
chicago style bibliography for philosophy

Chicago Style Bibliography for Philosophy: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style bibliography for philosophy can seem daunting, but mastering its nuances is crucial for academic
integrity and clear communication in philosophical discourse. This guide will demystify the process, providing a
detailed walkthrough of citing various philosophical sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS). We will cover the fundamental principles of bibliographic entries, including the distinctions between
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and then delve into the specifics of formatting books, journal
articles, and even digital resources commonly encountered by philosophy students and scholars. Understanding
these elements ensures that your research is properly attributed and readily verifiable, enhancing the credibility
of your work. This comprehensive approach will equip you with the confidence to construct accurate and
consistent bibliographies for all your philosophical writing endeavors.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Philosophy

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently used style guide in the humanities,
including philosophy. Its flexibility allows for two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. For philosophical works, particularly in academic settings, the notes-
bibliography system is often preferred due to its ability to incorporate extensive commentary and detailed
source information directly within footnotes or endnotes, which can be invaluable for complex philosophical
arguments. However, the author-date system is also utilized, especially in fields that demand brevity and a
clear overview of sources at the end of the text. Regardless of the chosen system, consistency and adherence
to the established rules are paramount for producing a professional and credible bibliography.

The core principle behind any Chicago style bibliography is providing readers with sufficient information to
locate the sources you have consulted and cited. This includes details like author names, titles, publication
information, and page numbers where applicable. For philosophy, where specific editions of texts can
significantly impact interpretations of arguments, accurately noting the edition used is particularly
important. Furthermore, the precise formatting of these elements—from punctuation to capitalization—is
what distinguishes a correctly formatted Chicago style bibliography from one that is not.

The Notes-Bibliography System vs. Author-Date System

The choice between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system significantly impacts how
citations appear within your text and in your final bibliography. For philosophy, the notes-bibliography system,
with its use of footnotes or endnotes, allows for detailed explanatory notes alongside citation information.
This is highly beneficial when engaging with nuanced philosophical concepts, providing background context, or
offering tangential thoughts without disrupting the flow of the main text. Each note will contain a citation,
and a corresponding full entry will appear in the bibliography at the end of the paper.



Conversely, the author-date system relies on parenthetical citations within the text, typically including the
author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Plato 2010)). This system is more common in scientific
and social science disciplines but is sometimes adopted in philosophy for its conciseness. The bibliography in this
system comprises a "References" list, where each entry is organized alphabetically by author's last name and
includes publication details sufficient for readers to identify the source. While both systems are valid within
Chicago style, understanding their distinct mechanisms is key to applying them correctly to your philosophical
research.

Essential Components of a Bibliography Entry

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system, several core components
are common to most bibliography entries. These elements ensure that your reader can accurately identify and
locate the sources you have referenced. Precision in these details is not merely a matter of style; it is
fundamental to academic honesty and the transparency of your research.

Key components typically include:

Author(s): The full name(s) of the author(s), editor(s), or translator(s), formatted according to
CMOS rules (usually last name first for the primary author).

Title: The complete title of the work, including any subtitles. Book titles are italicized, while article or
chapter titles are enclosed in quotation marks.

Publication Information: For books, this includes the city of publication, publisher, and year of
publication. For articles, it includes the journal title, volume, issue number, and date.

Page Numbers: Specific page numbers are crucial for direct quotations and often included in notes. For
bibliography entries, they might be less critical unless citing a specific chapter or section.

Edition: If you are using a specific edition other than the first, this should be noted (e.g., 2nd ed., rev. ed.).

DOI or URL: For online resources, a persistent digital object identifier (DOI) or a stable URL is essential
for retrieval.

Citing Books in Chicago Style for Philosophy

Citing books is fundamental to philosophical research, as many seminal and contemporary works are published in
book format. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for these citations, ensuring consistency
and completeness. For a book entry in a bibliography using the notes-bibliography system, the general format is
as follows: Author's Last Name, First Name.Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Let's break down the specifics for various scenarios:

Single Author Books

For a book written by a single author, the entry should be straightforward. For example, if you are citing a
recent edition of a philosophical classic:

Smith, John.The Nature of Reality. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.



If you are citing a work with an editor instead of an author, the editor's name replaces the author's name,
followed by "ed." or "eds.".

