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Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Theses: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style bibliography examples for theses are crucial for academic integrity and
demonstrating a thorough understanding of research methodologies. Crafting a meticulously
formatted bibliography ensures that your scholarly work adheres to the rigorous standards expected
in higher education, particularly when employing the Chicago Manual of Style. This guide delves into
the intricacies of constructing Chicago-style bibliographies for theses, covering common source types,
essential formatting rules, and practical examples to help you navigate this often complex but vital
aspect of academic writing. We will explore how to cite books, journal articles, websites, and other
frequently encountered sources, providing clear, actionable advice.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliographies
Citing Books in Chicago Style
Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style
Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style
Citing Other Common Sources
Formatting and Presentation of Your Bibliography
Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide that
governs academic writing, particularly in the humanities and some social sciences. It offers two
distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For theses
and dissertations, the notes-bibliography system is more commonly used, requiring footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
Understanding the fundamental differences between these systems is the first step in correctly
formatting your bibliography.

The CMOS emphasizes clarity, consistency, and precision in academic documentation. Its guidelines
are detailed and cover virtually every scenario a researcher might encounter when citing sources.
Adhering to these rules not only lends credibility to your research but also allows readers to easily
locate and verify the sources you have consulted, fostering transparency and scholarly dialogue.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliographies

A Chicago-style bibliography, also known as a "Works Cited" or "Bibliography" page, is an alphabetical
list of all sources cited within your thesis. The primary goal is to provide complete bibliographic



information for each entry, enabling readers to identify and retrieve the original works. This includes
details such as author names, titles, publication information, and dates.

Consistency is paramount. Once you choose a specific format for a particular type of source, you must
apply it uniformly throughout your bibliography. Deviations, even minor ones, can detract from the
professionalism of your work. The CMOS provides specific rules for alphabetization, punctuation, and
capitalization, all of which must be followed diligently.

The bibliography should include only those sources that have been directly cited in the text. This
distinguishes it from an annotated bibliography or a reading list, which might include additional
commentary or broader selections of relevant material. Every item listed must correspond to a
citation within the body of your thesis.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Citing books is a fundamental skill for any thesis writer, and the Chicago Manual of Style provides
specific instructions for various book formats. The basic structure for a book involves the author's
name, the title of the book, publication information, and the year of publication.

Books with a Single Author

For a book with one author, the author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name. The title
of the book is italicized. Following the title, you include the place of publication, the publisher's name,
and the year of publication.

Example:
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For instance, if you are citing a book by John Smith titled "The Art of Research" published in 2020 by
Academic Press in New York, the entry would look like this:

Smith, John. The Art of Research. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two authors, list both names in the bibliography, with the first author's name
inverted. For three or more authors, list the first author's name inverted, followed by "and" and the
first names of the remaining authors.

Example (two authors):
Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example (three or more authors):
Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.



Edited Books

For an edited book where you are citing the work of the editor, you include the editor's name followed
by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)" for multiple editors.

Example (single editor):
Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example (multiple editors):
Editor Last Name, First Name, and Editor First Name Last Name, eds. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Books with No Author

If a book lacks an author, begin the entry with the title of the book. The rest of the bibliographic
information follows as usual.

Example:
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are frequently used sources in academic research. The Chicago style requires specific
details for citing these, including the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, and
the publication date.

Journal Articles with a Single Author

The format for a journal article with one author includes the author's name (last name first), the title
of the article in quotation marks, the title of the journal italicized, the volume number, the issue
number, the publication date, and the page range.

Example:
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page
numbers.

Consider an article by Jane Doe titled "Research Methodologies in the 21st Century," published in
Volume 45, Issue 2 of the Journal of Academic Studies in Spring 2023, on pages 112-135. The citation
would appear as:

Doe, Jane. "Research Methodologies in the 21st Century." Journal of Academic Studies 45, no. 2
(Spring 2023): 112-35.



Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, when citing journal articles with multiple authors, list the first author's name
inverted and then the subsequent authors' names with their first names first. For three or more
authors, list the first author followed by "and" and the first names of the remaining authors.

Journal Articles Accessed Online

When citing a journal article found online, include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the
URL. The DOI is the preferred identifier for online journal articles as it is more stable than a URL.

Example with DOI:
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page
numbers. doi:XX.XXXX/XXXXXXXXXX.

Example with URL:
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page
numbers. URL.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style

The internet has become an indispensable source of information. Chicago style provides guidelines for
citing websites, web pages, and other online resources, which can vary depending on the nature of
the content.

Websites

When citing an entire website, you generally provide the name of the website and its URL. If there is a
clear author or sponsoring organization, include that information.

Example:
Name of Website. URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

For instance, if you are citing the website of the National Archives, you might write:

National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Specific Web Pages

For a specific page on a website, you will need more detailed information, including the author (if
known), the title of the page, the name of the website, and the URL.



Example:
Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Specific Web Page." Name of Website. URL. Accessed Month
Day, Year.

