate the original sources
with ease. This article aims to be your go-to resource for mastering the Chicago style bibliography.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies

A bibliography, in Chicago style, is an alphabetical list of all the sources consulted and cited in a
document. It typically appears at the end of the paper, providing a comprehensive record of the
research undertaken. The primary purpose of a bibliography is to give credit to the original authors
of ideas and information used, thereby avoiding plagiarism. Furthermore, it serves as a valuable tool
for your readers, allowing them to easily locate and consult the sources you’ve referenced. A well-
constructed bibliography reflects careful research and adherence to academic standards.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. While both systems require a bibliography, the way in which
sources are cited within the text differs significantly. Understanding these differences is the first
step in effectively implementing the Chicago style for your bibliography. The choice between these
systems often depends on the discipline and the specific requirements of the publication or
institution.



The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text. Each note corresponds to a number in the manuscript and
provides detailed citation information. The bibliography at the end of the paper is an alphabetical
compilation of all the sources cited in the notes, offering a more condensed presentation of the
source details. This system allows for extensive explanatory notes alongside factual citations.

In contrast, the author-date system, commonly used in the social sciences and natural sciences,
places parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically including the author's last name and
the publication year. This is followed by a reference list at the end of the paper, which is also
alphabetized by author's last name and publication year. This system provides a more streamlined
in-text reference, keeping the main body of the text less cluttered.

Crafting Your Chicago Style Bibliography: General
Principles

Regardless of which system you choose, several general principles govern the construction of a
Chicago style bibliography. The bibliography is always alphabetized by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like
"a," "an," and "the"). Each entry in the bibliography should be double-spaced, with a hanging indent
for subsequent lines of each entry, meaning the first line is flush with the left margin, and all other
lines are indented. Consistency is paramount when formatting your bibliography.

The level of detail in each bibliographic entry is crucial. Key elements typically include the author's
full name, the title of the work, publication information (place of publication, publisher, and year),
and for articles and other published works, the journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. For
electronic sources, URLs and access dates are also important. Precision in these details ensures that
your readers can accurately retrieve the sources you have used.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific formatting guidelines for a wide array of source
types. Adhering to these precise formats is essential for maintaining the integrity of your
bibliography. Below, we illustrate examples for some of the most frequently encountered sources.

Books

When citing a book, the basic format includes the author's name, the title of the book, and the



publication details. For a single-author book, the author's last name is listed first, followed by their
first name. The title of the book should be italicized. The place of publication, publisher, and year of
publication follow.

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example:

Smith, John. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022.

If a book has two authors, list both names. For three or more authors, list the first author followed
by "and" and the second author, or for more than two authors, list the first author followed by "et
al."

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires including the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue
numbers, publication year, and page range. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the
journal title is italicized.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page numbers.

For example:

Jones, Sarah. "Digital Literacy in the 21st Century." Journal of Educational Technology 45, no.
2 (2023): 112-130.

Websites

When citing web pages, include the author (if known), the title of the page or article, the name of the
website, the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. It is also advisable to include the
date you accessed the page.



Author Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Publication
Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:

National Archives. "Declaration of Independence." National Archives. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration.

Edited Works and Anthologies

For a chapter in an edited work or an anthology, you will cite the author of the chapter, the title of
the chapter, the editor(s) of the collection, the title of the collection, and the page numbers of the
chapter. The editor's name is listed as First Name Last Name.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited Work, edited by Editor
First Name Last Name, Page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example:

Miller, David. "The Impact of Technology." In Contemporary Social Issues, edited by Emily
Carter, 45-67. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations or theses, include the author, the title of the work, the degree for which it
was written, the university, and the year of completion. If it is published and available online,
include that information as well.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." PhD diss. or MA thesis,
University Name, Year.

For example:



Chen, Wei. "Analyzing Urban Development Patterns." PhD diss., University of California,
Berkeley, 2020.

Government Documents

Government documents are typically cited by the issuing agency. If an author is listed, use that
name. Otherwise, begin with the name of the department or agency.

Issuing Agency. Title of Document. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example:

United States, Department of Commerce. Economic Report of the President. Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 2023.

Interviews

For interviews, whether published or personal, provide the name of the interviewee, the type of
interview, and the date it occurred. If published, include the publication details.

Interviewee Last Name, First Name. Interview by Interviewer First Name Last Name. Date of
interview. Location of interview (if personal).

For example:

Garcia, Maria. Interview by David Lee. May 15, 2023.

Advanced Formatting Considerations

Beyond the basic structure, there are several advanced formatting considerations for a robust
Chicago style bibliography. These include how to handle multiple works by the same author, the use



of "et al." for extensive author lists, and the proper citation of secondary sources. For authors with
multiple works, subsequent entries are listed alphabetically by title, and the author's name is
replaced by a series of em dashes (—) if they are the sole author of all works listed. This em dash
convention helps to streamline the bibliography and visually group works by the same author.

When citing a source that was originally published in another language or edition, or when citing a
work that you accessed through another source (a secondary source), specific formatting applies.
For secondary sources, you cite the original work in your bibliography and note in your note that you
used a secondary source. The goal is always to provide the clearest path for your reader to access
the information, while accurately attributing it.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations (author, year) within
the text and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I format the author's name in a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a book?
A: For a single-author book, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. For
example: Smith, John.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and how is it used in a Chicago
style bibliography?
A: A hanging indent means the first line of a bibliographic entry is flush with the left margin, and all
subsequent lines are indented. This makes it easier to scan the list for authors' names.

Q: How should I cite a website in my Chicago style
bibliography if there is no author listed?
A: If there is no author, begin the entry with the title of the web page or article, followed by the
name of the website, the publication date (if available), and the URL and access date.

Q: Can I use "et al." in a Chicago style bibliography for a work



with multiple authors?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you typically list all authors in the bibliography if there are two
or three. For four or more authors, you list the first author followed by "et al." In the author-date
system, "et al." is often used more liberally for works with more than two authors.
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