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two authors, list both, with the first author in inverted order (last name, first name) and the
second author in normal order (first name last name). For three or more authors, list only the first author
followed by "et al.".

Jones, David, and Emily Carter.Essays on Epistemology. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Williams, Sarah, et al.Readings in Metaphysics. London: Bloomsbury, 2019.

Translated Works

Philosophical works are often translated. In such cases, both the original author and the translator(s)
should be acknowledged. The format typically prioritizes the author, followed by the translator.

Aristotle.Nicomachean Ethics. Translated by W. D. Ross. Edited by Jonathan Barnes. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1980.

It is important to note the specific translation and edition used, as subtle differences in wording can lead to
different interpretations of philosophical arguments.

Edited Volumes and Anthologies

When citing a chapter from an edited volume or anthology, you typically cite the chapter author, the chapter
title, the book title, the editor(s), and the publication details. The bibliography entry will focus on the book
as a whole, with specific chapter details provided in notes.

Author of Chapter, First Name Last Name. "Title of Chapter." InTitle of Book, edited by Editor's First Name
Last Name, Page numbers of chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For the bibliography entry of the entire book:

Editor, First Name Last Name, ed.Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for Philosophy

Journal articles are a vital source of current philosophical research and debate. Properly citing them ensures
that your readers can access the specific contributions you are engaging with. The format for journal articles
in a Chicago style bibliography (notes-bibliography system) is generally:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

Let's examine the details for citing journal articles:

Standard Journal Article Format

The author's name is presented in inverted order for the first author. The article title is in quotation marks,
and the journal title is italicized. The volume and issue numbers are followed by the publication year and the
inclusive page numbers for the article.

Nussbaum, Martha C. "The Therapy of Desire."The Journal of Philosophy 90, no. 2 (1993): 57–72.



Articles from Online Journals

When citing articles found online, it is crucial to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, as it
provides a stable and permanent link to the article. If a DOI is not available, a URL can be used, but it is
generally less preferred due to its potential for obsolescence.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.
DOI or URL.

Kripke, Saul A. "Naming and Necessity."Philosophy Today 50, no. S1 (2006): 15–24.
doi:10.1353/philo.2006.0016.

If no DOI is available, you might use:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Articles with Issue Numbers Not Always Present

Some journals do not consistently number their issues within a volume. In such cases, if the article is identified
by volume and page numbers alone, you can omit the "no. Issue" part of the citation. Always consult the
journal's specific formatting to ensure accuracy.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."Title of Journal Volume (Year): Page numbers.

Citing Online and Digital Philosophy Resources

The digital landscape offers a wealth of philosophical resources, from online encyclopedias and academic blogs
to digitized primary texts and digital archives. Accurately citing these resources is essential for
acknowledging their contribution to your research and for enabling your readers to access them.

Websites and Online Encyclopedias

When citing content from websites or online encyclopedias like the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, you
need to provide enough information for the reader to locate the specific entry. For the Stanford Encyclopedia
of Philosophy, it is customary to cite the author(s) of the entry, the title of the entry, the name of the
encyclopedia, and the publication date (or last accessed date if no publication date is available), along with
the URL.

Author of Entry, First Name Last Name. "Title of Entry." InStanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Edited by
Edward N. Zalta. Last modified Month Day, Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Wallace, R. Jay. "Moral Responsibility." InStanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Edited by Edward N. Zalta.
Last modified February 26, 2019. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-responsibility/.

Blog Posts and Articles

Citing blog posts or articles published on academic or popular philosophy websites follows a similar pattern
to citing regular articles, but with a greater emphasis on the URL and access date.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Blog Post."Name of Blog/Website. Month Day, Year. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:



Grimm, Robert. "The Ethical Implications of AI Sentience."The Philosophical Quarterly Blog. May 15, 2023.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.philosophicalquarterlyblog.com/ai-sentience-ethics/.

Digitized Primary Texts

When referencing primary philosophical texts that have been digitized and made available online, you should cite
the original publication information if known, along with the digital source details.

Author, First Name Last Name.Original Title of Work. Year of Original Publication. Digitized by [Digital
Provider]. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Kant, Immanuel.Critique of Pure Reason. 1781. Digitized by Gutenberg.org. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/4280/4280-h/4280-h.htm.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even with detailed guidelines, writers often encounter challenges when constructing their Chicago style
bibliographies for philosophy. Awareness of these common pitfalls can save considerable time and prevent
errors that detract from the professionalism of your work.