If you are citing a specific article from a news website, such as a piece by Robert Johnson on the New
York Times website titled "Digital Archives," the entry might be:

Johnson, Robert. "Digital Archives." The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/article/digital-archives.html. Accessed October 26, 2023.

It is important to note that the date of access is often included for online sources because web
content can change or disappear over time.

Citing Other Common Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, theses often draw upon a variety of other sources. The Chicago
Manual of Style has specific rules for citing these as well, ensuring comprehensive documentation.

Newspaper Articles

Citing newspaper articles requires information similar to journal articles, but with a focus on the
newspaper's title and the date of publication.

Example:
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations or theses, you will need to identify the author, the title of the work, the
degree sought, the university that granted the degree, and the year of completion. If you accessed a
published version, that information should also be included.

Example:
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." PhD diss., University Name, Year.

Reports

For reports, particularly those from government agencies or organizations, the authoring body or
individual authors should be listed, followed by the title of the report and publication details.

Example:
Authoring Organization. Title of Report. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.



Formatting and Presentation of Your Bibliography

The physical presentation of your Chicago-style bibliography is as important as the content of each
entry. Adhering to formatting guidelines ensures a professional and polished appearance for your
thesis.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in your bibliography must be listed in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, alphabetize it by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "a,"
"an," and "the").

Indentation and Spacing

Chicago style uses a hanging indent for bibliography entries. This means the first line of each entry is
flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. Typically, a half-inch indent is used.
Entries should be single-spaced within the entry and double-spaced between entries. However, some
institutions may have specific formatting requirements that differ slightly.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Pay close attention to the specific punctuation marks used in each entry, such as periods, commas,
colons, and parentheses. Capitalization of titles should follow the rules of title case, where major
words are capitalized, and minor words (prepositions, conjunctions, articles) are lowercase unless
they are the first or last word of the title.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can lead to errors if not approached with care. Being
aware of common mistakes can help you produce a more accurate bibliography.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent formatting across different types of sources or even
within the same type. This can range from variations in punctuation to incorrect capitalization.

Including Non-Cited Sources



Remember that the bibliography should only include sources that you have actually cited within the
text of your thesis. Including extraneous materials can confuse readers and suggest a lack of focus in
your research.

Incorrectly Alphabetizing Entries

Errors in alphabetization, particularly with sources that have no author or with names that are similar,
can occur. Double-check your alphabetical order carefully.

Missing Essential Information

Ensure that every citation includes all the necessary bibliographic details as required by the CMOS.
Missing publication dates, author names, or titles will weaken the credibility of your citation.

Ignoring Institutional Guidelines

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines, your university or department
may have specific modifications or additional requirements. Always consult your thesis advisor or
departmental guidelines for any unique formatting rules.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
style for theses?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text and the overall structure
of the reference list. In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are provided through
numbered footnotes or endnotes, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end listing all cited works.
The author-date system uses in-text citations in parentheses (Author Year, page) and a corresponding
reference list at the end of the document. For theses, the notes-bibliography system is more
commonly adopted.

Q: How do I format the author's name in a Chicago style
bibliography for a book with a single author?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography, the author's name for a book with a single author is formatted with
the last name first, followed by a comma, and then the first name. For example, "Smith, John."

Q: What is a hanging indent and how is it used in a Chicago



style bibliography?
A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a bibliography entry is aligned with the
left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This convention makes it easier for
readers to scan the list and identify the beginning of each new source.

Q: Should I include the DOI or URL for online journal articles in
my Chicago style bibliography?
A: Yes, for online journal articles, it is recommended to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if
available, as it provides a stable and permanent link to the article. If a DOI is not available, you should
include the URL of the article.

Q: How do I cite a book that has no author in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: If a book has no author, you begin the bibliography entry with the title of the book. The title should
be italicized, followed by the publication information (place of publication, publisher, and year).

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations for months in Chicago
style bibliographies?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends spelling out month names in bibliography
entries for clarity and consistency, especially for publication dates. However, some institutions might
permit common abbreviations. Always check your specific style guide.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a works
cited page in Chicago style?
A: In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, the terms "Bibliography" and "Works Cited" are often
used interchangeably. However, a strict interpretation might suggest that a "Bibliography" lists all the
sources consulted during research (even if not directly cited), while a "Works Cited" page lists only
those sources explicitly cited in the text. For most theses following the notes-bibliography system, the
final list is typically called a "Bibliography" and should include all cited sources.

Q: How should I handle a book with an editor but no author in
a Chicago style bibliography?
A: If a book has an editor but no specific author for the content, you should list the editor's name first,
followed by a comma and "(ed.)" for a single editor or "(eds.)" for multiple editors. Then, you would
provide the title of the book and the publication details. For example: "Miller, Sarah, ed. Essays on
Modern Literature."



Q: What is the purpose of providing the date of access for
online resources in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: The date of access is important for online resources because web content can be dynamic and may
change or be removed without notice. Providing the date of access allows readers to know when the
information was last verified, which is crucial for the reliability and reproducibility of research.
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