Inconsistent Formatting

The most frequent error is inconsistency in formatting. This can manifest as variations in the capitalization of
titles, punctuation, or the order of elements within entries. To avoid this, establish a clear template for each
source type and stick to it rigorously. Using citation management software can help automate this process,
but manual review is always recommended.

Incorrectly Attributed Authorship

Mistakes in author attribution, especially with edited volumes or translated works, can occur. Always
double-check who is the primary author, editor, or translator and ensure their names are presented correctly
according to CMOS rules. For translated works, make sure to include both the original author and the
translator in your notes and bibliography as appropriate.

Missing Essential Information

Crucial details like publication year, publisher, or page numbers can be inadvertently omitted. For online
sources, the absence of a DOI or a stable URL can render the citation useless. Before finalizing your
bibliography, cross-reference each entry against your notes and the original sources to ensure all necessary
information is present.

Misinterpreting Style Guide Rules

The Chicago Manual of Style is comprehensive, and sometimes its rules can be misinterpreted, particularly
concerning complex works or less common source types. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of the
CMOS directly or consult academic writing resources that specifically address philosophical citation
practices within Chicago style.



Finalizing Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The process of finalizing your Chicago style bibliography for philosophy involves a thorough review and
adherence to the overarching principles of academic citation. Once you have compiled all your entries, a final
pass is essential to catch any remaining errors and ensure that your bibliography is a clear and accurate
representation of your research sources. This meticulous approach not only upholds academic integrity but
also significantly enhances the usability and credibility of your philosophical work for your readers.

Ensure that your bibliography is alphabetized correctly by the author's last name. For entries with the same
author, they should be ordered chronologically by publication date, with earlier works appearing first. If you
have multiple works by the same author published in the same year, use lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the
year to distinguish them, both in the bibliography and in your in-text citations. This level of detail
demonstrates a commitment to precision and scholarly rigor that is highly valued in philosophical discourse.

Double-check that the formatting for each entry precisely matches the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for
its specific source type, whether it’s a book, journal article, or online resource. Consistency in punctuation,
capitalization, and the inclusion of all necessary bibliographic details is paramount. A well-formatted
bibliography reflects well on the care and attention you have paid to your research and writing. It serves as a
testament to your scholarly diligence and respect for the intellectual contributions of others.

---

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style for philosophy?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text and a full
bibliography at the end. This allows for more detailed commentary. The author-date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text (e.g., (Smith 2020)) and a "References" list at the end, which is more concise.

Q: How should I cite a translated philosophical work in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: For translated works, you typically list the original author first, followed by the translated title,
translator's name, and then the publication details. For example: Plato. Republic. Translated by Benjamin
Jowett. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter from an edited philosophical
anthology in Chicago style?
A: When citing a chapter, you generally cite the chapter author, the chapter title in quotation marks, the
book title italicized, followed by the editor(s), page numbers of the chapter, and the publication details of the
book. In the bibliography, you might list the entire anthology under the editor's name.

Q: How do I format a citation for the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
in Chicago style?
A: For the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, you cite the entry author, the entry title in quotation marks,
the name of the encyclopedia italicized, the editor(s) if applicable, the last modified date, and the URL. For



example: Zalta, Edward N. "Artificial Intelligence." In Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Last modified
September 15, 2022. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/artificial-intelligence/.

Q: What information should I include when citing a journal article from an
online database in Chicago style?
A: When citing an online journal article, include the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue number,
year, page numbers, and most importantly, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available. If no DOI exists,
provide the URL and the access date.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every source in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Page numbers are essential for direct quotations and when citing specific passages in notes. For bibliography
entries of books, you generally do not need to list page numbers unless you are citing a specific chapter or
section. For journal articles, the inclusive page numbers of the entire article are standard.

Q: How do I handle citing works by the same author in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: When listing multiple works by the same author, entries are typically arranged chronologically by
publication date, with the earliest work appearing first. If multiple works are published in the same year,
distinguish them with lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the year, and ensure this corresponds to your in-text
citations.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of philosophical works in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Yes, titles of standalone works such as books and journals should be italicized. Titles of shorter works
like articles, essays, or chapters within a larger work are enclosed in quotation marks.
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